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INTRODUCTION

Ashington Parish Council identified the need to assess whether there is a requirement for Older Persons Housing in the village. Ashington is defined in Horsham District Council’s Local Development Framework as being a ‘Category 2 Settlement’ with limited facilities and, as such, permitted housing developments only include affordable homes or older persons housing. In 2007 Ashington Parish Council, in conjunction with Action in Rural Sussex, carried out an ‘affordable homes Housing Needs Survey’. To complement this information, this report identifies the older persons housing that is required by local people in Ashington and reports on the views of residents regarding the type of homes they require within the parish.

Action in rural Sussex (AirS) is a registered charity (No.1035401) whose purpose is to improve the quality of life of local communities, particularly for disadvantaged people, and to facilitate the development of thriving, diverse and sustainable communities throughout rural Sussex.

The role of the Rural Housing Enabler (RHE) is to provide independent support, advice and information to Parish Councils and community groups concerned about the lack of affordable housing in their rural communities. 

ASHINGTON
Ashington is a parish situated in the Horsham District within West Sussex.  The parish is approximately 10 miles from Horsham, 4 miles from Storrington and 9 miles from Pulborough.  According to the 2001 Census, the population of the parish was 2351 of which 1183 were male and 1164 were female.
The Parish has various amenities including a mobile library service, a primary school, 2 churches, 10 businesses one of which is a post office.  There is a local doctor in the neighbouring parish of Storrington.  There are also 3 bus routes through the parish to Horsham, Worthing, Steyning, Storrington and Shoreham, some of which have a limited service.
Figure 1 indicates that there is a high proportion of detached properties in the parish, this is closely followed by semi- detached properties.  The 2001 Census data demonstrated that are only a small amount of flats /maisonettes within the village.

Figure 1. Property Types in Ashington
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(Source: Census, 2001)

From the 2001 Census data and as seen in Figure 2, the predominant tenure in Ashington is owner occupation (85%), followed by renting from a private landlord (8%) and renting the property from a housing association (7%).
Figure 2. Household Tenure in Ashington
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(Source: Census, 2001)

Older Persons Housing Needs Survey

Methodology

Ashington Parish Council worked with Action in rural Sussex to agree the method and process by which the Older Persons Housing Needs Survey would be conducted.  Various Housing Needs Surveys were studied and elements combined to form a comprehensive study relevant only to Older Persons. A copy of the covering letter and the survey are included in the appendices (Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 respectively).
The survey was delivered to the 970 households in the parish (either hand delivered or by post to outlying properties).  Two drop-off points were made available (Ashington Pharmacy and Cubitt & West Estate Agents) alongside a postal address for completed forms to be returned. Publicity included articles in the local press, village noticeboards, weekly village email. Residents were asked to return the survey by 30th November 2009 to Ashington Parish Council for analysis.  

Response rate

Overall 970 questionnaires were sent out to the households, with a number of spare copies made available in case residents needed more copies of the form.  
A total of 60 forms were returned, giving a response rate of 6.2% from the 970 households.   This is a reasonable response rate for an older persons housing needs survey. 
From the responses that were received, 58 households were currently living in the village, with only 2 being completed by households not currently living in the village. These 2 households were looking to move into Ashington because they have close relatives or children living in the parish.
Results are based on 60 correctly completed forms.

Results
Are you intending to move into/remain in Ashington post aged 50 years?
53 respondents said that they would remain in Ashington, 2 would definitely look to move away and 5 respondents did not answer this question.
Age of respondents
The questionnaire was specifically aimed at the 50+ age group.
Figure 3. Age of respondents
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Do you share your household with others?
43 respondents said that they shared their home (40 of these were with husband/wife/partner, 3 were with children), 17 lived on their own.
Does anyone in your household have a disability? Does anyone in your household receive care from either another member of the household or from someone who comes into care for them?
12 respondents confirmed that a member of their household has a disability but only 5 of these receive some form of care from others. 47 households have no-one with a disability and 54 households receive no care. One household did not answer this question.
Which of the following best describes your property?

The Survey gave the following options: renting from private landlord, renting from housing association, owner occupied, tied accommodation, older persons supported housing, other. 56 respondents lived in their own homes, 4 respondents are currently renting from a housing association.

