& % Ashington Parish Council
§ % Telephone: 07851 009655

Email: clerk@ashingtonpc.org.uk
www.ashingtonpc.org.uk

MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on
Thursday 14th May 2026, at 7:45pm
Ashington Community Centre, Foster Lane, Ashington

Present:
Councillors: Sam Barnett, Terry Kearney, Philip Kerrey (Vice-Chair), Andy Leather, Jeanette Lowson,
Marcus Meldrum, John Morris, Tony Moss, Bruce Wallace

In attendance:
Clerk and RFO: Lee English
Members of the Public: 3

In accordance with Standing Orders, as the Chair was absent, the Vice-Chair presided over the
meeting.

Members of the public were advised that they have a right to film and/or record the meetings of
Ashington Parish Council, and that by attending a meeting of the Council, they give their consent to
being filmed and/or recorded by other members of the public, if such activity is taking place.

The Clerk may record the meeting for the purposes of minute taking.

Members of the public were reminded that they limit their participation to the Public Adjournment
section of the meeting, and that any matters raised should be with regards to an item on the agenda
(Standing Orders allow for 5 minutes maximum per person). Questions relating to any other items
that are not on the agenda should be referred to the Chair or the Clerk as appropriate and outside of
the meeting.

113/26 Apologies for absence
Parish Councillors: Graeme MacPherson, Malcolm Woolley
County Councillor: Paul Marshall

114/26 Election of Chair and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr MacPherson had been nominated by Cllr Woolley and seconded by Clir Meldrum.
There being no other nominations, Cllr MacPherson was unanimously elected as Chair.
Clirs APPROVED the Chair signing the Declaration of Office at the earliest opportunity.

115/26 Election of Vice-Chair and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Clir Kerrey had been nominated by Clir Kearney and seconded by Clir Lowson.
There being no other nominations, Clir Kerrey was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair
and signed the Declaration of Office.
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116/26

117/26

118/26

119/26

120/26

121/26

Annual review of Committees, Steering Groups and Working Groups
Committees
The committees were APPROVED as follows —

- Finance Cllirs MacPherson, Morris, Moss, Woolley

- Open Spaces & Environment  Clirs Barnett, Lowson, Meldrum, Morris, Moss

- Planning Clirs Kearney, Leather, Lowson, MacPherson,
Woolley

- Staffing Clirs Barnett, Kerrey, Moss

Steering Groups (SG) and Working Groups (WG)
The groups were APPROVED as follows —

- Neighbourhood Wardens SG Clirs Meldrum, Moss
- Neighbourhood Wardens Scheme WG Clirs Meldrum, Moss
- Parish Yard redevelopment WG Clirs Kerrey, Lowson, Meldrum

It was AGREED to close the following Working Groups
- Neighbourhood Development — work to sit under Planning Committee
- Parish Council office
- Public Access Defibrillators — it was acknowledged that the work is ongoing, but
outside of the scope of the parish council as they have no responsibility for
them. 2 residents however are overseeing the scheme.

It was raised that the code for the defibrillators was published in the village newsletter
and that the code should not publicised. In the event of an emergency, the emergency
services would provide the code.

Annual review of Terms of Reference for Committees

These were reviewed for Finance, Planning, Open Space and Environment and Staffing
Committees. No amendments were proposed.

Clirs APPROVED the existing Terms of Reference.

Appointment of representatives to outside bodies
The following appointments were APPROVED —

Horsham District Association of Local Council (HALC)  —Clirs Kearney, Moss
West Sussex Association of Local Councils (WSALC) — Cllrs Moss, Wallace
Ashington Youth Club — ClIr Kerrey

Schedule of meetings for 2026-27

To review and approve the meetings calendar to May 2027.

It was noted that all committee meetings had been moved to Wednesdays.
Clirs APPROVED the calendar schedule.

Annual review of the Code of Conduct

No substantial amendments proposed other than to add dates of LGAs new model code
being 2020 and HDCs amendments as being 2021.

Clirs APPROVED the revised Code of Conduct.

