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www.ashingtonpc.org.uk

MINUTES of the Open Spaces and Environment Committee Meeting
held on Thursday 11th November 2025, at 8:00pm
Ashington Community Centre, Foster Lane, Ashington

Present:
Councillors: Sam Barnett, Marcus Meldrum, John Morris

In attendance:
Clerk and RFO: Lee English
Members of the Public: 1

Members of the public were reminded that they limit their participation to the Public Adjournment
section of the meeting, and that any matters raised should be with regards to an item on the agenda
(Standing Orders allow for 5 minutes maximum per person). Questions relating to any other items
that are not on the agenda should be referred to the Chair of the Council or the Clerk as appropriate
and outside of the meeting.

1 Apologies for absence
Tony Moss

2 Declaration of Interests
None

3 Public Adjournment
No questions asked

4 Play areas and skatepark
a) Foster Lane over 12s play area - swing set
There is decay in the wood around the fixings for one of the swing seats. The
seat has been removed and the manufacturers contacted as this is within the 20
year warranty period for the wood components.

5 Open Space areas
a) Woodland behind Covert Mead and Meiros Way
The clerk and Clirs Meldrum and Morris undertook an inspection of the
woodland. Several issues were noted -
- The unused tree guards need collecting and storing in one place.
- Thereis an element of “tidying up” that needs doing.



mailto:clerk@ashingtonpc.org.uk

b)

<)

- Some households are tipping their green waste onto the woodland and/or
placing garden waste into the “dead hedging” pens - this will be monitored
and householders contacted if the issue persists.

- One tree with branches across the PRoW appeared to be unhealthy - this is
on the Chanctonbury Nurseries side of the ditch boundary. Clerk to contact
the developers.

It was agreed to hold some working party sessions in the coming months to
address the above issues and to try and thin out some overgrown areas. Also to
investigate the viability of any areas that could be opened up to create a
butterfly glade.

Trees between 9 Meiros Way and 17 Covert Mead

Concern has been raised by residents at 9 Meiros Way regarding the oak tree
behind their garden. 2 tree surgeons have inspected the trees, and both have
proposed total removal as the oak tree is intertwined with an ash tree and
where they rub against each other, there is a wound on both trees that is a
potential point of failure in the future. The trees are also on the edge of the
ditch, and the oak tree has had substantial limb removal on one side (possibly
during construction of Covert Mead) and is therefore unbalanced.

- Quote 1- £725 +vat (includes £50 TPO application)
- Quote 2 - £900 (includes £50 TPO application)

The committee propose removal of both trees as per the advice and that quote
1 be approved. To be submitted to Full Council on 13th November for decision.

Tree works - between 30 Warminghurst Close and The Sands
It is proposed to carry out works to trees adjacent to 30 Warminghurst Close.
Ongoing re scope of works required and quotes.

The Parish Yard

It was discussed that a significant amount of the southern side of the site had rewilded,
but that the site must be kept clear on the northern site for the agreed parking. Site to
be monitored. The committee await further discussion at Full Council in the coming
months as to the future use of the site.

Fixed Assets

a)

Bus shelters

An initial quote has been obtained regarding full replacement of Perspex panels,
any repairs required, and turning around the shelter opposite the Pharmacy.
Given the costs involved, a discussion was had as to whether it was considered
the shelters should be repaired or replaced at this point in time. It was felt that
with upcoming development in the village, and potential for grants for full
replacement, that repairs be carried out currently with a view for full
replacement in approx. 5 years time.

Proposals to be put to Full Council on 13th November.

Landscape Maintenance Contractor - contract review

It was agreed previously to move the contract start date to April to coincide with the
financial year. The contract covers 47 weeks of the year. Current contract July 2024 -
June 2025 is £9,030. The clerk and Clir Morris met with the contractor and the following
proposals were discussed and reviewed by the committee.



a) To review the contract specification
Only update proposed is to add the Parish Yard site to the contract. Works to be
carried out as required.

b) To review the contract for July 2025 - March 2026
Proposal to increase the contract by 3.8% to £9,400 per annum.
Pro rata for 9 months is £7,050.
To back pay the months of July - November in the December invoice.

a) and b) to be put to Full Council on 13th November for approval.

The following proposals to be reviewed by the Finance Committee and final
proposals to be submitted to Full Council for approval as part of the budget
process.

c) To review the contract for April 2026 - March 2027
Proposal to increase the contract by 5% to £9,870 per annum.

d) To review the water costs for hanging baskets for 2026
Proposal to increase the weekly amount from £70 to £80 per week.
To water for a maximum of 20 weeks

9 Green Initiatives
a) Parish in Bloom competition - Ashington in Bloom
The first informal meeting was held on 7th November, and it was good to have
some residents turn up interested in being involved. Next meeting is on the 17th
November 6:30-8:30pm at the Ashington Youth Club. All are welcome, or if they
can’t attend the meetings and would like to be involved, to contact the clerk on
clerk@ashingtonpc.org.uk or 07851 009655.

