
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd August 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N Clark, J. Gilbert, J. Stillwell, K. Wood, N. Carver, K. Hayler, 

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

2 members of the public present 

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

R. Brennan & County Councillor F. Wilkinson (family commitments).

No apology received from Cllr. N. Phillips 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Carver declared a personal & prejudicial interest in planning application DC/06/1837 (Planning Section).

3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th July 2006 were amended by the Clerk following comments from the Chairman & Cllr. Hayler. After amendment they were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Carver and seconded by Councillor Hayler, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 85 Results from the Village Survey. The Focus Group met on 25th July to work on the Parish Plan and only 14 people attended this meeting. The aim is to have a draft Parish Plan ready for 9th September when an exhibition of the results will be held. The Parish Council will endorse the Parish Plan once complete and distribute to residents in November/December.



KH
C/F
Item 29 Shopping area s106 Transport contributions applications – the Clerk asked WSCC to look into the legal wording of the s106 agreements to see if the s106 funds available could be used for the layby and David Lambert (WSCC) has confirmed that funds from DC/05/2400, DC/04/1052, DC/04/1653 and DC/05/0009 can be used (Total = £7710) BUT funds from AS/5/98 cannot be used unless HDC or the Developer agree to the change of use of the funds because the legal wording does not permit its use for the layby.  Frank Wilkinson has asked Hilary Conlon and David Jenkins (HDC) to see if the legal wording can be changed. If AS/5/98 cannot be used then the project is £6500 short.
The Chairman stated that s106 funds specified for ‘sustainable transport’ were very difficult to use and it was better if s106 agreements stated ‘community transport facilities’. However, it was between HDC and the Developer to agree upon the wording of s106 agreements. The Chairman proposed that the Council wait to see if the legal wording of AS/5/98 could be changed however this should be pursued quickly as it was thought that there was a 10year time limit on the use of the funds. Agreed by all.






KD
C/F
Item 48 S106 Community contributions applications Installation of the cctv camera took place on 2/3/4 August.




KD
D
Applications awaiting decisions:

Scout Hall windows £1940 inc. VAT
Scout Hall toilets £1568 inc. VAT
Ashington 1st Responders £500





KD
C/F
Clerk to arrange a meeting with village groups/organizations to see if any required funds for projects.
 The Clerk is in the process of writing to all of the groups.








KD
C/F
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warminghurst Close Play Area. 

Persimmons land is the final piece of land awaiting transfer to the Council.
The Vice Chairman proposed that the Clerk write to Persimmon Homes regarding their letter of June 2005 stating that they would cease all maintenance on the land to be handed to the Council. The letter would claim interest at 4.75% on the £38k yet to be handed over to the Parish Council as the Council has funded maintenance on this land for over a year and the delays were due to Persimmons solicitors because part of the land to be handed over was still owned by McAlpine Homes. The Vice Chairman had prepared a draft letter for the Clerk. Agreed by all.








KD/BN
C/F
Warminghurst Close Play Area – the RoSPA check has been carried out and passed to Cllrs Wood & Carver for some of the minor repairs to be done. 
KW/NC
C/F
The equipment is rusty and needs sanding down and repainting, the gate and fence are in need of repairs and the wooden roof needs re-varnishing – Councillors agreed to the Clerk obtaining a quote for the work. Extra funds were given to the Council on handover of the play area in order to undertake any maintenance.







KD
C/F



The additional insurance premium for the play equipment is £130.53.
D
The Chairman & Clerk reviewed Andrew Obee’s contract and a copy was been given to Councillors. The Chairman would meet Andrew Obee in the coming week to discuss work required on the western tree boundary towards Chanctonbury Nurseries.






KD
C/F

Wood-chip and weedkiller for the centre of the top roundabouts – the Clerk has asked the weedkilling contractors to look at the areas and advise the Council on the cost. The next scheduled weedkiller application in the village is September. The Clerk has sourced a cheap supply of bark chip (£142.80 exc. VAT for 42 large 80 litre bags) or HDC have suggested:

Composted green waste - high quality - £25 per cu metre 

Non composed tree chips - possibly free - variable availability - delivery charge  

Non Composted Parks green waste - available winter - free but delivery charge

Councillors agreed that bark chips would be best – Clerk to arrange after the September weedkilling.






