
ASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February 2006 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N Clark, J. Gilbert, R. Brennan, K. Wood, K.Hayler, N. Phillips, J. Stillwell

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson

1 member of the public present 

Neighbourhood Warden – Darryn Moulding           

[image: image1]
1
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr N. Carver (Holiday), J. Prichard (work)
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Clark (Youth Club) – Finance section includes a possible grant to the Youth Club 

3
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 5th January 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Wood and seconded by Councillor Clark, and agreed.

4.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

Item 29 & 48
Shopping area – 

HDC have provided guidelines and application forms for the new Section 106 process (see Correspondence item 36). The Clerk had formally written to District Councillor David Jenkins and Hilary Conlon (HDC) to request a meeting to discuss section 106 monies available to Ashington. In response, details of s106 monies for Ashington had been received the previous day which the Chairman had briefly studied and concluded that most of the monies had been paid either to ACCT (for the new Community Centre) or to the PC on handover of land( there was still money to come from Persimmon Homes (balancing pond area and land to the west of footpath 2606 ) and from George Wimpey Homes ( the northern end of the western tree boundary and the Warminghurst Close Play Area) However, it appeared that apart from monies due to be handed over for land maintenance that  £12760 remained in the account and was available for spending. Chairman to study in more detail (on further study around £19k)The Chairman emphasized that it was important for the Council to co-ordinate s106 applications from the village in order to ensure that all projects were prioritized correctly.





JB

C/F
The Chairman and Clerk have prepared a draft Parish Action Plan, to accompany s106 applications, based on the ‘rolling list’ that the Council uses and input from other residents and organizations and had provided the plan to Councillors for comments before the next Council meeting. The Chairman said that positive responses had been received so far and that there was already progress on some issues. The Plan had been discussed with Beverley Turner (HDC) whose feedback had been positive. Beverley Turner had a meeting with AiRS at the end of January to discuss how Ashington could take the plan forward for Consultation within the village without having to undergo a full-scale village appraisal again. A meeting would be arranged with Beverley Turner, which Councillors could attend if they wished.






KD/JB
C/F
The Chairman had received an e mail from the Co-op stating that they will consider offering a financial contribution to the cost of the lay-by construction depending on the costs and proposed plans. The Clerk had sent a copy of the plans to the Co-op but had not had a response.



KD
 C/F

The lifting kerbstone has not yet been repaired. County Councillor Wilkinson will be asked to enquire of Shirley Stone WSCC Highways as to the date of repair.










FW
C/F
County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Chairman that adoption of Turnpike Way is complete and therefore the lifting kerbstone repairs fell to WSCC and not the Developer (see above).





FW
D                                              

Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
And

Item 44:
Warmingshurst Close Play Area. 

Transfer documents for all of the George Wimpey land had been signed and witnessed and the transfers were waiting for the final details to be completed. The Parish Council’s solicitors were dealing with the other transfers
and Cllr Norton would try to speed up the process again.


BN
C/F
Item 34.Posthorses Play Area: Cllr Wood would be fitting the final parts under some swing seats, having received them in the post that morning.
KW    D
Item 35.Naming of Linfield Lane. Andy Flack at HDC has written to the properties that would be affected by the new street name (Hughes Pumps, Rupert Toovey, 1 & 2 Wiston Bungalows) advising them of the proposal and asking for comments. There has been no further progress on this issue.










KD
C/F                                                                                                                       

Item 54 Memorial for "Granny Harris" – The Clerk spoke to Robert Harris on 24th January and reminded him about this issue



KD    C/F

Item 58 Litter bin to be placed outside the Youth Club
- The Chairman had asked HDC for a new litter bin for the Youth Club but HDC do not wish to install an extra litter bin in Ashington because they were undergoing a ‘strategic reduction in bins across the District’. HDC ( Lyndon Johnson Waste Management ) have advised that ‘The youth club waste is chargeable if they want a bin it will have to be with a weekly emptying charge. I think they used to use our green sack system which is probably the cheapest for them’.





KD
D
Item 61 Registration of the land on London Road (rented by Ashington Autos). Cllr Norton had prepared the application and sent it together with a cheque for £110. A couple of queries had been raised by the Land Registry and Cllr Norton was dealing with these.






