
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N Clark, J. Gilbert, R. Brennan, K. Wood, N. Carver, K. Hayler, N. Phillips 

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

4 members of the public present 

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson

Two Neighbourhood Wardens           

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

No apology received from Cllr. Stillwell
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Clark declared a prejudicial interest in the request from Ashington Carnival Committee for a grant (Finance Section).
3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th June 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Norton and seconded by Councillor Brennan, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 85 Results from the Village Survey. The Council has agreed to present the results at the Residents Association meeting on 12th July and will establish a Focus Group who would meet on 25th July to work on the Parish Plan. The Focus Group will aim to have the final Parish Plan ready for 9th September when it will be distributed to residents and an exhibition of the results will be held. The Parish Council will endorse the Parish Plan once complete. Beverley Turner will attend the meetings on 12th and 25th July, Clerk to liaise.


KD
C/F
Item 29 Shopping area s106 Transport contributions applications – was awaiting s106 monies from DC/04/0463 (Applegarth / Oak Tree Cottage) for the layby and footpath but new s106 monies have become available from DC/05/2400 Posthorses (Aladdins Cave) – see Planning correspondence. Transport contributions now total £18,847.73 (£5,000 from Co-op plus DC/05/2400 £1950, DC/04/0152 £1800, DC/04/1653 £1200, DC/05/0009 £2760, AS/5/98 £6,137.73 plus interest). The cost of the lay-by was £19,400 (including a contingency of £6,500). Cllr Carver pointed out that the contingency was very high. The next s106 Transport funds will not be available until the development of Applegarth/Oak Tree House is complete and the sixth house is sold. The Chairman reminded Councillors that @£3,000 had been received by the Council from AS/5/98 some years ago for the maintenance of bus shelters but that the money had not been spent (was currently in the council’s  Singer and Friedlander account) and could, therefore, be used to part-fund the layby. Councillors agreed to ask WSCC to look into the legal wording of the s106 agreements to see if the funds can be used for the layby and WSCC to request the funds from HDC for the project and schedule the works. Proposed by Cllr Carver, seconded by Cllr Wood and agreed by all.






KD
C/F
Item 48 S106 Community contributions applications The s106 application for the cctv camera that will be positioned on the church to cover the graveyard, church, frontages of the scout hall, pavilion and youth club was approved by HDC subject to written confirmation being received from the Parish Church and ACCT stating that the camera could be positioned on the Church and linked to ACCT’s cctv system. This was sent to HDC and the Clerk has received confirmation from HDC that the purchase can proceed and the Warden has placed the order. Installation would take place 2/3/4 August.



KD
D
Councillors previously agreed to the following further s106 applications:

Scout Hall windows £1650
Scout Hall toilets £1334
Ashington 1st Responders £500
The Clerk had submitted the applications to HDC but HDC insisted that the Scouts themselves should apply for funds for the Scout Hall windows and toilets. Councillors agreed to the applications being re-submitted by the Scouts and the Clerk to inform HDC that the applications should be increased to take into account VAT.







KD
C/F
The lifting kerbstone has not yet been repaired. County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the kerbstone had been inspected and was not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs would be low priority.

FW
D










To list
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warminghurst Close Play Area. 

Updated Land Registry entries had been received by the Council’s solicitors but they were still trying to sort out the balancing pond as half was still owned by McAlpine Homes. Cllr Norton confirmed that the Persimmons land was the final piece of land awaiting transfer to the Council.



BN
C/F
Handover of the Warminghurst Close Play Area and the northern part of the western tree boundary. The Clerk had arranged a RoSPA check and this would inform Councillors of the works required to the play area. The equipment is rusty and needs sanding down and repainting, the gate and fence are in need of repairs and the wooden roof needs re-varnishing. Cllr Wood has installed the safety signage. The Clerk has advised the Council’s insurers and is waiting for confirmation of the additional premium.
The Clerk & Chairman have added grass cutting (11 times per year) and maintenance of both areas to Andrew Obee’s contract and Andrew Obee confirmed that:

Grass cutting in the play area 11 times per year @£15 per cut

Hedge/foliage cutting in the play area once per year @£35

This would take Andrew Obee’s monthly payment to £359.25 (an increase of £16.67 per month)

The Chairman & Clerk will review the whole contract on the 10th July  in preparation for discussion by the Council.



KD
C/F

Andrew Obee had recommended that the Council add more wood-chip (after weedkiller )to the centre of the top roundabouts to keep the weeds at bay and adding weedkiller spraying to the Council’s existing weedkiller contract first. Agreed by all.