KD
C/F
Cllr Wood reported that Mr. Flynn had been dumping grass cuttings from the roundabout in the centre of the roundabouts and this would make maintenance of the bushes in the centre of the roundabouts difficult. Clerk to ask Mr. Flynn to take away the grass cuttings.





KD
D
Item 79 Fence to the south side of the Persimmon Pond - the Clerk presented two written quotes and Councillors decided to ask Country Crafts to undertake the work at a cost of £128.50. Country Crafts had also quoted for repairs to the Warminghurst Close play area fence, £201.50, and it was agreed to go ahead with these repairs.







 KD
C/F
Item 87 Clean Neighbourhoods Act – the Clerk received information about Parish Council training courses – the nearest Course was in London on 14th September and cost £185. At a recent HALC meeting HDC advised that it would shortly issue the Clean Neighbourhoods Prevention/Enforcement Strategy for consultation and strongly advised that Parishes wait until the consultation has taken place before trying to implement their own strategy.

The Parish Council had agreed at the last meeting that Cllr Wood could attend the training course but Councillors decided to wait for HDC’s consultation process before Cllr Wood attended the course.
 


KD
C/F 
The Chairman confirmed that the Council had a copy of the Defra guidance book if councillors wished to have a look at it. Cllr Hayler confirmed that it was still able to prosecute dog fouling incidents under existing legislation and byelaws.

Item 89 Posthorses play area – there is some damage to the safety surfacing. The Clerk has contacted the specialist repair company and they will undertake the work in the next few weeks at a cost of £235 exc VAT. Agreed by all.

The Chairman proposed that other repairs highlighted by the RoSPA report to be completed by Cllrs Wood and Carver. Agreed by all.

KW/NC
C/F
The RoSPA report had recommended that a second gate be installed in the play area to avoid bullying/intimidation incidents. Clerk to ask Country Crafts put a gate in the south side fence. Agreed by all.



KD
C/F
Item 92 Brian Milton – is now asking for the Horse Chestnut Tree to be moved further away from his house before it becomes too large. Cllr Wood advised the Council that the trunk diameter was at least 25cm and the tree is 4-5m high and moving it would take specialist equipment, would be very expensive and access to the site was difficult. It was agreed by all to leave the tree where it was. Clerk to write to Brian Milton.






KD
D
Item 94 Posthorses pond - overgrowing greenery and pond clearance. At the recent Residents Association meeting Ben Rainbow, Low Weald Ranger can give advice on pond maintenance and carryout clearance with "Friday Volunteers". Clerk to contact.







KD
C/F
Item 95 Sales of alcohol to underage drinkers – the Clerk has contacted WSCC Trading Standards who are willing to assist in this matter but need to know the scale of the problem. The Clerk has contacted the Neighbourhood Wardens for more information.





KD
C/F
Item 96 The Chairman proposed that the Parish Clerk write to Worthing Hospital Campaign c/o Peter Bottomley MP House of Commons expressing its serious concern about the possible downgrading of Worthing and Southlands Hospital and to the MP for Chichester regarding St. Richards Hospital. Agreed by all. Cllr Carver asked if the Council had received a copy of the NHS Fit for the Future document. The Chairman confirmed that it was listed under correspondence of the June Council meeting and that HALC had responded on behalf of Parish Councils in the Horsham District.





KD
D
5. CORRESPONDENCE
1. HDC Minutes of the meeting of the 7th June 2006 and Agenda of meeting to be held  on 19th July 2006 included documents on the Strategic Gaps
2. Rospa Safety Inspection for Posthorses Play Area

4. Rospa .. Safety Inspection for Warminghurst Close Play Area

8. Trevor Beadle HDC – cost of Wardens 06/07 and 07/08. Costs will be @£10k lower than we budgeted for 06/07 due to shortage of one Warden

9. WSCC – County Local Committee Community Grant application forms. Cllr Hayler had asked the Chairman of the committee to inform the Parish Council if there were any applications from Ashington. The Chairman stated that he had advised a number of village organizations and the poster had been placed on the  noticeboard
19. WSCC – arrangements for maintaining highways in West Sussex – a new contractor has taken over
23. HDC – Transport Advisory Group agenda and minutes

