
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N Clark, J. Gilbert, R. Brennan, K. Wood, K.Hayler, J. Prichard, N. Phillips, J. Stillwell

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

1 member of the public present 

Neighbourhood Warden – Damian Hurley           

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr N. Carver (medical reasons), County Councillor Frank Wilkinson (wedding anniversary)
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Clark (Youth Club) – the budget for 2006/2007 includes a possible grant to the Youth Club 

3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st December 2005 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Wood and seconded by Councillor Clark, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 29 & 48
Shopping area – 

WSCC Highways had provided plans and costings for a lay-by on London Road (Correspondence item 27). The quote was for reduction to the traffic island, creation of the lay-by, verges and a footpath from the lay-by to the shopping area - £19,400. In totalling up the section 106 monies recorded, the Chairman stated that the total came to £18,960. However he said that he felt that HDC had probably not recorded  £7,260 against planning application DC/05/0009 the demolition of 2 The Bungalows, Rectory Lane which would make a large difference. He requested that the Clerk arrange a meeting with District Councillor David Jenkins, Hilary Conlon and Beverley Turner HDC to ascertain exactly the amount in Ashington’s section 106 account.



KD  C/F
The Chairman stated that he has asked WSCC to enter this project into the ‘blue book’ as this is essential in order to qualify for s106 funding.


HDC have issued new procedures for distributing s106 monies – the Clerk has again written to HDC asking for application forms and an indication of the monies available to Ashington.

The Chairman and Clerk had begun preparing a new Parish Action Plan based on the ‘rolling list’ that the Council uses and input from other residents. A Parish Action Plan is essential in order to qualify for s106 funding. Once the draft plan is ready it will be circulated to Councillors for comments.

KD/JB
C/F
The Chairman has received an e mail  from the Co-op stating that they will consider offering a financial contribution to the cost of the lay-by construction depending on the costs and proposed plans. Clerk to send a copy of the plans to the Co-op.







KD/FW/JB
 C/F

No response had been received from either the Co-op or Royal Mail about relocating the cycle rack and post box. County Councillor Wilkinson would pursue.








FW       C/F
The lifting kerbstone has not yet been repaired. County Councillor Wilkinson will be asked to enquire of Shirley Stone WSCC Highways as to the date of repair.










FW
C/F
The Clerk has written to the owner of the BT land adjacent to the shop to find out more information about the possibility of a lease/licence to use the front of the land for a new access point to the shop car park. Correspondence item 25 shows that BT do not wish to allow access to the shops across their frontage. KD
D
County Councillor Wilkinson had informed the Chairman that adoption of Turnpike Way is imminent – the final items (street light painting  and electrical repairs) were awaiting completion . Councillor Phillips said that WSCC should use the developers bond, but Councillor Gilbert stated that the street lights had been painted recently.






FW
C/F                                              

Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warmingshurst Close Play Area. 

Cllr Norton had informed the Chairman that the handover of Warminghurst Close Play Area and the northern end of the western tree boundary was imminent and transfer documents for all of the George Wimpey land have been signed and witnessed. The Parish Council’s solicitors were dealing with the other transfers










BN
C/F
Item 34.Posthorses Play Area: The Chairman stated that A. Obee had repaired the ‘trip points’ in the play area with turf.  Cllr Wood had received notification from the swing manufacturer that the RoSPA recommendation for extra padding was not necessary on the 2.7m single point swing. The manufacturers had attended and made some adjustments– Clerk to write to RoSPA. Some remedial work had been done to other equipment and Cllr Wood would be fitting the final parts under some swing seats.






KD/NC/KW    C/F
Item 35.Naming of Linfield Lane. Andy Flack at HDC has written to the properties that would be affected by the new street name (Hughes Pumps, Rupert Toovey, 1 & 2 Wiston Bungalows) advising them of the proposal and asking for comments. There has been no further progress on this issue.










KD
C/F                                                                                                                       

Item 54 Memorial for "Granny Harris" – Robert Harris will contact the Clerk once the busy season is over






KD    C/F

Item 58 Litter bin to be placed outside the Youth Club
- The Clerk contacted HDC who advised that the litter bin in Willard Way could be moved to the Youth Club However it could not be moved as it was held in place by a deep spike. The Chairman had asked HDC for a new litter bin for the Youth Club.
KD
C/F
Item 61 Registration of the land on London Road (rented by Ashington Autos). Cllr Norton has prepared the application and will send it together with a cheque for £110 (see Finance)






