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Minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors K. Hayler (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), K. Wood, J. Stillwell, R. Brennan, T. Kearney, L. Horton, N. Clark, M. Woolley,  N. Carver
Parish Clerk Karen Dare
County Councillor Frank Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Warden Paul Conroy

Three members of the public

[image: image2]
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr D. Harbour (personal) & District Councillor Roger Arthur (business)

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Kearney declared a personal, prejudicial interest in Planning Application DC/08/2075 as his daughter lives next to the applicant.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th September 2008 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Norton and seconded by Councillor Brennan, and agreed.
REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS
Reported Crime and anti-social behaviour for the month of September as indicated in the signal incidents report from Horsham Police are as follows:
Report of Resident’s Window being broken in Foster Lane.

2 Reports of Nuisance Vehicles involving London Rd and The Roundabout at the North end of London Rd. This matter was raised at the Residents Association meeting and residents were encouraged to report this behaviour to the Police using their non-emergency number.

Cllr Wood reported that 2 vehicles in Fairfield Road had been vandalised.
Anti – Social Behaviour

We have been monitoring a group of youths who regularly meet and drink in various areas of the Recreation Ground who have at times caused a noise nuisance. On the whole they are well behaved but could be perceived as intimidating and whom generally do not set a good example to the majority of young people who increasingly use the recreation Ground in their Leisure Time. It is particularly heartening to see that children have the confidence to play and relax in this area and more importantly that their parents feel it safe for them to do so .In order that this may continue we are working closely with the Parish Council and the Community Centre Trust and there are proposals to erect signs in strategic areas to prohibit the consumption of Alcohol. This would greatly assist us and deter such anti-social behaviour.
Community Projects.

We are planning a follow up session to the successful Drugs Awareness Session that took place in Ashington School .We are starting to engage with the Parents of the group who witnessed the tragic accident of one of our young adults recently with a view of setting up a support group as part of this proposed session. The Mother of the victim has offered to help in any way that she can.

Proposals to turn the Willard Room into a small Fitness Gym for the Young people of Ashington are to be put to the Community Centre Trust Committee. Funding for the decoration and installation of equipment will be sought Via Horsham District Council. We would hope the Parish Council will fully support the worthwhile venture. Both Wardens are qualified fitness instructors and can supervise gym activities.
The first Freetime Street Dance Taster session has now been confirmed and will take place at Ashington First School on Thursday November 6th.It is hoped to stimulate enough interest to run a weekly session to compliment the boys Freetime Football on Friday Evenings. The sessions will be run by HDC’s dance co-ordinator.
Wardens will be on hand to support the arrival of the Snack Wagon on Thursday evenings after October half term.
The Chairman reported that the monthly Wardens meetings were working well and the Parish Council were very satisfied with the Wardens activities.
REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
County Councillor Wilkinson reported that:
1. He had received a petition from some Turnpike Way residents asking for a pinch point to be installed. Highway managers had suggested that this wait until the new layby is built, post box and cycle rack moved (although this has not been agreed yet) to see what impact these measures would have. Turnpike Way is narrow and a pinch point may not be possible.

2. He had responded again to the Boundary Committee’s recent consultation and the Chairman confirmed that Ashington Residents Association had written to its members encouraging them to respond.

3. The new London Road layby was due to start on 20th October and The Sands resurfacing on 31st October.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Still waiting for Wimpey to complete their part of the agreement. Registration of the land transfer from Persimmons was now complete. The documents reveal that the hedgerow and ditch along the northern edge of the School does not belong to the Parish Council as previously thought. The School own the hedgerow and the Clerk was asked to write to the School to confirm this and to ask that they arrange for the hedgerow to be cut (passing on details of the quote the Parish Council had received fro Mark Adsett)

KD/BN
C/F

The Sands/Viney Close – Persimmons solicitors have once again chased their client for agreement.







C/F
Item 141 Play Area Grant

Plans are almost finalised – the play area design is being fine tuned and will achieve the £30,000 budget.

