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Minutes of the meeting held on 7th May 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors K. Hayler (Chairman), B. Norton, D. Harbour, R. Brennan, N. Carver, J. Stillwell, M. Woolley, N. Clark, K. Wood
Parish Clerk Karen Dare

District Councillor Roger Arthur

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Warden Paul Conroy

Three members of the public

[image: image2]
130/09 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr T. Kearney (holiday).

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr. Karen Hayler was nominated by Cllr. Carver and Seconded by Cllr. Stillwell. There being no other nominations Cllr. Karen Hayler was unanimously elected as Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance of office. Cllr Hayler then took the Chair for the rest of the meeting.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


Cllr. Malcolm Woolley was nominated by Cllr. Hayler and Seconded by Cllr. Norton. There being no other nominations Cllr. Malcolm Woolley was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.

Cllr Hayler thanked Cllr Norton for doing an excellent job as Vice Chairman for many years and being such good support to the Council and herself. 

ALLOCATION OF COMMITTEES
The following Councillors were elected to serve on following Committees.

a. Finance – Councillors B. Norton (Chairman), N. Carver, K. Hayler, R. Brennan and N. Clark.

b. Planning - Councillors M. Woolley (Chairman), B. Norton, N. Carver, K. Wood, T. Kearney and J. Stillwell

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Ashington Community Centre - Cllr. Hayler was duly elected as an Observer.

Horsham District Association of Local Councils - Cllrs. N. Clark and K. Hayler.

Ashington Youth Club – Cllr. Hayler (observer)

BTCV (Tree Warden scheme) – Cllr. Wood

Ashington Residents Association Committee – Cllr. Harbour

Parish Plan Steering Group – Cllrs Clark, Stillwell, Harbour, Hayler & Woolley.

Agreed by all present.

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR 2009-2010
The Clerk had circulated a proposed list of dates. Agreed by all.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Clerk confirmed that there were no amendments to the Code that had been previously adopted by the Council. Councillors confirmed their adoption of the Code of Conduct.

ANNUAL REVIEW & APPROVAL OF STANDING ORDERS
The Clerk confirmed that there were no amendments to the Standing Orders that had been previously adopted by the Council. Councillors confirmed their adoption of the Standing Orders.

REVIEW OF REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

The Clerk had provided all Councillors with new Register of Members Interests documents and asked Councillors to complete and return before the end of the meeting.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllrs Hayler, Harbour & Clark all declared personal prejudicial interests in the application for a grant from Ashington Youth Club.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd April 2009 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Norton and seconded by Councillor Brennan, and agreed.

REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS

Reported Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 

Reported incidents of Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour for the Month of March were as follows:
Damage - Male youth had thrown a brick through window of a property & was being detained by his own friends. Male was arrested.
Nuisance Motor Vehicle - Informant reported ongoing problem with 2 vehicles gathering in the Foster Lane area & playing loud music (VRM's recorded)

Non reported Anti-Social Behaviour

In relation to the above problem of noise from vehicles, we have encouraged residents to report incidents to the Police and submissions have been logged on the West Sussex Police Website linked to Operation Crackdown. Local Police officers are aware and section 59 Warnings will be issued if the problem continues. We have intervened when witnessing such incidents and given cautions and advice. As regards the large groups of youths gathering in the Foster Lane area we have engaged with them and with the assistance of both Street Scene Wardens and a local P.C.S.O have carried out Parental visits and given strong words of advice to the young people concerned. 

Community

The Street Dance session for girls at Ashington First School has been a success with an attendance rate of 15 on average per session. The session caters for the age group 8-12yrs.The initial taster session catering for Age Group 13yrs – 18yrs received little interest but we plan to kickstart this again after the May Half Term Break. A presentation to Parents has been planned for the younger group and sessions will continue after half term.

Ashington Fun Run moves on at a pace and the planning for the Spring Fayre is in its initial stages.

REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
District Councillor Roger Arthur reported that trials had begun in Steyning of the new mixed, dry recycling collections using new side loading vehicles. New blue lid wheelie bins had been issued to 1000 homes and all recyclables (including glass, paper, card, tetrapak etc) could be put in the bin together. The collections were then taken to WSCC new Sorting Facility at Ford. This would help reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill sites.

Cllr Hayler told the Council that a presentation on the scheme took place at the Residents Association meeting in December 2008.

Some concern was expressed that many residents may not be able to place their bins in an appropriate location for the side loading vehicle. District Councillor Arthur reassured the Council that Ashington would undergo an assessment and residents would be advised of the best locations for their bins although it would always be necessary for a minority of bins to be moved by the vehicle driver if, for example, parked cars prevented emptying.

Cllr Stillwell reported that there were some areas of Ashington eg Sparrows Lane where the refuse vehicle could not reach. Cllr Stillwell to identify the problem areas and report to Roger Arthur.





JS
D
County Councillor Frank Wilkinson reported that:

1. He was now able to campaign against the proposals for a landfill site at Laybrook Brickworks. In his opinion landfill was not a good option for waste and he would campaign for WSCC to phase out landfill if at all possible. The Ford recycling plant would take care of all recyclables and it was hoped that the current recycling rate for domestic waste of 40% could be increased to 45% once the new ‘Blue Bin’ scheme became operational across the county. Non-recyclable materials would be taken to the Warnham MBT plant and would be used to generate biogas, fuel for cement kilns/power stations and only a very small proportion of the left-over material would need to be landfilled. He commented that one of the biggest problems is dealing with mattresses which tend to block up machinery. From 2012 WSCC would not be using landfill for household waste except for the small amounts of residual waste from the MBT plant.
WSCC were now concentrating on trying to deal with waste from Commercial/Industrial sector (Hospitals, factories, businesses) which makes up two thirds of all waste in West Sussex. WSCC has 3 years of capacity left at the Brookhurst Wood landfill site and 2 years at two other sites. If more landfill is needed then it would have to be at Laybrook Brickworks as there are no other sites available. WSCC were trying to convince the commercial waste industry, companies such as Biffa, Veolia, to landfill less waste. It is the Givernment who controls commercial waste, WSCC has no control except the price of landfill at the gate. WSCC are talking to Government and businesses to try to establish facilities such as the MBT plant to deal with the commercial waste rather than send it to landfill. WSCC has a statutory duty to provide landfill sites if they are needed but Frank Wilkinson would be campaigning on the basis that more landfill sites are not needed in this County.

County Councillor Wilkinson reminded the Parish Council that a Waste Forum was taking place at Rydon School on 8th May and encouraged as many to attend as possible.

2. He had been invited to comment on proposals to reduce the speed limit on Rectory Lane (from the corner with Meiros Way) to the new proposed development at Meiros Farm.  Parish Councillors asked if the proposed 30mph speed limit could be extended beyond Penn Gardens and County Councillor Wilkinson said that he would fully support this proposal. Cllr Carver reported that some machines had been working on the site and that speed monitoring equipment had been installed on Rectory Lane but to date no planning application for the site had been received. It was agreed that the Clerk would try to get an update on the development from HDC.


KD
C/F
3. County Councillor Wilkinson & a WSCC Highways Engineer had met with the owner of The Willows, Mill Lane to discuss flooding issues around the road culvert. Cllr Wood & the Parish Clerk had attended to explain how flooding at this location impacts Ashington, particularly the 50+ houses that become isolated (no access by Emergency Services) if the road floods. The Engineer would consider options that might reduce the risk of flooding.