BN
C/F
Item 63 Duckweed in the balancing pond to the rear of Church Close. The Pond Warden had advised that the best solution was to ‘skim’ the pond with a rake or net to remove the surface duckweed as treatment with chemicals would likely upset the pond ecosystem. Cllr Wood informed the Council that he had a friend who owned a boat and would possibly lend it to the Council. Councillors agreed that if the boat could be borrowed then Cllrs Wood and Carver would undertake the skimming of weed on the pond to the rear of Church Close and the Persimmon pond (subject to approval from the Council’s Insurers).
Councillor Wood stated that he was still trying to make contact with his friend KW
C/F
Item 65 Milestone Plaque –Frank Wilkinson had received a message from Shirley Stone stating that she was still chasing Edburtons for the plaque and would deliver it to the Chairman asap who would then pass it to the Clerk.
            









KD
C/F  
Item 67 Decriminalization of parking –District Councillor Jenkins will tour the village with a qualified highway engineer to deal with the problems of on street parking not yet identified under the new system LAPE which came in to force on the 23 Jan. The Chairman clarified that until the problem parking areas had been highlighted to District Councillor Jenkins it was unlikely that Ashington would be visited by the new Traffic Wardens, however, anyone parking on existing double yellow lines was at risk, albeit slight, of receiving a parking ticket.
KD
C/F
Item 68 New Glass recycling bins – the Clerk has written to HDC pointing out that it was possible to reach into the new glass recycling bins and remove bottles. No response has been received nor was it likely to be received. The Chairman reported that this had happened in Storrington.



KD   D
Item 69 Road sweeping - Councillors had expressed concern that the road sweeper rarely visited Ashington and certainly not every 60 days as per the HDC rota. Lyndon Johnson HDC replied that ‘Ashington is eighteen sweeping days away on the schedule. At present the schedule is suspended due to leaf clearing. It is anticipated that we will be back on scheduled work around the new year therefore Ashington should be done at the end of January / beginning of February.








KD     D
Item 70 HDC – Licensed premises in Ashington – the Clerk has written to HDC about the Social Club not being included in the list of Licensed Premises in Ashington. No response has been received therefore the Clerk has printed a summary of the licencing activities from the HDC website.

KD
D
Item 71 Cllr Prichard reported that the width restriction sign outside the Harris fair property was damaged. The Chairman has informed Shirley Stone of WSCC Highways.








JB        C/F
Item 72 Cllr Wood reported that a number of drain covers on the east side nature trail were lifting and posed a trip hazard. The Clerk has informed Southern Water.










KD
C/F
5. CORRESPONDENCE

1. Rights of Way Action Committee re: bridleways Clerk to ask the author to type letters in the future





KD
D
10. NHS – Approval of Pharmacy in Ashington, waiting for Planning decision
13. HDC - LDF Annual Monitoring Report 04/05 Shows consultation throughout LDF process
15. NW Adams Playground Inspections Cllr Wood asked to read
16. HDC – request to visit PC from HDC Leader & Chief Executive Clerk to respond with dates





KD
C/F
18. HDC – free second-hand plant containers. Cllr Stillwell asked for more information which was given.
23. Local Area Parking Enforcement – from HDC website. Cllr Phillips asked to read
24. West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service Action Plan. Cllr Stillwell asked to read
27. Ashington Social Club Premises Licence – from HDC website. See Item 70 above
28. Letter from Mary Davis re bridleway to Muttons Copse – include in the Parish Plan – Clerk to respond that this request is already included in the new Parish Plan






KD
D
29. WSCC Highways – email re LAPE in Ashington. The Chairman confirmed that the Council had responded to this letter (see Item 67)
30. WSCC Waste Plan cancellation of Public Enquiry

31. Friends of Lodge Hill... invitation for two councillors to attend AGM Friday 5th May 2006.  Cllr Clark to attend. Clerk to respond.