Clirs signed their Code of Conduct forms (those absent to sign at earliest convenience).

Annual review of Standing Orders
Minor revisions had been proposed further to a NALC 2025 update.
Clirs APPROVED the revised Standing Orders.
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122/26

123/26

124/26

125/26

126/26

127/26

Annual review of the Register of Members Interests
All councillors were reminded to ensure their forms were up to date and to confirm as
such to the clerk.

Annual review of the council’s Financial Regulations, Financial Risk Assessment
documents and Asset Register

Financial Regulations — there is an updated model template available from NALC. The
Finance Committee are in the process of reviewing it, therefore it was proposed to
approve the current regulations.

Clirs APPROVED

Financial Risk Assessment — Minor updates such as Parish Yard rental income figure and
current number of noticeboards.
Clirs APPROVED

Asset Register — this is updated regularly as and when assets are purchased or disposed
of. The current asset register is on the website.
Clirs NOTED the current register

Annual review of Councillors’ and Chairs’ allowances

Councillors were reminded that the council does have a scheme of members’
allowances. The Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) Regulations 2003 allow a
parish council to pay a “basic parish allowance” to its Chair only, or to each of its elected
members (co-opted members do not qualify). The council may also pay a chairman’s
allowance to enable expenses to be met relating specifically to the role (£100 has been
budgeted and approved for this year). Current “basic parish allowance” for those that
are eligible is £430 per annum.

Councillors were reminded that they can claim all modest travelling and subsistence
expenses incurred while undertaking parish council business, such as attending
meetings or training courses.

Cllr Wallace requested to take the basic parish allowance.
(The minutes to note that Clir Wallace approached the clerk after the meeting and asked

to rescind his request to take the allowance).

Monthly Parish Council Business

To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting 9th April 2026
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by Clir Meldrum, seconded by Clir Leather and APPROVED by all.

Complaint considered under the Parish Council’s Complaints Policy

Clirs had received the report from the Complaints Panel with regard to a formal
complaint received. The panel asked that the recommendations be approved by
the council - Appendix 1

Clirs APPROVED the recommendations.

Reports from District and County Councillors
None



https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/2026.04.09_minutes_pc_meeting-48-pdffile.pdf
https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/2026.05.08_complaints_panel_response_response-34-pdffile.pdf

128/26

129/26

130/26

131/26

132/26

Neighbourhood Wardens Steering
A meeting had been held that week with the Wardens, their supervisor and the clerk.
Issues raised —
- Uncertainty regarding future of the scheme with the LGR.
- Community review still pending, but to be updated to include the LGR process.
- Warden’s Supervisor to research what the other schemes are doing with regards
to the LGR and the potential future of all the schemes (7).

Wardens report for April 2026 - Appendix 2

Public Adjournment
1. Complaint against the council — it was asked whether the original complaint
would be published in its entirety.

- It was responded that an extensive email had been received, but that it
concluded by formally raising 2 specific allegations - these were the matters
dealt with by the Complaints Panel. The original email in its entirety was
however used as supporting information for the 2 specific allegations and is
noted in Annex A of the decision document as published with the May
agenda as a supporting document. The decision document gave due
consideration to the matters raised and gave a good overview of the whole
email. It was noted that consideration had to be given to GDPR with regards
to potentially confidential information being released to the public.

Public adjournment closed at 8:05pm

Correspondence received for action
1. Community Governance Review — will commence on 9th May until 22nd June.
Clirs to review the information and consider a response to be discussed at the
June PC meeting.

Correspondence received for Councillor information

1. ACCT Bot meeting minutes for 4th March 2026.

2. ACCT letter dated 5th May 2026 received regarding corporate trustee proposal
previously submitted by the council — to be considered for a later agenda.

3. AYCreport for Q4 Jan — Mar 2026.

4. The Good Councillors Guide to Website Accessibility — an updated version has
been released to provide support for the AGAR Assertion 10 section.