C/F
4. Moving the Red Lion mini roundabout to the east – several residents had supported the views of the Parish Council that this roundabout should be moved for safety reasons. The Parish Council resolved that the remaining Calor Gas Village of the Year Fund (£4411.70) should be allocated to this project as it would improve highway safety for all Ashington residents. It was agreed that an exact cost from WSCC be provided and if this was within the funds available then WSCC would program in the works schedule. It could be some time before the works could be completed, depending on the contractors’ schedules.
C/F
5. In response to Correspondence for Action no. 9 it is not possible to reduce the speed limit throughout Ashington to 20mph although WSCC are working on a project to reduce speed limits outside all schools to 20mph (this would be for Ashington School, Foster Lane but not include the Old School on Rectory Lane as it is no longer used as a school). It is also not possible to increase the height of the London Road speed humps as this would mean that the low-floored buses could not access the village. The Parish Council are working with WSCC to solve the problem of the Red Lion mini-roundabout.




D
The Clerk has received confirmation from WSCC that the ‘sustainable transport route’ to Storrington is the same as the ‘bridleway project’ that the Parish Council discussed some months ago (Correspondence for Information No. 4). The surfacing of the proposed route would be suitable for horse riders, cyclists & pedestrians and be ‘appropriate to the local environment’ ie not tarmac through fields.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

Item 32b The Sands/Viney Close –Persimmons solicitor is no longer instructed by her client to deal with Viney Close issues but remains instructed in respect of the s278 Agreement for The Sands. WSCC & HDC are still pursuing this matter.











To list
Item 156 Co-op

Royal Mail has confirmed that it is not possible to move the postbox to London Road (Correspondence for Information No. 1). They want it retained within the shopping area. The main reason for moving it to London Road was to reduce vehicle movements into Turnpike Way and re-locating the box within the shopping area would not stop this. Royal Mail would also charge for the box to be moved. In light of this, coupled with the recent construction of a new delivery area to the front of the Co-op (without the need to move the box) it was proposed that the postbox remain where it is and no further action is taken.
Agreed by all. D
Item 193 RASP Programme
The Chairman & Clerk have completed the information gathering exercise and will meet with Rowena Tyler (AiRS) in early June. They would enquire about the ‘Community Hub’ idea.







C/F
Item 194 Councillor Training

Councillors were asked to consider whether they would like to receive additional training via invited guests to Council meetings or specially organised local training sessions similar to the event being held at Southwater shortly. It would be possible to invite speakers to Council meetings eg HDC Licensing Officer who could give a short talk on the Licensing law. Councillors felt that there was a danger of Council meetings lasting too long if training was included. Historically the Residents Association had been used for invited guests and Councillors were at liberty to attend these meetings, although few did attend. Councillors felt that it was a good idea to undertake training ‘in house’. Cllr Woolley would be attending the training session at Southwater Parish Council and he would report whether this format works. It was acknowledged that many councillors had not even attended the basic Councillor training course organised by SALC.
MW
C/F
Item 195 Risk Assessment

The Clerk had updated the Council’s risk assessment document with the Land Registry Title number for the land recently transferred from Wimpey Homes. No other changes have been made. Agreed by all.




D
Item 196 Annual Report

The Clerk & Chairman have drafted an Annual report and circulated to Councillors for comment. Councillors were asked to approve. The cost would be £289 + VAT (same as last year). Agreed by all.




D
Item 197 Emergency Plan

The Clerk had updated the Emergency Plan and had circulated to Councillors for comments. The Emergency Planning team needs a Vice-Chairman – Cllr Clark volunteered for this position. Clerk to send a copy to Amberley who were beginning to prepare their Plan. Agreed by all.



KD
D
CORRESPONDENCE
For action:
1. Chanctonbury CLC – does Ashington Parish Council wish to financially contribute to the purchase of an unmanned SID? Councillors had previously discussed this equipment and agreed not to contribute as the Wardens were able to use SID frequently and manning was not an issue. Councillors confirmed that the position had not changed, Clerk to respond.









KD
D
2. Community Payback – can Councillors think of any projects that might be suitable for Young Offenders to undertake. Councillors to give project ideas to the Clerk.






All
D
3. Complaint from resident of Foster Lane about anti-social vehicle usage (loud music) near the new play area. The Wardens are aware of this, know the culprits and are taking the necessary action. Clerk to respond to the resident.







