& e Ashington Parish Council
§ /@@% Telephone: 07851 009655

Email: clerk@ashingtonpc.org.uk
www.ashingtonpc.org.uk

MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting held on
Thursday 13th November 2025, at 7:45pm
Ashington Community Centre, Foster Lane, Ashington

Present:
Councillors: Terry Kearney, Philip Kerrey (Vice-Chair), Jeanette Lowson, Marcus Meldrum,
John Morris, Tony Moss, Bruce Wallace, Malcolm Woolley

In attendance:

Clerk and RFO: Lee English

Horsham District Councillors: Alan Manton
Invited Guests: Ashington Youth Club
Members of the Public: 4

In accordance with Standing Orders, as the Chair was absent, the Vice-Chair presided over the
meeting.

Members of the public were reminded that they limit their participation to the Public Adjournment
section of the meeting, and that any matters raised should be with regards to an item on the agenda
(Standing Orders allow for 5 minutes maximum per person). Questions relating to any other items
that are not on the agenda should be referred to the Chair of the meeting or the Clerk as
appropriate and outside of the meeting.

290/25 Apologies for absence
Councillors: Sam Barnett, Graeme MacPherson (Chair)
Horsham District Councillor: Philip Circus (received via Clir Manton)
County Councillor: Paul Marshall

291/25 Declaration of Interests and notification of change of interest
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined
under the Localism Act 2011).

Cllr Wallace - 298/25

292/25 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting 9th October 2025
The minutes to be approved as a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by Clir Meldrum, seconded by Clir Morris and APPROVED by all.



https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/2025.10.09_minutes_pc_meeting-43-pdffile.pdf
mailto:clerk@ashingtonpc.org.uk

293/25

294/25

295/25

Ashington Youth Club Quarterly Report

A report had been received for Q2 July - September. Youth Worker Helen gave an
overview as to the activities that had been held recently such as a Halloween party, trips
to bowling and an escape room, and many upcoming activities and events such as ice
skating, festive parties, quizzes and film nights. They continue to hold events to raise
funds. ITV News had recently visited and filmed a piece about youth views on politics
and social media; this would be coming out in the near future.

The youth club were thanked for the use of the building for the Parish in Bloom /
Ashington in Bloom meetings.

Reports from District and County Councillors
Cllr Manton reported -

1. Water Neutrality - HDC had issued a briefing that day confirming the withdrawal
of water neutrality. There is a new licence due to be ratified in March 2026
regarding this, but HDC are taking a cautious approach and awaiting further
details. It is likely that with regard to any applications that have previously gone
through and had water neutrality conditions attached, these may come back to
planning for removal of conditions. HDC targets will remain at 110 litres per
person per day for new developments. Southern Water have reduced the
abstraction rate of water at the Hardham aquifer. It is expected that there will
be an increase in speculative development applications now.

2. Emerging Local Plan - HDC are revisiting this with the Local Government
Inspector who paused the plan, following the withdrawal of water neutrality
and other issues relating to Crawley BC and housing numbers.

Clir Manton was thanked by the council for his professional argument and impassioned
speech at the planning committee meeting with regards to the planning application
DC/23/0406 Land West of Ashington School. He responded that he is still prepared to
take forward the issue of parishes that take a huge amount of time and expense to
make a neighbourhood plan, for that to then be disregarded at the decision stage.

Clirs raised the other issue of the lack of involvement in general for parish councils to be
involved in the discussions regarding Local Government Reorganisation in the district.
The White Paper (Devolution) also gives minimal mention regarding the role that parish
councils will have in the process, particularly given the increased responsibilities they
will all take on.

Cllr Manton enquired if there were any HDC assets that the council may wish to take on
in the village. It was responded that of the 3 HDC assets in the village, there was an area
in The Sands that could be taken on, but further discussions would need to be
undertaken with regards to cost implications to the parish council.

Clirs raised the issue regarding the HDC Neighbourhood Warden scheme and if a parish
council were to consider employing wardens independently in the future, there would
be an increase in associated costs to the council, above and beyond that already
incurred.

Clir Manton and the AYC Youth Worker left the meeting at 8:04pm

Public Adjournment

No questions were asked.