ACCT are happy for the project to proceed but the Parish Council needs to have the formal lease signed before it can sign the Project Contract with HDC – it seems that signed Letters of Agreement are not sufficient to allow us to proceed. The Clerk is chasing ACCT to get the Lease prepared asap.

Councillors should be aware that the project will generate the following costs payable by the Parish Council:

One-off costs: cctv camera £1971 (agreed at last meeting), Lease preparation @£500

Annual costs: Litter Warden @£200, grass & hedge cutting @£600, cctv camera servicing/maintenance @£150, insurance @£200, maintenance @£500, safety inspections @£75, rent £12, capital replacement budget £1000 = @£2737.

Realistically it will add £2500 to the Parish Council’s budget each year which is equivalent to £2.30 per Band D household per year.
Councillors recognised that this project satisfied a need for the older youngsters in the village and that the Parish Council were best placed to manage this facility. It was agreed by all to approve the projected annual expenditure and approve the cost of preparation of the lease. As soon as the lease is ready it will be presented to Council for approval.






KD
C/F
Item 150 Private School, Billingshurst Road

The matter will be discussed again at the 21st October HDC Development Control Committee meeting (2pm in Horsham). Cllrs Stillwell, Hayler, Woolley & Norton  are available to attend and speak on behalf of the Council and other Councillors & residents are encouraged to attend.




 KD
C/F
A meeting was held between the Parish Council, District Councillors, School representatives and HDC Planning Officer on 8th October 2008. All parties seemed to accept that no community benefit could be found after many long months of trying. District Councillors would have to consider whether they could approve the application despite this but this would breach their own planning policy CP5. If they did feel that this was an exceptional case then they could approve the application with agreement that s106 funds (to the value of the proposed Parish Office) are provided to meet future needs of Ashington and these funds would be solely for use by Ashington. It is noted that Planning Officers still recommend that the application is refused. The School did suggest that they pay for drainage work to be undertaken on the school field to enable its use as a football pitch and they would like to use the pitch on occasions. The Council agreed that this was a private matter that the School should discuss with WSCC.

It was agreed that the Clerk write again to members of the Development Control South Committee stressing that approval of the application would breach their own planning policies, the location is unsuitable for development of this kind and formally respond to HDC Planning Officer.



KD
C/F
Item 172 Picnic Bench, Posthorses Play Area

The CLC approved the grant application and the new picnic bench will be purchased & installed asap.






To list
Item 176 Play Area Inspector

The Clerk has delivered letters asking for a volunteer – no response yet. Further letters will be delivered if there is no response in a week.

KD
C/F
Item 177 Football Goal

It was agreed at the last meeting that ACCT be contacted to see if they could accommodate this facility and applications for grants be made. No progress.











To list
Item 178 Hearing Loop

Cllr Clark has discovered that these vary in price from around £100 to £900 and offer various features. A portable hearing loop for a 35m2 room would cost £295 but there would be additional cost for microphones. ACCT have a loop installed in their main hall but this is fully booked every Thursday night and could not be used by the Parish Council. Cllr Clark agreed to ask a supplier to demonstrate the facility within the Methodist Hall and the member of the public volunteered to help test the loop. Cllr Norton may also be able to borrow a loop and could bring it to the hall for testing.





BN/NCl
C/F 
Item 179 Overgrowing vegetation near Ivy Lane
A dead tree and brambles overgrowing the footpath near to Ivy Lane were reported at the last meeting. Cllr Wood had removed the vegetation and Cllr Norton agreed to collect and dispose of it.



BN
D
Item 180 Freedom of Information

A new generic Model has been published by the Information Commissioners Office and all Parish Councils are required to adopt it by 1st January 2009. The Model lists the type of information that must be made available and gives a Model publication scheme detailing information that should be publicly available. The Parish Council already publishes this information on its website and displays notices about how to obtain information from the Clerk. It was proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Stillwell that the Model Scheme be adopted unchanged. Agreed by all. The Clerk will have to prepare new notices and display them in the noticeboards.







