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Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), J. Stillwell, K. Wood, N. Carver, K. Hayler, R. Brennan, P. Webb, N. Phillips
Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

District Councillor David Jenkins

Invited Guest Tom Crowley Chief Executive HDC
3 members of the public

Neighbourhood Warden Darryn Moulding

[image: image2]
053/06 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

No apology received from J. Gilbert. Apologies received and accepted from Cllr B. Norton (personal), Cllr N. Clark (work), invited guest Liz Kitchen (Leader HDC) and from County Councillor F. Wilkinson

054/06 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Hayler declared a prejudicial interest in planning amendment DC/06/0374 redevelopment of Hoots House
Cllr Phillips declared a prejudicial interest in planning & other correspondence regarding DC/06/1099 or DC/06/1100 Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage

055/06 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th October 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Hayler and seconded by Councillor Webb, and agreed.

056/06 HDC CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
Tom Crowley thanked the Council for inviting him to attend this meeting. He is trying to visit all Parish Councils within the Horsham District. He explained his background and experience in Local Government and emphasized his commitment to working with and building strong relationships with Parish and Neighbourhood  Councils.
The Parish Council had provided a list of questions to Tom Crowley in advance:
1. Planning Department – long delays, often no responses, administration falling far below an acceptable standard. A number of other Parish Councils had also raised concerns and Tom Crowley had organized a peer review of the Planning Department. The report was produced 4 weeks ago and highlighted 18 recommendations. An Action Plan would be in place by the end of the year which will be shared with Parish Councils. Improvements should be seen within 12 months. If the Parish Council has specific items to discuss further then Ray Wright Head of Development  could be invited to attend a Parish Council meeting.

2. Section 106 agreements – difficult to identify sustainable transport projects. Tom Crowley explained that transport projects were identified in consultation with WSCC (Blue Book of potential schemes). The Chairman explained that WSCC did not always consult with Parish Councils regarding Blue Book information. District Councillor Jenkins explained that once the Ashington Parish Plan has been published it will be formally adopted by both HDC and WSCC and the projects identified in the Parish Plan would be fed into the Blue Book. The Parish Plan would help to identify s106 priorities.

3. Handover of developers land to the Parish Council. The Chairman explained the 8 year delay in the handover of Persimmon land and that he had requested help from the District Council on numerous occasions but none had been forthcoming. Tom Crowley agreed that 8 years was unacceptable and that he would follow this up with colleagues and try to speed up the handover. District Councillor Jenkins would be involved with this issue.

4. A24 noise. Tom Crowley explained that WSCC were the planning authority for waste and roads and although HDC had been consulted on issues affecting the A24 it did not have authority to make decisions. The Parish Council had been consulted in December 2004 on proposals to close the gaps and the Parish Council did not raise any objections. It was explained that the Parish Council supported the closure of gaps and other safety improvements but the consultation documents did not allow for objections to be raised regarding the effect of the noise of traffic flowing past Ashington. If the safety improvement scheme is introduced, due to the three “grade separation “ junctions at Buck Barn, the Partridge Green junction and Grinders Lane, soundbound  traffic would flow uninterrupted past Ashington (as the northbound traffic currently does) and the noise would be constant from two carriageways rather than in surges on one. The Parish Plan identifies a reduction in noise from the A24 as being the top priority for villagers. Tom Crowley confirmed that raising the issue through the CLC was the best way forward and that HDC could be supportive but ultimately decisions rest with WSCC.
5. Lack of road sweeping. Tom Crowley confirmed that a 60 day cycle was in operation but Councillors reported that roads in Ashington were swept, at best, twice per year and that one particular stretch of road had not been swept for 2 years. Tom Crowley confirmed that he would look into the matter and suggested that the Council invite Ian Jopling Head of Environmental Management Waste and Cleansing or District Councillor Robert Nye (Cabinet member for Environmental Services and Public Health Control) to attend a Parish Council meeting.

6. Government White Paper ‘Strong & Prosperous Communities’. Tom Crowley briefly explained how this White Paper came about. He explained that there would be no need for existing Parish Councils to do anything differently only that more powers could be passed to Quality Parish Councils. HDC and HALC would hold discussion sessions before Xmas to brief Parish Councils.
7. The Chairman explained to Tom Crowley the problems in the village surrounding the Care Homes Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive for adults with learning difficulties (Item 108). He explained that there had been a number of serious incidents which had been reported to HDC’s Environmental Health department but no action had been taken. In light of the damming report from the Commission for Social Care Inspections on Glenview/Santrew the Chairman asked if any action could be taken by HDC. Tom Crowley asked to see copies of the Care Home inspection reports and of the incident logs. Clerk to email to Tom Crowley, David Jenkins and Environmental Health.