5. Speed Indicator Device data for March and April.

6. Around the District meetings — the feedback has been collated by HDC.

Meetings attended by Councillors
Ashington in Bloom meetings — Clirs Lowson, Meldrum, Morris and Moss
- This has been very successful with 20 + volunteers involved. Looking to continue
this after the competition has been judged. It's been beneficial for not only
improving areas of the village but bringing people together. Encouraging to see
new residents involved. Sponsorship has been received from village businesses
towards the project.
Ashington CE School re Ashington in Bloom — Clirs Meldrum, Morris and Wallace
- 4 projects underway with the school and they are looking at ways to assist them
with their allotment.
Ashington Youth Club — ClIr Kerrey
Complaints Panel — ClIrs Barnett and Meldrum
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133/26

134/26

135/26

136/26

Chairman’s Announcements
None

OPEN SPACES AND ENVIRONMENT

To approve the minutes of the Open Spaces and Environment Committee meeting
23rd April 2026

The minutes have been circulated to councillors. Agreement was sought for the
following proposals —

WSCC Donate a Tree Scheme

1. To approve the purchase of 6 trees at £283 per tree = £1,698

2. To be noted that WSCC notes a review of prices in April 2026 and to approve
purchase if the price increases, to be reported at following meeting.

3. To use monies from the Street Trees Earmarked Reserve. (£1,745 remains of a
donation from a resident for this purpose)

4. To approve that the OSE Committee proposes the appropriate locations in the
parish, and species of trees, following WSCC guidelines.

Tree Wardens
5. To approve the recruitment of a tree warden/s.

Ashington In Bloom
6. To approve the painting of the front fence (forest green) at the Parish Yard and

approve expenditure of up to £100 for materials.

Love Your Street
7. To approve the initiative and for the OSE Committee to progress it.

Clirs NOTED the annual land inspection report. Any expenditure will be submitted to Full
Council for approval.

Clirs APPROVED items 1-7

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by Clir Barnett, seconded by Clir Meldrum and APPROVED by all.

PLANNING

Taylor Wimpey
26th May has been confirmed for them to attend a meeting. Agenda to follow.

Horsham District Council Planning

Applications
DC/26/0460 Surgery to 1 x Oak

8 Chanctonbury, Ashington, RH20 3QE

To NOTE that as the Planning Committee meeting of 23rd April was cancelled due to
being inquorate, the committee agreed by email to submit the response that the matter
be deferred to the HDC Tree Officer.
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137/26

138/26

$106/26/0014 Deed of variation to amend definition of affordable rented and shared
ownership housing to inter-mediate housing

Chanctonbury Nurseries, Rectory Lane, Ashington, RH20 3AS

The Clirs agreed to defer the matter to the HDC Housing Officer / Department, however,
the council wished to raise concerns that the type of housing being requested is not in
accordance with the original proposed s106 agreement tenure of housing. It is
considered that there is a concern regarding the affordability of housing, in accordance
with the permitted application detail.

Application to note (no PC response required)

DC/26/0690 Installation of 1 No. Omni Antenna and Modem, 1 No. enclosure and RCD
isolator plus proposed associated ancillary cable management and cables and other
ancillary development.

Vodafone Ltd, Telecommunications Mast 5926, Electricity Sub Station, Hole Street,
Ashington.

Decisions

Permitted

DC/26/0111 Fell 1 x Common Beech

Land to the rear of Jenny Wrens, 32 Rectory Close, Ashington, RH20 3LP

DC/26/0175 Erection of single-storey link extension.
Staverton Field, Billingshurst Road, Ashington, RH20 3AY

DC/26/0176 Erection of a three bay carport.
Staverton Field, Billingshurst Road, Ashington, RH20 3AY

DC/26/0310 Erection of an additional storey to one wing of the existing bungalow, and
conversion of a flat roof into a pitched roof on the other wing of the existing bungalow.
Erection of a detached garage.

Moonfleet, Mill Lane, Ashington, RH20 3BX

Refused

DC/25/2104 Permission in Principle for the demolition of existing stables building and
erection of a single dwelling on the footprint.

