
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8th June 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N Clark, R. Brennan, K. Wood, N. Carver, J. Stillwell, K. Hayler 

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

District Councillor David Jenkins

4 members of the public present 

Invited guests: Beverley Turner & Paul Rowley (HDC), PC Colin Parker (Sussex Police)

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr J. Gilbert (holiday), Cllr N. Phillips (work), Neighbourhood Warden – Darryn Moulding (responding to a call)
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th May 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Hayler and seconded by Councillor Brennan, and agreed.


The Minutes of the AGM held on the 4th May 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Norton and seconded by Councillor Brennan, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 85 Results from the Village Survey. Cllr Hayler had completed the analysis of the results and made a presentation at this meeting (see attached). Beverley Turner and Paul Rowley (HDC) attended the meeting to advise the Council what to do next with the results.
In summary - The Chairman explained that the Council planned to present the results at the Residents Association meeting on 12th July and would establish a Focus Group who would meet on 25th July to work on the Parish Plan. Beverley Turner explained that a 14% response rate was very low but Cllr Carver explained that for the majority of residents there were no issues that they wished to raise and therefore they did not complete the questionnaire. The very fact that Ashington won Village of the Year in 2003 and has recently won the Southern Area of the Village of the Year 10th Anniversary Competition shows that Ashington has many facilities and activities for residents and demonstrates that the Parish Council continually strives to improve the village. Beverley Turner was pleased that a Focus Group would be formed and explained that this could be up to 15 people and could include a number of parish councillors and was specifically aimed at getting the community involved in helping to fulfill the ideas that have been generated from the Village Survey. The Chairman explained that the Focus Group would aim to have the final Parish Plan ready for September when it would be distributed to residents and an exhibition of the results would be held. The Parish Council would simply endorse the Parish Plan once complete. Paul Rowley explained that in order for the Parish Plan to be formally accepted it was necessary to demonstrate as wide a consultation base as possible to show community support.
He stated that circulating a draft plan to residents would allow for further consultation opportunities. Paul Rowley explained that Horsham District Community Partnership would assist the Parish Council in achieving its actions but that no priority would be given to Ashington if the Parish Plan was produced without full consultation with the community.

The Chairman summarized discussions – Presentation of the results of the Village Survey to the Residents meeting on 12th July, formation of a Focus Group who would meet on 25th July, advertising of these events via noticeboards, emails, posters, local press, on Village Festival day etc followed by publication of Parish Plan, exhibition, distribution and a further opportunity for feedback from residents. It was agreed that Beverley Turner attend meetings on 12th and 25th July, Clerk to liaise.







KD
C/F
Item 82 The Clerk had written to Inspector Wyeth to say how concerned the Council was at the lack of support from the Police to our Wardens. The Chairman explained that the concern had arisen from an incident in March when the Parish Council and the Wardens were aware of planned trouble, and had forewarned the Police but the Police failed to attend the incidents when called. PC Colin Parker attended the Council meeting and explained that Ashington receives the same level of Police support as other villages and had been successful recently in arresting 2 individuals for vandalism and one for a public order offence. PC Parker explained the frustration of the Police at having to spend much of their time in their offices completing paperwork and explained that they could not use the Wardens office at the Community Centre as it was not equipped with computer terminals. Some Councillors felt that the Police concentrated much of their time in Ashington in trying to deal with one or two particular families and that this was to the detriment of the rest of the village. Cllr Clark suggested that the Police should publicise their support for the Village Warden scheme as it was often felt that the Police did not necessarily support the principle of Village Wardens. Councillors noted that the PCSO’s regularly visited Ashington but always attended in pairs, PC Parker confirmed that they would be attending individually once full training had been completed. The Chairman thanked PC Parker for his reassurances.





KD
D
Item 29 Shopping area – awaiting s106 monies from DC/04/0463 (Applegarth / Oak Tree Cottage) for the layby and footpath.
Item 48 S106 Applications A s106 application has been made for the cctv camera that will be positioned on the church to cover the graveyard, church, frontages of the scout hall, pavilion and youth club. HDC’s Emergency Planning Officer had already paid £2000 towards the cost of the camera directly to Kestrel Alarms. A decision from HDC is expected soon after 13th June. At the previous Council meeting the Council agreed to pay if HDC rejected the application.











KD
C/F
Councillors were asked to agree to the following further s106 applications:

Scout Hall windows £1650
Scout Hall toilets £1334
Proposed by Cllr Carver, seconded by Cllr Stillwell and agreed by all.

Ashington 1st Responders requested that the Council make a s106 application for £500 as they have been unsuccessful in securing the balance of funds needed to purchase the Public Access Defibrillator (see Correspondence 15). Total Cost £1750 + VAT (£306) = £2056 + del charge
Funds available:
Red Lion

£600
Short Mat Bowls
£400
Parish Council
£550 (£600 agreed by Council 6/4/06)
Section 106

£500

Total


£2050

Agreed by all.