 KD
C/F
Item 78 Speed Indicating Device –the first deployment was 12th June at 8am outside Dachs, Spear Hill, Billingshurst Road. Cllr Norton reported that between 8am and 10am there were a total of 346 vehicles travelled southbound, and a similar number northbound. The majority of vehicles slowed to less than 40mph on seeing the speed sign and the volunteers, however, one vehicle remained at 50mph and 8 were recorded at 41-45mph.

Further deployment sites are: Southbound - Footpath in front ECM, Southside of entrance to Broadbridge Cottages London road. Northbound - Verge northside of the corner with The Close, Verge northside of the entrance to Ashdene Gardens.
We must make regular use of the SID equipment, especially whilst there are only two parishes that have received training.




JB
D
Item 79 Bridleway –Mr and Mrs M Woolley of Church Farm House had confirmed that the southern drive was theirs and was private and that the northern drive was also private and belonged to Church Farm. The Clerk has again written to the tenant farmer at Church Farm about creating an access through the farm but no response had been received. The Chairman had previously contacted Mary Davis who he hoped would make enquiries with the owner of the farm.







KD
C/F










To list
Fence to the south side of the Persimmon Pond it was agreed to repair with 12 metres of Agricultural fencing. The Clerk has met with 3 contractors but has received only one written quote to date




 KD
C/F
The Chairman proposed that those items where no progress had been made since the previous Council meeting were recorded separately from the main agenda in order to prevent discussing agenda items over and over again.. Cllr Woods attempts to obtain a boat for pond clearance would be replaced on this list. Agreed by all – to come into effect at the next meeting.

Item 80 Community Payback scheme – young offenders undertaking supervised community work. The Clerk has asked if help can be given to clear Persimmons and Church Close balancing ponds. No response.
KD
D










To list
Item 83 Footpath on northside of Mill Lane to the Social Club – WSCC (Shirley Stone, Vince Tipper & Mike Horton) to look into the archives and section 38 agreements.







FW
C/F










To list
Item 84 Fairfield Road (Mill Lane end) - full of potholes WSCC (Shirley Stone & Mike Horton) to look into the archives and section 38 agreements.
KW
C/F










To list
Item 87 Defra – Getting to grips with the Clean Neighbourhoods Act – the Clerk has investigated training courses and has recommended that the Council send a delegate to a course specifically aimed at Parish Councils that Defra are currently putting together and not to the more general course highlighted at the last Council meeting. The Council agreed at the last meeting that Cllr Wood could attend a training course and Councillors approved the change in course that he will attend. Dates of courses will be sent to the Clerk. 


KD
C/F 
Item 88 Vacancy on the Council - The Clerk has prepared a new notice and the Chairman advertised in the local newspaper. No applicants.

KD
C/F
Item 89 Posthorses Play Area - damaged sign.  Cllr Wood has installed it. D
Item 90 Roselands, London Road – erection of a short fence on land belonging to WSCC Highways. The Chairman has discovered a plan showing the boundary and the Clerk has emailed it to Shirley Stone. The owner of Roselands has been informed that the land must be returned to highways verge.


D
Item 92 Brian Milton – asking for removal of a Horse Chestnut Tree. Cllr Wood  visited Brian Milton’s property and identified the tree and informed the Council that it was not large enough to warrant trimming and that it was shielded from the property by Mr. Milton’s 8ft high fir hedge and it was far enough away not to cause any damage to his property. He recommended that no action be taken. Agreed by all. Clerk to write to Mr. Milton.



KD
D
Item 93 Fence in Oakwood Copse - the Clerk has written to Taylor Woodrow but has not received a response. The Chairman stated that he had e mailed the owners .The fence had been repaired but a dog owner was seen removing part of it to allow her dog through. Cllr Carver pointed out that the fence was erected in the wrong place and had effectively reduced the width of the existing footpath.










KD
D
Item 94 Posthorses pond - A resident who lives next to the pond in Posthorses was concerned that the fence around the pond was damaged and could be a danger to children and had asked if the overgrowing greenery was ever cut down or tended to as it was very overgrown and unsightly. Cllr Wood reported that he had repaired the fence and that he had contacted the pond warden to ask about borrowing chest waders so that pond clearance could be carried out at a future date









KW
C/F
Items awaiting completion (no Parish Council action required):
Item 67 Decriminalization of parking –The bus bay will be marked out in yellow paint and a parking restriction sign erected.



