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Minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2008 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors B. Norton (Vice Chairman), K. Wood, R. Brennan, K. Hayler, T. Kearney, J. Stillwell, N. Carver, N. Clark
Parish Clerk Karen Dare

District Councillor Roger Arthur

County Councillor F. Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Warden Paul Conroy
Three members of the public

[image: image2]
077/08 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from P. Webb (illness) & M. Woolley (business). 

078/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Hayler declared a personal interest in Item 156 as her mother lives in Turnpike Way.
079/08 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th February 2008 were approved as a true record and signed by the Vice Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Hayler and seconded by Councillor Wood, and agreed.

080/08 REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS
Anti-Social Behaviour:
Generally a quiet Month as regards anti-social behaviour. One yellow card caution issued to a young ex-resident for abusive language following the pelting of the Wardens office with mud balls.

There has been a nuisance issue involving young people playing ball games in Chanctonbury endangering themselves and causing a noise nuisance to residents and potential damage to residents cars. No ball games signs have been displayed in the area. There was also a report of criminal damage to a young resident’s scooter that was consequently reported to the Police. An incident involving the riding of Pitt Bikes across the footbridge spanning the A24 was reported and a resident was consequently hurt when trying to apprehend the offenders. The incident was reported to the Police and they are investigating.

Regular Patrols of footpaths used by Dog owners continue and two residents have been spoken to regarding reports given to us by residents. We are still awaiting the appropriate fixed penalty notices.

Community Projects:
Free Football sessions for young people took place at the Community Centre during the February Half Term Break and were very successful.
Junior Warden Scheme - Plans are underway to clear the area around Aladdins Cave as the owners have agreed to pay for a Skip.

S.I.D. - Training for Wardens using the Speed Indicator Device has taken place and Wardens are planning to book the device and will be looking to volunteers to assist.

Sponsorship for the planned Family Fun Run has been secured with the Red Lion in Ashington .The Route has been planned and agreement with the owner of Church Farm for a route across his land has been reached.

In association with Horsham District Council a one off Skateboard session has been arranged for the 11 March at 4pm using the new mobile skate ramp unit. 

The Wardens agreed to send a copy of their duty rota to the Parish Clerk each week. 

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

081/08 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
Waiting for final confirmation that funds are in place.



C/F
082/08 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Both transfer documents have now been signed and returned to solicitors for transmission to Persimmons and Wimpey. Documents will then be sealed and the funds handed over to the Council.




BN
C/F

083/08 The Sands/Viney Close - WSCC looked at the original drawing (which incorporates all the work) and agreed that this can now be reintroduced as the principal drawing on the Agreement. Horsham District Council to be party to this Agreement also for the purposes of dedication of the part of the road within their ownership. A letter was sent to Persimmons solicitor requesting their client be asked to prepare sufficient number of copies for the Agreement.

C/F

084/08 Item 129 The Sands path hedgerow

The Clerk has finally received a quote for cutting & laying the hedge. From Foster Lane to Rectory Lane will cost £6,070. The Community Centre owns the section from Foster Lane to Viney Close and the Parish Council own the section from Viney Close to Rectory Lane. The Clerk has spoken to ACCT and it is highly unlikely that they would pay for their section to be cut & laid. WSCC are offering possible grants of £500 (maximum) for this work and the Council may be lucky to receive a grant. It was agreed that the Clerk seek quotes for simply cutting the hedge back to a reasonable height and trimming the sides. This can then be compared to the cost of cutting & laying.





C/F
085/08 Item 141 Play Area Grant

The Clerk & Cllr Hayler are progressing through the paperwork and have contacted local schools to arrange meetings with Ashington children. Cllrs Hayler & Clark attended an ACCT Management meeting at which a volunteer was sought to join the project team. No volunteers presented themselves and ACCT agreed to ask if any of their Trustees would fill the role. It was felt that a member of the ACCT Management Team would have been preferable. Both Paul Conroy (Neighbourhood Warden) and Julie Chapman (WSCC Youth Service) would be asked to join the project team. Councillors discussed possible sites for the project.