296/25

297/25

298/25

Neighbourhood Wardens Steering Group

The steering group had met that week for the first time in a while, due to recent staff
changes. In attendance were Sharon Cadman, HDC Community Safety Officer (Crime)
and Ross Spanton, the new Neighbourhood Warden Team Leader, who has a strong
community safety background, both in local authorities and policing.

As raised with ClIr Manton, there was a discussion about areas that would fall under the
parish council’s remit should a warden scheme be taken on, such as employment costs,
HR, vehicle administration, insurance etc. It was also noted that the identity and
uniformity of the scheme could potentially be lost, should each council have a different
scheme. Currently the existing Wardens provide support and work across other schemes
and vice versa and that could be lost also.

Warden'’s report for October 2025 - Appendix 1

Speedwatch
Clir Kerrey provided the following update -

As stated at an earlier council meeting, Speedwatch sessions have been halted for the
time being and therefore this report is solely about the data supplied by the Speed sign.

In early September the sign was moved to the Billingshurst Road to monitor vehicles
heading North. Data showed that 55% observed the limit and 27% remaining under
35mph whilst the remaining 18% obviously considered the limit did not apply to them.

When the sign was rotated to monitor southbound traffic, where traffic speeds were
slower, 68% observed the limit with a further 20% under 35mph, but 12% again not
observing it at all. However, it was noted that traffic heading Northbound, with the sign
pointing the other way, reverted back to only 48% observing the limit, with a further
28% under 35% but 24% ignoring it completely.

The data shows that the signs are having a positive impact on driving habits although it
was also noted that some significantly high speeds had been recorded.

We have received correspondence from a Billingshurst Road resident asking why the
sign had been returned to The London Road, stating that speeds had noticeably
increased. We have replied outlining the present structure with the sign being rotated
between sites.

Old School building and land behind - Rectory Lane
Clir Wallace left the meeting at 8:11pm

The following statement was provided with regard to the issue highlighted by residents.

The council are aware of concerns regarding the land behind the old school building. The
building is not listed, but was highlighted in the Ashington Neighbourhood Plan as being
worthy of designation as a “Local Heritage Asset” along with the Methodist Chapel
building on the London Road.

In the evidence base for the emerging HDC Local Plan, document 3.03 sites not
identified for potential allocation highlights the Ashington Glebe Land “Northern
Cluster” as 5 land parcels north of Rectory Lane owned by 3 landowners that combined
to make a “consortium” - Devine Homes, Taylor Wimpey and the Diocese of Chichester.

A proposal for approx. 452 homes, land for a new primary school (should land not be
safeguarded in the school’s existing location), and other existing community facilities
was considered “unsuitable in terms of the cumulative impact on local services and
infrastructure ... and may have a negative impact on social cohesion, and the


https://www.horsham.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/131737/HDC-Reg-19-Site-Assessment-Report-Part-IV-Rejected-Smaller-Sites-Dec-2023.pdf
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/131737/HDC-Reg-19-Site-Assessment-Report-Part-IV-Rejected-Smaller-Sites-Dec-2023.pdf
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300/25

environmental fabric of the village”. Although the cumulative Northern Cluster was not
considered appropriate at that time for the Local Plan, it was noted that the sites could
be submitted separately for development at a later date.

The old school building and a small section of land surrounding it is owned by a charity,
Ashington Church of England School and School House, whose income is used to support
the education of children at the existing primary school. The east side of the playground,
rear play area and the field behind are owned by a separate land owner. The Old School,
known as site 15, was rejected in the ANP process, as were sites 22 and 23 “north and
west of old school”. Although site 15 is not part of the current consortium, sites 22 and
23 are, and the potential for the east side of the old school play area to be used for an
access road to any potential development north of Rectory Lane is significant.

The council started the process some months ago to submit an application for the old

school building to be listed. This is ongoing, research is being undertaken and a report
compiled. The council will look to hold a community event to obtain public support for
listing this building and to highlight its significance in the history of the village.

Questions / issues raised by Cllrs -
1. It was asked whether Cllr Wallace represented the Chichester Diocese.
- No formal representation known.
2. Concerns were raised regarding infrastructure, traffic volume and road safety
concerns should any additional development take place north of Rectory Lane.
3. Concern raised regarding the potential loss of one of only several community
buildings with a historic interest in the village.