24. HDC – Development Control report (no Ashington issues)
25. HDC – road closure notice for Ashington Festival

26. WSCC – minerals & waste development framework, meeting on 20th September in Steyning. There were no volunteers to attend this meeting.
27. WSCC – information for people using housing support. Leaflet to Post Office
29. WSCC – Water Festival 2006

32. Emails from David Lambert & Frank Wilkinson WSCC re: s106 transport contributions (Item 29)
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

A member of the public asked if there was any requirement for new properties to be fitted with solar panels and underground surface water tanks. The Chairman replied that guidance on these issues came from Central Government through to the District Council and to Building Regulations. Whilst there was no requirement at present it was possibly only a matter of time before Building Regulations were changed.

There were no Neighbourhood Wardens present but the Chairman reported that there were no major problems.

7.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee of 19th July was cancelled as there were no planning applications.
Correspondence

Letter from Mr and Mrs H Tingley 3 Swan Orchard supporting redevelopment plan for Flowerpots / Brookside without retail unit
Amendments

None
Applications
DC/06/1605 Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a 2-storey building comprising 4 x 2-bed and 2 x 1-bed (total 6) flats Flowerpots & Brook Side, London Road. The architect was present at the meeting and the Chairman invited him to speak on the issue of the lack of parking provision. The architect confirmed that HDC’s guidelines specified 1.25 spaces per property and the current design provided 1.33 spaces per property. To increase the amount of parking would risk HDC rejecting the application on the grounds that it did not promote the use of sustainable transport. After much deliberation about loss of a business premises and parking issues the Council had no objections to this application
DC/06/1737 Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 1 replacement 4 x bed dwelling (Outline) Spinney Ruff, Ivy Lane 

The Council felt that not enough information about the proposed new dwelling had been provided and it could not comment on the impact of the new development on the adjacent property. More information needs to be provided to the Council.
Cllr Carver left the room.
DC/06/1837  Chanctonbury Nurseries … dismantling disused greenhouse and using part of site for additional caravan and boat storage and cessation of storage in area to the north of the commercial buildings in north of site
The Council had no objections to this application.
Cllr Carver returned to the meeting.

Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/05/2400 Post Horses, London Road – demolition of rear part of existing building and erection of 1 dwelling with associated parking (outline)
DC/06/0629 6 Broadbridge Cottages, London Road – surgery to 1 oak tree

Refusals

DC/05/1340 Four Acres, Rectory Lane – erection of 1 residential dwelling, parking and access
DC/06/1335 Stone Barn, London Road – 2 storey side extension

Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 16th August 2006.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

The Internal Auditor inspected the accounts on 10th July and recommended that they be prepared on a Receipts and Payments basis and not as Income & Expenditure.
The Clerk has done this and the accounts were approved by the Finance Committee on 26th July. Councillors approved the annual accounts and the Chairman duly signed the Annual Return and accounts. The Clerk will re-submit to the Internal Auditor.





KD
CF
The Internal Auditor recommended two slight modifications to the Council’s Financial Regulations:

a. paragraphs 4.3 and 4.4 state that cheques over £5000 should be signed by 3 signatories but the cheque book stub should be signed by 2 signatories – Clerk to amend to state that the stub should also be initialled by 3 signatories
b. paragraph 4.4 states that cheque book stubs should be signed – Clerk to amend to state initialed
Agreed by all.







KD
C/F
Current account signatories –Cllr Hayler & Cllr Gilbert have completed the process. Cllr Phillips to confirm.





KD
C/F
The Chairman has amended the risk assessment document to include Warminghurst Close play area.






D
Ashington Junior Football Club asked if the Parish Council would purchase a new line marker on their behalf using funds from the Ashington Sports Association and some of their own funds. The total cost of the machine is £820+VAT and the Junior Football Club have given a cheque to the Clerk for £820. Agreed by all.