Clerk to submit applications by 27th June for decisions in August.
KD
C/F
The lifting kerbstone has not yet been repaired. County Councillor Wilkinson will be asked to enquire of Shirley Stone WSCC Highways as to the date of repair. No progress on this issue.






FW
C/F
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warminghurst Close Play Area. 

Updated Land Registry entries had been received by the Council’s solicitors but they were still trying to sort out the balancing pond as half was still owned by McAlpine Homes. 







BN
C/F
Handover of the Warminghurst Close Play Area and the northern part of the western tree boundary had been completed and a sum of £7991.52 had been received (Clerk has paid into Singer & Friedlander account). The Clerk has arranged a RoSPA check and this will inform Councillors of the works required to the play area. The Chairman stated that the equipment was rusty and needed sanding down and repainting, the gate and fence were in need of repairs and the wooden roof needed revarnishing at the very least. The Clerk has arranged the appropriate signage and Cllr Wood volunteered to install it. Clerk & Chairman to add grass cutting (11 times per year) and maintenance of both areas to Andrew Obee’s contract and to ask Andrew Obee what work is required on the western tree boundary. Chairman & Clerk to review the whole contract in preparation for discussion by the Council. Clerk to advise the Council’s insurers. Cllr Wood has spoken to the neighbours close to the access to the western tree boundary to remind them that access for works will be required.


KD
C/F
Item 67 Decriminalization of parking – The Chairman has met with Mike Horton to discuss parking problems and Parking restrictions are to be imposed in the bus bay outside of “Village Flair”. The bus bay will be marked out in yellow paint and a parking restriction sign erected.





KD
C/F
Item 78 Speed Indicating Device –this device will be made available to Ashington for deployment on Billingshurst Road, London Road and Hole Street (where speed restrictions apply). Training was held by PC‘s Parker and Keeley at 10.30am Tuesday 6th June 2006 in the Methodist Church and the first deployment would be 12th June at 8am outside Dachs, Spear Hill, Billingshurst Road.









JB
C/F
Item 79 Bridleway –Mr and Mrs M Woolley of Church Farm House had confirmed that the southern drive was theirs and was private and that the northern drive was also private and belonged to Church Farm. The Clerk had written to the tenant farmer at Church Farm about creating an access through the farm but no response had been received. The Chairman had contacted Mary Davis who he hoped would make enquiries with the owner of the farm.

KD
C/F
Fence to the south side of the Persimmon Pond it was agreed to repair with 12 metres of Agricultural fencing. The Clerk is waiting for 3 written quotes KD
C/F
Item 80 Community Payback scheme information – young offenders undertaking supervised community work. The Clerk has asked if help can be given to clear Persimmons and Church Close balancing ponds. No response.
KD
C/F
Item 83 Cllr Wood had informed the Council about information he had relating to the footpath on Mill Lane to the Social Club. Cllr Wilkinson will chase Vince Tipper from WSCC on the ownership of the footpath. Cllr Wood had met with Shirley Stone who would also look into the archives.


FW
C/F
Item 84 Cllr Wood had reported that Fairfield Road (Mill Lane end) was full of potholes and that as it was owned by WSCC should be repaired. Cllr Wood met with Shirley Stone (WSCC) and she would investigate See Item 83
KW
C/F
On items 83 and 84 the Chairman has met with Mike Horton (WSCC Highways Engineer) who will investigate the section 38 agreements.

Item 87 Defra – Getting to grips with the Clean Neighbourhoods Act – the Clerk has received a copy of the Guidelines for Parish Councils. There is a national training course available from Defra at a cost of £295 per delegate. HDC have advised the Council that it is up to individual parishes to decide whether to enforce the Act. District Councillor Jenkins informed the Council that in the longer term some of the new HDC parking attendants would be trained to issue Fixed Penalty Tickets under the Clean Neighbourhoods Act and that it was not possible to ask the Neighbourhood Wardens to do this as it is not within their remit.

Councillors agreed that Cllr Wood would attend the training course in London on 11th July and that £200 had been budgeted for this topic.

KD
C/F 
Item 88 Resignation of Cllr Prichard. The Clerk had taken the necessary steps to recruit a replacement but no applications had been received despite advertising on the noticeboards and in the newspaper. Clerk to prepare a new notice further advertising the vacancy.






