
 

 

	 	
 

 

MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 11th June 2026 at 7:45pm 

Ashington Community Centre, Foster Lane, Ashington 
 
Present:  
Councillors: Sam Barnett, Terry Kearney, Philip Kerrey (Vice-Chair), Andy Leather,  
Graeme MacPherson (Chair), Marcus Meldrum, John Morris, Tony Moss 
 
In attendance: 
Clerk and RFO: Lee English 
Horsham District Councillor: Philip Circus 
Members of the Public: 2 
 
 

 
Members of the public were reminded that they limit their participation to the Public Adjournment 
section of the meeting, and that any matters raised should be with regards to an item on the agenda 
(Standing Orders allow for 5 minutes maximum per person). Questions relating to any other items 
that are not on the agenda should be referred to the Chair or the Clerk as appropriate and outside of 
the meeting. 
 

150/26 
 

Apologies for absence 
Parish Councillors: Jeanette Lowson, Bruce Wallace, Malcolm Woolley 
District Councillor: Alan Manton 
County Councillor: Paul Marshall 
 

151/26 
 
 

Declaration of Interests and notification of change of interest 
None 
 

152/26 
 

To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting 14th May 2026 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Leather, seconded by Cllr Meldrum and APPROVED by all. 
 

153/26 
 

To approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting 26th May 2026 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Morris, seconded by Cllr Barnett and APPROVED by all. 
 

154/26 
 

Reports from District and County Councillors  
District Cllr Circus reported – 

• Community Governance Review – Cllr Circus asked the council whether the 
border issues affected this parish.  
- The parish council are not proposing any changes. 

Ashington Parish Council 
Telephone: 07851 009655 

Email: clerk@ashingtonpc.org.uk  
www.ashingtonpc.org.uk 

https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/2026.05.14_minutes_pc_meeting-45-pdffile.pdf
https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/2026.05.26_minutes_extrao_pc_meeting-14-pdffile.pdf
mailto:clerk@ashingtonpc.org.uk
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• HDC Local Plan – It is expected that this could be approved by the end of the 
year. To reach the numbers of housing that are required, it is expected that 
there needs to be a “strategic site”, potentially Adversane or Buck Barn. They 
will know more after the next cabinet meeting on 6th July. 
 

• Food waste – It was asked what the numbers were for food waste collections, 
and where does it go. 
- The numbers of households involved is increasing steadily, and he will get 

the latest figures. The waste goes to the Anaerobic Digestion Plant (ADP) at 
Horsham, where it is converted to biogas and compost material. 

 
155/26 Public Adjournment 

• Ashington Musical Theatre Society (AMTS) – Laura Mercer introduced herself 
as the Chairperson of AMTS and gave an overview. A relatively new society 
started in 2023, it focusses on modern musicals. Costs for each production 
include hall hire, bringing in outside technicians for lighting, sound, the licence 
(music and scripts), costumes, props, set building etc. To help keep ticket prices 
low, they were requesting funding for the licence for show. 
 

Questions – 
It was asked whether amateur dramatics was still strong in local communities. 
- It was responded that generally they are, but licence costs are very high. 
How many shows do they put on per year. 
- 1 musical, 1 panto and an occasional showcase in between. They also 

perform at the village festival. 
How many members are in the society? 
- This cast is 30, with tech crew and backstage totalling approx. 40-50 
Are they on track for ticket sales of 125 each evening? 
- They believe they are on track - there has been extensive advertising, and a 

24-hour flash sale to boost sales in the last week.  
 

• Green Hedges – It was raised that it seemed odd that it is being requested to 
remove water neutrality conditions when the houses had already been built. 
 

• Springboard Project – It was noted that HDC were looking to take s106 funds as 
they hadn’t been spent yet, but hadn’t we already discussed use of the funds? 
- We have responded to HDC that use of funds had been discussed at 

previous meetings for a project directly in the parish. 
 
Public adjournment closed at 8:06pm 
Cllr Circus left the meeting. 
 