Figure 4. Current Tenure of Home
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Respondents were asked about the number of bedrooms in their current home. 14 respondents live in two bedroom homes, 46 respondents live in homes with 3 or more bedrooms. Given that 40 respondents are living in a household as a couple and 17 respondents live on their own there are a significant number of households living in larger properties.
Is your current home suitable for your circumstances?
57 respondents said that their current home did not require adaptations to become suitable for the needs of a household member, 2 respondents said that their home did require adaptations and 1 household did not respond to this question.
Several respondents completed the second part of this question (If not why not?) even though they had stated that their house is suitable for their circumstances. 2 respondents reported that their home is too large, 1 respondent that their home is too small, 2 respondents cannot manage the garden, 1 respondent cannot manage stairs/access, 1 respondent cannot afford repairs and 1 respondent reported that they cannot afford the high running costs of their home.
Would you prefer to remain in your own home?
58 respondents want to stay in their own homes, 2 do not. Of those who want to stay in their own homes a second question asked whether any assistance schemes could help them.
Figure 5 Assistance schemes
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There are schemes currently operating that could be promoted more within the village eg Horsham District Council Handy Van and the Parish Council will gather information and distribute to respondents/residents.

Do you feel you need to move in order to meet your housing needs?
10 respondents said that they will need to move, 37 said it was not needed and 3 households did not answer this question. This does not seem to fit with previous answers where 58 respondents wanted to remain in their own homes but it is likely that respondents were looking to the future and were concerned about how their health would deteriorate over the years. When asked about they type of accommodation they would look to in the future 18 respondents indicated their desire to live in a bungalow. There was little support specifically for ‘homes in a development for older people’ or residential/nursing home but general support for bungalows.
Which three reasons listed below will be the most important when you choose your next home in Ashington?
Several respondents ticked more than 3 options, some did not complete the question at all but the results are shown in Figure 6. 25 respondents were concerned about having a house that is easy to maintain linking in with the desire to have access to home repairs assistance/handyperson scheme, 13 were concerned about the cost of property in the village and 14 respondents would look into the cost of running a property in the future. 15 respondents selected a home on one level as being important and the same number were concerned about being close to health services.
Figure 6. Most important when choosing next home in Ashington
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Free format comments
A number of respondents commented on the need for:
Better access to healthcare provision

Better public transport

More bungalows/smaller homes with smaller gardens
Assessment

It is clear from the results that a housing development specifically for the needs of older people is not required. Most respondents would prefer to remain in their own homes and receive support in their homes. This would take the form of: home repairs assistance/handyperson scheme, having an alarm linked to a Warden scheme, physical adaptations to the home, health/personal care in the home.

A significant number of respondents indicated that they would consider moving to a bungalow in the village in the future and are concerned about the cost of property, running a property and property maintenance. It is unclear as to whether or not those living in large houses would be willing to downsize to smaller properties if they were available. This would free up these larger properties for families who would make better use of them. However, until there is the choice of attractive smaller homes (including a spare room for relatives etc), they are very unlikely to move. There may be a need for this kind of housing on the open market, which would be cheaper to live in but remain desirable. It would help the overall demand as described and contribute to more sustainable communities.

Better access to healthcare, public transport and shops/leisure facilities are needed.
Recommendations
1. Circulate more information to residents about existing home repairs assistance /handyperson schemes currently available in the District.
2. Find out and distribute more information about personal alarms available in the District.

3. Encourage any future housing Developers to consider building a higher number of bungalows or desirable/attractive smaller homes than currently required under planning rules.
4. Encourage local delivery of services so that people have to travel out of the village less often eg shops, health facilities

5. Campaign for better public transport and keep residents informed about the public transport that is available to them.

6. Encourage more businesses to set-up in the empty retail units within the village
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November 2009

Dear Householder

Ashington Parish Council, in association with Action in Rural Sussex wish to gather information about current and future housing needs for older persons looking to or wishing to remain living in Ashington.

These could be people already living here or family/friends who hope to move here in the future.

We would be grateful if you could pass this survey to anyone you know who is over 50 and either living in Ashington or intending moving here and ask them to complete and return it by 30th November 2009.