KD
C/F
Item 89 Cllr Wood reported that a group of youths was meeting at the Posthorses Play Area at night and one of the Parish Council’s signs had been damaged beyond repair. The Clerk has ordered a new sign (@£25 + VAT).
KD
C/F
Item 90 Cllr Norton reported that the owner of Roselands, London Road had erected a short fence on land belonging to WSCC Highways and it was a potential hazard in that it could easily be tripped over. Shirley Stone is looking into this matter (see Correspondence 9)




KD
C/F
Item 91 Cllr Stillwell reported that the Timberlea Close road surface was in a poor state of repair. Shirley Stone reports that Timberlea Close is on the forward programme for surface dressing (see Correspondence 4).

KD
C/F
5. CORRESPONDENCE

4. Shirley Stone WSCC – resurfacing of Timberlea Close (see Item 91)
5. West Sussex County times South Downs Best -Best Place- shortlisted
7. Charter 88 Campaign for a modern and fair democracy (Local Works Campaign for the Sustainable Communities Bill.. requesting that we ask our MP to add his name to an"Early Day Motion" supporting the Sustainable Communities Bill ). Clerk to complete




KD
D
9. Shirley Stone WSCC – Roselands boundary (see Item 90)

10. Mr & Mrs Beckett re: Warminghurst Close Play Area (see Item 32). Mr Beckett was in attendance and volunteered to conduct the weekly play area inspection. Clerk to prepare a checklist and liaise with Mr. Beckett. The Council thanked Mr. Beckett for his help.
12. Local Development & Transport Advisory Group meeting agenda, listed all of the rejected sites in Ashington






14. Reminder – South East Plan consultation period. Clerk to prepare a response with the Chairman (lack of infrastructure, hospitals, schools, water, transport  waste provision and in particular objecting against proposals that West Sussex should take millions of tons of waste from London)


KD
D
15. First Responders – request for a s106 application for funds (see Item 29)

17. NHS – Appeal against pharmacy in Ashington (appeal dismissed, this means that Ashington could have a chemists if a pharmacist and suitable building can be identified). The Chairman has put the Developers of Flowerpots and Aladdins Cave in touch with the Pharmacist who wished to convert Dongara.

JB
18. AiRS – Parish Action Plan Surgeries

20. Rydon Community College – appeal for governors. Cllr Hayler explained the commitment needed from governors and the benefits of being a school governor. Cllr Carver expressed an interest.






NC

23. ODPM – Discussion Paper on local authority byelaws. Given to Cllr Norton
24. Brian Milton – asking for removal of a Horse Chestnut Tree. Cllr Wood to visit Brian Milton








KW       C/F
26. AiRS – Goodyear Playground Makeover competition
29. WSCC – enforcement of double yellow lines north side of Mill Lane

32. WSCC – statement of Community Involvement (Minerals & Waste Development Framework)

33. Southern Water – hosepipe ban reminder

34. Amendments to rural bus routes, service 74 from Ashington to Storrington would be via Thakeham
35. HDC – latter to David Milliband MP re local Govt reorganization

36. HDC – online refuse & recycling calendar

37. WSCC – invitation to join Minerals & Waste Development Framework Forum (emailed to Councillors). Possibly Cllr Carver to attend
40. HDC – Statement of Community Involvement

42. Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act training course (see Item 87)
45. Washington PC – South East Plan for waste from London to be landfilled in Sussex

46. HDC – abandoned and untaxed vehicles reporting to the dvla
49. HDC – Local Development Framework Core Strategy Pre-Examination comments

51. HDC – Invitation to the Civic Service 25th June at 11.15am

52. AiRS seminar – Affordable Rural Housing
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

A member of the public reported that there had been a group in Ashington who were looking at the wild flowers of the village and was informed that Ashington had a lovely selection of flowers.
A member of the public complained about the poor state of grass cutting of the top roundabouts. The Chairman explained that the Council was aware of this problem and would be discussing it later in the meeting in relation to the invoice received from Mr. Flynn.

In the absence of the Neighbourhood Warden the Chairman read out a report:

1. The village had suffered a small spate of graffiti around various places including the two phone boxes, the tag marks had been noted and the graffiti cleaned off.

2. several residents have taken up the Away from Home scheme where the Wardens keep the details of keyholders and people to contact in an emergency.

3. arrangements are being put together for an intergenerational cricket match to take place on the recreation Ground after the Festival

4. Cllr Hayler, Cllr Clark, the Chairman and Warden are meeting to discuss the role of the Neighbourhood Watch street co-ordinators in reporting anti-social behaviour. This is currently not being reported to the Wardens, residents preferring to call the Police.
5. The Warden asked for suggestions for a place to park the van in Ashington as currently he was driving to and from Steyning where it was left overnight. It was suggested that he park at the Community Centre in full view of the cctv cameras.

The Chairman reported that Warden Kevin Parker had resigned and that HDC would be providing temporary cover via a third party security company. The Chairman was asked if he would be involved in the recruitment of a new Warden and he confirmed that this would be the case as he had some concerns about the recruitment of Kevin Parker by HDC.

