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Minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2007 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), K. Hayler,  K. Wood, R. Brennan, M. Woolley, J. Stillwell, N. Clark, T. Kearney
Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

District Councillor Roger Arthur

Three members of the public

One member of the local press

[image: image2]
475/07 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Councillors B. Norton & N. Carver (holiday), P. Webb & County Councillor F. Wilkinson (personal commitments) & Paul Conroy - Neighbourhood Warden (training course).

476/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
The Chairman declared a personal interest in the request for a grant towards the Ashington Junior Football Club (Finance Correspondence) as he is technically Chairman of this Club.
477/07 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st November 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Woolley and seconded by Councillor Brennan, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

478/07 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.
Update from the Steering Group – the next meeting is 13th December.
C/F
479/07 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
The Chairman confirmed that all of the dwellings had been sold and that the Parish Council was waiting for funds from HDC to reach WSCC – Dave Lambert (WSCC) and Hilary Conlon (HDC) are co-ordinating the transfer of funds for this project. The funds to be used include those from Land east of London Road (AS/5/98) following variation of the original legal agreement.


C/F
480/07 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
HDC has received a response from Developers stating that Persimmons will pay half of the lump sum (£38,000) to the Parish Council. Waiting for Bryants to confirm that they will pay the other half.




BN
C/F

Hilary Conlon (HDC) will meet with members of Estates Management next week to sort out the outstanding street lights and laybys in The Sands/Viney Close.











C/F
481/07 Item 142 Sandbags

It was agreed at the September meeting that the Chairman & Cllr Carver would check the current stock of sandbags and, if they require replacement then help is required to clear current stocks and that we then order more sand and, if necessary, more bags. Clerk to obtain a price. Help would be required upon delivery to fill some bags in readiness. No progress.


NCa
C/F
482/07 Item 143 CCTV camera

The Clerk has viewed cctv footage and has contacted WSCC to discuss shading of the streetlight outside the church. Bob Swift (WSCC) is currently on holiday and will return to work early December.




KD
C/F
483/07 Item 144 Clerks Pension – 28 days notice of Statutory Resolution
It was proposed at the meeting of 1st November 2007 under Regulation 4(4) of the Local Government Pension Scheme Regulations 1997 that the Parish Clerk, Karen Dare, be nominated as a pensionable employee subject to the terms and provisions of those Regulations (as amended from time to time) with effect from 6th April 2008, proposed by Cllr Hayler, seconded by Cllr Stillwell and agreed by all.









KD
D
484/07 Item 146 Mill Mead Cllr Wood reported at the last meeting that a hedge and two trees that had been planted in Mill Mead by a Developer had recently been removed by OCA UK Ltd on behalf of their client. The Clerk spoke to OCA and neither they, nor their client, are making any claim to ownership of the land. In light of the fact that the owner is unknown Cllr Wood will speak to nearby residents to see if any are willing to maintain the land.



To list
485/07 Item 147 Mill Lane Cllr Wood reported at the last meeting that in Mill Lane a public bridleway had been downgraded to a public footpath without any local consultation. The Clerk spoke to Darren Rolfe (WSCC) and to Mary Davis and both confirm that Mill Lane has never been a bridleway and has always been a footpath.









D
486/07 Item 148 Fortnightly waste collection from Storrington

It has come to our attention that the fortnightly Sunday rubbish collection from Old Mill Car Park, Storrington is under threat due to additional cost to WSCC to have operatives throw rubbish into the truck rather than currently allowing householders to throw their own rubbish into the truck (Health & Safety reasons). Cllr Hayler reported that this topic was discussed at the recent CLC meeting and WSCC reported that they were reviewing the service with a possibility of a more environmentally friendly alternative to be put forward. Cllrs agreed that with the new waste facility at Billingshurst and the facility at Horsham it was unlikely that many Ashington residents used the Storrington service and therefore no response to WSCC in support of the Storrington service was felt necessary. D
487/07 Item 149 Pond Survey

The Council has received the pond survey report following inspection of the ponds by Ben Rainbow and his team in June 2007. There are a number of recommendations:
1. Cut grassland areas from September to March only if possible. Paths can be cut more frequently during the year.

2. Create vegetation buffers around each pond – do not cut vegetation right up to the edge of the pond

3. Remove the goldfish from Posthorses pond which will eat insect and amphibian eggs

4. Cut back scrub area to the north of Church Close pond as it is starting to dominate the northern bank.

5. Write to householders in the catchment area of Church Close pond as it appears that some domestic grey water is polluting the pond.

In general, it appears that the ponds are in good health and management is good. It was proposed that the Clerk take action to address the recommendations above and contact Ben Rainbow (May time) on an annual basis for a pond inspection and annual autumn works programme. Agreed by all.