KD / CF










To list
Item 91 Timberlea Close road surface - is on the forward programme for surface dressing.







KD to list
5. CORRESPONDENCE
1. WSCC re Meeting of South Horsham County Local Committee 17th July 2006 – A24 noise and London waste & landfill sites added to the agenda. Cllr Hayler to attend
4. WSCC – tourist signs for the Mill House Hotel. New brown tourist signs to be installed opposite the slip road at the south of the village and at the fork in the road between Mill Lane and Fairfield Road.
7 WSCC Road Safety self help pack (to Ashington C of E school)

8. HDC Development Control report included: dismissal of appeal DC/05/1881 land to the rear of 10 Timberlea Close, enforcement action at Hole Street Fisheries and enforcement action at GRS Engineering
11. Andrew Obee (see Item 44)

15. WSCC – South Horsham Area Transport Plan Review. Cllr Carver to read.
16. LanGuard Ltd – the second application of weedkiller has taken place
23. AiRS – ChangeUp West Sussex. Clerk to circulate to Youth Club, Scouts, First Responders







KD
D
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

A member of the public reported that he had seen a 14year old purchasing alcohol at the Co-op. The serving assistant was also underage. The Chairman reported that Sussex Police were targeting sales of alcohol to underage drinkers and that the Manager of the Co-op had been warned a number of times.
The Neighbourhood Warden reported that the Co-op had appointed a duty officer to control the sale of alcohol and it is hoped that sales to underage drinkers will reduce. However, the Warden emphasized that members of the public must report incidents to them or to the Police otherwise no action could be taken. The Wardens had caught youngsters on the Recreation Ground with alcohol and that the police had confiscated the alcohol, made a number of arrests and issued on the spot fines.
The Warden reported low levels of anti-social behaviour this month including an incident of graffiti for which they were aware of a suspect and some minor property damage, disorderly behaviour and late night noise. If reported the Wardens would visit a property to ask the owners to turn down the noise and emphasized that when the Wardens were off duty then incidents should be reported to the Police.

The Warden confirmed that the new 3600 tilt & pan cctv camera would be installed on the church in early august (position to be decided at the time of installation, bearing in mind that it is a grade 2 listed building).

Funding for the half pipe extension to the skatepark had been approved and works would commence in early August.

Darryn introduced the new Warden Mark Williams who was working on a trial basis with a view to possibly being made permanent. He has many years experience with the Australian Police and is a qualified Karate instructor. Councillors welcomed him to the village.

The Council thanked Cllr Wood and Darryn Moulding for clearing up the graffiti recently.

Cllr Clark informed the Council that ACCT had agreed to block the short alleyway between the old hall and pavilion as this was where youths congregated out of sight of the cameras.

County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that WSCC Trading Standards could assist in dealing with sales of alcohol to underage drinkers. Clerk to contact WSCC Trading Standards.






KD
D
7.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee of 21st June was cancelled as there were no planning applications.
Correspondence

HDC – section 106 agreement for DC/05/2400 Posthorses, London Road (planning application has yet to be formally notified to the Parish Council) – states that Community Facilities Contribution of £3,150 and Transport Infrastructure Contribution of £1,950 have been received by HDC. It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange a meeting with village groups/organizations to see if any required funds for projects.





KD
C/F
DC/05/1340 Land adjacent to Four Acres, Rectory Lane – additional plan showing sight lines
HDC – Notice of Planning Appeal against refusal to grant planning permission for DC/05/1730 (Erection of 4 dwellings) and DC/05/1731 (Erection of 3 dwellings) at The Lawns, London Road.

Pre-plans for the redevelopment of Flowepots, London Road were discussed. The Developer was in attendance and the Chairman invited him to say a few brief words. The plans were for 6 luxury flats and 8 parking spaces. The Chairman informed the Council that previous plans had been discussed in May and that councillors were concerned at the lack of parking provision. The Developer informed the Council that he had submitted a formal planning application to HDC. Councillors agreed to discuss the application when it arrived at the Council.
Amendments

None
Applications
DC/06/1603 Two Hoots London Road Conservatory to the side elevation. The Council had no objections.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/06/0927 Staddlestones Billingshurst Road – erection of attached garage
DC/06/0987 Tollgate Cottage, London Road – conservatory, front and side canopy and conversion of 2 single garage doors to 1 double garage door

DC/06/0900 19 Turnpike Way – single storey front extension incorporating porch

Refusals

None
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 19th July 2006.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

The Finance Committee met on 5th July and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes of the meeting. Councillors are asked to approve the annual return and accounts. The Clerk has arranged for the Internal Auditor to inspect the accounts on 10th July.
Cllr Norton proposed that the Chairman be allowed to sign the accounts once the Internal Auditor had clarified the position with regard to depreciation and PWL capital payments as highlighted in the Finance Committee minutes of 5th July 2006. Agreed by all.

