
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N. Phillips, K. Wood, K.Hayler, J. Stillwell, R. Brennan

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

4 members of the public present 

Neighbourhood Warden – Darryn Moulding           

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs J. Prichard (work), J. Gilbert (holiday), N. Carver (holiday), N. Clark (work), County Councillor Frank Wilkinson (meeting)
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th April 2006 were amended to include Cllr Wood’s Declaration of Interest prior to the Litter Warden’s review of salary and were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Wood and seconded by Councillor Hayler, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 29 & 48
Shopping area – 

WSCC must apply to HDC for the Transport Contribution s106 funds. Sufficient funds for the construction of the layby will not be available until the DC/04/0463 planning application (Applegarth/Oak Tree House) is carried out and sixth house is sold. County Councillor Wilkinson to liaise with Dave Lambert (WSCC). There is no benefit in a meeting between the Parish Council and HDC at this stage.










FW
D
An s106 application has been made for the cctv camera that will be positioned on the church to cover the graveyard, church, frontages of the scout hall, pavilion and youth club. HDC’s Emergency Planning Officer had already paid £2000 towards the cost of the camera directly to Kestrel Alarms. Further s106 applications would follow including new windows and toilets for the scout hall. The Scouts had put ‘on hold’ the security shutter for the porch to see if the new cctv camera deterred vandals from the porch area.


KD
C/F
The Chairman proposed that should the application for part funding for the cctv camera not meet the criteria within the HDC / Developer section 106 agreement, that the Parish Council funds its purchase. Total cost £5063 including refundable VAT, PC contribution £3063 inc the VAT (along with the £2000 from the HDC Emergency Officers budget already agreed). The Chairman explained that the area around the Church and Scout Hall had long been a problem. The purchase by the Parish Council is made possible because the cost of the Neighbourhood Wardens for 2006 /07 would be@ £5000 less than budgeted for in view of lower cost of new Warden. Agreed by all.
The footpath to the shopping area will be completed when s106 funds for the lay by have been secured and would take into account the wishes of Clokes Management.







KD
D
The Co-op financial contribution of £5000 to the cost of the lay-by construction would be requested when s106 transport contributions for the layby are available.










KD
 D
The village questionnaire had been circulated and 127 responses had been received. The Chairman stated that the responses had confirmed the issues that were already in the draft Parish plan and clarified that villagers did not wish to see an outdoor war memorial, heraldic signs or xmas lights but wanted more parking at the shopping area and support for the Youth Club. See Item 85.










KD/KH
D
The lifting kerbstone has not yet been repaired. County Councillor Wilkinson will be asked to enquire of Shirley Stone WSCC Highways as to the date of repair. No progress on this issue.






FW
C/F
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warmingshurst Close Play Area. 

Updated Land Registry entries had been received by the Council’s solicitors but they were still trying to sort out the balancing pond as half was still owned by McAlpine Homes. The Council’s solicitors were chasing the completion of the Warmingshurst Close Play Area as all the documents had been signed by both parties. There is some damage and repainting necessary in the play area but an additional £1500 was due to be handed over to the Council upon transfer to allow the work to be carried out.





BN
C/F
Item 63 Duckweed in the balancing pond to the rear of Church Close. Councillor Wood is still trying to arrange a suitable boat, Clerk to check with Council’s insurers. 








KW
C/F
Item 65 Milestone Plaque – Cllr Gilbert was thanked for installing the plaque D 
Item 67 Decriminalization of parking – Mike Horton had been contacted and asked to visit Ashington to discuss parking problems but had not yet responded.










KD
C/F
Item 78 Speed Indicating Device –this device will be made available to Ashington for deployment on Billingshurst Road, London Road and Hole Street once the fluorescent jackets had arrived.





JB
C/F
Item 79 Bridleway –Mr and Mrs M Woolley of Church Farm House had confirmed that the southern drive was theirs and was private and that the northern drive was also private and belonged to Church Farm. The Clerk had written to the tenant farmer at Church Farm about creating an access through the farm but no response had been received. The Chairman had contacted Mary Davis who he hoped would make enquiries with the owner of the farm.