BN
C/F
Item 63 Duckweed in the balancing pond to the rear of Church Close. The Pond Warden had advised that the best solution was to ‘skim’ the pond with a rake or net to remove the surface duckweed as treatment with chemicals would likely upset the pond ecosystem. Cllr Wood informed the Council that he had a friend who owned a boat and would possibly lend it to the Council. Councillors agreed that if the boat could be borrowed then Cllrs Wood and Carver would undertake the skimming of weed on the pond to the rear of Church Close and the Persimmon pond (subject to approval from the Council’s Insurers).
Councillor Wood stated that he was still trying to make contact with his friend KW
C/F
Item 64 Spring Bulbs – received from HDC - 1 bag Daffodils (approx 450) and approx 500 crocus and given to ACCT




KD
D
Item 65 Milestone Plaque – Shirley Stone (WSCC Highways) will retrieve the scratched plaque from Edburtons and deliver it to the Clerk in order that an estimate for a new plaque could be obtained. Old plaque still awaited.


            







KD
C/F  
Item 66 Foster Lane Sign – Cllr Wood had purchased the materials and had cemented the sign in place






KW
D
Item 67 Decriminalization of parking – the Clerk had written to Mike Horton WSCC Highways and provided a list of parking ‘hot-spots’ in preparation for a visit from Mike Horton to discuss the problems. In the meantime District Councillor Jenkins has responded "I am hoping that Robert Skeet who is a qualified highway engineer will be returning to HDC on contract to deal with the problems of on street parking not yet identified under the new system LAPE which will come in on the 23 Jan next year. Hopefully early in his program we will join you in a walk about in Ashington to identify areas of concern to you. I will contact you at the earliest opportunities so that we can get together."










KD
C/F
Item 68 New Glass recycling bins – the Clerk has written to HDC pointing out that it was possible to reach into the new glass recycling bins and remove bottles. No response has been received. The Chairman reported that this had happened in Storrington.







KD   C/F
Item 69 Road sweeping - Councillors had expressed concern that the road sweeper rarely visited Ashington and certainly not every 60 days as per the HDC rota. Lyndon Johnson HDC replied that ‘Ashington is eighteen sweeping days away on the schedule. At present the schedule is suspended due to leaf clearing. It is anticipated that we will be back on scheduled work around the new year therefore Ashington should be done at the end of January / beginning of February.








KD     C/F
Item 70 HDC – Licensed premises in Ashington – the Clerk has written to HDC about the Social Club not being included in the list of Licensed Premises in Ashington. No response has been received.



KD   C/F
5. CORRESPONDENCE

3. The Rector would like to invite all members of the Parish Council and the Parish Clerk to dinner with himself and the PCC at The Rectory at 7.45pm Thursday 26th January 2006. Councillors were requested to advise the Chairman if they were able to attend. Clerk to respond with a list of attendees (Carver, Wood, Gilbert, Norton, Berry, Stillwell, Wilkinson, and possibly Clark)




KD
D
           5    Rospa Inspection calendar for 2006 noted
7. WSCC Community safety -Making West Sussex Safer
8. WSCC Private Fostering Campaign given to Cllr Stillwell
14. HM Customs & Revenue – online filing tax free payments. The Clerk confirmed that payment had been received for 2005/2006 see Finance
20. WSCC County Local Committee meeting 23 Jan 2006 – the Chairman would ask County Councillor Wilkinson if he is attending.
21. HDC Development Control meeting 20th December 2005 – included Enforcement Notices for Hole St. Fisheries and Unit 1 Wiston Business Park (now resolved with a planning application)
25. BT – no access through the telephone exchange (see Item 29)
27. WSCC Highways estimate for lay by east side of London Road inc desired footpath from the new lay by to the northwest corner of the shop area car park (see Item 29)
31. WSCC – prohibition of driving, land in front of Thistledown, Billingshurst Road
34. Insurance Policy renewal documentation (see Finance section)
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNEMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

Damian Hurley reported that the Wardens had been working with: the elderly and vulnerable; the Away from Home scheme which was proving popular; the Smart Water project. There had been some minor vandalism and graffiti to the church and scout hall over the xmas period, however, it had been probably the quietest xmas period for a number of years. The Wardens had the names of possible suspects relating to the damage.
Damian confirmed that his last day of work would be Friday 13th January and that Darryn Moulding would work extra shifts to cover until the new Warden started work. The Chairman and Councillors thanked Damian for all of his hard work over the years.
The Chairman stated  that he hoped that Paul Thayre would be returning to Ashington as Neighbourhood Warden.

The Chairman informed councillors that he had asked HDC if the mobile cctv camera could be installed on the church spire in an attempt to catch the perpetrators of vandalism and graffiti to the church and scout hall. 
7.
PLANNING.