The marking criteria are shown at Appendix 1 and further information about the
competition can be found at https://www.sseib.com

b) Swifts
Report at Appendix 2

c¢) Hedgehogs
Report at Appendix 3

Cllr Morris gave an update on the planting of daffodil bulbs that had been
received from Squires Garden Centre, Washington. Another 11hrs had been
spent planting bulbs on parish land. Bulbs have also been given to the Ashington
Village Club (AVC) and the Ashington Community Centre Trust (ACCT)

10 Date of next land inspection
It was agreed to review this in January.

11  Date of next meeting
To be agreed at January Full Council meeting.

Action Log - Appendix 4

Meeting closed at 9:35pm
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Appendix 1 — Parish In Bloom marking criteria

South & South East in Bloom - Parish in Bloom

Section A - Community Involvement [40% or 40 points)

The Parish is working towards things such as:

Being inclusive of local people, including Local ownership

Making a difference to local people & Involving local people in decision-making, communication & implementation
Representative of the wider local community

Planning for the future

Working in partnership with local groups and local organisations (i.e. police, environmental groups etc).

Working towards access for all.

Total points assessed for Section A [out of 40)

Section B - Environmental Responsibility (30% or 30 points)

The Parish is engaged in environmental activities such as:

Conserving local habitats & heritage (wildlife, natural landscapes & built environment)

Home or community composting, Green Recycling

Creating, maintaining or improving green spaces (Village Greens, parks & pocket parks, verges, woodlands, churchyards
etc.).

The Parish is engaged in addressing environmental issues such as the control of Fly-tipping, Fly-posting, Litter, Graffiti &
Dog fouling.

Total points assessed for Section B (out of 30)

Section € - Gardening/Horticulture/Conservation Achievement (30% or 30 points)

The Parish Council is emploving good gardening, horticultural and tree management practices.
The Parish Council encourages residents to care for their gardens, allotments etc.
That residential gardens are generally well maintained and mostly enhance the parishes appearance.

Total points assessed for Section C {out of 30)

GRAND TOTAL POINTS ASSESSED

LEVEL ACHIEVED

Results

Level Points
Highly Commended 0-36
Bronze 3752
Silver 53-68
Silver Gilt 69-B5
Gold B6-100




Appendix 2 — Swifts report

Ashington Swifts

The Ashington Swift Conservation Group was formed in 2024 as an outcome of a meeting between Ashington
Parish councillors, the Sussex Wildlife Trust and the Storrington Swift Conservation Group.

It was agreed that the immediate priorities were to assess Ashington current swift population and to
determine if any pairs were actually nesting.

After a couple of evenings of wandering up and down parts of the village gazing at the heavens through
binoculars, attracting one or two odd looks, our patience was rewarded with a total of 4 swifts in the sky.
Furthermore, one of the birds was clearly seen to fly into a nest site under the eaves of a nearby house. With
further observations the nest site was confirmed, with the total swift population increasing to a maximum of 8
birds.

The swift is a bird that is faithful to its nest site, and the breeding pair will return, as will their young, to the
same area year after year. As the swift prefers to nest in colonies, it was decided to find suitable nest sites
within 200 yards of the existing nest and then examine the possibility of installing custom made nest boxes.
The following criteria was used in determining suitability of a site; the nest box has be at least 5 meters from
the ground, the approach flight path must be clear of any obstruction, the nest box should be positioned with a
north-easterly facing, to avoid any potential overheating. Apart from the nest site being easy to view and
monitor, the agreement and operation of the householder is core to any success.

A total of 11 sites were found to be suitable, of which 1 preferred to build and install their own nest box, 3 had
no wish to be involved, 2 sites were not approached and it was agreed to install 7 nest-boxes on 5 sites.

Ashington Parish Council agreed to finance the purchasing and installation of the nest boxes which Sussex
Wildlife Trust were able to provide at a heavily discounted price.

Once the nest boxes were installed it become a question of waiting for the summer months and the return of
the swifts from their African wintering quarters. A pair duly returned and nested in exactly the same place as
last year, so it was assumed to be the same couple. Unless youngsters (usually 2) are actually seen leaving the
nest it is difficult to confirm successful breeding, and once they are out of the nest it will be another 3 years
before they touch earth again.

Unfortunately, none of the nest boxes were occupied, although house sparrows did show some interest, the
lack of swifts taking up residence was initially disappointing. However, swifts are extremely conservative and
do not readily accept change and the interest of sparrows would have been noted by the swifts who will
summarily eject them if necessary.

While breeding of our pair was assumed, it cannot be confirmed, and from observations made we estimated
Ashington's swift population for the year at 10 birds, the maximum seen at any one time was 6 birds, all
juveniles, doing what juveniles do, rushing about making a noise.