The results will inform future housing development decisions for the village to ensure that we have sufficient housing to meet older residents demands in the future.

A similar survey was completed last year for younger peoples housing needs.

Kind regards

Karen Dare
Ashington Parish Clerk
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Parish Older Persons Housing Needs Survey
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This questionnaire is intended for older persons (50+) who are currently living in Ashington or who wish to live in Ashington as their main home.

Please take the time to complete and return the form – your views matter. Please complete and return the attached questionnaire by Monday 30th November 2009.

Please deliver completed forms to the following drop-off points: 

Ashington Pharmacy, London Road, Ashington

Cubitt and West Estate Agents, London Road, Ashington

or posted to: Housing Survey, 17 Chanctonbury, Ashington, West Sussex RH20 3QE

Older Peoples Housing

To help us identify future needs for older peoples accommodation and services in the Parish please tick the appropriate box for each question.
1. Do you currently live in Ashington


Yes ( No (
If ‘no’ what is your local connection?

Have children living in the parish


(
Have any other close relatives living in the parish


(
Have had to move away due to lack of suitable housing


(
Other, please specify


(
2. Are you intending to move into/remain in Ashington post age 50?
Yes ( No (
3. Please state your age

4. Do you share your household with others?


Yes ( No (
If yes, please state their ages and their relationship to you eg husband 55, mother 92



Age
Relationship

Household Member 1

Household Member 2

Household Member 3

5. Does anyone in your household have a disability?


Yes ( No (
If yes, please describe

6. Does anyone in the household receive care from either another member of the household or from someone who comes in to care for them?


Yes ( No (
If yes, please provide their age and a description of the type of care they receive

7. Which of the following best describes your property?

Renting from private landlord


(
Renting from housing association


(
Owner Occupier


(
Tied accommodation


(
Older persons supported housing


(
Other


(
If ‘Other’, please specify

8. How many bedrooms does your home have?

Bedsit


(
One


(
Two


(
Three or more


(
9. Is your current home suitable for your circumstances? 


Yes ( No (
10.If not, why not?

Home too large


(
Home too small


(
Cannot manage garden


(
Cannot manage stairs/access


(
Cannot afford repairs


(
Other


(
If ‘Other’, please specify

11.Would you prefer to remain in your own home?


 Yes ( No(
12.If you answered yes to question 11, would any of the following assist? 




Home repairs assistance / handyperson scheme


(
Having an alarm linked to a Warden


(
Physical adaptations to your home


(
Equity release


 (
Receiving care and support in your current home


(
Other, please specify


(
13. Do you feel you need to move in order to meet your housing needs?


Yes ( No (
14. If you expect to move, what type of accommodation do you think you will need in Ashington? (please tick only one box and circle the type of property preferred)

	A home which better meets your needs but is not specially built for older people
	House

Apartment

Bungalow

	A home which has been specially designed for older people but does not come with any support services.                               
	House

Apartment

Bungalow

	A home in a development for older people with some limited support services, (for example a community alarm service) also known as sheltered housing.            
	House 

Bungalow

Apartment

	A home in a development for older people with a more extensive range of support services (for example assistance with bathing, meals, access to care staff).
	House Bungalow

Apartment

	A Residential or Nursing home.


15.Which three reasons listed below will be the most important when you choose your next home in Ashington?
	Close to health services
	
	Easy access to public transport
	

	A home on one level
	
	Close to relatives
	

	A home which is easy to maintain
	
	Easy access to the countryside
	

	Close to friends and clubs
	
	Close to support services
	

	Cost of Property
	
	Close to shops and leisure facilities
	

	Running costs of property
	
	
	


16. Any other comments? 
Please use the space below to provide any further information which might help to clarify the information you have provided in this form   

	


If this survey shows that there is a need for older peoples housing for local people, we may need to get back in contact with you as we work with the Local Authority and Housing Association(s) to deliver the homes needed.  Therefore, it would be helpful to us if you include your name and address below:


Name

Address

Telephone (incl. national dialling code)

Email

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. The results of this survey will be available in the coming months, and will help the parish to decide on its future plans.  

Please be assured that this questionnaire is completely confidential and anonymous.