156/26 Annual review of policies 
Freedom of Information, Social Media, and Training policies. 
There were no proposed amendments to the Social Media and Training Polices. 
Clerk to review combining 2 existing Freedom of Information documents into 1 and 
present draft at July meeting. 
Cllrs APPROVED 
 

157/26 Correspondence received for action 
1. Local Government Reorganisation – a second consultation has been launched. 

Consultation closes 15th June. Shaping West Sussex webpage  
It was APPROVED to submit a response reiterating our original response for 1 
unitary authority. 
 

https://www.shapingwestsussex.org/p/c/shaping-west-sussex/shaping-west-sussex
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2. HDC Community Governance Review – response from APC to be submitted by 
22nd June. CGR webpage 
It was APPROVED that the council respond that they are not requesting any 
amendments.  
 

3. HDC consultation on the Draft Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) – consultation 
closes 23rd June. Draft AQAP. Consultation 
It was AGREED that any response be on an individual basis. 
The clerk had already fed back to HDC that the consultation was written for 
responses from individuals and not easy to respond on behalf of a council.  
 

4. HALC meeting – 22nd June, 7pm Southwater  
Cllrs Kearney and Moss unable to attend. 
 

5. Delivering Community Led and Rural Affordable Housing in the Horsham 
District – 23rd June 10am-2pm, Billingshurst. Event includes talks from AiRS, 
Martin Boffey, HDC and various Community Land Trusts. 
Clerk will attend. 
 

6. New Cllr Training WSALC – 29th June, 7pm remote (free) 
Cllr Leather to attend. 

 
158/26 
 

Correspondence received for Councillor information 
1. ACCT Board of Trustees meeting minutes for 1st April 2026 

 

2. Neighbourhood Warden’s report – May 2026 Appendix 1 
 

3. HDC Local Plan Briefing – presentation slides from 26th May 2026. Examination 
update and next steps. 
 

4. Register of Interest forms – legislation is coming into force that means 
councillor’s home addresses will automatically be redacted on published forms. 

 
159/26 
 

Meetings attended by Councillors  
Ashington School – Cllrs Morris and Meldrum 21st May and 11th June. There are lots of 
projects going on including growing sunflowers, wildflower seed distribution to the 
children and creating recycling posters. 
Ashington Day Nursery – Cllrs Morris and Meldrum 4th June. 
All meetings related to Ashington in Bloom and OSE projects. 
 

160/26 
 

Chairman’s Announcements  
 

 OPEN SPACES AND ENVIRONMENT 
 

161/26 
 

Open Spaces and Environment Committee 
1. Nature Walk Project Report – 2026 Jan-Apr 
2. Hedgehogs – a draft action plan has been compiled as a basis for further action. 

 
 PLANNING 

 
162/26 Planning correspondence received for Councillor information 

1. ANP and planning application DC/25/1327 (Land East of Mousdell Close) – a 
resident has submitted a letter to the council requesting 4 actions  

1 Formally adopt a review of the “made” Ashington Neighbourhood Plan.  
2 Resolve to commence a modification or replacement of the Ashington 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/council-democracy-and-elections/district-wide-community-governance-review
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/164197/AQAP-Horsham-2026.pdf
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/Interview/53a21846-2ceb-4af7-88bd-830be81dfc0e
https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/nature-walk-project-report-2026-jan-apr-p-7-pdffile.pdf
https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/draft-hedgehog-action-plan-2026-p-37-pdffile.pdf
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3 Write to Horsham District Council notifying it of 1.1 and 1.2 as above.  
4 Consider, as a separate budget item or via a public crowdfunding 
campaign, the funding of independent planning and legal advice on 
DC/25/1327. 
 

The council discussed and AGREED the following – 
1 and 2 – It was agreed in February 2026 not to undertake a review at that time, having 
taken advice from various sources such as HDC, and independent planning consultants. 
It was also noted that a reviewed NP would only have weight at referendum stage 
(which could take 18 months – 2 years) and that we await the HDC housing targets and 
HDC Local Plan, before considering a review. 
 

3 not actioned as noted in 1 and 2. 
 

4 In relation specifically to DC/25/1327, no further action is to be taken at this time by 
the parish council. Quotes and advice have already been sought re the cost of planning 
support for any additional sites that may now come forward. It was indicated that it 
would be most likely that the parish council would fund this.  
 

