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Minutes of the remote meeting held on Thursday 2nd July 2020 at 7:45p.m.  
 

Present: Councillors: N. Spiers, P. Kerrey, T. Kearney, P. Linehan, T. Watson, T. Moss, G. 
MacPherson, J. Stillwell, M. Woolley, J. Morris, S. Ball 
 
Also present: 
Clerk – Karen Dare 
0 Members of the Public 

 
 
159/20 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and approved from: None (the Clerk had sourced and 
distributed two old laptops prior to the meeting so that all Councillors now have Zoom capability). 
District Councillors: J. Blackall, P Circus & J Saheid 
County Cllr: P Marshall 
Neighbourhood Wardens: Bryony Sparks & Christina Arnold 
 
160/20 Declaration of Interests and notification of change of interest 
None. The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under 
the Localism Act 2011). 
 
161/20 Public Adjournment 
Members of the public can ask questions. No questions. 
 
DECISIONS TO BE TAKEN: 
162/20  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th June 2020 
The minutes of the meeting dated 4th June 2020 were approved as a true record and signed by the 
Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Watson, seconded by Cllr Linehan and agreed by all. 
 
163/20 Annual Review of Policies 
The Council’s HR Policies (Discipline & Grievance, Complaints, Equality, Health & Safety, Lone 
Working, Sickness Absence & Accident reporting) are reviewed annually in July. All policies are 
available to view on the Parish Council website. A new Code of Practice for Handling Complaints has 
been circulated by NALC and the Clerk has circulated this to Councillors. There are no proposed 
amendments to other existing policies. Councillors reviewed and approved all documents. Clerk to 
update documents on the Council website.      Clerk D 
 
164/20 Kite & Thomas (Green Shed) - update 

1. Kite & Thomas have served notice that they will hand the site back to the Parish Council on 
30th September 2020. 

2. The Clerk has circulated a Working Party update to all Councillors. 
3. Councillors discussed the suggested actions and proposals and agreed that the Green Shed 

should be removed as soon as the Lease ends. They accepted the quote for the necessary 
electrical work and Quote B demolition works. Clerk to arrange dates for the works and 
prepare demolition notices.  

4. Site clearance would enable better visualisation of space, reduced Business rates and 
insurance liability. 

5. Clerk to contact AiRS to see if they can offer any advice on commercial projects like this. 
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6. The Clerk has details of various grant funds that may be available, depending on the Pc’s 
plans. 

7. It could be possible to trial a mobile café or other business use in the short term to see 
whether it is popular, where customers would come from, what potential problems there 
would be etc. Councillors identified that parking could be an issue but would depend on 
where customers came from. This would bring in some income to the PC and give time for 
Councillors to look at long term options. 

8. It was agreed that the Clerk contact HDC Planning for pre-application advice as the current 
permitted uses of the site are unknown as it is many years since activities on the site were 
changed. There is a £50 charge for this service from HDC. Clerk  CFWD 

 
165/20  Correspondence received for Action –  

a. The Local Government Association (LGA) has launched a consultation on a new model 
member code of conduct. Consultation ends 17th August. The Clerk has circulated to 
Councillors and they will complete individually. 

b. Play Area RoSPA reports – the Clerk has circulated these to Cllrs Spiers & Kearney and has 
prepared an Action Plan. In the Play Areas there are no immediate safety concerns and items 
are minor in nature. Cllrs Spiers & Kearney to undertake the necessary actions. NS/TK 
The skatepark does require some works as ramp surfacing is wearing with age and use: 
Halfpipe: replace sacrificial panels £600 
Quarterpipe: extended steel kicker plate to cover a poor interface with the tarmac £150 
Driveway: Patching up £275 or full replacement of boards £1,400 
Flatbank: fit new lower boards £550 or full replacement of boards £1,725 
Cost range £1,575 to £3,875. Works are not optional if the skatepark is to remain safe. New 
boards will last 5+ years, patching up is likely to fail relatively quickly. 
The Council has £14,048 in the Play Area Reserve to fund repairs. Councillors agreed to 
undertake the higher cost/specification works as this is the most cost-effective long term 
and provides the better riding experience for skatepark users. Clerk  D 

c. HDC has received a street naming and numbering application in respect of the new 
development comprising of four dwellings off London Road, Ashington adjacent to the 
roundabout with the Billingshurst Road. The development includes the construction of a 
new road and the developers have put forward the name of ‘HAZELBANK’ for this. 
Councillors did not like the Developers generic name and suggested Silverson Gardens (after 
Bob & Edna Silverson), reference to Holmbush (since Holmbush House has been renamed 
Ashington House) and agreed to email the Clerk by 3rd July with their favoured option. Clerk 
to send to HDC.       Clerk  D 

d. A24 Worthing to Horsham Corridor Feasibility Study Stakeholder Webinar - Thursday 9th 
July 10am-12. The Clerk & Cllr Moss will attend the Webinar. 

