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Minutes of Ashington Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting held at 7pm on Wednesday 20th December 2006

Present: Councillors J Berry (Chairman), B S Norton and N Carver
Parish Clerk K Dare

Apologies from Councillor K Wood 

No apologies received from Councillors J Stillwell and N Phillips

Members of the public – 23
Declarations of Interest - None

Planning applications

DC/06/2874 26 Warminghurst Close – demolition of existing dwelling and proposed development of four three bedroom detached /link detached properties
The Parish Council strongly object to this application on the grounds of:

a. Overdevelopment of the site

b. Having regard to the limited area of the site and its relationship to existing residential development properties the proposal would give rise to an unneighbourly form of development which would be prejudicial to the residential amenities of neighbouring occupiers.
c. The limited site area in conjunction with the proposed number of dwellings would not produce a reasonable living environment for future occupiers.
d. The response to Planning application DC/05/1784 stated that there is ‘no need for the release of land for further development in the village’.
e. The owner of the property has moved his boundary fences and, in doing so, is presumably seeking to claim possessory title to land that does not belong to him. This land is included within the planning permission that he is seeking but should be excluded – the documents submitted should be amended to show the true boundaries of his property.
f. The land that the owner has incorporated into his garden is a drainage ditch which forms a wildlife corridor between his property and the adjacent property. The owner has filled in the drainage ditch thus causing problems with surface water drainage both for his own property and that of his neighbours and has blocked the important wildlife corridor. The proposed development would exacerbate these problems.
g.  Access to and from the site is limited and parking is inadequate. The Parish Council does not agree with the applicant’s reasoning that the properties could be used for disabled persons as access to and from the proposed properties is difficult. There would be Health & Safety issues regarding access to the proposed development and any work on site if this application was successful. This is a quiet village cul-de-sac where children can play freely and in safety.
h. The Council notes that the Land Registry title for the property includes a covenant stating ‘not to use the property other than as a site for a single residence’.

i. Allowing this type of development would set a dangerous precedent and could result in many more applications of this type.

j. The existing property is within a new housing development and this proposal would upset the balance of properties within the development.

The Council notes that 23 members of the public attended the planning meeting and none were in support of the application. The Chairman stressed the importance of members of the public writing to HDC to object to the application.
Amendments

DC/06/2448 Proposed Bungalow to the east of 10 Timberlea Close
The Council objects to this application on the grounds that:

a. The proposed development will overshadow the gardens of adjoining bungalows

b. Loss of privacy to the neighbours and lack of privacy for future occupiers of the property.

c. Over-development of the site

d. Entrance/exit to the premises is opposite the busy junction to the shopping area and will be hazardous

Similar applications have been rejected by this Council and HDC and subsequent appeals have been dismissed by the Planning Inspector. This Council feels that repeat applications & amendments such as this are designed to wear down our resistance and should not be allowed.

Urgent Correspondence

None

Meeting finished at 7.25pm
Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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