KD
D
Cllr Norris reported that she had witnessed a couple if incidents when young children ran across Foster Lane from one play area to the other without checking for cars. This is especially dangerous when cars are parked at the side of the road and children emerge from behind them. It was agreed that the Clerk would check the area for signage (highway signs) and present the Council with options and costs for minimising the risk.

KD
C/F
4. West Sussex Rural Forum meets at ACCT on 2nd June 2009. The focus of discussions is Climate Change, The role of communities in tackling climate change issues in rural areas. Volunteers to inform the Clerk.
All
D
5. Invitation to attend the opening of Queen Victoria Hospital’s new Maxillofacial & othodontics Unit on 12th May. Volunteers to inform the Clerk.








All
D
6. WSCC – will not be undertaking any future maintenance of Fingerpost signs (black & white quaint old signs). The Parish Council had previously agreed some years ago that the one or two in Ashington Parish (Park Lane/Rock Road area) were not historically significant and would not take over maintenance of the signs. Councillors confirmed that this is still the case. Clerk to inform WSCC.




KD
D
7. Minerals & Waste forum 8th May at Rydon School (previously emailed to Councillors). Volunteers to inform the Clerk.


All
D
8. Parish Plan Steering Group – questionnaire asking what are the current & future issues that should be included in the Plan? Clerk to circulate by paper/email. Councillors to give ideas to the Clerk.

All
D
9. Letter from resident asking for:

a. 20mph speed limit throughout Ashington

b. Heighten the speed humps in London Road

c. Improve the Red Lion roundabout
Clerk to respond as per discussion with County Councillor Wilkinson (above). Clerk to find out when Ashington school will be included in the 20mph limits.






KD
D
10. Local Works – asking the Parish Council to write to Nick Herbert MP for his support for the Green Energy Bill (promoting renewable local energy) and the Sustainable Communities Act Early Day Motion 1064 (demanding spending reports from all public bodies, not just some). It was agreed that the Clerk write to Nick Herbert in support of this. District Councillor Roger Arthur reported that the HDC Scrutiny & Overview Committee had recently produced a report encouraging projects that focused on areas which would have the most impact on CO2 emissions.
For information:
1. Royal Mail re: postbox
2. Emails from 2 residents about Red Lion roundabout near misses

3. Ashington Pharmacy opens July 2009 in one half of the Lansdowne Furniture Shop

4. WSCC re: bridleway

5. HDC – Snack Wagon availability

6. Letter from resident in Rectory Close – overgrowing trees on adjacent properties. Clerk to respond that this is a private matter between individuals and the resident should contact Will Jones at HDC for advice.









KD
D
7. WSCC – closure of Billingshurst Road 9th May 10.30am to 1.30pm for march to proposed landfill site at Laybrook Brickworks. Cancelled because of delays in the planning application.
8. WSCC Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2007-2017. WSCC only gave 4 days notice of a meeting to discuss this issue.
9. WSCC – retirement of Vince Tipper, replacement by Neil Smith

10. Information Commissioners Office – educational DVD

11. Storrington & District Museum Society ‘Friday Night Fever’ – invitation to event on 15th May 6.30-9.30pm

12. HDC – Guidance on Representations under the Licensing Act 2003

13. HDC – report from Scrutiny & Overview committee

14. HDC – Emergency planning DVDs & leaflets. Clerk to read/watch and circulate to appropriate persons.




KD
D
15. HDC - council meeting minutes & agenda

16. HDC – Development Control South minutes & agenda (nothing for Ashington)
17. Equality & Human Rights Commission – public sector duties. It was recognised that the Parish Council’s website was not available in large print/different languages. The web browser does allow viewing in different font size & language. Cllr Clark to give the Clerk details of how to put guidance notes on the website so that users can use the web browser functions.







NCl
D
18. Southern Water Business Plan 2010-2015 – top level plan, no specific projects listed.

