
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N Clark, J. Gilbert, R. Brennan, K. Wood, K.Hayler, N. Phillips, J. Stillwell, N. Carver

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson

3 members of the public present, 1 member of the local press 

Neighbourhood Warden – Darryn Moulding           

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

J. Prichard (work)
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd February 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Wood and seconded by Councillor Phillips, and agreed.

4.
TO APPROVE THE PERMANENT APPOINTMENT OF THE CLERK
The Chairman proposed that Karen Dare had satisfactorily completed the required 6 months probationary period and that she be appointed as Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer for Ashington West Sussex. Agreed by all.
5.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 29 & 48
Shopping area – 

The Chairman informed Councillors that there were sufficient funds in the s106 account for the Parish Council to submit an application to HDC for the construction of the layby on London Road. However, on further investigation he had been informed by HDC that the Community Facilities Contributions could NOT be used for the layby as this was deemed to be Transport works and could only be funded through the s106 Transport Contributions. This was despite the fact that the layby would benefit the whole community. The Council expressed its dissatisfaction with this decision by HDC.

HDC had informed the Chairman that the Transport Contributions could only be paid to WSCC. The Chairman had discussed the layby project with County Councillor Frank Wilkinson who had confirmed that WSCC were looking into the legal aspects of the s106 Transport Contributions to make sure that the layby works were a suitable use of the funds. If this was the case then the Chairman, County Councillor and Parish Clerk would meet with representatives from HDC (Hilary Conlon) to gain commitment that the Transport Contributions could be used by WSCC for the layby. WSCC would have to apply to HDC for the release of the funds. WSCC had confirmed that the project had been entered into the ‘Blue Book’.
The Chairman pointed out that there were insufficient Transport Contribution funds to fund the layby until funds became available from DC/04/0463 (£16,050 for transport infrastructure projects). There are a couple of small Transport Contributions available but these are specified for ‘sustainable transport’ projects but the sums of money were too small to fund any significant sustainable transport initiatives.

WSCC to check the legality of constructing the layby using s106 funds.

FW
C/F

Then Clerk to arrange a meeting with HDC to confirm that s106 Transport Contributions can be used for the layby.




KD
C/F
The Chairman confirmed that interest was accruing on the s106 Community Facilities Contributions and would be available for use by the Council. However, interest was not paid by HDC on the Transport Contributions.

Cllr Gilbert asked the Chairman why the plans to relocate the cycle rack and post box had been dropped. The Chairman informed the Council that the Royal Mail had not responded to his numerous requests over an 18 month period and were, therefore, not interested in moving the post box. He said that a cycle rack was a legal requirement. In addition, with the construction of the layby there was no need to relocate these two items. 
Clokes Management had sent a plan of the Estate (shopping area) and the Clerk would mark it with the position of the proposed northern footpath that the Council wants to have constructed.






KD
C/F
The Chairman proposed that the Council apply to WSCC for waiting restrictions to be applied to the new lay-by, thus preventing long stay parking by commuters, residents or people selling cars on the highway. Cllr Phillips asked how it would be policed and the Chairman informed the Council that the new Local Authority Parking Enforcement officers could visit Ashington at any time and issue parking tickets. Agreed by all.






KD
C/F
The Co-op have offered a financial contribution of £5000 to the cost of the lay-by construction (Correspondence no. 35). Clerk to contact the Co-op to ascertain whether the funds could be paid in advance of the works.

KD
 C/F

The Chairman informed Councillors that there was £7000 in the Community Facilities Contributions s106 fund available for projects in Ashington. There were 3 village groups (ACCT, Scouts & Youth Club) who all had projects needing funds. The Chairman proposed that a meeting be arranged with the groups in order to ascertain priorities. It was suggested that the groups should apply to the Parish Council in writing with their projects and that the Council should apply for s106 funds on their behalf. Agreed by all.



KD
C/F
The Chairman, Clerk, Cllrs Norton & Hayler attended a meeting with Beverley Turner, HDC to discuss Parish Action Plans. The Chairman & Clerk had prepared a draft Parish Action Plan and presented it at the meeting. It was agreed by all that there was no need for a full scale Village Appraisal to support the Plan but that a one page summary/questionnaire of the Plan should be sent to all households for comments. Feedback would be analysed and incorporated within the Final Parish Plan. HDC could print copies of the Final Parish Plan for distribution to each household free of charge but the Council should print the summary of the Plan for distribution to households with the Village Newsletter in mid March, to be returned to either the Clerk or Chairman by the 28th April. An electronic version of the summary would also be available. The Clerk & Cllr Hayler would prepare the summary, with help from Beverley Turner and arrange for it to be photocopied and distributed with the Newsletter.
KD/KH
C/F
The lifting kerbstone has not yet been repaired. County Councillor Wilkinson will be asked to enquire of Shirley Stone WSCC Highways as to the date of repair. No progress on this issue.






