
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), J. Gilbert, K. Wood, K.Hayler, N. Carver

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

4 members of the public present 

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson

Neighbourhood Warden – Darryn Moulding           

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs J. Prichard (work), N. Phillips (meeting), J. Stillwell (personal), N. Clark (meeting), R. Brennan, County Councillor Frank Wilkinson (wedding anniversary)
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Hayler –personal, prejudicial regarding the planning application for Hoots House 

3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd March 2006 and the amendment to the minutes of 2nd February 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Wood and seconded by Councillor Hayler, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 29 & 48
Shopping area – 

WSCC are looking into the legal aspects of the s106 Transport Contributions to make sure that the layby works are a suitable use of the funds. If this is the case then the Chairman, County Councillor and Parish Clerk will meet with representatives from HDC (Hilary Conlon) to gain commitment that the Transport Contributions from DC/04/0463 (£16,050 for transport infrastructure projects) can be used by WSCC for the layby. 




FW/KD
C/F
The Chairman and Clerk met with representatives from the Youth Club, Community Centre and Scouts to discuss projects that may be suitable for s106 Community Facilities applications. A copy of the minutes of the meeting has been circulated to councillors. The Chairman confirmed that he had secured £2000 from HDC’s Emergency Planning budget that should be used to partly fund a cctv camera to cover the graveyard, church, scout hall, pavilion and youth club. A s106 application should be made to secure the additional funds required (@£3100). Other s106 applications would include a metal gate/shutter for the porch area of the scout hall, new windows and toilets for the scout hall, and a new fence/hedge around the scout hall at the junction of Church Lane & Foster Lane .An automated access system for the Community Centre (if they were not successful with other grant applications) and heating for the Youth Club. The latter two would rely on the “Community Facilities“ contribution of  DC/05/0463 

(the demolition of Applegarth and Oaktree Cottage Billingshurst Road) being completed. Councillors agreed that quotes for the works to be in the name of Ashington Parish Council and given to the Clerk who would prepare and submit the s106 applications, starting with the application for the cctv camera by the deadline of  3rd May 2006.






KD
C/F
Clokes Management had sent a plan of the Estate (shopping area) and the Clerk had marked it with the position of the proposed northern footpath that the Council wants to have constructed. Clokes Management proposed that the footpath be re-located slightly so that it ‘encompasses less of the end parking bay’. This would involve removal of a small shrub and significantly narrowing the pathway (Correspondence 32). To be completed when s106 funds for the layby have been secured.








KD
C/F
The Chairman proposed that the Council apply to WSCC for waiting restrictions to be applied to the new lay-by, thus preventing long stay parking by commuters, residents or people selling cars on the highway. Once the works had been scheduled the Clerk should contact Mike Horton at Highways.
KD
D
The Co-op has offered a financial contribution of £5000 to the cost of the lay-by construction. They are prepared to contribute in advance of the works upon production of a letter on headed paper. However, the Clerk advises that the Council needs to be sure that the layby construction is possible using s106 transport contributions before requesting the money (Correspondence 13).











KD
 C/F

The village questionnaire has been circulated and @100 responses had been received to date. The deadline for responses is 28th April after which the responses will be analysed and presented to the Council (June).KD/KH
C/F
The lifting kerbstone has not yet been repaired. County Councillor Wilkinson will be asked to enquire of Shirley Stone WSCC Highways as to the date of repair. No progress on this issue.






FW
C/F
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warmingshurst Close Play Area. 

Transfer documents for all of the George Wimpey land had been signed and witnessed and the transfers were still waiting for the final details to be completed. There had been a number of minor complications with the other transfers involving slight boundary changes and part of the balance pond was registered  in the name of McAlpine Homes and not Persimmon Homes, but Cllr Norton volunteered to meet with the solicitors to sort these out.