To list
488/07 Item 139 Dog Fouling

The Street Scene & Neighbourhood Wardens will install new signs in certain areas of the village and will undertake patrols around the village. Both the Wardens & Parish Council Newsletters contained articles about dog fouling. The Clerk has taken delivery from HDC of sufficient leaflets entitled The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 (including free poo bag) for delivery to every household in the village. There is little more action that can be taken to stamp out this nuisance. Councillors were asked to approve a £20 donation to ACCT to have these leaflets delivered around the village. Agreed by all.
CORRESPONDENCE
489/07 For action:
1. Pond Survey – see Item 149
2. WSCC – consultation on bus services in the County. Does the Council wish to comment on Metrobus route 23? Clerk to respond stating that an hourly service is required.





KD
D
3. SALC – Post Office closures – does the Council wish to write in support of any post offices earmarked for closure? The Clerk was asked to contact the Parish Clerk of Washington as it was understood that the Washington Post Office was to be re-located into the new Community Shop in Washington but with the proposed closure of the Post Office in Washington the Community Shop may be in jeopardy.

KD
D
4. NALC – questionnaire concerning the QPC Scheme. Clerk to complete. The Chairman informed all present that the Council had been awarded Quality Parish Council status a few days before the meeting.
KD
D
490/07 For information:
1. West Sussex Tree Warden grant scheme – Trees for Shade. Clerk to copy for the school and ACCT.





KD
D
2. Countryside Access Forum for West Sussex – Annual report

3. Outset (youth volunteering) Annual report

4. HDC – site specific allocations of land final report. Including 35 dwellings at Meiros Farm (including 14 affordable homes).
5. Sussex County Playing Fields Association annual report

6. HDC – Storrington Old Mill Drive Diamond Planning Brief

7. HDC – response to the Fit for the Future consultation

8. Darren Rolfe (WSCC) & Mary Davis – response to Item no. 147

9. HDC – Development Control South Agenda 20th November 2007 – recommending DC/06/1013 private school on Billingshurst Road for refusal

10. HDC – Agenda for next Council meeting and minutes of the last meeting
491/07 General:
1. HDC Invitation to Charity performance of "Dick Whittington" on Saturday 15th December 2007
2. Local Council Review
3. Clerks & Councils Direct
4. Alzheimers Society Newsletter
5. The Clerk
6. Rekk Ltd – 6 steps to a successful youth shelter
492/07 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT INCLUDING REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
One member of the public expressed her dissatisfaction at the decision made by Horsham District Council to allow DC/06/1013 Private School, Oast House Farm, Billingshurst Road. She thanked District Councillor Roger Arthur for all of his support and was saddened that the other 2 Ward Councillors voted in favour of the proposal despite local objections. She questioned the decision as it was clearly contrary to District Council Policy and suggested that this decision could mean that Policy could be overturned more easily in the future. She drew the Council’s attention to a report in the local press that the possibility of a ‘Dial a Ride’ Scheme could be operated from the new school. She felt that the road was too busy, increased traffic to and from the school would make such a service unsafe. The Chairman reassured her that the ‘Dial a Ride’ Scheme was not suggested by the Parish Council and there was no demonstrated need for such a scheme as the recent Transport Survey showed that most residents used their cars. The Chairman stated that the Parish Council would have to ‘invent a local need’ to justify HDC’s decision. Examples included possible use by the Youth Club, public internet facilities, footpaths along Billingshurst Road, 30mph speed limit and with enforcement cameras, planting of oak trees and Sussex hedges to ensure the environment of the site is maintained. Whilst the Parish Council did not support this development it was important that the village made the best of the situation. It was suggested by Cllr Clark that the Clerk write to local residents for ‘local needs ideas’ and that these be presented at the January Council meeting. Agreed by all. The Clerk would also contact Andrew Frost (HDC Planning Officer) to arrange a meeting to discuss possible needs.










KD
C/F
A member of the public reported overgrowing vegetation along the footpath both sides of Ivy Lane and defective streetlights and direction sign lighting in the area of the Billingshurst Road roundabout. Clerk to report to WSCC.
KD
To list
A member of the public reported that numerous telegraph poles were covered in drawing pins and staples after years of ‘fly posting’. She asked if anyone was responsible for cleaning them up. The Chairman responded that it was unlikely that they would be cleaned up and once the Street Scene and Neighbourhood Wardens had the powers to fine those responsible for fly posting then this activity should stop. The member of the public asked if she should remove posters from telegraph poles but the Chairman stated that the Wardens would deal with these issues.
The Neighbourhood Warden had provided the following report:

Generally a quiet month with the only criminal activity reported as the theft of some car hubcaps from a residents car in Mill Lane. A residents bin was stolen from a house in Billingshurst Road. We have obtained identity theft leaflets from the Home Office and they will be distributed to residents in that area and are available in the new residents Welcome Packs.
No reports of any instances of anti-social behaviour.

Walking Bus – the Walking Bus pilot went ahead on Monday 3rd December but the turnout was poor. Leaflets will be distributed to parents at the school to try to generate more interest. They are actively engaging Parents at the school to encourage participation.

Junior Warden Scheme – recruitment is already underway and the first event is planned for 15th December. The Wardens have been working with Richard Morris, the Communications Manager of Horsham District Council, to arrange press coverage for the event and there could even be the possibility of TV coverage of a mock-up of the event on Thursday 13th December.