KD
C/F
Fence to the south side of the Persimmon Pond it was agreed to repair with 20 yards of Agricultural fencing. Clerk to obtain 3 estimates

KD
C/F
Item 80 Community Payback scheme information – young offenders undertaking supervised community work. The Clerk has asked if help can be given to clear Persimmons and Church Close balancing ponds. No response.
KD
C/F
Item 81 New National guidelines for Wardens that, if implemented, would result in a much reduced service to the Parish Council. The Chairman had met with Greg Charman (HDC) over these changes and agreed that there would be no change to the Wardens situation.





JB
D
Item 82 The Clerk has written to Inspector Wyeth to say how concerned the Council is at the lack of support from the Police to our Wardens and invited Inspector Wyeth to attend a Council meeting. No response from Insp. Wyeth but the Warden had met with the local PCSO who said that the situation was being dealt with.








KD
C/F
Item 83 Cllr Wood had informed the Council about information he had relating to the footpath on Mill Lane to the Social Club. Cllr Wilkinson will chase Vince Tipper from WSCC on the ownership of the footpath. Cllr Wood had met with Shirley Stone who would also look into the archives.


FW
C/F
Item 84 Cllr Wood had reported that Fairfield Road (Mill Lane end) was full of potholes and that as it was owned by WSCC should be repaired. Cllr Wood met with Shirley Stone (WSCC) and she would investigate See Item 83
KW
C/F
Item 85 Results from the Village Survey. The Clerk and Cllr Hayler had a meeting with the Chairman and then with Beverley Turner (HDC) in early May to go through the results before presentation. Cllr Hayler reported that a 14% response rate had been achieved which was the second lowest in the District however, the nature of the questionnaire had meant that satisfied residents would not have completed the questionnaire so a low response rate was not necessarily bad news. Beverley Turner and Paul Rowley (HDC) wished to attend the next Council meeting to advise the Council what to do next with the results. Agreed by all.









KD
C/F
Councillors agreed that a summary of the results (leaflet) should be distributed to residents and that it should clearly state that only 14% or residents responded.
The Chairman informed Councillors that people had suggested items that had already been done or that we already have in the village and that there were outrageous suggestions that were clearly not possible. There were some people in the village who were clearly not aware of what was already available. Lots of people wanted a Doctors Surgery but did not understand that the village was not large enough and this needed to be explained in the Summary leaflet. Many wanted a Chemists and this would be pursued if a suitable applicant and premises became available.





JB     D









Cllr Hayler would complete the analysis of the results before they are presented at the next Residents Association meeting and in the leaflet. KH/KD
C/F
Item 86 Local Action Team – the Chairman reported that we are setting up a "Local Action Team" in partnership with Horsham District Council Crime Reduction Partnership". It will be chaired by Parish Councillor Karen Hayler. Greg Charman HDC and the Chairman will assist with the setting up of the group, the recruitment of members and the LAT Agendas. The "LAT" will include residents, one or more parish councillors, Neighbourhood Wardens and Sussex Police. The aim of the LAT was to gain greater commitment from residents and businesses to report incidents.




KH/JB
C/F
5. CORRESPONDENCE

3. Defra – Getting to grips with the Clean Neighbourhoods Act – the Clerk has requested a copy of the Guidelines for Parish Councils. We are awaiting information on the training course and from HDC on how they will deal with this issue. The Village Survey highlighted that residents felt that dog fouling was a problem in the village.






KD
C/F
8. HDC – Development Control report includes refusals for Applegarth/Oak Tree House and Dongara
9. Horsham District Local Development framework – period of public examination. Clerk to complete the form attached stating that the Council’s written submission should stand.
11. WSCC re letter to resident about Mill House Hotel tourist signs. An extra sign would be erected at the fork in the road between Mill Lane & Fairfield Road.
14 SALC website and contact renewal form



