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Introduction

This report represents a screening of the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment
(HRA)under Directive 92/43/EEC, also known as the Habitats Directivé

HRA is the a two-stage process to consider whether a proposed development plan or
programme is likely to have significant effects on a European site designated for its nature
conservation interest. Firstly, plans or programmes must be screened to determine ifthey
are likely to have a significant effect (and are not plans connected to the management of
the European site(s) in question). If it cannot be demonstrated during at the screening
stage that the plan or programme will not have significant effects of th e European site(s),
an OAppropriate Assessmentdo (AA) mu s t then b
detailed study of the effects of the plan or programme. The two parts together form a full
HRA.

In determining whether a proposed development plan or program me is likely to have
significant effects, the | ocal authority must
its decision. This means that if there is uncertainty as to whether the plan or programme

would cause significant effects on a European site the full AA would be required.

This report provides a screening opinion on the need for an HRA in respect of the
Ashington Neighbourhood Plan.
Ashington Neighbourhood Plan

The purpose of the Ashington Neighbourhood Plan is to provide for the sustainable
development of Ashington to make it a key service centre village for residents and
surrounding villages. To do this, it seeks to address a set of objectives organised into
themes:

Transport

1 Reduce reliance onprivate car by enhancing sustainable transport options including
public transport, green linkages and safe crossings

1 Improved accommodation of private cars, through better parking provision in retail,
community and housing areas.

Environment

1 Conserveandenhance the villageds heritage assets.
profile.

lDirective 92/ 43/ EEC 6on the conservati omtpdeur-natur al habit a
lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:319921.0043



http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:31992L0043
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:31992L0043
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9 Protect the green and rural nature of the Parish and its links to the countryside
environment.

1 Ensure that all new development is designed to protect and enhance the landscape,
reduce or minimise flood risk, promote biodiversity and positively enhance the Parish
wherever opportunities exist e.g. noise pollution from A24 and flooding at Mill Lane .

Economy

1 Develop new local services (including retail, business, education, medicband tourism)
and enhance opportunities to support existing services. Create a village centre and
consider land and business space for local needs.

Community

9 Protect, improve and/or replace existing community facilities and provide additional
facilities that meet identified local need or that are required as a consequence of future
development e.g. Youth Club, sport provision, Scout Hall, play area, schools

Planning

1 Contribute to the HDPF (Horsham District Planning Framework) requirement for new
homes by providing housing that meets the current and future needs of the Parish,
maximising opportunities for development of sustainable sites e.g. more starter homes
and more care homes.

1 Recognie the hierarchical relationship between Ashington, its surrounding
settlements and the South Downs National Park (SDNP)

The legislative background set out below outlines the regulations that require this
screening exercise. Section 4, provides a screenip assessment of the likely significant
environmental effects of the Neighbourhood Plan and wheth er there is the need for an
SEA

The designated Ashington Neighbourhood Area is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Ashington Neighbourhood Plan A rea
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2.4  The Neighbourhood Plan covers al5-year period from 2016 to 2031 and seeks, amongst

other things, to specify certain exact locations for development.

The development of the Plan has involved a Call for Sites. This resulted in 8 sites being

2.5
submitted wit hin the Neighbourhood Area. A number of sites were not taken forward for

assessment:

1 5 sites were clearly isolated from the built-up area boundary so were considered to
represent unsustainable development.

1 2 sites did not respond to further requests for i nformation.
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1 2 sites were considered too small.

1 1 site was put forward for uses not considered to align with the objectives of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

1 3 sites subsequently were granted planning permission for development.

2.6 Two of the sites taken forward were then amalgamated. This resulted in 14 sites being
taken forward for more detailed assessment, as shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Sites taken forward for detailed assessment

2.7 The draft Plan proposes allocations on Sites 1, 5 and 6 totalling approximately 225
dwellings.