Winstons Farm, Muttons Lane, Ashington, RH20 3AL

DC/26/0131 Conversion of existing 1no. 3 bedroom flat into 1no. 1 bedroom flat and
1no. 3 bedroom flat, conversion of the loft into habitable living space with the
installation of 3no. rooflights, erection of a two storey and single storey rear extension,
and alterations to fenestration.

Dorlyn House, London Road, Ashington, RH20 3JT

FINANCE
To approve the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting 21st April 2026

The minutes have been circulated to councillors. Agreement is sought for the following
proposals —

Banking arrangements and investments
1. Lloyds Current Account - To move £35,000 into a Redwood 95 Day Notice
account at 3.85%



Cllrs MacPherson and Morris proposed as signatories.
Clirs APPROVED

2. Redwood 1 Yr FTD — to move the capital and interest (£30,000 + £1,275) into a
new Redwood 1 Yr Bond (currently 3.90%) when the current bond matures on
21/05/26.
Cllrs MacPherson and Morris proposed as signatories.
Clirs APPROVED

3. Investment rates — agreement to be sought also, that should the rate change
between approval and applying for the account, that an investment for the
same amount, for a comparable account, be opened instead, subject to
approval by the Finance Committee.
Clirs APPROVED

CIL Funds
4. CIL receipts for DC/24/1081 (DC/22/0372) Chanctonbury Nurseries — to move
the final receipt of £32,691.77 into an EMR.
Cllrs APPROVED
5. CIL funds deadline October 2026 — to consider use of funds for refurbishment of
assets on the London Road, including benches and metal bins.
Cllrs APPROVED

Income

6. Parish Yard lease arrangement — to propose the continued use of the Parish
Yard as a car parking area for The Nursery be offered for another 12 months at
the expiry of the current year on 31st July.
Clirs APPROVED

7. Parish Yard rental — to propose that the monthly rental be increased by £5 to
£140.
Clirs APPROVED

Ashington in Bloom (AiB)

8. To create an Ashington in Bloom (AiB) Earmarked Reserve (EMR)

9. To transfer £1,000 from the Community Funding EMR to the AiB EMR.

10. Sponsorship —to propose a suggested donation of £25.

11. To agree to hold any sponsorship receipts in the AiB EMR.

12. Expenditure — for 3 members of the OS&E Committee to approve expenditure
from the EMR, to be reported at the next council meeting.
Clirs APPROVED items 8 - 12

Grants and Donations
13. To consider a Grants and Donations Policy
Clirs APPROVED

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by Clir Leather, seconded by Clir Morris and APPROVED by all.

The Clerk will meet with the internal auditor on 20th May. The council will undertake
the annual review of financial controls, accounts, and the Annual Return at the June
meeting so the Chairman can sign everything prior to sending to the external auditor by
the deadline of 30th June 2026.

139/26 Correspondence received for Councillor information
1. Public Works Loan — the outstanding balance at 31st March 2026 is £14,490.75
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140/26

141/26

142/26

143/26

2. Ashington Musical Theatre Society (AMTS) have submitted a request for
funding support. The clerk will pass them the Grants and Donations application
form to complete.

Expenditure to review and approve
1. Lloyds Business account fees — the general account maintenance fee will
increase from £8.50 to £10.00 month from the July billing period.
To NOTE that other fees will increase —
- Cash paid in - £1.60 for every £100
- Cash withdrawn - £1.60 for every £100
- Cheque paidin- £1.20
- Cheque paid out - £1.20
Cllrs APPROVED

2. NALC AND WSALC - to approve the subscriptions for 2026/27
NALC £181.98 and WSALC £806.20 total £988.18
Clirs APPROVED

3. Play Area Inspections — Due to take place from June onwards. Cost of £83 +vat
per play area (4 areas) plus £4 +vat for any extra items above the average of 5
items per site (3 items) = £344 +vat (last year £332 +vat).