The clerk noted that correspondence had been received that day from Clir Wallace
regarding the matter, but that it was too late to add this to the meeting for discussion,
and that it would be added to the December meeting agenda.

Clir Wallace returned to the meeting at 8:24pm. Clir Wallace raised the issue that he was
asked to leave the meeting when he felt he shouldn’t have had to, and that as he
considered this was a matter regarding his declared “non-pecuniary” interest in the Old
School building, he should have been able to stay in the meeting.

The clerk noted that the current agenda item concerned the matter being noted by the
council and was not a motion put forward for a decision at that meeting, in which case
the matter could be raised at the December meeting and dealt with appropriately.

Correspondence received for Councillor information
1. Mayoral Combined County Authority (CCA) for Sussex - Cabinet members at
WSCC have agreed to move forward with a CCA for Sussex.
Link to Devolution and latest budget position for WSCC.
2. Weekly food waste collections will launch in Horsham District in spring 2026.
Link to HDC Food Waste page.
3. ACCT Board of Trustees meeting minutes for September 2025

Meetings attended by Councillors
Cllrs Meldrum and Moss attended the Community Hub / Parish in Bloom meeting on 7th
November.

Cllr Moss attended the WSALC conference on 4th November.

Clir Kerrey attended the HDC Planning Committee meeting on 4th November.
Thanks were noted again to Clir Manton and resident Gemma Badenhorst for speaking
at the meeting.


https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/news/cabinet-agrees-to-proceed-with-devolution-and-hears-latest-budget-position/
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/waste-recycling-and-bins/household-bin-collections/food-waste

301/25 Chairman’s Announcements

302/25

303/25

None

OPEN SPACES AND ENVIRONMENT

To approve the minutes of the Open Spaces and Environment Committee meeting

11th November 2025

The minutes have been circulated to councillors. Agreement is sought for the following
proposals —

1. Trees between 9 Meiros Way and 17 Covert Mead

To remove 2 trees on H&S grounds

- Quote 1 - £725 +vat(includes £50 TPO application)

- Quote 2 -£900 (includes £50 TPO application)

OS&E Committee proposed the works be carried out and quote 1 be approved.
Clirs APPROVED

Tree works - between 30 Warminghurst Close and The Sands

To review proposal to carry out works to trees adjacent to 30 Warminghurst
Close. To review quotes received.

CFWD

Landscape Maintenance Contractor - contract review

3. To review the contract specification

Only update proposed is to add the Parish Yard site to the contract.
Clirs APPROVED

To review the contract for July 2025 - March 2026

To increase the contract by 3.8% to £9,400 p/a

Pro rata 9 months = £7,050

To back pay the months of July - November in the December invoice.
Cllrs APPROVED

The following proposals to be reviewed by the Finance Committee at the 23rd
November meeting and final proposals to be submitted to Full Council for
approval as part of the budget process.

To review the contract for April 2026 - March 2027
Proposed to increase the contract by 5% to £9,870 p/a

To review the water costs for hanging baskets for 2026
Proposed to increase the weekly amount from £70 to £80 per week.
To water for a maximum of 20 weeks

The minutes to be approved as a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Morris seconded by Clir Meldrum and APPROVED by all.

Correspondence received

1.

Sussex Nature Recovery Strategies - residents, landowners and organisations
are being invited to share their views on 2 new strategies aimed at restoring and
enhancing nature in the region. A public consultation runs until 26th November.
https://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/get-involved

Clir Morris and the clerk will review and submit a response.

The following has been received on 12th November and requires attention before the
next meeting, therefore has been added to the meeting agenda.


https://www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/pdf/2025.11.11_minutes_ose_meeting-36-pdffile.pdf
https://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/get-involved
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2. Proposed permanent Traffic Order Washington A24 and A283 - WSCC proposes
to make a permanent Order, the effect of which will be to introduce
2.1 a 30mph speed limit on the A24 Washington Roundabout, on sections of the
approach arms on the A24, on the A283 The Pike and Storrington Road and

on Sandhill Lane; and

2.2 a 50mph speed limit on a 400m length of the A24 dual carriageway
northbound and southbound approaches to Washington Roundabout
junction.

Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) Consultation deadline 4th December.

Clirs AGREED by majority to submit a response in support of the TRO.
PLANNING

Planning Committee meeting 23rd October 2025 - cancelled

Correspondence received
1. Water Neutrality Position Statement - Planned Withdrawal. On 8th October,
DEFRA announced its intention to withdraw the Water Neutrality Position
Statement from the end of October 2025. The position statement came into
effect in autumn 2021 across a large part of West Sussex, requiring any
development that increased water use to demonstrate 'water neutrality', for
example, through improved water efficiency measures.

It resulted in a significant slowdown in the delivery of new homes and other
development, including County Council infrastructure (such as schools and
Children's Services plans and projects). The withdrawal of the position
statement results from a package of mitigation measures being agreed,
including a reduction in Southern Water's groundwater abstraction licence at
Pulborough and ecological works in the Arun Valley.

Neighbourhood Plan - Applications in progress

Land West of Ashington School DC/23/0406

At the HDC Planning Committee meeting on 4th November, this application was
approved. 9 voted for, 4 against and 1 abstention.

No further information has been received at this time regarding the next stage.

Neighbourhood Plan - Developments in progress
Chanctonbury Nurseries DC/22/0372
No update currently.

Land East of Mousdell Close DC/25/1327
The planners have requested to attend the Full Council meeting on 11th December.

Horsham District Council Planning

Applications
Received since the agenda was published -

DC/25/1519 Surgery to 1x Turkey Oak
The Squirrels, Rectory Lane, Ashington, RH20 3AS
No objections were raised and the council would defer to the HDC Tree Officer.



https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/traffic-regulation-orders/live-consultations-for-permanent-tros/horsham-live-tro-consultations/
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=T2ZHM6IJMKY00
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Decisions

Application Permitted

DC/25/1354 Demolition of existing oak garage and erection of a new bespoke block
built garage. (Retrospective).

East View, London Road, Ashington, RH20 3JS

Withdrawn Application

DC/25/0969 Surgery to 2x Damson, 1x Plum, and Fell 2x Cherry, and 1x Unknown
Species

30 Meiros Way, Ashington, West Sussex, RH20 3QB

FINANCE

Correspondence received

1. Neighbourhood Warden costs 2026-27 - projected costs have been provided by
HDC as £80,395 (2025-26 projected costs were £77,974 - a 3.1% increase)

2. Funds transfer - Councillors to NOTE a transfer of £35,000 from Lloyds current
account to Lloyds savings account, for an enhanced interest rate.

3. First Responder training - Reimbursement requested from the Defibrillator
Earmarked Reserve to enable the First Responder to have a current First Aid at
Work certificate. £232.00 +vat = £278.40
Cllrs APPROVED

4. Grant to Ashington Youth Club - As agreed at the Dec 2024 PC meeting
(330/24), £300 was allocated to the club for green initiatives. Propose that this
be taken from the Community Funding Earmarked Reserve.

Cllrs APPROVED

Receipts

£130.00 Parish Yard parking rental

£15.00 Parish Yard parking rental (increase for Aug, Sep, Oct)
£2,423.72 HDC Environmental Cleansing Grant (2nd payment for 2025-26)

Payments — Appendix 2
Councillors APPROVED the SID maintenance invoice of £216.00 paid after the last
meeting and authorised by Finance Committee to avoid late payment.

Councillors APPROVED the November schedule of invoices for payment totalling
£4390.47

Date of next meetings
Held at Ashington Community Centre, unless listed otherwise

Finance Committee: 8:00pm Tuesday 25th November
Planning Committee: 7:00pm Thursday 27th November
Parish Council Meeting: 7:45pm Thursday 11th December
Open Spaces and Environment Committee: January date TBC

CONFIDENTIAL SESSION - the Chairman proposed, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to

Meetings) Act 1960, and in accordance with Standing Orders 3d, to exclude the press and public
on the grounds that the confidential matters to be discussed under items 315/25 and 316/25
below would be prejudicial in the public interest.

Seconded by Clir Wallace and APPROVED by all.