 KD
C/F
086/08 Item 145 Quality Parish Council

Reminder that the presentation is on Tuesday 11th March at 7pm
 
D
087/08 Item 150 Private School, Billingshurst Road

This matter has been referred back to HDC’s Development Control committee for further discussion in light of the school’s clear separatist attitude to our community. The School has recently employed a Planning Consultant to try to find solutions to the situation and has asked that the matter be deferred until the April Development Control committee meeting to give them more time. This has been agreed although Councillors wanted to be sure that the Parish Council would be given sufficient time to discuss the new proposals before the Development Control committee meeting. If necessary this could be achieved by a special meeting between the Council and the School. Clerk to write to Andrew Frost (HDC) to make these points.





The Development Control committee meeting should be attended by as many Parish Councillors as possible – Clerk to advertise the date to Councillors.
It has come to light that the owner of the site has placed a restrictive covenant on the land allowing the school to be used during school hours only (no evenings, weekends or school holidays). This would apply to the Parish Office or other facilities made available to the local community. Clearly this would have a detrimental effect on the use of the facilities for local needs.

KD
C/F
Speed monitoring equipment was installed @100 yards north of The Acorns, Billingshurst Road for 7 days from 22nd February in order to obtain data.
C/F

088/08 Item 153 Highways Works Programme

Responses from WSCC to Parish Council enquiries:

Drainage improvements (upgrade drainage culvert) on Mill Lane (outside The Willows) that were scheduled for 08/09 – has now slipped to 2010/11 because of other higher priorities (see Correspondence Information no. 7). Improvements to the culvert would not stop the stream flooding as the stream struggles to cope with the volume of water.
A24 resurfacing with noise reducing material – due to commence 2010/2011 (see Correspondence Information no. 7)





D
089/08 Item 155 Picnic benches

A member of the public had asked the Council at the last meeting if it was possible to have some picnic benches installed adjacent to the Posthorses and Foster Lane play areas (ACCT informed). Councillors felt that the benches would attract problems to the area, possibly be a cause of increased litter in the pond and would be prone to vandalism as had happened with benches in the past. For these reasons Councillors decided not to progress this idea.


D
090/08 Item 156 Co-op

Residents of Turnpike Way have asked that the Council write to the Co-op again asking them to request their staff not to park in the lay-by or the customer parking. In one week it was reported that several of the customer bays were occupied all week by staff. In addition, over a year ago the Co-op had a Health and Safety survey done and it was stated that there should only be one delivery a day and the delivery should be at the front of the building. This is clearly not the case with deliveries occurring frequently from early morning until late evening. Councillors had been given no evidence of the problem and therefore agreed to ask the Clerk to write to residents of Turnpike Way to ask that they keep a log of incidents and report back to the Council.




KD
To list
091/08 Item 157 Parish Remuneration Panel

The Report of the Parish Remuneration Panel has been received and circulated. The report recommends:
a. To pay all Parish Councillors a basic allowance not exceeding £430pa

b. Not to pay a differential allowance to the Chairman
c. To pay travelling & subsistence allowance
Councillors can decide not to take their allowances by informing the Clerk, in writing.
No allowance was available for childcare costs when attending Council meetings but Councillors felt that if this was an issue the Councillor concerned could claim their basic allowance for this purpose.
It was proposed by Cllr Carver and seconded by Cllr Stillwell that the Parish Council adopt the model Scheme as written, with effect from 3rd April 2008. Agreed by all. The Clerk will display the necessary public notices.
KD
D
CORRESPONDENCE
092/08 For action:
1. HDC – new National Requirements for the validation of Planning Applications and HDC’s local list of requirements. Consultation period ends 28th March. Local list includes items such as noise assessment, land contamination assessment, parking provision etc. requirement is dependant on the type of planning application. Councillors agreed that the Clerk should respond stating how important parking provision is, especially in rural communities with limited access to public transport (should be a different parking requirement for urban areas compared to rural areas), how shared driveways often lead to parking problems and insufficient residents parking leads to an increase in on-street parking.
KD
D
093/08 For information:
1. Electoral Review of WSCC
2. HDC – Development Control South Minutes & Agenda – nothing of interest to Ashington