e. Ashington Youth Club (AYC) - A group of fitness instructors has proposed to run the gym at 
the youth club with free sessions for youngsters, paid sessions for adults. Discussions 
between ACCT/AYC are needed prior to any written agreements but many Committee 
members have conflicts of interests – an independent Parish Councillor has been suggested. 
Cllr Linehan volunteered. Clerk to communicate to AYC.  Clerk  D 

 
166/20 Meetings attended by Councillors – none 
 
167/20 Matters raised by Councillors 
From Cllr Kerrey: I have managed to organise a few Speedwatch sessions this month since the easing 
of restrictions. However, there is some reticence amongst the volunteers about resuming 
participation so soon so activities have been limited. I am hoping that July will see more Speedwatch 
activity especially as it has been noticed that although traffic volumes are at about 60% of pre-
lockdown numbers, those exceeding the limit remains the same. 
I have been in contact with Steve O'Connell at West Sussex Police regarding Speedwatch signage, 
and he has promised to schedule a visit to review existing signage and supply us with any signs we 
need. 
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Cllr Linehan reported that there was a lot of comments on the NextDoor App about overflowing dog 
poo bins and bags dumped at the foot of the bins. The Clerk had spoken to the Wardens and they 
are monitoring the bins whilst out on patrol and reporting problems to HDC. The Chairman reminded 
Councillors that there is a sticker on every bin with the HDC phone number and bin number so that 
anyone could report an issue to HDC. 
 
168/20 Chairman’s Announcements -   
Future meetings – Government Guidelines do not yet allow for meetings to resume. Cllr MacPherson 
will advise the Council prior to each scheduled meeting if it is safe to meet in person. 
 
Reopening of Play Areas – Govt guidelines state that play areas can be reopened from July 4th. New 
signage has been provided by HDC and the Clerk has prepared an updated Risk Assessment. These 
had been circulated to Councillors and were approved. 
Summary of discussions: Councillors are concerned that many restrictions are being lifted on 4th July 
and this may lead to a spike in cases of Covid 19. Data is not available at a Parish level on current 
local cases. Safety inspections have been done and some remedial items need attention (Minute 
165/20b). It is not practical for the PC to clean equipment, enforce social distancing, operate a 
booking system, provide hand sanitiser/wipes etc – the Risk Assessment and new signage all make it 
clear that adults take responsibility for their children’s safety while in the areas. Co-ordination of 
opening with ACCT play area is important otherwise residents will be confused. 
It was agreed by majority that the play areas remain closed while the safety repairs are completed, 
and that the PC would aim to reopen in time for the school holidays (17th July). Clerk to seek 
Councillors approval beforehand.     Clerk  D 
 
PLANNING 
169/20 Neighbourhood Planning Update 
Regulation 16 consultation started on 17th June at 5pm and will run for 8 weeks until midnight on 
12th August 2020. This is an extended period to account for movement restrictions due to Covid19. 
This phase of the project is fully managed by HDC and details can be found on their website 
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/current-planning-consultations 
 
170/20 HDC Local Plan Review Update 
Summary of recent Press Release - HDC are pushing ahead with their Local Plan and expect to have 
their Regulation 19 document ready for late November. This document will be where they allocate 
sites to deliver large numbers of homes in the future. They have applied to Government to reduce 
the total number of homes and for a 12-month delay because of Covid19 but this was rejected. Their 
existing Local Plan becomes out of date in November 2020 and without a new Local Plan the whole 
District becomes vulnerable to development. 
 
171/20 Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 17th June 2020 
Minutes of the planning meeting have been distributed to Councillors. Agreed by all. 
 
172/20 Planning Applications - 
DC/20/1046 Erection of a garage with a shallow pitched roof - 30 The Sands 
The Council had no Objections. 
 