KD
D
The Clerk reports that the quarterly bank reconciliations for March and June have been checked by Cllr. Hayler

Income 

None
Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£25.00
548

(meeting 3rd August, Parish Plan meeting 25th July

 and Finance meeting 26th July)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£359.25
549
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

550
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Postage




£1.29




Photocopier paper (inc. VAT)

£55.38




Total





£580.64
551
Zurich Insurance
play area insurance



£130.53
552
RSS Playmakers
repairs to play area (inc. VAT)

£276.13
553
Rospa


Safety Inspection



£74.03
554
Posthorses Play Area 
Rospa


Safety Inspection



£70.50
555
Warminghurst Close Play Area
The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Norton, seconded by Cllr Hayler. Agreed by all present.
9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
Cllr Hayler had attended meetings of HALC and Chanctonbury County Local Committee.
11. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Stillwell reported that the old A24 from the roundabout to Holmbush House was littered with dog faeces – owners were parking their cars at the side of the road and allowing dogs off their leads to roam freely and without clearing up after them. Chairman to contact Lyndon Johnson (HDC) to see if anything could be done about this issue.






JB
C/F
Cllr. Stillwell asked about the large number of parked cars along Rectory Lane. The Chairman replied that these belonged to the builders currently constructing the new houses on Rectory Lane and the cars would disappear shortly as building was almost complete.






D
Cllr Stillwell stated that the fencing across Oakwood Copse had been broken again. Cllr Carver stated that the fence did not follow the correct line as the “footpath” sign was to the outside of the fencing. The Clerk to report to Taylor 

Woodrow.








KD     C/F
Cllr. Stillwell reported that the surface of the footpath adjacent to the southern slip road was in a poor state of repair and there was overgrowing vegetation almost blocking the footpath. Clerk to inform WSCC Highways.

KD
C/F
Cllr. Stillwell asked who owned the gateway and land adjacent to the southern slip road and was informed that it was owned by WSCC Highways.

D
Cllr Wood expressed concern that any householder could apply to WSCC Highways for a new crossover to be installed from the highway to their property enabling their front garden to be used for parking private and commercial vehicles without the Parish Council being informed. The Chairman confirmed that as long as the crossover meets Highways specifications then anyone can have this type of work done and there is nothing that the Parish Council can do about it.










D
Cllr Gilbert reported that the footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way was in a poor state of repair. Clerk to inform WSCC Highways. 


KD
C/F
Cllr. Carver reported that he had access to a boat that the Council could use during pond clearance activities. The Chairman informed the Council that the Low Weald Ranger would advise on pond clearance and could probably provide the necessary equipment (see Item 94) and that insurance cover could be a problem for the Council if Councillors were to borrow a boat, did not have the correct safety equipment and went ahead with pond clearance. He advised that the work should either be undertaken under supervision from the Low Weald Ranger or the Council should employ a specialist company.

KD     C/F
Cllr. Norton asked that the minutes record the death of Brenda Sandell a Parish Councillor for 26 years from 1973-1999.

Cllr. Hayler proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman for organizing the Village of the Year Judging Day on 15th July. Agreed by all.

The meeting finished at 9.05pm

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 7th September 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road. 

Signed………………………

Date……………………….

Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48
	lifting kerbstone at the shopping area
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority July 06

	48
	damage to a gas pipe cover at the entrance to the shop car park
	Clokes Management reported to Transco July 06

	67
	Decriminalization of parking
	The bus bay will be marked out in yellow paint and a parking restriction sign erected June 06

	79
	Bridleway
	no response from the tenant farmer at Church Farm about creating an access through the farm July 06

	80
	Community Payback scheme – young offenders undertaking supervised community work
	May 06

	83
	Footpath on northside of Mill Lane to the Social Club
	WSCC (Shirley Stone, Vince Tipper & Mike Horton) to look into the archives and section 38 agreements June 06

	84
	Entrance to Mill Lane to junction with Fairfield Road
	full of potholes WSCC (Shirley Stone & Mike Horton) to look into the archives and section 38 agreements June 06

	88
	Vacancy on the Council
	The Clerk has prepared a new notice and the Chairman advertised in the local newspaper. No applicants July 06

	91
	Timberlea Close road surface
	is on the forward programme for surface dressing June 06
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