3. Nick Herbert MP – congratulating the Council on its QPC Award

4. HDC – Agenda & Minutes of Council meeting

5. English Rural Housing Association – change of Regional manager

6. AiRS – invitation to enter Village of the Year 2008

7. WSCC – Highways programme responses (Item 153)

8. West Sussex PCT Independent PPI Forum – asking whether we would support a hospital in Horsham/Crawley area? District Cllr Roger Arthur has responded suggesting that the bigger picture should be considered and it is not a simple case of looking at this issue in isolation. Clerk to respond stating that it is difficult to make this decision until the whole re-organisation of hospitals situation has been agreed.

KD
D
9. HDC – Oast House Farm proposed private school (see Item 150)

094/08 General:
1. HDC – changes to Parking Enforcement
2. Enjoy England brochure

3. Local Council Review

095/08 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
Members of the public made no comments.
PLANNING.

096/08 The Planning Committee met on 20th February and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Vice Chairman.
097/08 Correspondence
New enforcement complaints: EN/08/0071 Barn construction - Mitchbourne Farm, Malthouse Lane
Copies of various letters from residents objecting to planning application DC/08/0298 proposed double garage, gym and attic conversion at 36 The Sands (copied to HDC)
098/08 Amendments

None
099/08 Applications
None
Horsham District Council

100/08 Approvals 
DC/07/2132 Fell 1 Canadian Maple tree – 8 Covert Mead
DC/07/2700 Surgery to 10 beech trees – land to the rear of 23 Rectory Lane

DC/07/2703 Surgery to 7 beech trees – land to the rear of 21 Rectory Lane

DC/07/2733 Surgery to 2 mature oak trees – 1 Cricketers Close
DC/07/2818 Garage extension and loft conversion including dormer windows – Four Winds, Billingshurst Road

DC/08/0094 Dormer Window – Millpond Cottage, Mill Lane
101/08 Refusals 

None
102/08 Withdrawals

None
103/08 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 19th March 2008 at 7.00pm.
Cllr Wood asked if the Clerk had reported the new Indian Cottage illuminated sign that overhangs the footpath to the Enforcement Officer. The Clerk responded that she had reported it some time ago, however, she would chase up the Enforcement Officer.






KD
To list
104/08 FINANCE

Another volunteer is required to sign Council’s bank mandate as Cllr Woolley is unable to. Cllr Carver volunteered.




KD
D
Cllr Hayler has asked to attend a SALC ‘Chairman’s Training Course’ on Sat 5th April – at a cost of £70.50. Agreed by all.
Ashington Wardens request that the Parish Council act as ‘banker’ for the forthcoming Fun Run. Entry fees and sponsorship cheques would be made payable to the Parish Council and expenses paid by cheque from the Council’s account. The Clerk can record the transactions separately from the Council’s normal business. No payments to be made unless there are sufficient funds available, invoices to be presented for approval and the usual safeguards in place. Agreed by all.
105/08 Correspondence
Quote for hanging baskets from Mayfield Nurseries - £9.50 per basket for 50 baskets = £475 (same price as last year). Agreed by all
106/08 Income
VAT reclaimed £1190.28
107/08 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

745
(meeting 6th March £12, planning committee 

meeting 20th February £5)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
746
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

747
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£548.69




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Keys for sandbag container

£12




Total





£577.69
748
SP Services

First Responder equipment

£30.43
749
K. Booty

noticeboard repairs



£235

750
(as agreed January 2008, minute 030/08)