KD    /CF
The Chairman thanked Tom Crowley for attending the meeting and he left the meeting.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

057/06 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.

Cllr Hayler and the Chairman had provided Councillors with the final Parish Plan. Cllr Hayler was informed of a small number of typographical errors and would correct these. She explained that the format would be amended from A4 to A5 and some of the photographs would be changed in order to achieve the final presentation. Galeo Designs had agreed to help with the presentation free of charge. Once the final presentation had been completed the Chairman would sign-off prior to it being sent to the Printers. HDC would pay for the printing costs.

Members of the Council formally approved the Plan. Cllr Hayler proposed that the Clerk formally write to Beverley Turner (HDC) for all of her help with the preparation of the Plan. Agreed by all.



KH/JB/KD
C/F
The Chairman proposed that the PC donate £30 to ACCT to cover the delivery of the Parish Plan and the "Transport and Access" questionnaire (a subsequence of the Parish Plan) being delivered with the December "Ashington Village Newsletter”. Agreed by all.






KD
D
058/06 Item 29 Shopping area s106 Transport contributions applications David Lambert (WSCC) will apply to HDC to use the funds from AS/5/98 on the grounds that the creation of a layby will facilitate use of the local shops and therefore can be justified as a sustainable transport project. Both the Chairman and Clerk have reminded County Councillor Wilkinson and David Lambert.











KD
C/F
059/06 Item 48 S106 Community Facilities Contributions
The Chairman proposed that since the Council had underspent its grants budget for 06/07 and in light of the problems experienced by residents of Hillcrest Drive that the application for new collapsible goalposts for Ashington Rovers Football Club be paid out of Council funds immediately rather than an s106 application as previously agreed. Agreed by all. Clerk to contact Ashington Rovers. KD
To list









Ashington Community Centre would like to request a grant of £1700 towards the cost of a dishwasher to be installed at the new Community Centre. They have pledged a contribution of £1000 to the total cost. The Clerk to provide the application form .Agreed by all.





KD
To list
Ashington Scouts would like to request a grant (Approx £500-1000) towards the cost of a laptop projector. The Clerk has requested more detailed costs. Agreed by all.









KD
To list
The Clerk will provide the Community Centre and Scouts with the necessary paperwork.








KD


060/06 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
The Chairman had explained the situation to Tom Crowley (see above) and he had agreed to look into the matter with a view to trying to speed up the handover.









JB /BN
C/F
Western Tree boundary –Andrew Obee had yet to carry out maintenance to the area 









KD
To list
Cllr Wood to install the lockable, collapsible bollard. A key will be given to Andrew Obee.








KW/NC
C/F
061/06 Item 89 Posthorses play area
Damage to the safety surfacing - the Clerk has retained payment and has been assured by the company that repairs will be made in the next couple of weeks. 










KD
To list
The other repairs highlighted by the RoSPA report have been completed by Cllrs Wood and Carver with the exception of the gate repairs. 
KW/NC
C/F
The RoSPA report had recommended that a second gate be installed in the play area to avoid bullying/intimidation incidents. Country Crafts would make a gate and will provide a quote.






KD
C/F
062/06 Item 102 School signs for Ashington. WSCC has installed directional signs and not warning signs as the Parish Council had requested. County Councillor Wilkinson to follow this up.




FW
C/F
063/06 Item 108 Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive
The Clerk has written to the Care Management Group and the Commission for Social Care Inspections (CSCI) to voice the concerns of residents and to suggest a resumption of the monthly meetings between residents and the Care Home Management. The Chairman presented the latest inspection report by CSCI on Glenview/Santrew which made for grim reading. An inspection of Lynton had not been carried out for 12 months and was overdue. The Chairman explained the need for those affected to keep a log of all of the incidents and asked the Clerk to send copies of all incidents and the CSCI report to Tom Crowley, David Jenkins and HDC Environmental Health who would investigate whether any action was possible by the District Council. The Chairman also proposed that the Clerk write to CSCI to see what follow-up action they would be taking considering the improvement target dates they had set for Glenview/Santrew had now elapsed, asking what their powers were ,and if within their powers suggesting that if standards were not being met that the Care Home should be closed down.