KD
D
CORRESPONDENCE
For action:
1. Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes to the draft regional Spatial Strategy for the South East of England. The Chairman has read and circulated comments and it was agreed that she prepare a response on behalf of the Council.





KH
D
2. From Brian Milton, Stoneleigh, Mill Lane – requesting that the Parish Council trim the oak tree and remove the horse chestnut tree from land adjacent to his property. Cllr Wood reported that the oak tree was @300 years old and that there is no TPO on it. There was concern expressed about possible root damage to foundations. It was agreed that the Clerk find an arboriculturalist and ask for advice and that the Clerk investigate the pussy willow growing in the area.



KD
C/F
3. SEERA – Partial Review of the South East Plan – gypsy and traveller accommodation needs

4. NHS Constitution – draft for public consultation. Several Councillors took copies to read and would respond asap.
5. Mr Gibert – Malthouse Farm. Is looking for the Council’s opinion on his proposal to create a lake near the stream adjacent to the A24. The excavated soil would be used to create a bund to reduce noise levels from the A24. The lake would form part of the village flood defences, taking water from the stream in times of flood. The Environment Agency would be involved in the plans. The Council were generally non-committal on the idea without seeing the plans but recognised that planning permission would be required, the Environment Agency would need to be consulted as would WSCC and that at this stage no decisions could be made. It was agreed that the Clerk write to the owner to make these points and ask that once plans are drawn the Council is consulted again.

KD
D
6. Communities & Local Government – Consultation on the making & enforcement of Byelaws
For information:
1. The Boundary Committee are seeking views on two possible options – Ashington or Itchingfield moves to Billingshurst Division. The Clerk has contacted those people who responded to the first consultation and asked them to submit their views again. The Residents Association has sent a letter to its members encouraging them to express their views.
We await the final decisions.






C/F
2. HDC Development Control minutes & agenda
3. HALC & HDC meeting 27th October – a volunteer is needed to attend as the Chairman has another engagement

4. SALC Annual Report & Accounts

5. Town & Parish Standard – bulletin from Standards Board

6. HDC Council meeting minutes & agenda

7. Ashington Youth Club – suggesting that if funds become available further cctv cameras could be purchased

8. Petition to WSCC from some Turnpike Way residents asking for a pinch point to be installed also a petition asking for the postbox to be relocated – the Clerk is already pursuing this.
9. Invitation to attend Sustainable Community strategy event run by HDC

10. Sussex Police - Change in District Commander

11. Invitation to attend The State of Debate Democracy Day organised by WSCC

12. HDC – use of s106 funds for Transport projects – the Clerk has checked this document and the details relating to the layby on London Road are correct

General


1. Partnership News
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
Members of the public had nothing to add.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee did not meet in September as there were no applications.
Correspondence
New enforcement complaints: EN/08/0569 Unauthorised change of use of land to store motor vehicles - Woods Cottage, Muttons Lane. Case Closed as the owner is now in compliance.
Amendments

None

Applications
Cllr Kearney did not speak on this issue.

DC/08/2075 Conservatory to rear – 12 Turnpike Way. The Council support this application.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/08/1717 Erection of new party wall to divide existing shop and erection of building to rear to facilitate new toilets – Clearview House, London Road
DC/08/1539 Conservatory – Rectory Cottage, Rectory Lane

Refusals 

DC/08/1689 Change of use of field to domestic curtilage – 2 Normans Cottages
DC/08/1719 Change of use and alterations from shop/toilets to form a new single bed apartment adjoining existing apartments – Clearview House, London Road. We are advised by that HDC are recommending refusal because Ashington is a Category 2 settlement and ‘the proposal has not been justified through need or sustainability criteria.  Therefore it is considered that the proposal fails to comply with policy CP5 of the Core Strategy’. This is contrary to the Parish Council’s approval of the application.
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 15th October 2008 at 7.00pm.
FINANCE