KD
D
34. WSCC – footpath and layby costs (see Finance)
35. Horsham South NPT – update. The Council had agreed a contribution of £100 towards a SID and the first SID was now on order.
36. HDC – section 106 information, procedures, timetables etc
37. WSCC – Highways & Transport Works Programme 2006/07. No major new works were proposed. Clerk to respond that resurfacing of The Sands was once again omitted and was now becoming a problem
KD
D
39. WSCC – extra urban grass cuts for 2006, free of charge. WSCC had previously provided 7 cuts free of charge and the Council had paid for an extra 4 cuts each year (£650). In 2006 WSCC will provide 11 cuts free of charge after consultation with the public highlighted this issue to be very important.
41. Email re: What have the Harris Family done for Ashington? Cllr Stillwell asked to read. The Council declined to respond.
42. Email from Harry Mousdell re: why is Pulborough in addresses for Ashington? Chairman had responded that the Council had pursued this in the past but there was nothing that could be done as Pulborough is the closest postal town. The Vice Chairman suggested that Pulborough be omitted from Ashington addresses by the author of the letter.
43. HDC – Planning Training Sessions for Parishes. Cllr Hayler may wish to attend
44. HDC – Local Development & Transport Advisory Group – agenda for 31st January 2006 and minutes of 14th June 2005. The Chairman explained that this document contained information on sites suggested by developers and land owners during LDF consultation that had been omitted from the published LDF. The Council object to the sites listed on the grounds that: outside the BUAB, overdevelopment, village services could not sustain the increase in housing, traffic entry/exit would be from Ivy Lane/Rectory Lane and Billingshurst Road which were not suitable and the extra houses would place enormous stress on the drainage in that area of the village. Clerk to respond.



KD
D
45. HDC – Horsham On Ice poster 16-18 February 2006. Cllr Stillwell asked for more information.The Chairman stated that the poster had been exhibited on the noticeboard outside of the school.
6.
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

There had been an increase in the number of incidents of low-level anti-social behaviour in the past few weeks involving street signs being removed, fences damaged, garden items damaged or removed elsewhere. The Wardens had the names of the suspects and descriptions but had no hard evidence. The youths in question had been spoken to and the damage had stopped for now.
The Warden was working on plans for the new half-pipe skate ramp and had met with HDC to discuss funding through the HDC Youth Capital Budget and through Awards for All.

Interviews for new Wardens would take place on 15th February.

The damage to the fence at the rear of Aladdins Cave had been reported to the owner as there were some safety concerns due to the gas canisters on the premises.

Cllr Wood had found a spare traffic bollard beside the sub-station on London Road. Councillors agreed that he should remove the bollard as it would be tempting for the youths.

The Chairman stated that until a second Warden was appointed the Police would be patrolling the village more frequently to coincide with off duty periods of the existing Warden. This was to discourage further anti-social behaviour.
7.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 18th January and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes of the meeting.

Correspondence

Section 106 application forms and procedures have been received (Correspondence Item 36)
Notice of Appeal – DC/05/1881 – Land East of 10 Timberlea Close

Amendments

None

Applications 

DC/06/0139 Demolition of Applegarth and Oak Tree Cottage Billingshurst Road & Erection of 17 x 2 bed flats, 3 x 3 Bed Terraced Houses, 4 x 5/6 bed detached houses. The Parish Council Object to this application on the grounds that: there is inadequate parking provision – only one space/garage per unit and extra vehicles will be forced to park in Billingshurst Road which will create a hazard, the Council is concerned over the fate of the trees on the site, the Council has concerns over the provision of drainage/sewage as the site is lower than the surrounding area and no provision for a sewage pumping station has been made and the Council feels that an extra 5 units compared to that previously agreed in DC/04/0463 is overdevelopment of the site.
DC/06/0152 4 Fairfield Road - single storey rear extension to form breakfast area. Two storey extension to side to form new garage and bedroom. The Parish Council had no objections to this application.
DC /06/0235 8 Church Close...Loft conversion including rear dormer window and velux rooflights. The Parish Council had no objections to this application.










KD
D
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/05/2603 Erection of a single storey lean to log store – Oast House Barn, Billingshurst Road
Refusals

None
Withdrawals

DC/05/2892 Flowerpots & Brookside, London Road, Ashington
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 15th February 2006. Cllr Norton sent his apologies in advance.