KD
D
16. Malcolm Woolley re Item 79

17. CPRE – Planning seminar. Cllr’s Norton & Carver attended the last session.
18. Horsham Museum – local heritage forum. Given to Cllr Norton    BN
D
19. Resignation of Cllr Prichard. Councillors are asked to approve the Clerk taking the necessary steps to recruit a replacement. Agreed by all. KD
C/F
23. HDC – Leisure Connect Excursions Club – group travel to events within the District
24. West Sussex Tree Wardens – Fitting it all Together day. Cllr Wood will be attending








KW
D
25. HDC – South East Plan consultation postcards

27. HDCP – priority projects, older people, youth, health, housing
30. SEERA – the South East Plan – draft plan for submission

33. Invitation from HDC Chairman Elect to join him and the Members of the Council for the Annual Reception on the 24th May 2006. Cllr Hayler to attend.
34. HD Community Partnership Community event Tuesday 23 May 2006 at Rudgwick Village hall. Darryn Moulding Neighbourhood Warden & Cllr Hayler to attend, Cllr Clark is a speaker.
35. HDC "Issues and Options" Gypsy and Travellers Development Plan Document. No response
37. Minutes of South Horsham County Local Committee of 23rd Jan 2006 and Agenda for Thursday 4th May 2006. County Councillor Wilkinson is attending.
43. SALC Newsletter Spring 2006. Section 137 expenditure limit is £5.44 per elector
44. HALC – subscription & update of representatives (see AGM minutes and Finance)
45. Invitation to Calor Village of the Year 10th Anniversary Awards Lunch on 19th September 2006 for two at the Four Seasons Hotel London. The Chairman and the Clerk were suggested attendees.
46. HDC Community Transport Strategy document (emailed to councillors). The Chairman is responded with information from the Village Survey.
47. Sussex Police – Illegal rave, Kithurst Hill 23rd April

48. Howzat – the story of the District’s cricket clubs, Horsham Museum
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

One member of the public asked when the grass was to be cut on the northern roundabouts. The Chairman confirmed that the Clerk had chased Mr Flynn and that it would be cut shortly. He confirmed that Mr Flynn was instructed to wait until the bulbs had died down. He also confirmed that Mr Flynn had said that the costs would be the same as last year.
Another member of the public identified himself as being a representative from the South Downs Education Trust (the applicants for DC/06/1013). The Trust had brought some brochures to the meeting summarizing the application and explaining some of the key points. He asked if Councillors wished to see the brochures – agreed by all and the brochures were distributed.

Darryn Moulding Neighbourhood Warden reported that there had been some low level criminal damage and graffiti by a group of youngsters. An Acceptable Behaviour Contract had been issued to the ringleader and a second would be issued shortly. The ABC would be in force for 12months and there were certain conditions attached to it namely the individuals could not be in possession of alcohol, there was a curfew in certain areas of the village at certain times and that the Warden would be monitoring and mentoring the individuals concerned.

There had been minor problems last weekend involving litter bins at the shopping area.

Cllr Wood reported that a group of youths was meeting at the Posthorses Play Area at night and one of the Parish Council’s signs had been damaged beyond repair. Clerk to order a new sign.
A sign at the play area near the millennium garden had also been damaged (ACCT to be informed).

KD
C/F
The skatepark half-pipe project was progressing well – a grant application for £8000 had been submitted by ACCT that would more than cover the total cost of the project (groundworks & ramp supply & installation). Darryn Moulding asked if the Parish Council would co-ordinate the project as the Council managed the skatepark by way of funding the annual insurance and maintenance and ACCT representatives would not be able to undertake the task. ACCT would pass the grant on to the Council prior to the commencement of works. Agreed by all.
7.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee meeting of 19th April was cancelled due to there being only one planning application. The Clerk informed HDC that a response would be given to this application on 4th May.
Correspondence