19. WSCC – A24 route safety strategy proposes that the Ashington to Southwater improvement may be brought forward to 2012/13 from 2015/16

20. HDC - SPAG agenda

21. HALC agenda for 19th May meeting

General:
1. Messages from Sussex Police
2. WSCC Connections magazine

3. Western Sussex Hospitals Trust press release

4. Horsham District Heritage Matters Newsletter

5. Partnership News

6. Clerks & Councils Direct magazine
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
A member of the public reported that she had witnessed two ‘near misses’ when vehicles travelling down the A24 northbound off-slip road had almost failed to stop at the Give Way road markings and nearly collided with vehicles travelling from Hole Street. WSCC had improved the road markings in this area but drivers were not slowing down enough for the Give Way markings. Clerk to inform WSCC Highways.







KD
D
A member of the public reported further surface water flooding along Billingshurst Road. Cllr Norton is meeting with a WSCC Highways Engineer to look at the problem areas. All of the gullies along Billingshurst Road were due to be flushed. WSCC has a highways project scheduled to deal with these issues.

D
A member of the public reported the increasing use of Billingshurst Road by heavy lorries. She would make a note of company names, registration numbers etc and give this information to WSCC Highways and Sussex Police. She had asked the Police to undertake random speed checks along the road but, despite promises, they had never turned up. County Councillor Wilkinson advised her to contact Andrew Judson at Pulborough Police Station.



D
A member of the public asked why a new road from the A24 directly to the proposed Laybrook Brickworks landfill site could not be constructed. A planning consultant friend had advised her that this should be considered by WSCC if it has approval of the site in mind. The member of the public would give the planning consultant’s details to Jean Locker of Thakeham Village Action.
D
A member of the public asked if she could have a 30mph wheelie bin sticker similar to those seen along Amberley Road, Storrington. The Chairman informed her that these signs were illegal and that speeding drivers could escape prosecution if such signs were in place. County Councillor Wilkinson could put her in touch with the Storrington Resident who organised the signs but it was a matter of personal choice if she purchased one or not, neither WSCC nor the Parish Council supported this action.





D
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 15th April and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. Agreed by all.
Correspondence
New enforcement complaints/issues: EN/09/0143
Running scrap metal business from home - Feathers, London Road
Amendments

None

Applications
Landfill at Laybrook Brickworks –the public consultation period is delayed as WSCC are seeking further information from Cory. A Residents Association meeting has been arranged for 8th July in anticipation of the public consultation period taking place during July.




C/F
DC/09/0679 Proposed pitched roof extension over existing single-storey garage - 5 Warminghurst Close. The Parish Council support the application.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/09/0217 Single storey rear extension – Birchwood, Rectory Lane
DC/09/0215 Re-instatement of existing vestry door, new oak access bridge and ramped access path – St. Peter & St. Pauls Church

DC/09/0134 Retrospective application for fence to front boundary - Cooings, London Road (subject to staining and planting before 1st August)

Refusals 

DC/09/0062 Retention of conservatory to rear – 13 Linfield Lane
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 20th May 2009 at 7.00pm. 

FINANCE

Correspondence
Councillors were asked to discuss whether to consult with residents about the Neighbourhood Wardens Scheme. There would be some costs involved in a survey eg photocopying, analysis etc. Councillors agreed that the Clerk should prepare an article for the next Newsletter stating the Parish Council’s support for the Warden Scheme and its intention to extend the scheme for a further 3 years.










KD
D
Electronic Information Board – the licence has expired and HDC are no longer able to pay for the licence on the Parish Council’s behalf. The licence for one year costs £175+VAT. Councillors were asked to consider whether to keep the board and pay for the licence each year, cost not included in the budget. It was noted that after the recent refurbishment of the Co-op the Board had not been re-instated. Cllr Harbour had spoken to the manager and he was having difficulty finding a new position for the Board. It was agreed that the Council would renew the license as soon as a new position for the Board was agreed with the Co-op. Clerk to contact the Co-op manager.







KD
C/F
HDC – the Environmental Cleansing Grant for 09/10 is £2950 – an increase from the £2365 awarded in 08/09.