8.
FINANCE

Correspondence

The Council had agreed to obtain three estimates (Edburtons, Maltaward and one other) for installing a footpath from the north west corner of the landscaped area in front of the shopping area to the car park. The Clerk has contacted Edburtons who are too busy and not prepared to undertake such a small project. The Chairman would like to propose that the Clerk contact smaller companies for quotes. The Chairman is still waiting for permission from the landowner for the Council to undertake this work. The Chairman said that the approximate cost would be £600-700 and that an application for s106 funds for the footpath should be made to HDC before 10th March so that it could be included in the agenda for the Panel meeting of 11th April. The Chairman stated that there was probably insufficient funds in the s106 account to pay for the construction of the layby until the redevelopment of Oak tree Cottage/Applegarth had taken place.
(Subsequent investigation into Section 106 funds show probably sufficient for full scheme )







KD
C/F
BCM photocopiers – the Clerk is still waiting for confirmation, in writing, that the quarterly charge is reduced to @£45.




KD     C/F
Current account signatories – as agreed on 5th January 2006 Cllrs Phillips and Clark to be added – paperwork currently with Cllr Clark

KD    C/F
Cllr Norton had prepared an up to date list of assets, values and depreciation rates. Clerk to inform the Council’s Insurers and update the Council’s Asset register. Cllr Norton proposed that any assets less than £100 in value should not be insured. Agreed by all.






KD
C/F
The Chairman proposed that a donation of £5 be made to Ashington Methodist Church for the use of the vestry for planning meetings. Agreed by all.
HDC has arranged a training course entitled ‘Inspecting Children’s Playgrounds’ and the Chairman proposed that Cllr Wood attend. Cost is £50. Agreed by all.
Cllr Clark left the room.

Application for a grant of £400 to Ashington Youth Club to contribute towards the cost of their annual insurance premium, includes an account of their own fund raising for 2006, last years accounts, their activities and targets (included within the budget). If agreed, cost to be allocated to Section 137 (class 8) expenditure and Councillors to agree that the direct benefit is commensurate with the expenditure incurred. Cllr Norton pointed out that the Village of the Year prize money had not yet been spent in full and could be used to fund this grant. The Youth Club was currently only opening one night per week as it required more volunteers in order to be able to re-open a second night. The grant was agreed by all.
Cllr Clark was invited to return to the meeting.

Councillors were requested to agree the cost of the flower containers for this summer. 50 containers at £9.50 per container. Total cost of plants £475 (included within the budget). The cost has been £9.00 per container for the last 3 years but heating costs have risen. Cost is agreed under powers given in Section 96, Highways Act 1980. Agreed by all
Request from Church of St Peter and St Paul for a grant towards Flower Festival to be held 30th June to 2nd July 2006 (PC agreed to give £30 in 2004), the Chairman proposed to increase to £50 this year if Councillors agreed. The grant would pay for flowers for an arrangement to be produced on behalf of the Council and would also contribute towards the cost of running the event. If agreed, cost to be allocated to Section 137 (class 5) expenditure and Councillors to agree that the direct benefit is commensurate with the expenditure incurred. Agreed by all.
Friends of Lodge Hill... request for the PC to renew subscription for 2006 Group subscription £45. If agreed, cost to be allocated to Section 137 (class 9) expenditure and Councillors to agree that the direct benefit is commensurate with the expenditure incurred. This is a well used facility, supporting young people and subscriptions helped to keep the facility open. Agreed by all.
The Council’s Anti-virus software is out of date on the Clerks laptop. The Clerk would like to suggest purchasing a 2 year Firewall and Virus protection package – AVG 7.1 which she has had on trial for a short period of time. Since the Clerks personal email address has been published she has received a larger than normal number of spurious emails potentially containing viruses. Cost £31 for 2 years with updates and email helpline support included. The cost includes software licence for up to 5 computers should Councillors own computers need virus protection. Agreed by all. Cllr Wood requested that the software be installed on his home computer.
Income 

None
Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£15.00
490
(meeting 2nd February 2006 & planning meeting 18th January 2006)






Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£332.60
491
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £257.50
492
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£479.63
493



Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Stamps




£8.64



Total





£505.27

John Berry

photos & Stationery for Parish Plan
£18.59
494
Ken Wood

cement for road sign


£4.69

495
(as per minutes of 3/11/05)

Inland Revenue
tax & NI




£91.80
489
WSCC

additional grass cuts for 2005

£632.84
496
PWL


January payment



£3110.13
BACS

Local Council Administration textbook



£52.29
493
(as per minutes 1/12/05)
HDC – Neighbourhood Wardens




£22,250
497

Under powers of Local Government and Ratings Act 1997, part III s31

Ashington Youth Club grant




£400

498
Friends of Lodge Hill subscription




£45

499

The Clerk requested approval for a transfer of £22,250 from Deposit to Current accounts to cover the cost of the Neighbourhood Wardens invoice. Agreed by all.

Cllr Phillips suggested that the invoice for the Neighbourhood Wardens not be paid until the Council had secured the s106 funds that HDC were holding.
There followed: CONSIDERATION OF STANDING ORDER 68

"To be moved that in view of the items to be discussed being of a confidential nature that the public and accredited press be excluded from the meeting and that they be instructed to withdraw" 
Proposed: Councillor N. Clark, Seconded by Councillor B. Norton

Discussion minuted separately but not for public display

The Chairman re-convened the meeting and the member of the public was invited to return.

The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Phillips, seconded by Cllr Norton. Agreed by all present.

9.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

Previously Circulated. The Chairman confirmed that interviews for a new Neighbourhood Warden would take place on 15th February 2006 and that candidates had been given the ‘old’ job description and not the amended version that was not yet approved. In the future there may be some amendments to the job description eg when the Clean Neighbourhood & Environment Act comes into force but at present the job description was unchanged. The Steyning Neighbourhood Warden had changed his mind about returning to Ashington and therefore a new Warden would be sought.
Cllr Hayler asked the Chairman if he would be explaining the increase in the Parish Precept in the next village newsletter as she felt that his short explanation in the last newsletter was not sufficient. The Chairman explained that he would happily discuss the issue with the public or press, if asked, but that the newsletter was already tight for space and a fuller explanation would mean other information being omitted.

Cllr Hayler asked the Chairman if the CLC meetings were important for a representative of the Council to attend. Frank Wilkinson attends the meetings and reports back to the Council if issues affect Ashington however Cllr Hayler could attend if she wanted.

10.
MEETINGS:

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
11.  
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

Cllr Stillwell expressed concern that the Fire Brigade had, allegedly, taken 40 minutes to arrive at the recent fire in Cricketers Close. In informal discussions with a Fire Officer she had heard that Ashington was not well served by the Fire Service – the nearest stations all being unmanned. The target time set by the Fire Service to reach a fire is 7 minutes, County Councillor Wilkinson stated that Storrington Fire Station had a target of 5 minutes to reach a fire. The Clerk was asked to contact Paul Daly, Horsham Fire Station to ask for details about the level of service Ashington should expect.




KD
C/F
Cllr Stillwell was concerned that Bridge Garage were washing cars on the forecourt and that the water was running onto the main road and footpath and could cause a hazard in freezing conditions. The Chairman reported that he had contacted  HDC twice (Lisa Merry) about the lack of a proper wash bay and the fact that the garage was selling vehicles outside of the forecourt area. JB
C/F
Cllr Clark pointed out that the Hillcrest drive sign had been removed (see Neighbourhood Warden report above). The Chairman stated that the Warden had since replaced it and the Timberlea Close sign that had also been damaged had been reported.

Cllr Wood asked if a Church Lane sign was needed on the south side of the junction of Church Lane / London Road as visitors to the village from the north had problems finding the Church and the Community Centre. The Chairman pointed out that there was a reflective Parish Church sign prominent at the junction that could be seen from north and south and that there is a sign opposite the junction pointing to the Church and the Community Centre. Councillors felt that there was no need for another sign.

Clerk to report to WSCC the pothole in the footpath at the junction of Morleys / Church Lane.







KD
C/F

The meeting finished at 8.50 pm 

12 The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 2nd March 2006 at the Methodist Church London Road, starting with the Annual Assembly.

Signed………………………

Date……………………….
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