DC/20/1097 Installation of 2.No charging bays and associated electrical connection enclosures - BP 
Fuel Petrol Filling Station 
This is a retrospective application. Councillors had no Objections, but a concern was raised about the 
proposed ‘fence mounted floodlights’ to the west of the site and potential harm to the amenity of 
nearby residents due to light pollution. 
 
FINANCE 
173/20 Clerks Overtime  
Since 1st January 2020 the Clerk has built up 18 hours of overtime, mainly dealing with the HDC Local 
Plan, Neighbourhood Plan & impact of Covid19. The budget includes an allowance for overtime. It 
was proposed to submit a claim form for payment. Agreed by all. 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/current-planning-consultations
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174/20 Correspondence – ACCT require a £20 deposit to be paid in exchange for a key to the Scout 
Hall which will be used for future meetings. Agreed by all. 
 
175/20 Expenditure (Appendix 3) 
It was resolved that the schedule of invoices for payment totalling £7,957.62 for June 2020 be 
approved.  
 
FOR INFORMATION ONLY: 
176/20  Neighbourhood Wardens Report (Appendix 1) 
 
177/20 Youth Worker Report (Appendix 2) – none. Councillors asked what the Youth Worker is 
doing during lockdown and it was reported that he is doing a lot of activities online for the 
youngsters. 
 
178/20 Report from District and County Councillors - none 
 
179/20  Correspondence received for Information – 

a. WSCC/SDNPA - Joint Soft Sand Review EIP – appointment of Planning Inspector 
b. HDC Open Space Survey - to add value to Sport, Open Space and Recreation Assessment 

Update. This can be completed as individuals and the Clerk has circulated via Facebook 
c. WSCC - More than £87,000 awarded for community flood prevention initiatives 
d. Update from Gatwick Airport 
e. WSCC – Community Volunteer Hubs report 
f. WSCC – Public Rights of Way update. Summary – routine inspections are suspended but they 

will deal with any public safety issues reported to them. The Clerk has posted on Facebook 
twice about how to report problems with PROW. 
 

PLANNING 
180/20 Planning Correspondence – none 
 
181/20 New Enforcement Allegations – none 
 
182/20 Horsham District Council Decisions  
Approvals – 
DC/19/2197 Creation of an agricultural access track and field gate access - Westlands Farm 
Billingshurst Road 
 
Refusals - none 
 
Withdrawals - none 
 
Appeals – none 
 
FINANCE 
 
183/20 Income – none 
 
184/20 ITEMS SUSPENDED AND CARRIED FORWARD: 
Defibrillator Working Party – Councillors will review project progress and try to resume it. 
AGM Business 
 
185/20 Date of Next meetings 
Planning Committee meeting: 7:30pm on Wednesday 15th & 29th July 2020 
 
Parish Council: 7:45pm on Thursday 3rd September 2020 
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There is no full Council meeting scheduled for August. Expenditure & planning applications are dealt 
with at Planning Committee meetings. The Clerk will advise and arrange a full Council meeting if 
needed. 
 
Members of the public were then asked to leave the meeting as Councillors needed to discuss 
confidential matters: None 
 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………………….  Dated:  ………………………………………………………. 
 
Members of the public should be aware that being present at a meeting of the Council or one of its 
Committees will be deemed as the person having given consent to being recorded (photograph, film 
or audio recording) at the meeting, by any person present. 
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Appendix 1 – Warden Report 

Warden Monthly Report 
June 2020 – Ashington 

Patrol hours TOTAL:   ASB incidents TOTAL:  

Foot (high visibility) 19 Noise 6 

Vehicle 42.5 Neighbours   

Notices/warnings TOTAL:  Driving/vehicles  

Fixed Penalty Notice  Bikes  

Yellow card warning  Alcohol/drugs   

Community Protection Warning/Notice  Public order  

Parking alert  Clear up/disposal reports TOTAL:  

Police reports TOTAL:  Fly tipping / flyposting 1 

Phone (including 101 and 999) 3 Graffiti 0 

Email 2 Dog fouling 2 

Intelligence report  Litter 7 

E-CINS (multi-agency reporting)  Drug litter 1 

Verbal 5 Hazards 0 

    

Admin 32 Community events attended  0 

Visits to vulnerable people (all ages) 32 School contact/engagement 0 

Signposting  Reports to DVLA 0 

Safeguarding referral  Reports to Operation Crackdown 0 

  

ASB/crime/criminal damage 
• This month we called a multi-agency meeting with the Police, the ACCT, and a resident from 