BN
C/F
Item 61 Registration of the land on London Road (rented by Ashington Autos). Land Registry were required to carry out a survey of the site at a cost of £40. This had been completed and the Title registered (WSX 295533)
BN
D
Item 63 Duckweed in the balancing pond to the rear of Church Close. Councillor Wood to arrange a suitable boat, Clerk to check with Council’s insurers. 











KW
C/F
Item 65 Milestone Plaque –The brass plaque has been returned, WSCC cannot install it as the ‘job is now closed’ (Correspondence 1). Cllr Gilbert agreed to install the sign.







KD
C/F 
Item 67 Decriminalization of parking –District Councillor Jenkins will tour the village with a qualified highway engineer to deal with the problems of on street parking not yet identified under the new system LAPE which came in to force on the 23 Jan. It was agreed that Mike Horton be contacted and asked to visit Ashington to discuss the problems.




KD
C/F
Item 71 Cllr Prichard reported that the width restriction sign outside the Harris fair property was damaged. WSCC informed us that a new sign will be installed in the new financial year (Correspondence 1). 




JB
D
Item 72 Cllr Wood reported that a number of drain covers on the east side nature trail were lifting and posed a trip hazard. Southern Water has inspected and claim that the drain covers are raised because of erosion to the footpath and not because of faults with the installation of the drain covers (Correspondence 5).










KD
D
Item 75 Bridge Garage washing cars on the forecourt – the Enforcement Officer has visited the premises and spoken to the Manager. The Manager has no control over visitors to the garage parking on the highway but has removed the vehicles for sale from the highway. There is a designated wash bay with drainage and interceptor installed
(this has been verified by the Environment Agency) but no car washing should be carried out due to the hosepipe ban.

KD
D
Item 76 The pothole in Hillcrest drive outside the Care Homes had been repaired by WSCC








KD
D
Item 77 Summer Flower containers cancelled this year due to water shortage. Mayfield Nursery and Mr Flynn have been advised. Mayfield Nursery advised the Chairman that most other villages have cancelled. As they had not yet started to plant and in view of the powers being sought by Southern Water to severely restrict use, the Chairman thinks that we would have been criticised heavily for using water when other users are prevented through various restrictions imposed.









D
Item 78 Speed Indicating Device – the Chairman has requested that this device be made available to Ashington for deployment on Billingshurst Road, London Road and Hole Street and has provided a list of volunteers (Correspondence 47).
 The Chairman had been informed that a safe place for the erection of the sign had been designated on Billingshurst Road but had no details of the exact spot. Fluorescent jackets would arrive shortly and the Chairman would be informed of a deployment date.







JB
C/F
Item 79 Bridleway – The Chairman and Cllr Carver met with Mary Davis re: identifying a bridleway to Muttons Copse and Malthouse Lane. There are two driveways to Church Farm House and Church Farm. The northern concrete drive is marked with a sign at the gate "Vehicle Access for house and farm only. Footpath access. No horses". It is believed that this sign should be on the southern driveway which has three gates, and that this was constructed when the Rydon Homes were built. Clerk to write to Mr and Mrs M Woolley, Church Farm House Church Lane Ashington RH20 3JX and to the tenant farmer Robin Duke, c/o Gatleys Barns Farm Lane Sullington asking if he will permit horse riders to use the northern concrete drive and if possible access the track via the farm (but not the use of the farm) provided that the gate is closed after exit / entrance on all occasions. No responses had been received.



KD
C/F
If the Council can get this matter clear, then it could seek to use the northern drive and seek to create a "permissive route" around the north side of the farm from the end of the church wall. The route would need clearing but could be done by horse riders.
Fence to the south side of the Persimmon Pond it was agreed to repair with 20 yards of Agricultural fencing. Clerk to obtain 3 estimates

KD
C/F
5. CORRESPONDENCE

1. Emails from Shirley Stone WSCC Highways
4. Calor Village of the Year entry forms, since the village was taking part in the 10th anniversary competition this year it was agreed by all not to enter the Village of the Year Competition 2006.
5. Southern Water – drain covers