None
Amendments

None
Applications 

DC/06/0900 Single storey front extension incorporating porch, 19 Turnpike Way Ashington. The Parish Council had no objections
DC/06/0927 Staddlestones, Billingshurst Road   proposed garage to front of property. The garage will be linked to existing property. The Parish Council are slightly concerned that the proposed garage will be in front of the building line and that approval will set a precedent for other development in front of the building line, otherwise the Council had no objections.
DC/06/0987 Tollgate Cottage, Old London Road Rear conservatory, front and side canopy, conversion of existing single door to double width door. The Parish Council had no objections
DC/06/1013 Erection of school and associated buildings, access, parking and landscaping (Land at Oast House Farm), Oast House Farm Billingshurst Road Ashington,  South Downs Education Trust. In view of the very short deadline for responses to this application (14 days including 2 weekends and a Bank Holiday) and the fact that the Parish Council had made its strong objections to this proposal known to the applicant (Minutes of 1st September 2005) the Chairman had emailed Councillors on 30th April asking for their approval to employ the Council’s Planning Consultants to prepare a response to this application (email attached to minutes). Councillors agreed to the use of the Planning Consultant and the associated cost. In summary - the Parish Council strongly object to this application and a letter of representation has been prepared on its behalf by Tezel Bahcheli of Parker Dann, Planning Consultants (sent to HDC separately).
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/06/0572 Conservatory, Pinewood, Billingshurst Road, Ashington
DC/06/0236 Garden Room, Mitchbourne House, Malthouse Lane, Ashington

DC/06/0316 Fascia sign and service sign, Bridge Garage, London Road, Ashington

Refusals

None
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 17th May 2006.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

Mazars – annual return. The Clerk has prepared the annual accounts and given them to Cllr Norton. Once checked they will be presented to the Finance Committee and full Council. This years accounts need to be presented as Income & Expenditure, in the past Receipts and Payments has been used.
KD/BN
CF
Councillors approved the appointment of the Internal Auditor (last years auditor has agreed to do this years audit)
Current account signatories – as agreed on 5th January 2006 Cllrs Phillips and Clark to be added. As Cllr Clark has had the paperwork for 3 months without progress. It was agreed by all to change the signatories to Cllr Hayler, Cllr Phillips & Cllr Gilbert.






KD
C/F
Steyning Area minibus – request for a donation. There was some confusion as to whether this was actually a request for a donation. The Clerk has asked for clarification and a copy of the accounts (available mid May).

KD
C/F
Andrew Obee has requested a 3% increase in contract payments from May 2006 taking his monthly charge from £332.60 to £342.58 (first payment June meeting). Agreed by all.
Income 

HDC Environmental Cleansing Grant (05/06)


£216.88
Precept







£33,000

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£10.00
524
(meeting 4th May 2006)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£332.60
525
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

526
The Chairman thanked all who had attended the Clean Up Day.
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Total





£523.97
527
L J Chenery

Bus shelter cleaning


£235

528
HALC


Annual subscription



£15

529
The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Norton, seconded by Cllr Phillips. Agreed by all present.

9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
Cllrs Berry & Norton had met with the Planning Consultant re: proposed school at Oast House Farm.
Cllr Hayler had met with Beverley Turner (Item 85)

11. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Norton reported that the owner of Roselands, London Road had erected a short fence on land belonging to WSCC Highways and it was a potential hazard in that it could easily be tripped over. Clerk to report to Shirley Stone. KD
C/F
Cllr Stillwell asked if any progress had been made in providing a tree as a memorial for ‘Granny Harris’. The Clerk was waiting for Robert Harris to contact her. The Council agreed that the Harris family should choose the tree and that it could replace one of the trees outside the Harris’ property. It transpires that one villager has started a collection in order to provide a tree but this is separate to the Council’s offer.

Cllr Stillwell reported that the Timberlea Close road surface was in a poor state of repair. Clerk to contact Shirley Stone.




KD
C/F
Cllr Phillips informed the Council that he had seen cars racing around the roundabouts at the northern end of the village and reported the incident to the Police. The Police had attended promptly (as they were in the area at the time) and arrested 2 of the budding racing drivers, the third escaped capture.

Cllr Wood thanked all 18 volunteers that had attended Spring Clean Up day. In total 35 bags of rubbish had been collected.

Cllr Hayler thanked the Chairman for all of his hard work in organizing the Calor 10th Anniversary Awards Village of the Year presentation. It was well supported by villagers.

The meeting finished at 8.50pm 

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 8th June 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road. 

Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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