Cllrs Hayler, Harbour & Clark left the room & Cllr Woolley took over as Chairman.

Consideration of a request from Ashington Youth Club for a grant of £600 towards the cost of insurance for running the Youth Club in the old village hall. This was a policy specifically tailored for Youth Clubs. The Parish Council had provided grants in the past towards this worthwhile venture. Councillors agreed the grant of £600 but asked for evidence that the Youth Club had ‘shopped around’ for the best value policy should they apply again next year. The grant is awarded under Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 – provision of recreational facilities.



KD
D
Cllrs Hayler, Harbour & Clark returned to the room & Cllr Hayler took over as Chairman.

Update from the Administrators of Kaupthing Singer & Friedlander Bank - they will start to pay out Creditors in June/July 2009 and there will be periodic payments at regular intervals thereafter. The first payment will be ‘a minimum of 10p in the £’ and the Administrators currently estimate that ‘total distributions should be a minimum of 50p in the £’. BUT the Administrators stress that this figure could be lower or higher if there are ‘significant issues’. Monies will be paid directly into the Council’s Lloyds TSB Current account and it is proposed that they be transferred to the National Savings account (by cheque) at the next Council meeting after receipt. Agreed by all.
The Finance Committee met on 15th April and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes of the meeting. Councillors were asked to approve the annual return and accounts. The Clerk has prepared a note to accompany the Annual Return explaining the position regarding the Kaupthing Singer & Friedlander account. The worst case scenario is that all funds are lost, however, information from the Administrators (above) suggests that this is not the case. Agreed by all.
Consider a quote from DJ Flynn for the watering of the flower containers at £65 per week (including feed). This is the same cost as last year. It was proposed to accept the quote and ask Mr Flynn to water for 12 weeks, with the possibility to extend depending on the condition of the baskets. The Clerk would ask Mr. Flynn to drop a note through her door every time he watered the baskets. Agreed by all.











KD
D
Contract Reviews:

Landscape Gardening –Mark Adsett’s contract with the Council is an annual one and Councillors are asked to consider renewing the contract for 09/10. This will be the third year that the cost has remained unchanged, however, the new Play Area needs adding to the annual contract. Mark Adsett has quoted £20 per cut, 11 times per year. It was proposed that the Council add the play area and £220 to the annual contract. Agreed by all.
Income
Precept







£45,000
Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£15

907
(meeting 7th May £15)
Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
908
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £281.19
909
(last payment)

Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£568.69



Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Land Registry search


£3




Stationery




£2.29




Thank You gift



£16.17




Stationery




£34.59




Total





£641.74
910
WSCC

Clerks pension



£140.15
911
Cheque 912 cancelled (wrong payee)

ACCT


Hire of meeting room (2 meetings)
£9.75

913
Residents Assoc.
Parish plan stall



£20

914

HALC


Subscription




£15

915
K. Hayler

Postage (Parish Plan Steering Group)
£6.90

916
SOS Systems
Photocopier




£37.95
917
Southwater

training event



£17.25
918
Parish Council
S. Fenn

Responder expenses


£111.66
919
B. Whittaker

drainage for new play area


£404.53
920
Justfone Ltd

electronic info sign



£201.25
921
The Clerk requests a bank transfer of £15,000 from current to deposit accounts since the precept has now been received. Agreed by all.

KD
D
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.

MEETINGS

The Chairman & Clerk had met with Tom Warder from AiRS to discuss Older Persons Housing Needs Surveys and would present their findings to the Council in due course.
The Chairman had met with the Wardens for their normal monthly review.

Cllr Wood & the Clerk had met with County Councillor Wilkinson & a WSCC Highways Engineer to discuss flood alleviation at the road culvert on Mill Lane. WSCC would come forward with proposals in due course.