10. Washington PC – Thank You email to people who attended the Rock Common Landfill exhibition
11. WSCC – Avian Flu information

12. St Peter & St Paul’s Church – Thank You letter re: donation to Flower Festival

13. Co-op donation towards layby

15. West Sussex Sustainability forum – Life in West Sussex

16. WSCC – 10% challenge to reduce energy consumption
17. West Sussex Tree Wardens – Fitting it All Together, given to Cllr Wood
18. DEFRA re: Parish Action Plan grants, the Council had applied for a grant, but were unsuccessful. HDC have confirmed that they will fund the cost of printing the Parish Plan
23. HDC – Development Control Report included information about enforcement action at Hole St. Fisheries, enforcement at Unit 1 Wiston Business Park and refusals of planning permission for 24 units at Applegarth/Oaktree house and the pharmacy at Dongara London Road.
30. Languard re:weedkilling – confirmation that the east side nature trail and the footpath from the Rectory to the rear of Church Close will be treated 3 times in 2006.

32. Clokes Management re: footpath at shops (see Item 29) to be included as part of the s106 application for the layby
35. Invitation for the Chairman to have lunch with Chairman of West Sussex County Council on the 19th May 2006 in Chichester. Cllr Carver asked the Chairman to bring to the attention that maintenance of roads was not keeping pace with the wear and tear and road surfaces were therefore deteriorating.
37. West Sussex Minerals and Waste Development Framework Clerk to supply contact name and details






KD
D
38. Just Bin It 2006 given to Cllr Wood
45. Community Payback scheme information – young offenders undertaking supervised community work. Clerk to ask if help can be given to clear Persimmons and Church Close balancing ponds


KD
C/F
46. HDC – award of Community Grants, the Chairman had circulated this email to groups/organizations in the village as none of the grants awarded were to Ashington
47. Neighbourhood Specialist Constable – Speed Indicating Device deployment

48. Paul Templeman re possible purchase of land to the west of Church Close from the PC. Clerk to respond that the land has a covenant stating that it can only be used for public open space





KD
D
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

One member of the public reported that local youths had been congregating at the seat beside the telephone box on London Road and asked if the seat could be removed. The Chairman was aware of this problem and had asked the Warden to deal with the issue and that removal of the seat would not solve the problem as the youths would find another place to congregate.
The Neighbourhood Warden reported that:

1/  there had been a small rise in anti social behaviour concerning two groups of youths aged between 13-17,between them they have been responsible for damage to the village, cars, hedges and street signs.

2/ two youths currently face an acceptable behaviour contract for their part in the damage and the younger ones who have been responsible will have had parental visits. Two youths had been served with ‘an intention to apply for an Acceptable Behaviour Contract’. The Police had sufficient evidence to charge one youth for criminal damage and he had been cautioned and fined.
3/Kevin Parker is no longer a warden and has left with immediate effect although there was a little hope that he may resume the post. The Chairman has seriously questioned HDC over its recruitment and selection process
4/picnic benches for use in the skate park have been donated to the school.

5/two youths have received a section 59 for anti social use of a motor vehicle (moped), if caught again the mopeds would be seized.
6/presentation for the new ramp to go in the existing skate park was proposed at tonights meeting of the ACCT, and agreed but with a couple of safety concerns raised. The funding process will go ahead and it is hoped to have the new ramp by the summer holidays.

7/ part funding has been cleared to get installed a new pan and tilt camera in the village but two further quotes were needed for a s106 application for the remainder of the funds.
Darryn briefly touched on some new National guidelines for Wardens that, if implemented, would result in a much reduced service to the Parish Council. The Chairman has challenged Greg Charman (HDC) over these changes as the level of service provided would not be what the Council was paying for nor had signed up to when taking on the Wardens. Chairman to keep the Council informed.











