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Minutes of Ashington Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 15th July 2009 
Present: Councillors K Wood, J Stillwell, N Carver.
Parish Clerk: K Dare
Members of the public – None
Declarations of Interest – None
Apologies received from Cllr B Norton (personal), T Kearney (illness) & M Woolley (business)
Planning applications

DC/09/1117 Erection of a rear 2-storey extension with a pitched roof - 5 Posthorses. The Parish Council support this application.
DC/09/1126 Fell 5 Poplar trees (1-5) and Pollard 7 Poplar trees (6-12) in Group 2 – Welbourne, Well House Road. The Parish Council support this application.
DC/09/0733 Retention of boundary fencing - 5 Woelfs Close

The Parish Council object in principle to close-boarded fences being erected to the front of properties, but is mindful of the precedent set by HDC on another application (DC/09/0134). We believe that on this occasion it would be unfair to continue to object, but we wish to establish the point for the future that fences of this nature do have an adverse effect on the street scene. The Parish Council would like to see the existing front hedges at this property be allowed to grow to the height of the new fence to obscure it from view.
DC/09/1158 Erection of 1 x 4-bed dwelling (Approval of Reserved Matters) - Post Horses London Road
The Parish Council has a number of concerns about this application:
1. The northern wall of the proposed dwelling appears to sit right on the northern boundary of the property. There appears to be no gap for construction or maintenance purposes between the building and the boundary. The Parish Council owns the land to the immediate north of the boundary and can confirm that this land is not an ‘existing right of way’ as indicated on the submitted plans. The owner of Post Horses has no right of access to this land and would need to seek permission from the Parish Council before any works could be undertaken. The Parish Council would prefer to see at least a 1metre gap between the proposed house and the northern boundary. The same is true of the pergola style car port. The Parish Council will check its own Title Deeds to confirm whether the boundary shown in the plans is correct. There is to be no overhanging of Council land by fascias, soffits, gutters etc and foundations must be kept entirely within the boundary.
2. The Parish Council are concerned that the proposed 3 bay car port is extremely narrow and may not fit 3 normal cars and the proposed turning area may also be too small for normal cars. These issues are especially important if 3 cars are present on-site. WSCC Transport response to the original planning application (DC/05/2400) indicated that 3 parking spaces and a full turning area were essential for these plans. The Parish Council would like WSCC to check the parking and turning areas.
3. No cycle parking facilities are shown.

4. The three parking spaces to the front of the retail unit may be difficult to access by vehicles travelling from the north. The narrowness of the site may not afford sufficient parking/turning space to serve these spaces. The Parish Council would like WSCC to check the parking and turning areas to serve the retail unit.

5. The Parish Council is under the impression that the original planning application stated that the dwelling and retail unit would be ‘linked’ ie the house serves as accommodation for the retail unit. However, this application seems to focus solely on the dwelling and indicate separation of the property.

The Parish Council support the development of this site but would like to see the above concerns addressed prior to further approvals being given.

Amendments

None

Correspondence

None
Meeting finished at 7.30pm
Signed……………………… 

Date……………………….
Ashington Parish Council
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