 







KD
C/F
064/06 Item 109 Photocopier
The Clerk has contacted BCM Photocopiers and SOS Systems and is waiting for details about the cost of new photocopiers and service agreements.
KD
C/F
065/06 Item 110 A24 Noise
This item has been added to the CLC agenda for 23rd January and the Clerk has written to WSCC Highways about the Highways & Transport Forward Works document that the Council discussed at the last meeting.

District Councillor Jenkins asked if the noise increased in line with speeds as it may be possible to look at installing a new type of speed camera that measures speed over 1 mile past Ashington thereby reducing the speed to nearer 70mph (the National limit) with a consequent reduction in road noise. Cllr Hayler and the Chairman had made some enquiries of the Institute of Acoustics who could conduct a noise survey and had contacted someone locally who could give some free advice on noise related matters and would report more fully on these enquiries in the future.The Chairman reported that he had arranged a meeting with Vince Tipper WSCC Highways and County Councillor Frank Wilkinson for the 8th November 2006.





JB/KH
C/F
066/06 Item 111 Ashington website
Cllr Clark is in the process of setting up a website for the Council free of charge. He will show the Clerk & Cllr Hayler how to keep the site up to date. Council agreed a deadline of Xmas for the website to be complete. NC/KD/KH
C/F
067/06 Item 112 Council documents
The Clerk had prepared a Complaints Handling Procedure to handle complaints from members of the public. Councillors formally approved and adopted the document.









D
068/06 Item 113 Watering of Hanging Baskets

The Clerk was asked to find a contractor to water the hanging baskets next year.










KD
C/F
069/06 Item 114 Emergency contact number for the water pumps
The Clerk has contacted WSCC Highways to ask for an up to date sign to be put on both the southern and northern pumps. No response.

KD
C/F
070/06 Item 115 Footpath on the northern side of the road near the underpass
The Clerk has contacted WSCC Highways. No response.

KD
C/F 

071/06 Item 116 Repairs to litter bins 

The Clerk has contacted Alan Davis to see if new handles can be welded on to the bins. He will look at the bins.





KD
C/F 

072/6 Item 117 Grass Cutting on roundabouts (top, eastern, both sides of northern link road and areas around the northern roundabout as far as Ivy Close)
In light of the issues regarding the grass cutting of the roundabouts over the last 2 years the Chairman asked the Clerk to approach WSCC to see if they would cut the roundabouts at the same time as the other urban grass cutting in the village. Mr. Flynn had indicated that he is not interested in continuing cutting the roundabouts in 2007 and previous investigations have shown that other contractors are much more expensive.

WSCC confirmed that they could cut the roundabouts at no cost to the Council but the frequency of cutting for next year had not been decided yet. It is anticipated that it will be 11 times in the year 2007. In 2006 there were 11 free of charge urban grass cuts but in 2005 there were only 7 and the Parish Council paid for an extra 4 cuts. If WSCC only cut 7 times free of charge in 2007 the cost for 4 extra cuts for the whole village (including the roundabouts) will be @£1320 (Correspondence 22). The Chairman proposed that this be added to the budget for 2007 and the sponsorship agreement with Ashington Autos remain unchanged. Agreed by all.






KD
To list
073/06 Item 118 Public footpath issues
3 wooden posts were removed (sawn off) from the entrance to footpath 2611 (from opposite the Parish Church). This was reported to the Rights of Way Officer who states that they will not be replaced since the squeeze barrier is in place and it had previously been agreed that once the squeeze barrier was erected the wooden posts should be removed (Correspondence 26)


D
Footpath signs (2) on footpath 2607 Persimmon Pond to Chanctonbury Nurseries have been removed. Reported to WSCC Rights of Way and Countryside Ranger (26/10/06) who will replace on his next routine visit (Correspondence 27)
To list
074/06 Item 67 Decriminalisation of parking

The bus bay has been marked out in yellow paint but the “Bus Clearway” sign is still awaited. Cllr Hayler asked if there were any plans to mark out the southern bus bay. The Chairman replied that there were no parking problems with this bay and therefore marking out was unnecessary.