JB
C/F

The Chairman reported to the Council that the Neighbourhood Warden received very little help from the Police. Part of the reason was the overwhelming success of the Warden scheme whereby the Police felt that Ashington does not need the same level of Police cover as other villages. The Police were not directing their patrols to Ashington at peak times. Part of the reason for the lack of Police support may be because residents are not calling the Police when they see suspicious activity, preferring to call the Warden who deals with the issue promptly. In this way incidents are therefore not reported to the Police and the statistics show Ashington as being a very peaceful area. The Chairman confirmed that every village Newsletter encourages residents to phone the Police if they see suspicious activity. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Inspector Wyeth to say how concerned the Council are at the lack of support from the Police to our Wardens.






KD
C/F
7.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 15th and 22nd March and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes of the meetings.

Correspondence

None
Amendments

None
Applications 

DC/06/0639 1 illuminated free standing sign Red Lion London Road Ashington
The Parish Council had no objections.
DC/06/0744 Renewal of unimplemented planning application AS/19/01 for single and 2-storey extensions The Lawns Bungalow London Road Ashington
The Parish Council noted that the plans submitted closely resembled those from AS/12/03 and not AS/19/01 and were confused that a ‘renewal’ application had been submitted. The Parish Council object to the application on the grounds of:
1. not in keeping with the local area

2. overdevelopment of the site

3. as the highest point in the village the property would be too prominent

DC/06/0747 Retention of 1 freestanding sign and 3 fascia signs Unit 1 Wiston Business Park London Road Ashington
The Parish Council had no objections.

DC/06/0795  Swan Cottage London Road..Extension to side and detached garage
The Parish Council had no objections.

DC/06/0374 Hoots House, London Road – demolition of existing property and erection of 11 houses
The Parish Council note the District Council’s comments from DC/05/1784 stating that ‘there is no overriding need at present to release further land for development’. The Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds that:
1. poor design and layout

2. overdevelopment of the site

3. removal of the existing building would result in a loss of a building of historical character
4. traffic entry/exit from the site would be difficult due to the proximity of the mini roundabout

5. the proposed buildings are unsuitable for the village setting

Horsham District Council

Approvals 

DC/05/3026 Listed Building consent Roof repairs /replacement Red Lion London Road
DC/06/0325  Approval Erection of attached single garage 26 Warminghurst Close
DC/06/0235 Dormer window, 8 Church Close, Ashington

DC/05/2548 Surgery to beech tree hedge (reduction to 4m), 29 Rectory Close, Ashington
Refusals

DC/06/0152 2 storey side and single storey rear extensions, 4 Fairfield Road, Ashington
DC/05/3073 Dongara London Road Ashington Change of use of part of ground floor to pharmacy and gable ends to roof with dormer windows

DC/06/0139 Applegarth Billingshurst Road Ashington Demolition of Applegarth and Oaktree Cottage and erection of 3 x 3 bed terraced houses, 4 x 5 bed detached houses and erection of flats

Withdrawals

DC/05/1211 18 Hillcrest Drive
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 19th April 2006.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

HDC – cost of Neighbourhood Wardens Oct 05 to March 06 is £17492 and not £22250 as previously notified (due to being short of a Warden). Cost 06/07 will be no more than £49554 (included in budget).

BCM photocopiers –the new contract had been signed (£45 + Vat per quarter).










KD     D
Current account signatories – as agreed on 5th January 2006 Cllrs Phillips and Clark to be added. As Cllr Clark has had the paperwork for 3 months without progress and Cllr Phillips was often difficult to contact it was agreed by all to change the signatories to Cllr Hayler & Cllr Gilbert


KD    C/F
Steyning Area minibus – request for a donation. There was some confusion as to whether this was actually a request for a donation. Clerk to contact to ask for clarification and a copy of the accounts.