HDC


Parish Remuneration report

£46.87
751
HALC


Subscription




£15

752
Truffles

QPC Award Ceremony


£169.50
753
ACCT


QPC Award Ceremony


£14

754
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
108/08 MEETINGS

Cllrs Kearney & Stillwell had attended a meeting with CMG about the Care Homes. They felt that this might have been the last meeting as CMG had taken steps to remove the most disruptive resident from the homes and would not be replacing him. In addition, no other new residents would be accepted in the foreseeable future. This would mean that staff numbers would reduce as would the staff parking issues outside the homes. Both Councillors felt that this was good progress. CMG would be happy to meet with the Council if further matters arose.
Cllrs Hayler & Clark had attended the ACCT meeting to discuss Item 141

Cllr Hayler had attended a Youth Club meeting as the Parish Council’s representative. It was agreed by all that she continue as representative until the Parish Council AGM at which point all representatives on outside bodies would be reviewed.

109/08 MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Wood would like to remind Councillors that the Spring Clean Up is scheduled for 9.30am on 19th April. Meet outside the Youth Club.
Cllr Clark reported a pothole at the junction of Timberlea Close/Hillcrest Drive. Cllr Carver reported the same on Park Lane (to the south of the cottages/barn). Clerk to report to WSCC Highways.




KD
To list
Cllr Hayler asked District Councillor Roger Arthur if he could investigate why s106 funds from DC/06/1100 had not been collected by HDC. Ashington Youth Club had been awarded a grant almost 12 months ago of £26,000 from the Community Facilities contribution of this agreement but when Cllr Hayler checked that she could authorize the work she discovered that HDC had not received the funds. The transport contribution element of this agreement had been received by HDC (to be used for the Layby, Item 29). Roger Arthur would investigate.










RA
C/F
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 3rd April 2008 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 9.00pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	85
	Results from Village Survey
	Cllr Hayler leading Steering Group

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	
	New roof on tower in Posthorses play area

	Clerk to arrange for April 08

	143
	CCTV camera
	Bob Swift (WSCC) has agreed that the lamp be turned slightly to face the camera and one face be shielded to reduce glare Feb 08

	149
	Pond Survey
	Clerk to take action on recommendations.

	
	New post box at north end of village
	Clerk contacted Royal Mail 9/1/08

	
	The Acorns yellow signs need to be removed

Re-instatement of grass verges
	Clerk contacted Charles Church 9/1/08

Development Control to address

	
	Planning permission for schools
	Clerk contacted Robert Back (WSCC) 9/1/08 to find out the procedure.

	
	Barbed wire fences, Church Farm
	Clerk spoke to owner Jan & Feb 08 and he will remove

	
	Monza Garage – parking of vehicles on highways, outside Hoots House etc
	HDC Enforcement Officer has spoken to the owner

	
	Donation to Sussex Air Ambulance
	Discuss at April meeting

	
	Sewage system in village running at capacity?
	Clerk wrote to Southern Water February 2008


WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe. 

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	I am waiting to hear back from the Structures team that this info is still correct, I will let you know if there is a change.
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps. D

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Will examine and replace when appropriate. With Arbo, Due to be felled

	Bottom part of large directional sign on south side of northern link road into Ashington missing 
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	Traffic Engineer passed to Sign Dept Aug 07. I have chased this up, awaiting new sign.
Done

	Road surface at bottom end of village outside 3 Swan Orchard – accident blackspot.

Possible blinding of drivers by floodlights at bridge Garage??
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	improved signage, road lines and hatching and possibly some resurfacing work?

?pinch point?

Speed and volume survey booked for end of Nov 07, results will determine next stage of events, likely to include new signing and line markings.

	Overhanging trees 10 Timberlea Close
	4th October
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	Done

	Toppled bollard Church Lane/London Road junction
	29th September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	

	Overgrowing vegetation:

Meiros House
Glenview, Hillcrest Drive
	9 January 2008
18 December
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email

Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	Owner requested to cut back 21Dec

	Poor footpaths & roads:

Tollgate House/Cottage,  London Road 
	8 December
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	this section to be patched including removing, where possible, the roots that have caused the issue


Ashington Parish Council
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