KD
CF
Current account signatories –Cllr Hayler, Cllr Phillips & Cllr Gilbert have all been given the appropriate bank forms and need to complete them and present them at a Lloyds TSB branch together with 2 forms of identification.
KD
C/F
Inland Revenue – have cancelled the penalty of £100 after the Clerk had lodged a written appeal.







KD
D
Request from Ashington CofE School for a grant/sponsorship towards the cost of fireworks at their fundraising event on 5th November 2006. They are aiming to raise the £1000 cost of the fireworks and all proceeds from the event will be used to pay for the construction of a ‘wildlife area’ in the school grounds. Cllr Wood visited the school to enquire about the proposed wildlife area and was a little concerned that the school was unaware that the Council had a Tree Warden and a Pond Warden who could give advice. Cllr Clark informed the Council that he had attended a number of school meetings when this issue was discussed and reassured the Council that the school was constrained in the development by guidelines laid out in the National Curriculum with regard to depth, planting, health & safety. The school could not rely on studying wildlife in other ponds in the village because these were not specifically designed and stocked to meet National Curriculum guidelines. Councillors agreed to consider awarding a grant to the school to help with the cost of the wildlife area but not to help fund the fireworks display. 







KD
D
Cllr Clark left the room.

Application from Ashington Carnival Committee for a grant of £300 towards bands for the Carnival procession.The Chairman asked the representative from the Carnival committee if he could provide a simpler set of accounts in the future. Councillors agreed to the grant of £300 (s137 expenditure).

KD
D
Cllr Clark returned.

Letters from Impact Council Accounts informing us that the owner of the software company died suddenly and that his family has reluctantly decided to close the business – there will be no software support or updates available. The Clerk reports that this is not a problem at present and that the software is currently trouble free. The Clerk was asked to research other finance software.
The Chairman informed councilors that Mr. Flynn was due to cut the roundabouts on 7th July.
Income 

Kite & Thomas






£1840
(rent & roundabout sponsorship)
Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£15.00
539

(meeting 6th July and Finance meeting 5th July)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£342.58
540
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

541
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Stamps




£20.94



Play area signs (inc VAT)


£58.75



Stationery (inc VAT)



£9.95




Total





£613.61
542
HDC – dog bin emptying





£83.20
543
Inland Revenue – tax & NI





£111.81
544
Public Works Loan






£3110.13
BACS
Kestrel Alarms (cctv camera, inc VAT)



£3063.75
545
The Sign Shop (memorial for Granny Harris)


£23.50
546

Ashington Carnival (see above)




£300

547

The Clerk requests that a transfer of £26,000 be made from the current to the deposit account. Agreed by all.
The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Brennan, seconded by Cllr Clark. Agreed by all present.
9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
Cllr Gilbert asked the Chairman to clarify who was responsible for tending to the landscaping at the front & side of the shopping area. The Chairman informed him that there was a new landscape gardener for the shopping area and that should Cllr Gilbert see him at work he could remind him to cut the grassed area at the side of the shops.
10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
Several councillors had attended the Finance Committee of 5th July.

Cllr Hayler had attended a s106 training workshop, the AGM of ACCT and a Community Safety workshop and will be attending HALC on 13th July.

11. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Wood reported that he had purchased a commemorative sign to be placed on a tree in memorium for Granny Harris. The Council had previously agreed to purchase a tree but had discovered that a tree had been purchased by a third party. Councillors agreed that this was a suitable alternative and agreed to £23.50 being spent from s137 expenditure and that the benefit was commensurate with the expenditure.

Cllr Gilbert asked the Chairman about damage to a manhole cover at the entrance to the shop car park. The Chairman informed him that he had reported the problem to Clokes Management a number of times and had been told that repairs were in hand.





JB C/F To list
Cllr Hayler asked the Council who was responsible for maintenance of the Millennium Garden. She was informed that it was ACCT’s responsibility. Cllr Clark informed the Council that a therapy group would undertake maintenance in the garden from time to time.

The meeting finished at 8.45pm

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 3rd August 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road. 

Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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