Cllr Norton & the Clerk had informally met with Brian Milton (Stoneleigh, Mill Lane) after they discovered that the ditch adjacent to Stoneleigh was neither owned by the Parish Council nor Stoneleigh. They had informed Mr. Milton that the Council was unable to maintain land that it did not own and that he was able to undertake any maintenance works on the ditch and the Parish Council would not object. Mr. Milton could have access over Council land in order to attend to maintenance.
Cllr Harbour had attended an ACCT Committee meeting and reminded Councillors about an Open morning on 15th May at ACCT when grant providers would be present and could discuss funding for potential projects. She also reported that the ‘village cinema’ was hoping to return in September when HDC had re-organised the way in which it manages the subsidy scheme.
Cllr Woolley attended a seminar about using wood as a fuel for heating but this seemed to be more aimed at use in large buildings rather than in a domestic environment.
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Carver reported that he had recently been involved in an incident when the Ashington First Responders attended a casualty. He was very impressed by their professionalism and they are a credit to the village.
Cllr Carver asked the Clerk when the hanging baskets were to be collected as he would liaise with Cllr Norton & Mark Adsett to collect and hang the baskets. The first week in June is the normal collection time & Cllr Carver will liaise with the Nursery.

Cllr Wood thanked those volunteers who had attended the Spring Clean morning in April. Very little litter had been found. It is well known that several villagers do pick up any litter that they see whilst out walking.

Cllr Norris reminded Councillors that it is Community Safety Day in Horsham on 16th June. The Magistrates Courts, Police & Fire Station etc would be open from 10am-4pm, Hurst Road would be closed and there were various events taking place.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 4th June 2009 at the Methodist Church, London Road. 
The meeting finished at 9.10pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	141
	Foster Lane Play Area
	Drainage to be installed, ACCT to undertake, Council approved up to £500. Done 2nd May. D

	156
	Co-op – 
staff parking and delivery times, frequency

Signs to stop long term parking

Move postbox to London Road

Waiting restrictions for ‘little layby’ opp. Shop car park & new layby
Parking lines in the shopping area car park need repainting
	Monitoring complaints from Turnpike Way residents

Management company investigating (August 08)

Royal Mail investigating (contacted Aug 08) D
TRO is being done 
Email owners 16th June 2008

	169
	Decorative signs
	The Clerk is investigating costs for a ‘coach and horses’ design in iron. On hold.

	177
	New Football goal on Rec
	Clerk & Chairman to investigate

	178
	Hearing Loop
	Cllr Clark asked to arrange for a trial of a portable loop Jan 09.

	181 & 185
	Trees adjacent to Stoneleigh
Annual inspection of Council land
	Waiting for quotes

	
	Police Neighbourhood Panels
	SALC to discuss with Chief Constable Jan 09

	
	Funds in Singer & Friedlander bank account
	An application form from the Financial Services Compensation Scheme has been completed & returned by the Clerk & Cllr Norton. Jan 09

	
	Horses using the footpath from Covert Mead to Meiros Way.
	Monitoring to find out why they are using this route April 09


WSCC Highways Issues

	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Has been felled, April 08. Awaiting replacement

	The 30mph sign is missing from Hillcrest Drive, near to Timberlea Close
	9th July 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways
	

	The drains are blocked on the northbound off slip road at the south of the village


	10th October
8th Dec
	Reported to WSCC Highways

Reported again
	

	Sign beside A24 at Mill Lane junction discouraging crossing at that point
	WSCC are designing a sign and will pass to the PC for approval
	July 08
	

	2 chestnut trees on the east side of Billingshurst Road near Holmbush Park were dead and overhanging electricity cables and the road.
	WSCC finding out who the trees belong to
	July 08
	

	Dead end sign on Old London Road
	WSCC to trim back vegetation and look at possibly moving the sign
	8 August 2008
	

	Light overhanging highway outside Indian Cottage
	Reported to HDC Enforcement Officer a very long time ago
	Reported directly to WSCC Highways 8 August 2008
	Planning application submitted April 09 D

	some large white concrete blocks had been placed on the highway verge opposite the entrance to Holmbush House, Old London Road
	Reported to Highways Sept 08

Reported again Dec 08
	
	


Ashington Parish Council
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