
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 7th September 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), N Clark, J. Gilbert, J. Stillwell, K. Wood, N. Carver, K. Hayler, N. Phillips, R. Brennan

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

1 member of the public and 1 candidate for Councillor (Item 88) present 

Neighbourhood Warden Darryn Moulding

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Vice Chairman B. Norton & County Councillor F. Wilkinson (holiday).

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chairman declared an interest in the application for a grant from the Ashington Residents Association (see Finance Section).

3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd August 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Carver and seconded by Councillor Hayler, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 88 Vacancy on the Council – an application was been received from Pat Webb of Stoneville, London Road. The Chairman invited Mrs Webb to say a few words and after a short speech Councillors agreed unanimously to co-opt Mrs Webb onto the Council. The Chairman invited Mrs Webb to take a seat with other Councillors and to formally join the meeting.




D
Item 85 Results from the Village Survey. The aim is to have a draft Parish Plan ready for 9th September when an exhibition of the results will be held. The Parish Council will endorse the Parish Plan once complete and distribute to residents in November/December. The Chairman thanked Cllr Hayler for all of the hard work that she had put into this project and stated that the eventual plan was not a lot different to the draft proposed at the beginning of the year.

KH
C/F
Item 29 Shopping area s106 Transport contributions applications – David Lambert (WSCC) will apply to HDC to use the funds from AS/5/98 on the grounds that the creation of a layby will facilitate use of the local shops and therefore can be justified as a sustainable transport project.


KD / FW
C/F
Item 48 S106 Community contributions applications HDC has approved funds for the Scout Hall windows and toilets and the Clerk has advised the Scouts on the completion of the necessary paperwork.

KD
D
We are still awaiting a response from HDC on the request from Ashington 1st Responders for £500 as HDC requested further information to support the application.








KD
C/F
The Clerk is in the process of asking all village groups/organizations to see if any require capital funds for projects (although response is slow possibly due to the holiday season). Ashington Rovers Football Club (Correspondence no. 29) has asked for collapsible goalposts to enable them to remove the football goals from the Recreation Ground after each match as there have been complaints from Hillcrest Drive residents about youngsters using the goals and associated noise, balls over fences etc has become a problem. Ashington Rovers have provided one quote. The application may need to wait until s106 funds from DC/05/2400 (Posthorses) become available.





KD
C/F
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warminghurst Close Play Area. 

Persimmons land is the final piece of land awaiting transfer to the Council.
The The Clerk has written to Persimmon Homes asking for a financial contribution equivalent to interest at 4.75% on the £38k yet to be handed over to the Parish Council as the Council has funded maintenance on this land for over a year. No response has been received.




KD/BN
C/F
Warminghurst Close Play Area –installation of the safety signs. 
KW
C/F
The equipment is rusty and needs sanding down and repainting, the gate and fence are in need of repairs and the wooden roof needs re-varnishing – the Clerk is trying to obtain a quote for the work.




KD
C/F



Andrew Obee has advised that the Western Tree boundary (south and north) requires: half a day surface brush cutting and coppice inside row adjacent to fence, every 5 years, two and a half days work estimate £250 plus the purchase of one bag of gravel for the entrance drive. To be excluded from contract and invoiced separately.
Agreed by all, Clerk to advise Andrew Obee to schedule the work for this coming autumn.





KD
D
Wood-chip and weedkiller for the centre of the top roundabouts – the Clerk has asked the weedkilling contractors to look at the areas and advise the Council on the cost. The next scheduled weedkiller application in the village is September. The Clerk to purchase bark chips (£142.80 exc. VAT for 42 large 80 litre bags) once weedkiller has been applied.




KD
C/F
The Clerk has spoken to Mr. Flynn about the dumping of grass cuttings from the roundabout in the centre of the roundabouts. Mr. Flynn’s contract with the Council allows for cutting of the grass but not grass collection and disposal. Normally the grass clippings are left scattered on the ground after each cut. However, since the Council had complained to Mr. Flynn some months ago about the poor state of cutting he decided to do a special cut with his mower that collects the grass clippings in order to make the roundabouts look their best and he put the clippings in the centre of the roundabout.

He will continue to cut the grass as per his contract (leaving the clippings scattered) in the future but if the Council wish to have the grass collected and taken away then the cost will at least double.



KD
D
Item 79 Fence to the south side of the Persimmon Pond - the Clerk is waiting for  Country Crafts to undertake the work and repairs to the Warminghurst Close play area fence.








 KD
C/F
Item 87 Clean Neighbourhoods Act – the Clerk has received information about the HDC Clean Neighbourhoods Prevention/Enforcement Strategy for consultation (Correspondence Item 5). It was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk would respond.