163/26 Taylor Wimpey – proposals for Rectory Lane 
Cllr Paul Marshall has made contact with WSCC Highways to request that should the 
proposals progress to application stage, that a full assessment of Rectory Lane be 
undertaken given the rural nature and existing constraints of the road. 
 

Contact has also been made with the Director of Education regarding the capacity of 
the school to take additional pupils. 
 

  

Horsham District Council Planning  
 

164/26 
 

Applications  
DC/26/0673 Removal of condition 9 and 10 of previously approved application 
DC/22/0578 (Erection of 4 No. terraced dwellings with front and rear gardens and 
parking area to the rear) relating to water neutrality.  
Green Hedges, Church Lane, Ashington, RH20 3JX 
No objections were raised, but it was noted that it would have been expected that the 
conditions should have already been complied with as the dwellings had been 
completed and are occupied. 
 
DC/26/0776 Erection of a single storey side and rear extension. 
16 Chanctonbury, Ashington, RH20 3QE 
No objections were raised. 
 

165/26 
 

Decisions 
No objection to notification 
DC/26/0690 Installation of 1 No. Omni Antenna and Modem, 1 No. enclosure and RCD 
isolator plus proposed associated ancillary cable management and cables and other 
ancillary development. 
Vodafone Ltd, Telecommunications mast 5926, Electricity Sub Station, Hole Street, 
Ashington. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://iawpa.horsham.gov.uk/PublicAccess_Live/SearchResult/RunThirdPartySearch?FileSystemId=DH&FOLDER1_REF=DC/26/0673
https://iawpa.horsham.gov.uk/PublicAccess_Live/SearchResult/RunThirdPartySearch?FileSystemId=DH&FOLDER1_REF=DC/26/0776
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 FINANCE 
 

166/26 Finance matters to review 
1. Redwood 95 Day notice account – the Finance Committee approved giving 

notice for the closure of the existing 95 Day account and to transfer the funds 
to the newly opened 95 Day account (3.85%). 
Cllrs NOTED the transfer. 
 

2. HMRC mileage – has increased from 45p to 55p for cars from April 2026. 
Cllrs APPROVED adoption of the new rate. 
 

3. Section 106 funding application – HDC requested the allocation of £1,231 of 
unspent Ashington funds to the Springboard Project in Horsham. Due to the 
deadline of 10th June, it was agreed amongst Cllrs via email that the money 
should be allocated to a project directly in Ashington , and that response was 
submitted to HDC. 
Cllrs APPROVED the response. 
 

4. Lloyds Business Account – to review balance and consider transfer of funds. 
Cllrs APPROVED that the Finance Committee be delegated to consider the best 
option and to report transfer/s at the next meeting.  
 

5. Grant request – Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sussex (KSS) are requesting 
a grant of £500. 
Cllrs DECLINED to APPROVE a grant. 
 

6. Grant request – from Ashington Musical Theatre Society. A grant was 
requested for £2,030 to cover the cost of the licence for the current production.    
Cllrs DECLINED to APPROVE a grant for the licence, but did express that they 
would be interested in supporting the next venture, and would wish to have 
further discussions regarding this.  
 

167/26 Expenditure to review and approve 
1. Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) - annual membership of £253 

Cllrs APPROVED 
 

168/26 Annual review of banking arrangements 
It was proposed all existing signatories remain the same, namely - 
Lloyds current account – Clerk, Cllrs Kearney, Kerrey, MacPherson and Woolley. 
All other accounts and investments – Clerk and Cllrs MacPherson and Morris.  
Cllrs APPROVED  
 

169/26 Annual Internal Audit Report 
Councillors had been provided with a copy of the report. 
It was noted that “the systems and procedures currently in place are appropriate and 
effective”. There was one recommendation, which is to complete the review of the 
Financial Regulations to comply with the latest NALC Model version. This will be 
presented to Full Council at the July meeting for approval. 
Cllrs AGREED to note the report and the recommendation. 
 