Correspondence

In view of the 21 day time limit to respond to planning application, the Chairman proposed that Ashington Parish Council agree to the formation of a planning committee, to meet at least once between parish council meetings and give their responses on behalf of the full parish council which will be reported at the full meeting. Councillors were asked to state if they wished to be part of the planning committee. Cllrs Berry, Norton, Carver, Wood and Phillips volunteered. The meetings would take place on Wednesdays at 7pm, two weeks after each full council meeting in order to deal with applications whose deadline falls before the next full council meeting. A calendar of dates for meetings was given to those councilors involved. Other applications would be dealt with at full Council meetings. Clerk to arrange a venue (Methodist Church), display appropriate notices for the public, inform Councillors of the applications prior to the meetings and take minutes of the meetings. Agreed by all.
Notice of appeal DC/05/2234 Change of use from residential to chemist/pharmacy, Dongara, London Road
Amendments

None

Applications 

DC/05/2872 Chanctonbury House Rectory Lane.. removal of agricultural condition- condition 2 application Ref AS/27/81. In view of the deadline for comments members of the Finance Committee discussed the application and responded: The Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds that the agricultural occupancy condition was originally imposed on the grounds that the premises were on the site of a working Nursery. The Nursery is still in operation and therefore there is a need for staff premises. If the condition is removed then we may see a further planning application for the property possibly for staff premises with fewer planning conditions or for general residential use. HDC have written Policies for this type of application and will rule according to the Policy
DC/05/2892 Flowerpots and Brookside London Road.. demolition of existing bungalow and shop and replacement with the construction of 2 retail units and 6 flats . In view of the deadline for comments the Parish Council responded:
Whilst the Parish Council welcomes some improvement to the southern entrance to the Village and the provision of (hopefully) affordable housing and enhancement of retail outlets,  it must object to this planning application on the grounds of lack of parking provision planned. It considers that there is insufficient parking for residents and shop staff, bearing in mind the close proximity of the bend following the A24 Fly over, and problems with vehicle overspill from the Bridge Garage. The layby outside Flowerpots already has half a dozen cars parked every day so there is no further space for the excess cars from the proposed 6 flats as well as shop staff and customers. I have attached a photograph showing parked cars in the layby outside Flowerpots – this is an everyday occurrence. 
Should the application be agreed by HDC the Parish Council would like to see the southern gable ends, hipped rather than the straight apex as shown
DC/05/2906  27 Rectory Close - reduce height to 4m and trim back trees on boundary. The Council objected to this application on the grounds that the trees should be reduced to 7m in height to be the same as the rest of the row of trees.
DC/05/2977 10 Church Close... A white upvc double glazed conservatory to the rear of the property. No objections
DC/05/3073 Change of use of part of ground floor to Pharmacy. Gable ends of roof amended to form first floor accommodation. Dongara, London Road. The Council do not object to this application as long as a planning condition is imposed that should the chemist/pharmacy cease to trade then the property should revert to residential usage only.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/05/2553 Conservatory, 11 Chanctonbury, Ashington
DC/05/2397 Erection of 1 fascia sign, Unit 1, Wiston Business Park

DC/05/2581 Conservatory, 24 Warmingshurst Close, Ashington

DC/05/2063 1 Brookside  First floor side , single storey rear extensions and open porch to front (resubmission of DC/05/0495) – after Appeal
Refusals

DC/05/2543 2 storey side extension, Stone Barn, London Road. Cllr Norton confirmed that he is pursuing an application for this property to be listed by English Heritage.
DC/ 05/ 1730 Land adjacent to The Lawns and Nevada London Road

Outline...Erection of four dwellings and garages

DC/ 05/ 1731 Land adjacent to The Lawns and Nevada London Road

Outline...Erection of three dwellings and garages

DC/05/1758 Nevada London Road...proposed change of use for one year duration from domestic dwelling to B1 Office use
Withdrawals

DC/05/2640 Penn Retreat, Rectory Lane ... removal of existing mobile home and construction of 3 dwellings
DC/05/2403 Mitchbourne House, Malthouse Lane - Garden Room and Store Play Area.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

Councillors who are members of the Finance Committee met on 8th December at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall to discuss the budget and parish precept for 2006/07. It was proposed by Cllr Phillps that the budget and precept presented to the Council be accepted, seconded by Cllr Prichard and agreed by all. The Chairman would use the village Newsletter to explain to villagers the reasons for the increase in precept.. ie the cost of Neighbourhood Wardens, the need to rebuild reserves in case of a need to employ legal representation should there be a change to the Local Development Framework or if HDC insisted on going ahead with a private school on land at Oast House Farm Billingshurst Road.
Clerk to advise HDC






KD
D
The Chairman proposed that the Council obtain three estimates (Edburtons, Maltaward and one other) for installing a footpath (surface to be decided by parish councillors) from the north west corner of the landscaped area in front of the shopping area to the car park. He had already sought permission from the owner / developer by contacting Clokes Management Ltd The Chairman stated that the new procedure on Section 106 monies involved recording of agreements since April 2003. However he said that it is his belief that there is already over £6k available to Ashington PC from the 1999 Hillreed Section 106 agreement that could be utilized. Agreed by all