To list
075/06 CORRESPONDENCE
2. AiRS – consultation document on the role of AiRS given to Cllr Webb
3. HDC – Gypsy and Traveller Sites Development Plan document notification of a question & answer session

4. HDC – Council yearbook 06/07 given to Cllr Phillips
6. HDC Development Control report inc. Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage and Chanctonbury Nurseries recommendations for approval.
9. Local Works update

10. WSCC re:Fingerposts – how many need replacement/refurbishment? Councillors were asked to inform the Clerk if they became aware of any that need replacement or refurbishment, see minute 073/06
12. HDC – no spring bulbs this autumn
13. WSCC – rights of way maintenance recently carried out

15. WSCC – drainage works at Rectory Cottage Rectory Lane

16. WSCC – Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2007-2017 Consultation Draft

17. HDC – grants for environmental improvement projects (copy given to the School)

18. The Argus – requesting a copy of PC agendas. Clerk to send Council’s website address when it is up and running

KD      To list
20. AiRS – appointment of Rural Housing Enabler. Clerk to arrange a meeting
KD
C/F

21. RSS Playmakers – repairs to Posthorses play area safety surfacing (Item 89)

22. WSCC – urban grass cutting See minute 072/06 Item 117
23. CLC confirming that the A24 noise issue will be on the agenda for 23rd January 2007 meeting  See minute 065/06 Item 110
24. HDC – proposal from the Developers of Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage to name the new road ACORN LANE. Councillors did not like the other names put forward ie “Applegarth” or “Honeyden”. Councillor Wood proposed “Linfield Lane and councillors agreed that they would prefer this name. The Clerk to check with Andy Flack (HDC) that this is acceptable and respond







KD   To list
26. WSCC Rights of Way Officer re Item 118

27. WSCC Rights of Way Officer re Item 118

28. HDC Standards Committee minutes. Training to be within Council budgets
29. Countryside Agency – threat to local Post Offices. Clerk to try to exhibit the notice in the Post Office




KD     D
076/06 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

Darryn Moulding Neighbourhood  Warden reported that youths were now hanging around in the play areas beside the Community Centre and at Posthorses and there had been problems with litter, noise and alcohol. He had increased his patrols and changed his hours of work in order to tackle this.
Halloween had passed relatively quietly except for some minor damage to gardens.

There were a number of missing animals and Councillors were asked to report any findings to the warden.

There had been some minor damage to the guttering and wooden window covers of the Youth Club.

Bonfire Night at the School would be attended by the Warden.

The Warden was promoting and distributing Nominated Neighbour packs and with winter approaching was increasing awareness of the elderly and vulnerable in the village.

The Youth Club has re-opened on Monday nights and the new Warden would start work on 6th November 2006.

Cllr Stillwell informed the Warden that the parking problems outside the Care Homes had moved from Glenview/Santrew to Lynton. The Warden confirmed he would look into this.

PLANNING.

077/06 The Planning Committee did not meet on 18th October as there were no applications to discuss.
078/06 Correspondence

Amended s106 Completion Memorandum – confirming that s106 agreement for DC/06/1099 Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage has been approved and not DC/06/1100 as we have previously been notified
079/06 Amendments

DC/06/0374 redevelopment of Hoots House...reduced to 10 from 11 amongst other changes. The Council object on the same grounds as previously, there is minimal curtilage (garden) for each property, parking spaces are awkward to access, the site is located on top of a hill and beside a mini roundabout and any street parking will be hazardous, dwellings are cramped, the exterior design is bland and uninspiring.
The Parish Council note the District Council’s comments from DC/05/1784 stating that ‘there is no overriding need at present to release further land for development’. The Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds that:

1. poor design and layout – there is minimal curtilage (garden) for each property, dwellings are cramped, the exterior design is bland and uninspiring 
2. overdevelopment of the site 
3. removal of the existing building would result in a loss of a building of historical character 
4. traffic entry/exit from the site would be difficult due to the proximity of the mini roundabout and the site is located on top of a hill and beside a mini roundabout and any street parking will be hazardous 
5. the proposed buildings are unsuitable for the village setting 
6. parking spaces are awkward to access 

080/06 Applications

a. DC/06/2507 49 Hillcrest Drive Extension to roof to form living accommodation in roof space. The Council supports this application.
b. DC/06/2105 Broadbridge Farm London Road Erection of double garage with Farm Office over (amendment to earlier planning permission for a double garage AS/25/02). The Council supports this application.
c. DC/06/2448 10 Timberlea Close New dwelling on land to the east. The Council objects to this application on the grounds that:
a. The proposed development will overshadow the gardens of adjoining bungalows

b. Loss of privacy to the neighbours and lack of privacy for future occupiers of the property.
c. Over-development of the site

d. Entrance/exit to the premises is opposite the busy junction to the shopping area and will be hazardous

Similar applications have been rejected by this Council and HDC and subsequent appeals have been dismissed by the Planning Inspector. This Council feels that repeat applications such as this are designed to wear down our resistance and should not be allowed.

d. DC/06/2587 2 Broadbridge Cottages single storey extension to form kitchen /diner and shower room. The Council supports this application.
Horsham District Council

081/06 Approvals 
DC/06/0295 Penn Retreat, Rectory Lane Replacement mobile home and erection of 2 mobile homes
082/06 Refusals

None
083/06 Withdrawals

DC/06/2191 Audiburn, Broadbridge Cottages 2 storey side extension
084/06 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 15th November 2006.