170/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) - Section 1 Annual Governance 
Statement 2025/26 
Councillors to review and approve the AGAR Section 1, giving consideration to the 
internal auditor’s report and the council’s processes. 
It was proposed that the Clerk and Chair are approved to sign AGAR Section 1. 
Cllrs APPROVED 

https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/2025-26-internal-audit-report-p-33-pdffile.pdf
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171/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) – Section 2 Accounting 
Statements 2025/26 
Councillors had been provided with a copy of the annual accounts, accounting 
statements, and supporting documentation. These were discussed at the Finance 
Committee meeting on 21st April and the minutes approved by full council on 14th May 
2026.  
 

It was proposed that councillors consider the AGAR Section 2 - Accounting Statements 
2024/25 for approval to be signed by the chairman, noting that this had previously 
been signed by the RFO prior to presentation, as required. 
Cllrs APPROVED 
 

172/26 Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited AGAR 
This had been prepared ready for display on the website and village noticeboards on 
Friday 12th June. The inspection period to run from Monday 15th June to 24th July 
2026. 
Cllrs APPROVED the Notice of Public Rights. 
 

Cllrs APPROVED submission of all relevant AGAR documents to the external auditor. 
 

173/26 
 

Receipts for May 2026 
£135  Parish Yard parking 
£4,282.65 VAT reclaimed for 2025/26 
£25  Ashington in Bloom sponsorship 
 

174/26 
 

Payments – Appendix 2 
Cllrs APPROVED payments made on clerk’s debit card and a cash withdrawal in May 
totalling £104.14 
 
Cllrs APPROVED the June schedule of invoices for payment totalling £6,241.25 
Ashington in Bloom payments had been approved by the OSE Committee (138/26 12.) 
 

175/26 Date of next meetings 
Held at Ashington Community Centre, unless listed otherwise 
Planning Committee:   7:00pm Wednesday 24th June  
Parish Council Meeting: 7:45pm Thursday 9th July  
 

CONFIDENTIAL SESSION - the Chairman proposed, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings) Act 1960, and in accordance with Standing Orders 3d, to exclude the press and public 
on the grounds that the confidential matters to be discussed under item 176/26 below would be 
prejudicial in the public interest.  
 

Seconded by Cllr Meldrum and APPROVED by all. 
 

Confidential session stared at 9:09pm 
 

176/26 Clerk overtime 
Cllrs APPROVED a request for overtime totalling 32hrs for the month of May 2026 
(minute ref:112/26) 
 

 

Meeting closed at 9:10pm 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………………….  Date:  ………………………………………………………. 
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Working Groups Action Log 
 

Min ref  Action Allocated to Timescale / update 
009/26 
January 

Public Access Defibrillators 
To review the current situation and make any 
recommendations as required. 
 

Meldrum 
Moss 

WG closed. 
An overview will be 
presented at July 
2026 meeting. 
 

 
 

Appendix 1 – Wardens Reports 

Warden Monthly Report  

May 2026 Ashington  

  
Anti-social behaviour (ASB) and crime 
We have been dealing with reports of people making bike ramps in the Bluebell Woods. This 
has included them taking power tools down there. We are aware, monitoring and working 
on this.  
 
We are continuing to work on two neighbour disputes in the village. This is ongoing and we 
continue to work with the Police and partner agencies on the matters to try and problem 
solve and find solutions for everyone involved.  
 
A resident contacted about neighbour’s dogs barking in the early hours of the morning, We 
have advised the resident on the best way to report this and will monitor for other reports 
around this. We will also keep this in mind when we are on patrol. 
 
Fly tipping/littering/graffiti.  
We have noticed an increase in dog fouling, especially with the reports of the amounts of it 
down the footpath next to the Church. We are going to be going out and spraying the dog 
mess with fluorescent environmentally friendly paint to highlight the problem and do some 
social media posts around the subject.  
We are giving the worst affected areas more patrol time to try and make sure we can deter 
and catch people not picking up.  
We have also discussed doing a new poster competition for the young people in Ashington 
as we have done previously to get some new colourful posters made up. We will look at 
organising this when we go into visits in the school.  
 