Clirs APPROVED

Receipts

£135 Parish Yard parking

£32,691.77 CIL payment (Chanctonbury Nurseries development)
£74,341.50 1st Payment 2026-27 precept

Payments (Appendix 3)
Clirs APPROVED payments made on the clerk’s debit card in April totalling £9.00
£9.00 - Spare key for padlock for access gates to woodland

Clirs APPROVED the May schedule of invoices for payment totalling £7,646.87

Date of next meetings
Held at Ashington Community Centre, unless listed otherwise

Annual Parish Meeting 7:00pm Thursday 21st May (doors open 6:30pm)
Planning Committee: 7:00pm Thursday 28th May
Parish Council Meeting: 7:45pm Thursday 11th June

CONFIDENTIAL SESSION - the Chairman proposed, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to

Meetings) Act 1960, and in accordance with Standing Orders 3d, to exclude the press and public
on the grounds that the confidential matters to be discussed under item 144/26 and 145/26
below would be prejudicial in the public interest.

Seconded by Clir Lowson and APPROVED by all.

Confidential session stared at 8:50pm

144/26

Parish Council Office
To consider the offer of a lease for a room in the Ashington Community Centre for the
purposes of a parish council office.

The matter was discussed, and the following response will be sent to the ACCT —



- The council thank the ACCT for an offer of first refusal for the room.

- The council confirm their interest in using the room for a Parish Office.

- It was agreed it would be beneficial to the village.

- A commercial rental valuation has been offered; the council request a non-
commercial rental offer as the council are a non-commercial organisation.

- Any rental must provide value for money as it will be funded by the parish
precept and ultimately the residents.

- Arental period of 2 years would be sought rather than the potential 5 years
mooted. This would also align to the end date of the Public Works Loan (July
2028).

145/26 Clerk overtime
Clirs APPROVED a request for overtime totalling 32hrs for the month of April 2026
(minute ref: 112/26).

Meeting closed at 9:00 pm
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Working Groups Action Log

Min ref | Action Allocated to | Timescale / update

009/26 Public Access Defibrillators Meldrum WG closed.

January | To review the current situation and make any | Moss An overview will be
recommendations as required. presented at July

2026 meeting.

008/26 Parish Council Office Kerrey WG closed.
January | Toinvestigate options available. Lowson Any further
Meldrum information /

recommendations /
proposals can be
submitted to council
as required moving
forward.




Appendix 1 - Recommendations from Complaints Panel

1. The Council note and agree the recommendations of the Complaints Panel in concluding this
matter.

2. The Council should stress that its minutes are a record of decisions, not a blow-by- blow
account of discussions. Discussions take place in public but are not (and should not) be
recorded verbatim in the minutes.

3. Members of the public attending Council meetings should be reminded that the public
adjournment exists to allow members of the public to raise questions or make
representations about an item on the agenda; it is not the mechanism for debate or
discussion of issues.

4. Where a member of the public or representative of a village organisation wishes to discuss a
matter with the Parish Council, it is likely to be beneficial to raise the matter informally in
the first instance. This allows the consideration of options and development of a resolution
that can then be decided by the Council.

5. The Clerk and the Chair are authorised to speak on behalf of the Council. The principal point
of contact with the Council is the Parish Clerk who is the Council’s Proper Officer. The Clerk
has delegated authority to progress matters on behalf of the Council however decisions
(other than those delegated) can only be made by a vote of the Full Council.

6. If the matter requires a decision by Councillors, it must be presented in sufficient time to be
included in the agenda. The practice of submitting responses on the day of the meeting, as
outlined above, means matters will be delayed until the next meeting. A period of four clear
days (not including the day on which the agenda is issued or the day of the meeting) is
required for a matter to appear on the agenda in accordance with the Council’s Standing
Orders.

Appendix 2 — Wardens Report

Warden Monthly Report

April 2026 Ashington

Anti-social behaviour (ASB) and crime

We are still working on an ongoing neighbour dispute with partner agencies. We have had
some meetings this month to see if we can bring it to a resolution, but there is still ongoing
work for us and partner agencies to do.

Fly tipping/littering/graffiti.

After a successful litter pick last month, we have been out doing litter picks whilst out on
foot patrol. We have again reported the slip roads to see if we can get those tided up.
We have reported one lot of fly tipping which was collected.
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Community engagement/events/meetings
We held another successful journey group which was positive for parents and carers of
children with SEN, this group is open to anyone who would like to join.