FW
C/F
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warmingshurst Close Play Area. 

Transfer documents for all of the George Wimpey land had been signed and witnessed and the transfers were waiting for the final details to be completed. The Parish Council’s solicitors were dealing with the other transfers
and Cllr Norton would try to speed up the process again. No progress.
BN
C/F
Item 35.Naming of Linfield Lane. Andy Flack at HDC has written to the properties that would be affected by the new street name (Hughes Pumps, Rupert Toovey, 1 & 2 Wiston Bungalows) advising them of the proposal and asking for comments. There has been no progress on this issue for 2 years.









KD
D                                                                                                                       

Item 54 Memorial for "Granny Harris" – The Clerk spoke to Robert Harris on 24th January and reminded him about this issue. No progress. Waiting for the Harris family to contact the Clerk.






KD    D
Item 61 Registration of the land on London Road (rented by Ashington Autos). Land Registry were required to carry out a survey of the site at a cost of £40.











BN
C/F
Item 63 Duckweed in the balancing pond to the rear of Church Close. The Pond Warden had advised that the best solution was to ‘skim’ the pond with a rake or net to remove the surface duckweed as treatment with chemicals would likely upset the pond ecosystem. Cllr Wood informed the Council that he had a friend who owned a boat and would possibly lend it to the Council. Councillors agreed that if the boat could be borrowed then Cllrs Wood and Carver would undertake the skimming of weed on the pond to the rear of Church Close and the Persimmon pond (subject to approval from the Council’s Insurers).
Councillor Wood stated that he was still trying to make contact with his friend KW
C/F
Item 65 Milestone Plaque –The brass plaque has been returned. It has been straightened out and the condition was much the same as prior to the accident. The Chairman proposed that the plaque is reinstalled along with the iron plaque (fitted already), without going to the expense of purchasing a new brass plaque. Clerk to contact Shirley Stone, WSCC




KD
D  
Item 67 Decriminalization of parking –District Councillor Jenkins will tour the village with a qualified highway engineer to deal with the problems of on street parking not yet identified under the new system LAPE which came in to force on the 23 Jan. The Chairman clarified that until the problem parking areas had been highlighted to District Councillor Jenkins it was unlikely that Ashington would be visited by the new Traffic Wardens, however, anyone parking on existing double yellow lines was at risk, albeit slight, of receiving a parking ticket.
Cllr Wood reported that a taxed vehicle had been parked in the bus bay at the northern end of the village for months. County Councillor Wilkinson stated that there was nothing that could be done to remove the vehicle if it had the necessary tax disc.
The Chairman said that it was part of the new Parish Plan to tackle vehicles parked in this particular bus bay.


KD
C/F
Item 71 Cllr Prichard reported that the width restriction sign outside the Harris fair property was damaged. The Chairman has informed Shirley Stone of WSCC Highways. Clerk to send reminder





JB        C/F
Item 72 Cllr Wood reported that a number of drain covers on the east side nature trail were lifting and posed a trip hazard. The Clerk has informed Southern Water.










KD
C/F
Item 73 HDC – request to visit PC from HDC Leader & Chief Executive  - will be attending on 2nd November 2006





KD
D
Item 74 Fire Brigade response times to Ashington. The Clerk has written to Paul Daly, Horsham Fire Station to ask for details about the level of service Ashington should expect and currently receives. Email received from WSF&RS stating that the target response time for Ashington was 20mins and the actual response time to the fire in Cricketers Close was 12mins and that 4 appliances had arrived within 14mins of the original 999 call.




KD
D
Item 75 Bridge Garage washing cars on the forecourt - the Chairman has contacted  HDC twice (Lisa Merry) about the lack of a proper wash bay and the fact that the garage was selling vehicles outside of the forecourt area. The vehicles had been removed from the footpath but washing of cars was still taking place. Clerk to contact HDC.