JB/KD
C/F 
Item 89 Posthorses play area – damage to the safety surfacing. The specialist repair company made the repairs but the Clerk was unhappy with the standard and asked them to return and do the work properly. The Clerk has retained payment.








KD
C/F
The other repairs highlighted by the RoSPA report to be completed by Cllrs Wood and Carver. Some items still outstanding.

KW/NC
C/F
The RoSPA report had recommended that a second gate be installed in the play area to avoid bullying/intimidation incidents. The Clerk has asked Country Crafts put a gate in the south side fence.




KD
C/F
Item 93 The fencing across Oakwood Copse was broken again and the fence does not follow the correct line as the “footpath” sign is to the outside of the fencing. The Clerk has reported to Taylor Woodrow.


KD     To list
Item 94 Posthorses pond - overgrowing greenery and pond clearance. Cllr Wood met with Ben Rainbow, Low Weald Ranger who will prepare a report for the Council on the ponds in Church Close and Posthorses. Ben Rainbow stated that the condition of the other pond (Persimmon land) in the village was ‘excellent’. Cllr Carver reminded the Council that he had met with a representative from the Environment Agency some years ago who had recommended that the reed growth in ponds should be controlled using weedkiller.








KD
C/F
Item 97 The old A24 from the roundabout to Ashington House is littered with dog faeces. Lyndon Johnson (HDC) has advised that the problem is in collecting evidence sufficient to issue a fixed penalty notice or take the offender to court. Witnesses could make a note of vehicle registration numbers and repeat offenders could be written to by HDC (see Correspondence Item 20) JB
D
Item 98 The surface of the footpath adjacent to the southern slip road is in a poor state of repair and there is overgrowing vegetation almost blocking the footpath. The Clerk has informed WSCC Highways.


KD
To list
Item 99 The footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way is in a poor state of repair. The Clerk has informed WSCC Highways. Cllr Gilbert reported that 2 kerbstones are now cracked. Clerk to inform WSCC.




KD
To list
Item 100 Quality Parish Council – The Chairman reported that part of the tests to qualify for Quality Parish Council status is communication with the electorate. We have had the "Ashington Village Newsletter" for about 6 years and he has been placing approved minutes of Parish Council meetings on the noticeboard outside the "Indian Cottage" for about 4 years. The Chairman proposed that approved minutes are placed on our two websites Ashington.net and ashingtonvision.org.uk which were currently both running well. Agreed by all. D
5. CORRESPONDENCE
1. AiRS Annual Conference 12th October 2006. Cllr Webb volunteered to attend. Clerk to send back the attendance form.




KD
D
2. ACCT copy of RoSPA check for skatepark. ACCT have advised that the skatepark needs skimming this year. This had been included within the Council’s budget.








KD
C/F
5. HDC – Clean Neighbourhoods strategy consultation (see Item 87)

6. EnCams - Local environmental quality - a town and parish council guide, Booklets "Litter and the Law - a guide for the public" and "A Guide to Improving your local environment". Cllr Carver reported some fly tipping activity in Park Lane. Clerk to inform Lyndon Johnson (HDC).



KD
D
7. HDC Development Control report including a report on Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage DC/06/1099, 19 units. The Chairman reported that the s106 Community Facilities Contributions had risen from @£19,000 to £37,350 with this new application.
8. HDC Local Development Framework General Development Control Policies

9. HDC A Guide to HDC 2006/7 booklet

10. WSCC A24 route safety strategy update. Works are delayed until the period 2011/12 to 2015/16
11. WSCC Food & Drink Festival 2006

13. Sussex Police – vehicle thefts and criminal damage
14. Sussex Police – arrest of man following vehicle thefts

16. Horsham Police – crackdown on underage drinking. The Co-op had been tested 5 times and had passed each one.
19. WSCC – School signs for Ashington. The Council approved the installation of signs but asked to see further signs installed at the junction of The Sands/Foster Lane. Clerk to contact WSCC.





KD
C/F
20. Lyndon Johnson, HDC – dog fouling on old A24 (see Item 96)

21. Andy Flack, HDC re: damage to signs for The Sands & Rectory Lane. The Chairman stated that the road sign for Rectory Lane appeared to have been replaced, but the one for The Sands (top end ) had disappeared, but in any case the posts were rotten.
22. Revised Horsham District Council Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy
25. Storrington Parish Council seeking views on the effectiveness of the local Police. The Council recognized that Police resources were stretched. Cllr Phillips agreed to respond.