Details of Local Rural Housing Enabler:

Tom Warder

Action in rural Sussex, Sussex House,212 High Street, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2NH

01273 479008, tom.warder@ruralsussex.org.uk
Appendix 3 Free format comments
1. as I am getting older I would feel happier to be near my son and daughter-in-law in Ashington. As I live in a 2 bedroom housing association property in Warnham; a bungalow would be better suited to my needs

2. I have reluctantly accepted that I must move home to a smaller/cheaper one; easier/cheaper to buy (outright) and cheaper to run; would much prefer this to be in Ashington area; but fear there are few; if any; 2 bed flats/houses available here

3. We enjoy relatively good health at present. Ask again in a few years time and things may be different! We will definitely need to be nearer to more shops and services when we retire so may well haveto consider moving at that time.

4. Recently moved to Ashington. House chosen because on one level; close to relatives (who provide care & will arrange professional care in due course); close to support services (inc shops etc). It is hoped that I will continue; with help; to remain in my new home; and if not the next step would be a care/nursing home.

5. No intention of remaining in Ashington long term

6. we are very pleased with the current facilities the village has to offer but feel there is a need to encourage residents to use these facilities (ie buses; chemist etc) or we may lose them

7. our current thinking is that we will not remain in Ashington in the future; though will stay in Sussex

8. An important addition to Ashington for older residents would be a health centre. Having only just moved into the village we are not familiar with all the support available within the community

9. Ashington needs better transport links into Storrington

10. Although OK at age 59 in this (family) house I am aware that at some time in the not too distant future I may need to downsize to a more manageable house with smaller garden & have wondered what opportunities there are in Ashington but have not been aware of any?! (I have no children living) or family

11. We feel next move not in Ashington - need to be nearer health services; with good public transport & better shops & leisure activities - pity because Ashington good village to live in.

12. Have no need to move within Ashington

13. Although at present we are able to live independently; drive car and more or less self sufficient; at our ages ie 77yrs we realise the situaton could change at any time. Should we need to move for reasons of health; mobility; finance etc it would be a great relief to know we could continue to live in the village and not be separated from friends and familiar surroundings.

14. I do not anticipate moving to another home in Ashington. My present home is adequate for many years.

15. It would be helpful to have a doctors surgery in Ashington. It is great we now have a Chemist. It is a long way to go to Storrington for the doctor.

16. I am fit and healthy at the moment but even if that was not the case I do not think that I would want to live in 'Older Peoples Housing'

17. If our health deteriorated we would consider moving away from Ashington to Horsham; Worthing or Chichester where we would be close to everything

18. We are lucky that we are fit & able to take care of ourselves at the moment and don't need any assistance. We love our house & Ashington & plan to stay here for as long as we are able
19. As my mother has dementia I do not know what my requirements will be in the future
20. More housing seems to be needed in Ashington. Suggest extending village a bit more eg to include roads just outside village so development can be extended

21. My daughter and I would like to talk to someone who could help us plan for me to move in the next 2 years. Is there a Council exchange scheme? My daughter would welcome a phone call or letter. She has made a note of Mr. Warder's no.  I would like to be near my daughter in Ashington

22. Question 14 difficult to answer; depends on price; whether I like the property so it could be any of the types of property. My health at the time of moving would also influence my choice

23. Hopefully I will die in my cottage.The thought of an old persons home horrifies me. In this materialistic society my children & grandchildren could well do with whatever money I can leave them. Stagnating in an expensive home is wasting their inheritance.

24. I don't intend to move

25. Whilst able bodied and a car driver Ashington is fine but if ever the above conditions change Ashington being a rural community is quite isolated and an improvement in delivering transport; medical; dental and even for those U50 - child welfare clinics-albeit using mobile units; would be great. It is too nice a community to ever leave. For the less able - phone link to a local on call matron type warden could be useful. Support to keep people in their own homes as long as possible would be fantastic. Chemist presence is great.

26. My wife and I were born in Ashington and this is where we want to stay. At the moment we can manage the house and garden but we know one day we won't. Then we would like to move into a bungalow in Ashington knowing there is support close by if we need it.

27. In the near future a crossing near the shop - the elderly are slow and the traffic is getting faster & a lot more of it

28. up to now we seem to manage but we cannot be sure we can in the future
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