KD
C/F
There was a request from Ashington 1st Responders for a grant to enable the purchase of a public access defibrillator following a short demonstration. The Red Lion were helping with fundraising and had raised £350 to date. The total cost was £1660 inc VAT. The defibrillator would be positioned in the Red Lion as staff were available from 7am until midnight each day, eight staff would be trained on its use and Sussex Ambulance would be informed and provided with a contact telephone number. The First Responders have made grant applications to other bodies and were waiting to hear. A public access defibrillator would make Ashington a Gold Scheme and would greatly assist Sussex Ambulance Service who struggle to achieve required response times to rural areas. The Chairman proposed that the Council reallocate part of the Flower Container budget to provide a grant to the First Responders. Cllr Norton proposed that initially £600 be offered and then perhaps further funds if other grant applications were unsuccessful and that the defibrillator be ordered in the name of Ashington Parish Council. Agreed by all.
Contract Reviews:

The Council reviewed the contract payments of Mrs F Wood Litter Warden. The Chairman proposed an increase from £257.50 to £265 per month. Proposed by Cllr Norton, seconded by Cllr Carver and agreed by all.
The Council reviewed the salary and hours worked of Karen Dare Parish Clerk currently SCP 23 (£9.589 per hour or £5,983.54 per annum, 12 hours per week). The Chairman proposed an increase to SCP24 (£10.195 per hour or £6361.68 per annum, 12 hours per week). Agreed by all.
Income 

Ashington Players – photocopier usage



£1.96
Ashington Methodist Church – photocopier usage

£16.76

Kite & Thomas rental & sponsorship



£1840

VAT refund







£524.42

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£20.00
513
(meeting 6th April 2006 & planning meetings 15th & 22nd March 2006)


Donation towards space for photocopier & 4 drawer cabinet at the Methodist Church (annual)






£80.00
513

Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£332.60
514
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £257.50
515
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£479.63




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Stamps & envelopes


£7.85



Total





£504.48
516
Parish Plan Questionnaire distribution



£20

517
(paid to ACCT by John Berry)

ACCT coloured paper for questionnaire



£11.72
518
SALC annual subscription inc VAT



£401.64
519
HDC speed indicator device




£100

520
HDC dog bin emptying





£83.20
521
Inland Revenue tax & NI





£91.84
522
HDC cost of Neighbourhood Wardens



£17492
523

Bank transfer of £17000 from Deposit to current account as the Wardens invoice needs to be paid before the precept is paid to the Council on 23rd April.
The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Norton, seconded by Cllr Carver. Agreed by all present.

9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. The Chairman reported that the roads were swept on 28th March, although Rectory Lane was missed out and he has reported this to HDC.
10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
Cllr Wood attended a meeting on 18th March as Tree Warden entitled Trees and the Law

Cllr Hayler attended HALC and HDCRP meetings and has circulated her reports.

11. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Wood informed the Council about information he had relating to the footpath on Mill Lane outside the Social Club. Cllr Wilkinson will chase Vince Tipper from WSCC on the ownership of the footpath.



FW
C/F
Cllr Wood reported that Fairfield Road (Mill Lane end) was full of potholes and that as it was owned by WSCC should be repaired. Cllr Wood to contact Shirley Stone (WSCC)






KW
C/F
Cllr Hayler asked if she could present the results from the Village Survey at the Council meeting in June. The Chairman advised her that he was planning to present them publicly at the Residents Association meeting in July. The number of responses was relatively low (@100) compared to the number distributed but it was felt that if people were happy then they would not necessarily complete a questionnaire so a low response rate was not necessarily a bad thing. He expressed slight concern that some questionnaires may not have been completed correctly due to  slight confusion between the numbering of ‘most important’ and ‘least important’ being different in Question 1 and Questions 2-11. It was obvious that a small number of residents had not realised that the numbering system was opposite in questions 2-11 to question 1. The Clerk and Cllr Hayler had planned a meeting with Beverley Turner (HDC) in early May to go through the results before any presentations. The Chairman stated that the Council must take into account the views of residents but adopt a practical approach, for example, most residents may state that they would like Christmas lights but enquiries had been made before and residents would not want them if they knew that the cost was at least £15000. The Chairman asked that he see all of the results before any publication so that they were presented in the correct format.







KH
C/F
The meeting finished at 9.00pm 

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 4th May 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road. 

Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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