NP       D
26. HALC – response to the NHS ‘Fit for the Future’ consultation document. Cllr Carver expressed concern that the Council had not responded to the original ‘Fit for the Future’ document and stressed that a representative from the Council should attend the local PCT meetings. Cllr Phillips responded that the decisions that would be made would be the same whether the Council had responded or not. The Chairman reported that the original ‘Fit for the Future’ document made no mention of possible downgrading effects on Worthing & Chichester Hospitals. It was suggested that this item should be on the County Local Committee agenda. The Parish Clerk to get the issue onto the Chanctonbury Local County Committee agenda.







KD
C/F
27. HDC – draft Younger and Older Persons Strategies. The Chairman has distributed to relevant groups/individuals in the village and responses would be given to the Clerk.
28. Horsham District Local Development Framework to 2018. General Development Control Policies Submission document. Includes small scale development at Applegarth/Oak Tree House and Meiros Farm. No other sites in Ashington are included.
29. Ashington Rovers Football Club re: new collapsible goalposts

30. Chanctonbury County Local Committee Youth Issues meeting 26th September 2006
31. WSCC re: Mill Lane / Fairfield Road confirming that Mill Lane and footpaths are unadopted from the right hand fork in the road. Therefore WSCC are not responsible for maintenance.
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

The Warden reported that the last week of the school holidays had seen a slight increase in the incidence of drunken & noisy behaviour and minor criminal damage and that he had increased his patrols to try to prevent this type of behaviour. Names of those responsible had been given to him and he was dealing with them.

Festival night was reasonably quiet with the only problem being some drunk underage girls, one of whom had to be taken to hospital after a suspected reaction to drugs. The Police and the Warden had dealt with the incidents.

The new half pipe at the skatepark was installed and feedback from the youngsters was positive.

The new cctv camera would be fixed shortly.

Interview for a new Warden would take place on 21st September and 7 individuals had been shortlisted for 2 positions (one in Ashington and the other in Steyning). The Chairman, Warden and HDC would be present at the interviews. If an appointment was made then it was hoped that the Junior Warden scheme could start up again and other initiatives would be possible.

Cllr Wood reported that youths had been making fires on the bund adjacent to the east side nature trail. The Warden confirmed that he would investigate.

A member of the public asked if DC/06/1099 and DC/06/1100 had been approved. The Chairman replied that it looked likely that DC/06/1099 would be approved and that there was no news on DC/06/1100. The member of the public wanted to know if there was any planting on the verges specified in the planning approval as it had already become apparent that contractors vehicles were parking on the verges. The Chairman stated that he would pass on information to her once the planning approval had been received.


JB         D
The member of the public asked if the Parish Council wished to dig up some self sown trees that she had on her land. The trees are mostly ash, oak, beech and goat willow and the Council could have any number free of charge within the next few weeks before the ground is cultivated and the trees destroyed. Cllr Wood would have a look at the trees and advise the Council if they are of any use. The member of the public suggested that a tree could be planted on the Parish Council land that is currently rented by Ashington Autos in order to ‘hide’ the old building. Cllrs Wood & Carver to have a look. Cllr Phillips reminded the Council that under the Landlord & Tenant Act it was not possible to substantially change a leased property and that a tree might not be appreciated by Ashington Autos.










KW/NC
C/F
7.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 16th August and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes.
Correspondence

None
Amendments

DC/06/1605 Flowerpots & Brookside – the flood risk assessment revealed that the Developer would need to raise the level of the ground floor slightly higher than currently specified.






KW       D
Applications

DC/06/1952 1 Woelfs Close - Conservatory, porch, detached garage. The Council had no objections to this application but was slightly concerned that the proposed garage was in front of the building line.
DC /06/2083 14 Covert Mead - Surgery to one oak tree. This application did not specify how much of the tree was to be removed and how high the crown would be lifted and therefore the Council was unable to make a decision. The Council would like to be given further information. Clerk to contact to Will Jones (HDC)
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/06/1603 Two Hoots, London Road – Conservatory
DC/05/2471 Foxes, Billingshurst Road – Conservatory

Refusals

None
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 20th September 2006.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

The annual accounts have been approved by the Internal Auditor and were sent to Mazars (External Auditor).





KD
CF
The Clerk modified the Council’s Financial Regulations as agreed at the last meeting and Councillors have been provided with a copy.

KD
D
Current account signatories – Cllr Phillips confirmed that he had presented the necessary documents to Lloyds.