KD
C/F
5. CORRESPONDENCE

2.Rospa .. re annual inspection booked for June. Cllr Wood confirmed that he had completed the vast majority of the repairs highlighted in the last RoSPA report.
3.Calor 10th Anniversary Entry Form – the Chairman had almost completed the submission on behalf of the village. Judging would take place on 19th April 2006 and volunteers were needed to speak or attend the judging in the Community Centre. A prize of £20k was available.
5.WSCC Rights of Way – maintenance recently carried out
6.BT – proposed removal of Payphone, Penn Gdns. Clerk to write to BT to ask if residents of Penn Gdns had been consulted


KD
D
7.HDC – alternative sites & boundary changes – Clerk has already responded as per discussions at last meeting (Correspondence item44 /2/02/06)
12.Brian Milton re Footpath 2613 Mill Lane – passed to County Councillor Frank Wilkinson for investigations with Vince Tipper re: adoption of footpath when Fairfield Road houses were constructed. The footpath is in a dreadful state of repair.
15.D. Elgin – bridleway to Muttons Copse Clerk to respond to confirm that the PC is looking into this issue. Chairman, Cllrs Carver & Wood to repair the fence to prevent riders from using footpath near Persimmon pond.
JB/KD
D
19.HDCDRP – Community Safety Workshops – Chairman was to attend but the session had been cancelled. Cllrs Hayler & Clark to attend the session in Pulborough.
20.Nick Herbert MP – open meetings (emailed to Councillors)

22.A. Obee – contract for landscaping. Clerk to respond that contract is the same as last year.







KD
D
23.HDC Tree Officer – recommendation to reduce hedge to rear of Rectory Close to 4m despite PC objection to retain at 7m. Cllr Wood was informed by the owner of the hedge that permission would not be given to reduce the height of the hedge to 4m.
26.WSCC – The Sands resurfacing is scheduled for 2008/09 but the potholes will be filled in shortly
27.Horsham & Chanctonbury PCT – schedule of board meetings. Given to Cllr Carver
30.Washington PC re: proposed landfill at Rock Common Quarry. This was not on the Waste Local Plan and would involve up to 300 vehicle movements per day. Cllrs encouraged to attend the exhibition on 7th March at the Franklin Arms 10.30am – 8pm. Posters exhibited and each councillor has copy of letter from Washington PC.
33.WSCC – rural support in West Sussex survey. Clerk to complete
KD
D
35.Co-op – contribution of £5k to layby costs

36.NHS – appeal against approval for Pharmacy in Ashington, lodged by one of the Pharmacies in Storrington. Clerk to respond in support of the Pharmacy in Ashington








KD
D
37.HDC – LDF Public Examination Period for Ashington starts 5/9/06
7.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

A member of the public spoke at length about DC/06/0139 Demolition of Applegarth and Oak Tree Cottage Billingshurst Road & Erection of 17 x 2 bed flats, 3 x 3 Bed Terraced Houses, 4 x 5/6 bed detached houses. She asked that the Council object to the application on the grounds that the proposed buildings are 3 storey and sited forward of the existing building line and that Ashington was no place for large blocks of flats. The proposed buildings did not ‘respect the character of the surrounding area’. The Chairman thanked her for her comments.
Another member of the public pointed out that there were not enough low cost, affordable homes in Ashington. The Chairman informed her that the Council had fought hard for more to be included in the recent developments but unfortunately this had not happened. He also stated that the need for more low cost affordable homes had been identified in the new Parish Plan and that the plan stated possible locations. It was also stated that plans for 6 flats on the demolition of “Flower Pots“ and “Brookside “ (now withdrawn) and the flats mentioned above as DC/06/0139 were probably in the developers eyes “low cost”, but it was the definition of what is low cost which counts. She then asked where WSCC Ranger had cleared vegetation from (Correspondence no. 5) but WSCC were not able to specify the locations of their works in more detail. She asked where the Speed Indicating Device would be used in Ashington and asked for Hole Street to be included alongside Billingshurst Road and London Road. The Chairman had reminded Inspector Wyeth of this issue. She asked about the proposed bridleway to Muttons Copse and told the Council that she was aware of riders who used footpaths and not bridleways and was keen to develop a new bridleway in order to stop riders using the footpaths stating that the reason they ride on footpaths was because there was not a suitable bridleway and that riders wish to avoid the busy A24. The Chairman, Cllr Carver and the resident would undertake a site visit to look for a suitable route for a new bridleway (included in Parish Plan).