FINANCE

Correspondence

085/06 The annual accounts have been approved by Mazars (External Auditor).D
086/06 The Clerk had contacted the District Valuer regarding the land rented by Ashington Autos as the lease is due for renewal in December. Ashington Autos have agreed to the increase in rent.




KD
D
087/06 Ashington Tiny Tots have requested a grant of £50 towards the cost of new craft materials to replace those used on the float at the Carnival. The Clerk has received a copy of their accounts. The Chairman proposed that Calor Village of the Year winnings be used for this grant. Agreed by all.

KD       D
088/06 HDC – cost estimates for Parish Council elections. The cost would be @£2500 for Ashington Parish Council elections. Councillors agreed to add this to the budget for 07/08.
089/06 Income 

Ashington Church (for defibrillator)



£300
Wiston Sports & Social Club (for defibrillator)


£750

Zurich Insurance (new computer)




£414.68

ACCT (for half pipe)






£2200

090/06 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

580
(meeting 2nd November £12, SID training £5)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£359.25
581
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

582
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Parking post
(inc VAT)


£70.49

Total





£594.46
583
Valuation Office
Ashington Autos Lease (inc VAT)

£317.25
584
Mazars

External Auditor (inc VAT)


£646.25
585
John Berry

Travel to Calor 10th Anniversary

£25.80
586
BCM Group plc
Photocopier charges (inc VAT)

£52.88
587
The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Carver, seconded by Cllr Phillips. Agreed by all present.
091/06 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
092/06 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

093/06 Cllr Wood asked the Council to thank all those volunteers that attended the Autumn Clean Up day and the Posthorses pond clearance.

094/06 Cllr Hayler drew the Council’s attention to a meeting on 23rd November when the Chairman, Cllr Hayler, Neighbourhood Warden and the Ashington Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator would be meeting with Catherine Heyhurst (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator). Residents were invited to attend and it was hoped that the 4 remaining streets in the village that did not have a Street Co-ordinator would be represented and a Street Co-ordinator found.
095/06 The Chairman drew the Council’s attention to a meeting on 5th December by Thakeham Village Action Group concerning the possible disposal of putrescible waste at the proposed Laybrook landfill site.

096/06 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 7th December 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 9.10pm

Signed………………………

Date……………………….

097/06 Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	44
	Warminghurst Close Play Area
	Repainting of equipment – Keith Booty instructed to undertake the work Oct 06

	44
	Wood-chip and weedkiller for the centre of the top roundabouts
	Clerk to purchase bark chips in November 06

	48 
	S106 Community contributions applications

Defibrillator

Collapsible Goalposts
	HDC has approved the request from Ashington 1st Responders for £406. Waiting for 1st Responders to purchase defibrillator Oct 06

Ashington Rovers Football Club PC agreed Council grant 2  11 06

	48
	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority July 06

	48
	damage to a gas pipe cover at the entrance to the shop car park & white lining of car park
	Clokes Management reported to Transco July 06, reminded Sept 06, expected to be completed November. Safety fencing around 3 11 06

	79
	Bridleway
	November - New owner of Church Farm Chairman seeking  a meeting with the new owner

	91
	Timberlea Close road surface
	is on the forward programme for surface dressing June 06

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	94
	Village ponds
	To contact Ben Rainbow in April 2007 to arrange for a summer pond survey and involve Ashington C of E school and their new conservation area.

	98
	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	WSCC informed Sept 2006

	99
	Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way
	WSCC informed Sept 06

	101
	Skimming of the Skatepark


	ACCT will advise the Council of the date and cost of repairs. This had been included in the budget for 06/07.

	105
	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)


	The Clerk reported to WSCC Highways in Sept 06 who state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined

	106
	Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries


	The Clerk reported to WSCC Highways in Sept 06 who state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months

	
	Road Signs – The Sands, Fairfield Road
	Reported to Martin Brightwell (HDC) 13 Oct 2006 who will visit Ashington, make a list of signs to be replaced and place an order. Could take @6 months as signs are bought in bulk

	
	Raised manhole cover footpath 2606
	Reported to Highways 17/10/06
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