KD
C/F
Steyning Youth Service had requested a donation (money or equipment) for setting up a Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at the Cuthman Centre in Steyning. The Council did not support this application preferring to use funds for village youth projects.
BCM photocopiers – increase in charge from 1.261pence to 1.324 pence per copy. The Chairman and Clerk met the Sales Manager from BCM to renegotiate the photocopier contract. BCM are prepared to reduce the quarterly charge from £88.90 to £45 due to the reduction in volume of photocopies. Confirmation in writing required.







KD     C/F
The Clerk had reviewed the Council’s Financial Regulations and has amended to be in line with NALC recommendations. Councillors were asked for comments and approval. Cllr Norton suggested a minor amendment to specify that funds in the Singer & Friedlander account could only be transferred to the Lloyds current account in order to prevent theft of funds. Financial Regulations and amendment agreed by all.







KD      D
The Clerk has reviewed the Council’s current account signatories (presently Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk only) and would like to add two further Councillors as signatories since cheques must only be signed by two Councillors and not the Clerk. Cllrs Phillips and Clark to be added, agreed by all.










KD    C/F
The Clerk would like to purchase a copy of local Council Administration by Charles Arnold-Baker – this is a highly recommended textbook and advice from SALC is that all Councils should possess a copy for reference. Cost £52.29. Agreed by all.







KD     D
The Clerk had received notification of the annual insurance renewal premium. There exists a discrepancy between the insurance value of PC assets and their value listed on the Council approved Asset Register. Councillors were asked to agree upon the value of assets for insurance purposes bearing in mind that the insurance policy is not a ‘new for old’ policy. It was agreed by all that Cllr Norton and the Clerk should prepare an up to date list of assets and values and present for discussion at the next council meeting.


KD/BN
C/F

Income 

Kite & Thomas rent and roundabout sponsorship

£1840

Lloyds TSB







£20

(compensation for failing to follow instructions regarding tax free interest)

Inland revenue online filing





£249.99

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£15.00
480
(meeting 5th January 2006 & finance meeting 8th December)






Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£332.60
481
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £257.50
482
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£479.63




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Stamps




£0.46




Print cartridges



£12.91




Noticeboard replacement keys

£9




Total





£519

483
Clerks & Councillors Training day




£164.50
484
K. Dare & Cllr Hayler attended 3rd December 2005 (invoice agreed at last meeting did not include the VAT payable, cheque cancelled)
HDC – dog bin emptying





£83.20
485
Land registry (for land on London Road, Item 61)

£110

486
AC Farley footpath tarmac around the skatepark

£505.25
487
(minutes of 12th May 2005 show Council approval for expenditure of £564 for these repairs). To be allocated to Section 137 expenditure and Councillors agree that the direct benefit is commensurate with the expenditure incurred.
Annual Insurance Premium




£1343.10
488
The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Phillips, seconded by Cllr Stillwell. Agreed by all present.

9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

Previously Circulated.

10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
11.  
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

Cllr Stillwell had received a copy of a letter sent to the Clerk by John Welland concerning Rights of Way. The Clerk confirmed that she had received the letter but that it had missed the deadline for inclusion at this meeting and would be presented at February’s Council meeting. The Chairman confirmed that the Access Ranger had received a list of faults brought to his and the Clerk’s attention and had visited Ashington before xmas to look at the faults.

Cllr Stillwell asked for clarification whether the footpath on Mill Lane outside the Social Club was unadopted. Cllr Wood confirmed that the section of footpath in question was in a bad state of repair and was unadopted.

Cllr Phillips complained that a number of vehicles had been racing around the roundabouts at the northern end of the village. Clerk to write to inspector Merv Wyeth to ask for patrols to look out for this.



KD
D
Cllr Hayler had spoken to Gary Peck (HDC Planning) about the advert in the County Times for a restaurant for sale at Aladdins Cave. Mr. Peck had confirmed that Aladdins Cave did not have planning permission to be used as a restaurant and that he would speak to the owner about the misleading advert.

Cllr Prichard reported that the width restriction sign outside the Harris fair property was damaged. The Chairman would inform Shirley Stone of WSCC Highways.











JB        C/F
Cllr Wood reported that a number of drain covers on the east side nature trail were lifting and posed a trip hazard. Clerk to inform Southern Water.
KD
C/F
County Councillor Wilkinson had informed the Chairman that at last WSCC were considering school signs for Foster Lane, Church lane and The Sands.

The meeting finished at 8.55pm 

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 2nd February 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road. 

Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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