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Minutes of Ashington Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 15th April 2009 
Present: Councillors K. Hayler, M Woolley, B Norton, K Wood, N Carver
Parish Clerk: K Dare
Members of the public – None
Declarations of Interest – None
Apologies received from Cllrs J Stillwell (personal) & T Kearney (holiday)
Planning applications

DC/09/0559 Retention of fascia and boundary hoarding sign externally lit - 
Indian Cottage London Road
The Parish Council support the advertising signs and much of the lighting, however, are concerned about the one light illuminating the sign on the boundary of the car park. The light overhangs the highway footpath and is a hazard to pedestrians and other footpath users. Either the sign should be moved back from the boundary line or a different type of light installed. Photograph 2 clearly shows the extent of the overhang.

DC/09/0591 Demolition of existing barn and erection of new garage building with workshop and store – The Old Courtyard, Whitelands Farm, Hole Street.
The Parish Council support the application.
DC/09/0606 Surgery to 3 oak trees – 1 Turnpike Way, Ashington.
The Parish Council has some concern about this application. Similar crown cleaning/thinning by 10-15% took place only 4-5 years ago. Councillors were concerned that further trimming by 10-15% is excessive, not necessary and would reduce the amenity value of the trees.
Amendments

None

Correspondence

None
Councillors discussed whether the Parish Council had any role to play in alerting residents to planning applications as the Parish Council was not always sure that all affected residents were informed by HDC. Councillors agreed that the Parish Council should not get involved in alerting individual households about planning applications as this was HDC responsibility but did agree that Parish Council Agendas could be publicised to a greater extent eg on the weekly email bulletin, electronic noticeboard. This would leave the onus on individual households to look for the information and would not lead to the Parish Council being party to soliciting comments inappropriately.

Major planning applications affecting the village as a whole could be brought to the attention of residents.

It was clarified that the Parish Council’s role as a statutory consultee is to take the wider view about how planning applications affect the village rather than how they would affect the immediate neighbours eg how a new fence affects the street scene rather than how it may affect the neighbouring property. On occasions the Parish Council will alert HDC about works that do not have planning permission but only on occasion when the Parish Council would object to the development.
The Clerk will look at Minutes of other Parish Councils to see how they respond to planning applications.

Meeting finished at 7.30pm
Signed……………………… 
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