Confidential session started at 8:53pm

315/25 Councillors to consider a request for Clerk overtime
Clirs APPROVED a request for overtime totalling 35 hrs for the months of September,
October and November, as per minute ref: 255/25

316/25 Clerk’s Contractual Annual Salary Review
Clirs APPROVED the annual pay scale increment in line with the clerk’s contract, and
effective from 1st November 2025.

Meeting closed at 8:57pm

SIBNEA: ..t e e s s e s sas e anesnssenanes Date: . e s e sresanes

Appendix 1 — Wardens Report

Warden Monthly Report

October 2025 Ashington

Anti-social behaviour (ASB) and crime

We have received anonymous reports of drug dealing in the village. We are aware and
working with the police on this. Unfortunately, anonymous reports cannot be used as
intelligence so we would encourage residents to come forward if they are comfortable to.

We received a report about a threat of vandalism, we will continue to monitor if it comes to
fruition.

Fly tipping/littering/graffiti

We have been out litter picking this month across the village.

A black bag of disposable vapes were dumped in the community centre car park. These
were very kindly removed and recycled. We have reviewed the CCTV and were able to
ascertain some details of when they were dumped there.



Community engagement/events/meetings

We had another successful Journey session, for parents and carers of children with SEN
(Special Educational Needs). It was lovely to welcome new members. One of our regulars is
taking leaflets into school for the new parents of children who have just started at
Ashington Primary School.

We had another good SEN Stay and Play session, with lots of families attending. This is a
free session we are able to offer to all children with SEN.

Our second hub session had a better uptake with more people attending, we look forward
to next month where we have the parish council coming and Elizabeth who will be kindly
doing some AED first aid training. This is on Friday 7" November at the Ashington Youth
Club.

Patrols (foot/visible and car)
We have been out on patrol covering all of Ashington this month, either by foot or vehicle. It
has been nice to have an increase in residents engaging with us when we are out.

Older, vulnerable people and youth
We have visited Rock Road this month to engage with the young people. They all seem to
have settled in well to year 7 and are looking forward to a half term break.

We have been engaging with residents involved in a neighbour dispute. This is something
we are continuing to work on and will continue to support with.

Vehicle related issues

We have received reports of an off-road bike riding dangerously around the village, in one
instance spooking a horse and causing it to bolt and run home. We are working with the
police on this and believe we are aware where the bike is and who potentially is riding it.
We will continue to work with the police. If you have any footage or information of these
incidents, then please get in contact.

Parish specific/other

A resident reported that someone claiming to be a delivery driver, walked into their house
saying they were there to collect a package, which was not the case, and left promptly when
challenged. This incident has been reported to the police and we are liaising with them and
the resident.

Social media/press

We have written another article for Sussex Local magazine which is well received by the
residents who read it. We are also posting on Facebook to advertise the events we are
running.

Bryony Sparks: 07764 146368
Christina Arnold: 07764 146367
Email: ashington.wardens@horsham.gov.uk



mailto:ashington.wardens@horsham.gov.uk

Appendix 2 — Payments

October payments

BACS
DEB

Wilbar Associates
St John Ambulance

November payments

BACS
BACS
BACS
BACS
BACS
DEB
BACS
BACS
BACS
BACS
BACS
BACS
DEB
DD

Lee English
Lee English
Lee English
Lee English
Lee English
Giff Gaff
Mark Adsett
Mark Adsett
WSCC

Eon
Business Stream
Radikls
Microsoft
Lloyds
TOTAL

SID maintenance Oct-Dec 2025
First Responder re qualification course

Home office (Oct 2025)

Condolence bouquet

Mileage for WSALC conference

Mileage for HDC Planning Committee meeting
Parking for HDC Planning Committee meeting
Mobile phone topup

Landscape gardening (Oct 2025)

Hanging baskets watering - 4 weeks

Salaries and oncosts (Oct 2025)

Electricity supply - Parish Yard (3 months)
Water supply - Parish Yard (3 months)
Website & email hosting

365 Family annual subscription

Bank charges (monthly)

£216.00
£278.40

£26.00
£25.00
£18.03
£9.54
£4.40
£6.00
£750.00
£280.00
£2,965.04
£37.04
£23.31
£132.62
£104.99
£8.50
£4,390.47
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