7.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 17th and 24th May and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes.
Correspondence

DC/05/2234 Dongara, London Road Change of use to Pharmacy – the appeal against the refusal to give planning permission has been dismissed by the Planning Inspector
Amendments

None
Applications 

DC/06/1335 2-Storey side extension Stone Barn London Road
The Parish Council objected on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site, size of the proposed extension, new front door opens out directly onto the driveway and is unsafe, lack of parking and turning areas. Councillors felt that the barn should never be extended as it was within the curtilage of a listed building (The Willows). When the Stone Barn was converted into a dwelling the conversion retained the structure and appearance of the Barn and this proposed extension would lose the character of the Barn completely. The Stone Barn and The Willows were originally one property and were listed buildings under the name of Broadbridge Farmhouse. When Broadbridge Farmhouse was split into the two properties and re-named the Barn lost its listed status. The Parish Council agreed to make an urgent application to English Heritage for listed building status to be placed on the Stone Barn in order to protect this historic building.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/06/0795 Swan Cottage, London Road – first floor side extension and detached garage
DC/06/0744 The Lawns, London Road Renewal of unimplemented planning application AS/19/01 for single and two storey side extensions

DC/06/0639 Red Lion, London Road 1 illuminated freestanding sign

DC/06/0667 Spheric Trafalgar, Wiston Business Park Extension to existing factory

DC/05/2906 27 Rectory Close Surgery to beech hedge

DC/06/0112 17 Covert Mead Surgery on 1 oak tree (restricted cutting following comments from Parish Council)

DC/06/0557 17 Hillcrest Drive single storey rear extension at 17 Hillcrest Drive and pitched roof to garages 16 & 17 Hillcrest Drive

Refusals

DC/06/0747 GRS Engineering, Wiston Business Park Retention of 1 freestanding sign and 3 fascia signs
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 21st June 2006.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

Mazars – annual return. The Clerk and Cllr Norton have prepared the accounts. Clerk to arrange a Finance Committee for approval before presentation to the full Council. 








KD
CF
Current account signatories – as agreed on 5th January 2006 Cllrs Phillips and Clark to be added. As Cllr Clark has had the paperwork for 3 months without progress. It was agreed by all to change the signatories to Cllr Hayler, Cllr Phillips & Cllr Gilbert.






KD
C/F
Steyning Area minibus – request for a donation. The Clerk received a copy of the accounts and these show the organization to be very financially healthy and the request for a donation has been withdrawn.



KD
D
Inland Revenue – have imposed a penalty of £100 because the annual return for 04/05 was not submitted before the deadline of 19th May 2005 – the Council was without a Clerk at the time and the new Clerk completed it on 10th June 4 days after she joined the Council. The Clerk has lodged a written appeal.
KD
C/F
Income 

Developers lump sum (see Item 32)



£7991.52
Short Mat Bowls Club





£400

(donation towards purchase of public access defibrillator)

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£25.00
530
(meeting 8th June and Planning meetings 17th & 24th May 2006, SID training 6th June)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£342.58
531
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

532
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Total





£523.97
533
DJ Flynn







£82.25
534
Cutting of roundabouts (inc. VAT)
Councillors agreed to pay half of the invoice only and the Clerk to write to Mr. Flynn to complain about the poor standard of cutting and the lack of strimming and to request a good cut before Calor Village of the Year judging day on 15th July.
Ashington Community Centre




£181.95
535
Skatepark insurance

BCM photocopiers






£61.89
536
Inc. VAT

Parker Dann planning consultants



£670.15
537
Inc. VAT

SLCC annual membership





£93

538
The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Norton, seconded by Cllr Carver Agreed by all present.

9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
Cllr Clark – Friends of Lodge Hill AGM.

Cllr Wood – Tree Wardens meeting

Cllr Hayler - HDC Annual Council meeting

Cllr Norton – meeting with the Chairman and Mike Horton (Item 67)

11. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Clark reported that the fence in Oakwood Copse had been pulled down and was lying on the ground and was a hazard to walkers. The Chairman stated that the fence had been erected by Taylor Woodrow for reasons of Health & Safety in order to protect walkers from falling trees and branches. The Chairman had reported the problem to Taylor Woodrow but had not received a response. Clerk to write to report the problem again.




KD
C/F
Cllr Hayler informed the Council of a forthcoming event in the Community Centre – Creative Covers would be playing on 17th June 2006. The event was to raise funds for the Ashington Carnival whose committee were becoming disheartened as ticket sales were very slow.

Cllr Hayler asked if members of the Council could provide her with photographs of Ashington, past and present, as she was putting together a montage that would be on show at the Calor Village of the Year judging day on 15th July 2006.

The meeting finished at 9.20pm 

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 6th July 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road. 

Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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