In light of recent news from the banking world with regard to HBOS being purchased by Lloyds TSB and Alliance & Leicester being purchased by Abbey (Santander) it was proposed that, contrary to previous decision to open HBOS and A&L accounts in order to spread Council funds and minimise risk, it would be prudent to put funds into National Savings where there is no risk. Currently National Savings are paying 4.4% interest on balances of >£50k.
KD
C/F
The Chairman reported that the Council’s bank Kaupthing Singer & Friedlander (UK) had been put into administration within the last 2 days. The Council had resolved on 2nd July to move some money out of this bank account, however, preparation of the paperwork and the fact that it is a 90 day notice account meant that the money had not been withdrawn in time. Many local Councils had been affected by this and it was simply a case of waiting to see what will happen with the bank and the Council’s money. It was agreed that the Clerk,Chairman & Cllr Norton prepare a Press Release to be issued 14th October in time for the weeks local papers. Cllr Norton pointed out that when the Council first opened the account it was a long established English bank and that only in the last few years had it been taken over by an Icelandic company. No Council tax payers money was held in this account.






KD
C/F
The Clerk reports that the Chairman has checked and signed the quarterly bank reconciliation.
The Clerk reports that there are currently no areas of budgetary overspend although with the cheques listed below the stationery budget will be fully spent. This is due to extra paper and print cartridges for the mass of files received electronically rather than paper copies.
Correspondence
Storrington PC – in light of reductions in the HDC Environmental Cleansing Grant to Parishes they have given HDC notice that they will no longer undertake this task on behalf of HDC effective from 31st December 2008 unless full recompense is offered by HDC.
At this point Cllr Wood declared a personal prejudicial interest in this matter and did not speak as it became apparent during discussions that the Litter Warden (his wife) may be affected by the Council’s decisions.
Councillors agreed to discuss this matter at the next meeting.

C/F
Income
Donation to Ashington 1st Responders from Fairfield Road residents £100
Precept £33,850

The Clerk requests approval for a bank transfer of £30,000 from current to deposit accounts. Agreed by all.





KD
D
Persimmon Homes
£27,958.33 + £192.43 – Land transfer lump sums

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Transfer of funds to National Savings account


£17,000
824

Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

825

(meeting 2nd & 9th October £17)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
826
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £281.19
827
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£716.13*




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Stationery




£97.96



Total





£831.09
828
*The Clerks salary is higher than normal this month due to new Tax Codes being issued from 1st October and backdated to 1st April 2008. The Clerks normal salary will be £637.73 each month until the end of the financial year.

WSCC

Clerks pension



£168.91
829
DJ Flynn

watering hanging baskets


£152.75
830
SP Services

First Responders equipment

£223.84
831
Marsh Ferriman
Solicitors fees for land transfer

£2569.29
832
K. Wood

play area repairs



£7.99

833
HDC


Dog bin emptying



£83.20
834
Inland Revenue
tax & NI




£300.36
835
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.

MEETINGS

The Chairman has attended: CLC, HALC, HCDRP, Steering group and Wardens meetings notes of which have been circulated to Councillors.
Cllrs Stillwell, Norton, Kearney & Harbour attended the 8th October meeting re: Item 150

Cllr Horton had attended the recent Residents Association meeting.

Cllr Harbour had attended the ACCT meeting and had circulated notes to Councillors.
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Kearney reported that the drains on the southern slip road were once again blocked. Clerk to report to Highways.




KD
To list
Cllr Wood informed Councillors that that Autumn Clean Up was scheduled for 25th October 2008.
The Clerk was reminded that the Indian Cottage noticeboard did not have the most up to date Council Minutes.





KD
D
Cllr Norton reported that at long last the remedial work outside the electricity sub-station near Linfield Lane had been completed to the Council’s satisfaction.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 6th November 2008 at the Methodist Church, London Road.

