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Minutes of Ashington Parish Council Finance Committee Meeting held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 15th April 2009
Present: Councillors K Hayler, B S Norton, N Carver and R Brennan
Parish Clerk K Dare

No apologies received from Councillor N Clark 
Members of the public – 0
Declarations of Interest - None

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and approve the accounts as prepared by the Clerk for the financial year (2008/2009).

Councillors asked the Clerk to make a small number of minor presentation amendments including: showing more detail of the grants received and of the ‘other’ administration costs so these items could be better understood. Other amendments included showing all receipts & payments of First Responders funds, explaining that the Singer & Friedlander funds may not be fully recovered, Councillors have waived the right to receive the Councillors Basic Allowance, removing any payment categories where expenditure had been zero for the last 2 years.

Councillor Norton suggested that the Clerk deduct the cost of the new play area and the cost of the new cctv camera (invoices for payment not yet received) from the reserves calculation as these are liabilities that will need to be met shortly.
The Clerk pointed out that the budgeting process had been reasonably accurate, few budgets were excessively over or under spent and that the process was becoming more accurate every year. Cllr Hayler suggested that the Clerk add detail to the budget sheet showing in percentage terms how accurate the budgeting process had been.
Councillors thanked the Clerk for preparing a comprehensive and detailed set of accounts.

The accounts will be presented to the full Council on 7th May for approval before being sent off to the Internal and then External Auditor.

Meeting finished at 8.15pm
Signed………………………
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