Church Lane to discuss the ongoing problems that residents were having with youths 

congregating at the Scout Hall car park during the evenings. As with previous years this 

includes playing loud music, driving anti socially and acting in an anti-social manner. This can 

go on until midnight on some occasions. We have delivered anti-social behaviour diaries to 

all of the houses opposite the car park for them to log times and dates etc. We have also 

encouraged residents to report this to the police every time it happens to help us get more 

police resourcing. The problems have started earlier this year as due to the lockdown a lot of 

the younger people were furloughed from their jobs and with the nice weather it has 

brought more people out. We have been regularly engaging with the youths and asking 

them to move to the Community Centre car park, which they have done. Most of the youths 

are not a problem and just want to park up and socialise, but unfortunately there is a small 

minority that let them down.   Not all of the group meeting up are from the village as 
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Ashington is a central point for those from other parishes, so we have been working with 

youths who are all visiting the area too.  

 

• During the beginning of the month prior to the skate park being re-opened we had to keep 

moving people out of the skate park as it was closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

• We received a report of pony and traps racing along Spear Hill. We have increased patrols in 

the area to see if we can catch it happening as this is a breach of the Public Space Protection 

Order. This has also been passed to the Police for their knowledge. 

Parking/vehicles 
• We received reports of a suspicious vehicle visiting the Cactus Farm at similar times and 

days. We are directing our patrols in the area at the times it has been reported to try and 

locate the vehicle.  

Fly tipping/littering/graffiti 
• We have received complaints regarding litter on the recreation ground which is believed to 

be left there by the young people visiting. They have been better at putting their litter in the 

bin after we have given them words of advice. We have also been litter picking on the 

recreation ground to clear any rubbish that has been left.  

 

• Throughout the month we have litter picked across the whole of the village and have 

collected a substantial amount of rubbish.  

 

• We reported an incident of fly tipping in Old London Road which was cleared shortly after. 

Community engagement/events/meetings 
• We held a meeting this month regarding the anti-social behaviour at the Scout Hall car park. 

In attendance were the Police, ACCT members, our supervisor and members of the public 

that are having problems with the anti-social behaviour in the car park. 

 

• We met with ACCT who are working with us regarding the use of CCTV. 

 

• We met with the Parish Clerk to discuss local issues and share information. 

 

• We have met with the Police numerous times regarding ongoing work we are doing with 

them. 

 

Patrols (foot/visible and car) 
• The whole village has been covered on foot and mobile patrol this month across different 

times of the day and evening. 

 

• We have paid particular attention to the Scout Hall car park and the Community Centre car 

park where we have spent a considerable  time engaging with the youths. 

Elderly and youth 
• Following on from the garden bird survey we put out as part of our lockdown newsletter we 

completed a socially distanced welfare check on each resident with the gift of a geranium. 

We did this to try and cheer them up and give them something to do. A lot of the people on 

our list were starting to feel really lonely so we thought it was a nice way to try and perk 

them up. They were all really well received and we managed to see nearly everyone on our 

list face to face. 
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• We are continuing to produce the lockdown newsletters each week. Our next challenge will 

be getting some people out and about safely again because some of the people we engage 

with are losing their confidence and physical strength because they have been stuck indoors 

for so long.  

Licensing  
Nothing to report. 

Dog related issues 
• We received a report of a resident’s dog being let out of the gate to go to the toilet and it 

not being cleaned up after. This is reported to be a regular occurrence and we are in the 

process of dealing with this. 

Cycling 
Nothing to report. 

Parish specific/other 
Nothing to report. 

Appendix 2 – Youth Worker Report 
None 
 
Appendix 3 – Expenditure 

 
All to be paid by Bank Transfer 
 
Appendix 4 
Funds held by the Parish Council on behalf of others (as at 31st December 2019): 

Ashington Rangers £724.01 
Ashington Residents Association £615.85 

Karen Dare Home office (June) £20.00

Mark Adsett Landscape Gardening (June) £587.50

Hanging Basket watering £325.00

Ashington PCC Invoice YW-2020-06 (June) £1,083.33

WSCC Salaries and Costs (June) £1,439.27

ACCT Deposit for Scout Hall key £20.00

Playsafety Ltd Play Area RoSPA reports £341.40

Navigus Planning Ltd Neighbourhood Plan work to Reg 16 £636.00

PWL Board Repayment of Public Works Loan £3,110.12

Radii Skatepark Repairs Annual Service £395.00