The meeting finished at 8.50pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	85
	Results from Village Survey
	Cllr Hayler leading Steering Group

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	129
	Sands path hedgerow / Willard Way hedge
	To be cut by Mark Adsett in Feb 09 (following advice from WSCC), also hedgerow between school and Willard Way

	143
	CCTV camera
	Bob Swift (WSCC) has agreed that the lamp be turned slightly to face the camera and one face be shielded to reduce glare Feb 08

Camera stolen August 2008, Clerk will ask Kestrel to quote for repairs and complete insurance forms. Offender caught, pleaded guilty, sentenced to 100 hours community service.

	149
	Pond Survey
	Clerk to take action on recommendations.

	150
	Speeding, Billingshurst Road
	Waiting for results of trials of vehicle Active sign in Crawley. Frank Wilkinson to update.

	156
	Co-op – 
staff parking and delivery times, frequency

Signs to stop long term parking

Move postbox to London Road

Waiting restrictions for ‘little layby’ opp. Shop car park

Parking lines in the shopping area car park need repainting
	Monitoring complaints from Turnpike Way residents

Management company investigating (August 08)

Royal Mail investigating (contacted Aug 08)

Will be done Oct 08 when new London Rd layby is constructed 

Email owners 16th June 2008

	169
	Decorative Signs
	History Group to investigate

	
	Layby at shopping area
	Waiting for contractor to start Oct 2008

	
	Sewage in balancing pond rear of Aladdins Cave? Very smelly
	Reported to Southern Water 16th June

	
	there appears to be no fire hydrant near Church Close – Clerk to write to Sussex Fire Brigade


	Fire Service responded that Ashington is adequately covered by fire hydrants and that these are inspected regularly. D

	
	Height of Church Lane hedge is reducing visibility
	Passed to ACCT. D


WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe. 

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Has been felled, April 08. Awaiting replacement

	Overgrowing vegetation:

Meiros House
Trees opposite Turnpike Way

Northern A24 slip roads
	9 January 2008
25th March 2008

9th June 2008

8 August 2008
	Reported to Mark 
Whitwell by email

Email to Highway Rangers

Email to Highway Rangers

Email to Highway Rangers
	

	Missing green metal bollards:

Church Lane, Rectory Lane, Hillcrest Drive, The Close junctions with London Road

Request for bollards outside 1 & 2 Broadbridge Cottages to stop parking on verge
	27th March 2008

5th June 2008 sent a reminder

27th March 2008

5th June 2008 sent a reminder


	Reported to WSCC Highways

Reported to WSCC Highways
	Will be done when London Road layby is constructed

	The 30mph sign is missing from Hillcrest Drive, near to Timberlea Close
	9th July 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways
	

	The drains are blocked on the northbound off slip road at the south of the village


	9th July 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways
	Done

	Resurfacing of part of Mill Lane
	July 2008
	Will be done when new layby is built, no cost
	

	Hole Street/Water Lane, Wiston – large lorries using as shortcut to avoid Washington roundabout
	To CLC agenda for September 08
	Clerk has asked Matthew Evans to put on agenda
	

	Sign beside A24 at Mill Lane junction discouraging crossing at that point
	WSCC are designing a sign and will pass to the PC for approval
	July 08
	

	2 chestnut trees on the east side of Billingshurst Road near Holmbush Park were dead and overhanging electricity cables and the road.
	WSCC finding out who the trees belong to
	July 08
	

	Dead end sign on Old London Road
	WSCC to trim back vegetation and look at possibly moving the sign
	8 August 2008
	

	Light overhanging highway outside Indian Cottage
	Reported to HDC Enforcement Officer a very long time ago
	Reported directly to WSCC Highways 8 August 2008
	

	some large white concrete blocks had been placed on the highway verge opposite the entrance to Holmbush House, Old London Road
	Reported to Highways Sept 08
	
	


Ashington Parish Council
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