We had community hub which is something we are looking at winding down for numerous
reasons, but we will look to wind it down by the summer and focus our efforts elsewhere.

We are looking forward to brick club starting in May. This is on Saturday 9t" May from 10am-
11.30am. We have already had parents in contact about attending. This is something that
has been requested by residents and young people, so we are hoping it delivers something
they want.

Patrols (foot/visible and car)

We have been out on patrol covering all of Ashington this month, either by foot or vehicle.
We have particularly been trying to tick off the rural footpaths to check if any are overgrown
and need reporting to be cut back to keep them accessible.

Older, vulnerable people and youth |
We have been in youth club this month, partnership working with Helen and planning our
summer event.

We have been visiting a resident in the village that has been unable to get out and is looking
for ways to socialise. We are giving the support they need to try and get out and support
around loneliness and isolation.

We are in the process of updating our elderly and vulnerable list. Our list needs updating
from time to time as residents’ circumstances change. If you know of a resident, you think
would benefit from being on the list then please let us know. We do always ask the
residents permission.

We have received reports this month of young people digging in bluebell woods. It looks like
they are trying to make jumps for bikes. It has since stopped, but we will monitor this going
forward.

We have visited Rock Road again this month. The young people are so engaging especially
the residents of Ashington who are extremely keen to come and talk and that continues
when we are out and about in Ashington which is really positive.

Vehicle related issues.

We are revisiting the idea of a TRO in the village but will liaise with the parish to make sure
we have discussed pros and cons for each area. We will be in contact with the clerk to
arrange a walk about. We are particularly keen to have double yellow links round the bends
from the church to the school. We know that is unlikely to be accepted on a TRO on its own.
We have had other residents come forward to complain about other parking issues so we
can look at these and hopefully apply for all the agreed areas on one TRO. We are hoping to
get this done as soon as possible because the parking on the bends round by the church to
the school can be very dangerous.
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Parish specific/other

We have been supporting a business in the village who are suffering with people smoking
cannabis by their business. We are in conversations with the police to look at the impact
and what can be achieved to improve this for the business.

We have our dog event coming up on the recreation ground on Wednesday 13" May 4pm-
6pm. We have arranged this in response to dog jobs we have coming in. This is a free event
and an opportunity to talk all things dog with Bone Canis who have kindly agreed to come
along and share tips for owners about anything dog behaviour related. We also invited the
lovely South Downs Raw to come along and share all things raw feeding with residents or
just general feeding advice. We have another event booked for later this year as well.

Social media/press

We continue to write monthly articles in Sussex Local. It’s really positive to hear residents
tell you they read your article and have found it useful.

We are also still posting on social media and focussing on advertising what we are doing
with events.

Bryony Sparks: 07764 146368

Christina Arnold: 07764 146367 Email: ashington.wardens@horsham.gov.uk

Appendix 3 — Payments

April payments on Clerk’s debit card

DEB ' Lee English
TOTAL

May payments for approval

BACS | Lee English
BACS ' John Morris
BACS = Mark Adsett
BACS = WSCC
BACS = WSCC
BACS  Intratest
BACS | West Sussex ALC Ltd
BACS | Radikls
BACS | Business Stream
DEB | Giff Gaff
DD Smartestenergy
DD Lloyds

TOTAL

Spare key for padlock for woodland access gates

Home office (Apr 2026)

Herbs (AYC) and Sunflower seeds (school)
Landscape gardening (Apr 2026)

Salaries and oncosts (Apr 2026)

Payroll admin Oct 25-Mar 26

Lighting columns testing (hanging baskets)
WSALC & NALC subscription 2026/27
Website & email hosting

Water supply - Parish Yard (3 months)
Mobile phone topup

Electricity supply - Parish Yard (Apr 2026)
Bank charges (monthly)

£9.00
£9.00

£26.00
£44.23
£822.50
£4,624.87
£58.82
£900.00
£988.18
£132.62
£22.40
£6.00
£12.75
£8.50
£7,646.87
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