Community engagement/events/meetings  
We held another dog behaviour event on the recreation ground, along with Bone Canis, a 
dog behaviourist and trainer and we also had Sarah from South Downs Raw attend to 
discuss with owners all things raw feeding.  
We had a good turn out, until the rain came down and we had to pack away a bit earlier 
than planned. We have another date already booked for September.  
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We started Brick Club this month, we saw a few faces coming through and have focussed on 
getting the word out to residents that it is on. We have people already letting us know they 
plan on coming to the next one. This group was requested by members of the community 
and the emphasis is a safe space, where adults can talk or build and young people can do 
the same. This is open to all ages, and we look forward to seeing more people come 
through. 
 
We held another community hub session. We are looking at winding this group down by the 
summer. We don’t feel it’s the right location and we aren’t capturing the people we 
intended the group for. I think timing has been key and the place that it is.  
 
We have had meetings this month with our new PCSO. PCSO Bell has covered Horsham 
District for a huge number of years and luckily for us we already know him. We have been 
problem solving jobs we have on, catching up on intelligence that we both need to be aware 
of and looking at planning some meet and greets with him in various places this year across 
the village for residents to talk to us about any concerns or issues they may have. 
 

Patrols (foot/visible and car)  
We have been out on patrol covering all of Ashington this month, either by foot or vehicle. 
We have particularly been paying attention to dog fouling areas of concern.  
 

Older, vulnerable people and youth  
Another visit to Rock Road was completed, engaging with the young people and finding out 
what is going on for them.  
 
We have been visiting youth club this month to engage with even more young people as we 
are seeing more out and about. We have also finalised our Summer event with Ashington 
Youth Club where we will be holding a joint event this year instead of running two separate 
events. We have an inflatable assault course booked and a bouncy castle. We will also be 
holding a BBQ and it is an event for everyone to attend. We will have some time challenges 
for the assault course and we plan it to be a lovely afternoon doing something fun. The 
young people are looking forward to this as are ourselves and Helen.   
 

Vehicle related issues.  
We have reported several vehicles this month for no MOT and no tax. We try and check 
vehicles whilst we foot patrol, but also have residents tell us about specific vehicles they 
have noticed.  
 

Parish specific/other  
We attended the Ashington Parish Council Annual meeting. It was lovely to see so many 
people attend to listen to the talk on the history of the fair.  
 

Social media/press 
We have written another article in Sussex Local and have been putting out social media 
posts relating to events we have coming up.  
 

Bryony Sparks: 07764 146368   Christina Arnold: 07764 146367  
Email: ashington.wardens@horsham.gov.uk  

mailto:ashington.wardens@horsham.gov.uk
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Appendix 2 – Payments 
 
May payments on Clerk’s debit card 
 

DEB Amazon Envelopes for Ashington In Bloom project £17.99 
DEB Sainsburys Annual Parish Meeting - refreshments (108/26 2.) £36.15 
CSH Robert Harris Annual Parish Meeting talk (108/26 2.) £50.00 
  TOTAL   £104.14 

 
June payments approved 
 

BACS Lee English Home office (May 2026) £26.00 
BACS Philip Kerrey Annual Parish Meeting - refreshments (108/26 2.) £10.50 
BACS Mark Adsett Landscape gardening (May 2026) £822.50 
BACS WSCC Salaries and oncosts (May 2026) £1,895.46 
BACS HDC Litter and dog bin emptying £486.20 
BACS Mulberry Local Auth Serv Ltd Internal audit for 2025-26 £297.90 
BACS Society of Local Council Clerks Annual membership (167/26 1.) £253.00 
BACS Staples (Banner Group) Stationery  £66.88 
BACS Ferring Nurseries Hanging baskets, installation, removal costs £2,012.13 
BACS South & South East in Bloom Entry fee for Parish in Bloom (079/26 3.) £65.00 
BACS Teresa Ford Ashington in Bloom - compost £36.00 
BACS Shirley Leather Ashington in Bloom - plants and flowers £50.00 
BACS Robert Butler Ashington in Bloom - 4 wooden planters £192.00 
DEB Giff Gaff Mobile phone top-up £6.00 
DD SmartestEnergy Electricity supply - Parish Yard (May 2026) £13.18 
DD Lloyds Bank charges (monthly) £8.50 
  TOTAL   £6,241.25 

 
 
 