The Neighbourhood Warden reported that there had been some problems with mini motorbikes and scooters recently. Two s59’s had been issued to scooter riders for riding on the wrong side of the carriageway and their scooters would be confiscated if this happened again. The Warden had not managed to catch the street sign removal/damage culprits but had a description of them. He would endeavour to catch them in the act. The Youth Club was currently running well after a few problems and attendance was up on previous weeks. A candidate for the new Wardens position had been offered the job but was yet to accept. He was hopeful that the appointment would be confirmed soon.  Representatives from the Youth Club and the Scouts had met with the Warden to discuss cctv cameras in the area to prevent the minor criminal damage that was occurring. The Chairman reported that Phil Montgomery of HDC had indicated that there were some funds available for extra cameras to be added to the Community Centre cctv system and that the Warden should speak with him and the Community Centre Chairman quickly (before the end of the financial year).

Cllr Wood reported that an empty fire extinguisher had been found in a ditch on Rectory Lane. The Warden had not received any reports of fire extinguishers being stolen from premises.

8.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 15th February and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes of the meeting.

Correspondence

None
Amendments

DC/06/0139 Demolition of Applegarth and Oak Tree Cottage Billingshurst Road & Erection of 17 x 2 bed flats, 3 x 3 Bed Terraced Houses, 4 x 5/6 bed detached houses. Cllr Phillips declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest.
The Parish Council strongly object to this application on the grounds that: the proposed buildings are forward of the existing building line, over-development of the site, not enough parking provision has been made, the Council has concerns over drainage at the site and the protection of the existing mature trees, 3 storey buildings so close to Billingshurst Road would be very imposing, out of keeping with the area and would dwarf neighbouring properties.
Applications 

DC/06/0316 Monza Garage - Fascia sign. The PC had no objections.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/06/0034 29 Hillcrest Drive – porch
DC/05/2977 10 Church Close – conservatory

DC/05/2872 1 Chanctonbury House, Rectory Lane – removal of agricultural occupancy condition

Refusals

DC/05/2735 Medway Cottage, Rectory Place, Rectory Lane – 2 storey side extension
Withdrawals

DC/05/2892 Flowerpots & Brookside - Demolition of existing dwelling and shop and erection of 2 retail units and 6 flats and access
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 15th March 2006.

9.
FINANCE

Correspondence

BCM photocopiers –BCM had telephoned the Clerk to confirm the new charges and that they would be backdated, the Council would be issued with a credit note for any overpayment (see Finance). Confirmation in writing had been received that morning








KD     C/F
Current account signatories – as agreed on 5th January 2006 Cllrs Phillips and Clark to be added – paperwork currently with Cllr Clark

KD    C/F
The Council’s Insurers require an additional premium of £55.46 following the up to date list of assets, values and depreciation rates.
 

KD
D
The Clerk confirms that the quarterly bank reconciliation has been completed and cross checked by Cllr Hayler.
Income 

Environmental Cleansing Grant




£929.88
National Savings Account annual interest


£1177.18

Residents Association – photocopier usage


£18.64

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£15.00
500
(meeting 2nd March 2006 & planning meeting 15th February 2006)






Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£332.60
501
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £257.50
502
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£479.63




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Stamps




£1.42



Print cartridges (inc VAT)


£51.97




Total





£550.02
503
Anti-virus software (inc VAT)




£43.42
504
(as agreed at last meeting)

HDC


Playground Inspection Course

£50

505
(as agreed at last meeting)

Donation to Parish Church for Flower Festival


£50

506
(as agreed at last meeting)

BCM photocopiers






£88.90
507
Cllr B. Norton
Declaration for Land Registry

£7

508
AiRS


renewal of subscription


£40

509
J. Berry 

Photos £29.94



£43.59
510
Conqueror Paper  £3.00
Ink  £10.65
For Calor Village of the Year 10th Anniversary Awards competition
Zurich Insurance
Additional premium



£55.46
511

Land Registry
Survey fee




£40

512

The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Phillips, seconded by Cllr Clark. Agreed by all present.

10.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached
11.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
Cllrs Hayler & Clark to attend the Community Safety Workshop in Pulborough
12. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Stillwell reported that there was a pothole in Hillcrest drive outside the Care Homes. Clerk to report to WSCC





KD
C/F
Cllr Stillwell asked what the new fence on the Recreation Ground was for. She was informed that ACCT had erected the fence to protect the building behind from damage from footballs and to stop youths from climbing onto the roof of the building. The fence was designed so that the youths could use it for football and a goal would be erected in front of it to encourage its use.

The meeting finished at 9.05 pm 

13. The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 6th April 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road, starting with the Annual Assembly.

Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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