In the longer term we could consider the installation of recorded swift calls, which has a proven success rate,
there would however be cost implications, apart from any technical issues. This is an area we will look at
following the results of 2026.

The housing developer Elivia Homes, who is currently working on the Chanctonbury Nurseries site, promised to
install swift nesting bricks in some of the new houses. Meetings are planned with Elivia in the future to discuss
a range of biodiversity issues including swift nesting sites, hedgehog highways and wildflower meadows.

None of the foregoing would be possible without the assistance and support of the following individuals and
organisations.

Nikki Harris, Penny Howie, Tom Standley, Richie Strudwick, Jim Uwins, Bruce Wallace, Ashington Parish Council,
the staff & children of Chanctonbury Preschool, Storrington Swift Conservation Group, Sussex Wildlife Trust.

Cllr Morris, 17t Oct 2025



Appendix 3 — Hedgehog report

Report for July - September 2025

The number of reports for the period was lower than expected, with 3 observers advising their
hedgehogs have disappeared, 2 of which (Rectory Close and Hillcrest Drive) had confirmed
breeding and the other (also Hillcrest Drive) had suspected, but unproven, breeding last year. The
acquisition of a dog could have contributed to the Rectory Close situation, while the period of hot
and dry weather would have impacted on the availability of the hogs natural food which in turn
influences the desire for second broods.

On the other hand reports were received from two new areas lvy Close and The Sands, with the
Meiros Way, Covert Mead and Rectory Lane triangle remaining the major area of activity, while
individuals are regularly seen on Ashington Recreation Ground.

It would appear that the ongoing construction at the Chanctonbury Nurseries site has had little
impact on sightings and a meeting will be taking place between the developer Elivia Homes and the
parish council to discuss the development of Hedgehog Highways on the new site, the installation of
swift bricks, and the creation of wildflower meadows. |

If you intend having a bonfire celebrating the 5th November please check before for any hibernating

hogs. Thank you for your continued support keep those reports coming, it would be interesting to
see what the latest sighting date is this year.

Cllr Morris, Oct 2025



Appendix 4 — Action Log

Meeting / ISSUE or ACTION REQUIRED UPDATE
minute ref
2025.11.11
4a) Foster Lane over 12s play area — decay to top bar | Manufacturers contacted
on swing set regarding replacement.
5a) Woodland behind Meiros way and Covert Mead - | To be arranged
collect and store tree guards and “tidy up”.
Tree across PRoW that appears to be unhealthy - | Clerk to contact developers
on Chanctonbury Nurseries side of boundary ditch
5b) Trees between 9 Meiros Way and 17 Covert Mead | Quotes to be submitted to Full
- Ash and oak proposed for removal Council on 13 Nov for approval
2025.08.28
3a) Warminghurst Play area — Swing leg rotting at top, | COMPLETED
replacement required.
Bird proofing top rails of swings sets. Awaiting 2nd quote
Investigate cleaning schedule of play equipment. Clerk to get quotes
3 b) Replace 2x “Conditions of Use” Clerk to get quotes
Replace the “no dogs” signage.
43) Culvert clearance works at dry pond behind Swan | Contractor has investigated
Close. and noted some drains are
blocked - clerk to contact
Southern Water.
Posthorses pond requires clearing of sludge. Agreed to monitor situation
and remove from action log.
Fence replacement at dry pond behind Swan Awaiting quote
Close
Replacement access gates to woodland via Covert | Awaiting quote
Mead and Meiros Way
4c) Tree works on path between The Sands and Awaiting quotes
Warminghurst Close.
4d) Inspection of woodland behind Covert Mead and | COMPLETED
Meiros Way.
5a) Parish Yard trees — to identify if Ash Dieback COMPLETED
present. 2 tree surgeons have investigated - no
Ash Dieback identified
6a) Bus shelter cleaning COMPLETED




Bus shelter repairs - replace Perspex and carry out
minor repairs or replace shelters.

1 quote obtained - proposals
to go to Full Council 13th
November for further quotes
to be obtained for repairs

6 b) Nature Trail bench to be installed COMPLETED
London Road benches Investigations ongoing
regarding ownership and
maintenance responsibilities
Clerk to take advice from
auditor re Asset Register
7 Landscape Maintenance Contractor — contract Proposals to go to Full Council
review 13th November
8a) Parish In Bloom - to organise informal meeting COMPLETED
8 b) Community Orchard Ongoing
8¢) Nature Trail Project — HDC Nature Recovery Revised draft has been
Award reviewed by Wilder Horsham
District rep - couple of minor
revisions needed before final
submission.
8d) Community Road Verges (CRVs) Ongoing
8e) Community engagement — newsletter Ongoing
8 Chanctonbury Nurseries development — swift Clerk to contact Elivia Homes
bricks, hedgehog hotels to remind them
2025.07.03

5a)

Nature Trail surface repairs

COMPLETED
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