
 

 

	 	
 

 

MINUTES of the Extraordinary Full Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 26th May 2026, at 7:30pm 

Ashington Community Centre, Foster Lane, Ashington 
 
Present:  
Councillors: Sam Barnett, Terry Kearney, Philip Kerrey (Vice-Chair), Andy Leather,  
Graeme MacPherson (Chair), Marcus Meldrum, John Morris, Bruce Wallace 
 
In attendance: 
Invited Guests: Ravail Marwaha and John Aylwin (Taylor Wimpey), Stephen Whittaker (Charles & 
Associates), Jane Piper (Lucid Planning), Tina Spires (Urban Place Lab) and George Heal (Meeting 
Place) 
Members of the Public: 18 
County Councillor: Paul Marshall 
 
 

 
Members of the public were reminded that they limit their participation to the Public Adjournment 
section of the meeting, and that any matters raised should be with regards to an item on the agenda 
(Standing Orders allow for 5 minutes maximum per person). Questions relating to any other items 
that are not on the agenda should be referred to the Chair or the Clerk as appropriate and outside of 
the meeting. 
 

146/26 
 

Apologies for absence 
Councillors: Jeanette Lowson, Tony Moss and Malcolm Woolley 
District Councillor: Allan Manton 
Clerk: Lee English (in the absence of the clerk, the Chair acted as minute taker) 
 

147/26 
 
 

Declaration of Interests and notification of change of interest 
Cllrs were reminded that existing declarations remained in force.  
No additional declarations of interest were made.   
 

148/26 Taylor Wimpey 
The Chair introduced representatives from Taylor Wimpey, who attended to present 
details of a proposed planning application to be submitted to Horsham District Council 
(HDC). It was emphasised that no formal application had yet been submitted. 

Key Points from the presentation: 
• Horsham District is under pressure to increase housing supply due to 

government housing targets and delays to the Local Plan process. 
 

• The proposed development site is located off Rectory Lane. 
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• Taylor Wimpey is proposing approximately 120 new homes, with 35% affordable 
housing. 
 

• The scheme would be submitted as an outline planning application, establishing 
the principle of development, while reserving detailed design matters for a later 
stage. 
 

• Existing landscape features, including hedgerows, trees, watercourses, and 
flood-risk areas, would be retained and incorporated into the design. 
 

• Sustainable drainage systems and open green spaces would form part of the 
development. 
 

• Ecological enhancements would aim to achieve biodiversity net gain. 
 

• Two potential vehicle access points were identified, designed to minimise tree 
loss.  
 

• Pedestrian and cycle links to the village and school were highlighted as part of 
the transport strategy. 

 
A copy of the presentation will be provided to the Council. 
 
Councillors were invited to ask questions following the presentation. 
Questions were asked in relation to: 

• Compliance with Ashington Neighbourhood Plan  
• Location of play areas in the vicinity of flood risk zones and SUDS 
• Transport and access 
• Education capacity 
• Provision of community facilities. 

149/26 Public Adjournment 
Councillor Paul Marshall (WSCC) made representations in relation to Education and 
Transport. 

Members of the public were then invited to raise questions and comments.  
Questions were asked in relation to: 

• Transport 
• Access 
• Flooding 
• School capacity 
• Over development  
• Lack of provision of community facilities 

Representatives from Taylor Wimpey were thanked for their presentation. 

The meeting concluded following the public discussion and questions session. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 9:10 pm 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………………….  Date:  ………………………………………………………. 