KD
D
The Chairman left the room and Cllr Wood took over the Chair.
Ashington Residents Association requested that the Parish Council awards them a grant to cover the cost of providing refreshments for the two Village of the Year Judging Days (total cost £65.60). Agreed by all.
The Chairman returned.
Ashington Methodist Church has increased the minimum donation required for use of the Church or Hall from £10 to £12, effective from 1st September. This is the first increase for 2 years. Agreed by all.
The Clerk will contact the District Valuer regarding the land rented by Ashington Autos as the lease is due for renewal in December.


KD
C/F
Income 

Ashington Junior Football Club




£820
Residents Association (photocopier charges)


£44.56

Marsh Ferriman (additional Developers lump sum)

£17.66

Brian Norton (photocopier charges)



£8.20

Methodist Church (photocopier charges)



£4.12

HDC (s106 funds for cctv camera)



£2607.45

The Clerk has not paid for the camera yet as there have been problems getting it working.
WE Proctor (donation for public access defibrillator)

£50

SJ Goody (donation for public access defibrillator)

£25

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17.00
557

(meeting 7th September and Planning meeting 16th August)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£359.25
558
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

559
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Postage




£5.50



Stationery




£2.99
Print cartridges



£39.98




Total





£572.44
560
Zurich Insurance
cctv camera insurance


£58.77
561
Languard Ltd

weedkilling August 2005 (inc. VAT)
£70.50
562
David Allsopp
Internal Auditor



£150

563
LJ Chenery

Maintenance of noticeboards

£237.70




Maintenance of seats & signs

£244.50
564
BCM Group plc
Photocopier (inc. VAT)


£53.53
565
DJ Flynn

Cutting of roundabouts (inc. VAT)

£205.62
566

Councillors were asked to approve payment of the £35 (exc. VAT) that they withheld from Mr. Flynn some months ago since he made a special cut and collected the grass clippings so that the roundabouts looked their best for the Village of the Year judging day. Agreed by all, cheque amended
AC Farley

Tarmac for new half pipe at skatepark
£2585

567
(inc. VAT) to be re-imbursed by grant 

from Viridor Landfill Tax Credits

Residents Association
s137 Grant



£65.60
568

In order to avoid having to transfer funds from the deposit to current account the Clerk will delay payment for the skatepark tarmac and cctv camera until after the precept has been received (approx. 25th September)

The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Carver, seconded by Cllr Phillips. Agreed by all present.
9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
Cllr Wood had met with Ben Rainbow re: ponds

Cllr Hayler had met with the Chairman re: Parish Plan

11. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

Cllr Phillips reported that the concrete blocks in the verge for the parking of service vehicles adjacent to Applegarth/Ivy Lane had not been replaced after the trench work associated with drainage at Applegarth/Oak tree Cottage development site. In addition, the verge repairs were not completed satisfactorily. The Chairman had reported that the issue was with WSCC trench inspector but the Clerk would report to WSCC Highways.



KD      C/F
Cllr Stillwell requested a Welcome Pack for the resident living next to Stoneville, London Road. Chair to arrange.





JB         D
Cllr Carver reported that the hedgerow from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens and to Chanctonbury Nurseries was overgrowing the footpath and that tree roots were growing through the footpath. The Chairman had reported this to WSCC Highways and was assured that work would be carried out within the next 2 months. Clerk to report to WSCC Highways.



KD
C/F
Cllr Wood reported that the hedgerow from Hole Street to Big Plant nursery was overgrowing the road. Clerk to report to WSCC Highways.

KD      C/F
Cllr Clark reported that the white lines in the shop car park needed repainting. The Chairman confirmed that he had already reported this to Clokes Management.






The meeting finished at 8.50pm

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 12th October 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road. 

Signed………………………

Date……………………….

Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48
	Two lifting kerbstone at the shopping area
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority July 06

	48
	damage to a gas pipe cover at the entrance to the shop car park
	Clokes Management reported to Transco July 06

	67
	Decriminalization of parking
	The bus bay will be marked out in yellow paint and a parking restriction sign erected June 06

	79
	Bridleway
	no response from the tenant farmer at Church Farm about creating an access through the farm July 06 Chairman has been in contact with Mary Davis in an endeavour to make some progress

	83
	Footpath on northside of Mill Lane to the Social Club
Delete (see Correspondence 31)
	WSCC (Shirley Stone, Vince Tipper & Mike Horton) to look into the archives and section 38 agreements June 06

	84
	Entrance to Mill Lane to junction with Fairfield Road
Delete (see Correspondence 31)
	full of potholes WSCC (Shirley Stone & Mike Horton) to look into the archives and section 38 agreements June 06

	91
	Timberlea Close road surface
	is on the forward programme for surface dressing June 06
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