Christmas Carol Concert – A Christmas Carol Concert for the elderly of Ashington will be held at Ashington School on Thursday 13th December at 1.30pm.

PLANNING.

493/07 The Planning Committee met on 14th and 28th November and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman.
Correspondence
494/07 DC/06/1013 Private School, Oast House Farm, Billingshurst Road
Planning consent was granted by HDC with 9 Councillors in favour and 6 against, subject to conditions and planning agreement details delegated to a planning officer. The Parish Council needs to make sure that the village gets some benefit out of this situation, for example, s106 money, use of the school for specific purposes, better footpaths along Billingshurst Road, reduced speed limit to name but a few etc and should be clear that it does not open its facilities for general use in competition with the Community Centre, Scout Hall, churches etc. It is proposed that Councillors compile a list of possible ‘Invented Local Needs’ required to justify this permission and arrange to meet with the planning officer. Agreed by all.
495/07 Amendments

None
496/07 Applications
DC/07/2700 Surgery to 10 beech trees (on land to the rear of 23 Rectory Close) – 23 Rectory Close, Ashington.

DC/07/2703 Surgery to 7 beech trees (on land to the rear of 21 Rectory Close) – 21 Rectory Close, Ashington.

The Parish Council dealt with these two applications in the same manner and agreed, as in previous similar applications, that cutting no lower than 5 metres, by a professional tree surgeon, on an annual basis with the consent of the owner of the trees would be acceptable.

DC/07/2733 Surgery to 2 mature oak trees – 1 Cricketers Close
The Parish Council’s Tree Warden stated that crown lifting to 7metres would be impossible and a reduction of 3metres overall would leave almost no tree. The centres of the trees had been removed to allow power lines through resulting in there being no central trunk remaining. He recommended cutting back 20% all of the way around the tree would be acceptable.
Horsham District Council

497/07 Approvals 
None
498/07 Refusals 

None
499/07 Withdrawals

None
500/07 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 19th December 2007 at 7.00pm.
FINANCE

501/07 Annual Review of Financial Controls and Internal Audit

Councillors were asked to review the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management procedures. The Clerk had provided Councillors with a copy of the Council’s current Financial Regulations and confirmed that the procedures were followed as written. The Clerk had also provided Councillors with a summary of the experience and competence of the appointed Internal Auditor (email 28/11/07).
By approving the Annual Return each year the Council is agreeing that these 2 statements are correct.

1. ‘We have maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of Internal audit of the Council’s accounting records and control systems and carried out a review of its effectiveness’

2. ‘We have arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether these meet the needs of the council and reviewed the impact of this work’
Cllr Clark asked the Clerk if the Internal Auditors sampling number was sufficient. The Clerk clarified that the Auditor sampled a total of 15 records which was equivalent to approximately one month of transactions per annum. Councillors felt that this was sufficient.
Cllr Hayler asked a number of questions and after discussion it was agreed that 2 amendments be made to the Financial Controls document: Section 10.2 insert ‘contracts valued at >£1000’ and Section 14.1 insert ‘most recently available’ accounts. Agreed by all, Clerk to amend and circulate to Councillors. KD
D
502/07 Annual Review of Assets and Insurance Cover

The Clerk had provided Councillors with an up to date Asset Register for approval. The Clerk had reviewed the level of insurance cover and confirmed that all assets are listed on the Council’s policy at the correct value except those that are valued at <£100 which are not insured. The Clerk recommended that the Council’s level of Fidelity Insurance is increased as it should be at the level of 50% of precept plus funds in hand at year end. Calculations show that this is currently @£210,000 whereas the Council’s Insurance policy covers £75,000 only. The Insurers confirmed that there is no additional premium required to make this change and therefore the Clerk has requested this addition to be effective from the annual renewal in January 2008. Agreed by all.

D
503/07 Budget & Precept 08/09

The Clerk has prepared a preliminary budget & precept forecast for 08/09 and has circulated it to Finance Committee members. A meeting of the Finance Committee will be held on 19th December at 7.30pm to discuss.

Correspondence
504/07 Quote from Languards (Weed control) – to add the strip of land adjacent to 21 Meiros Way and the footpath from the church to the rear of Church Close will be £30pa for 3 applications of weedkiller. This will take the total cost of weedkilling to £300pa and this figure has been included in next years budget. Agreed by all.







KD
D
505/07 HDC – tax base (Band D equivalent) for our parish is 1091.0. This is used to calculate the Council Tax per Band D household.

506/07 HDC – budget figure for Neighbourhood Wardens for 08/09 is £58,277 (compared to £57,994 this year). HDC ask that the Parish Council pledges its support, in writing, for the Warden scheme in Ashington until 2010. Agreement was proposed by Cllr Hayler, seconded by Cllr Stillwell and agreed by all. Clerk to write to HDC.







KD
D
507/07 Ladies Indulgence evening – some time ago this event raised in the region of £2000 for the Paeds Kits (cost £1000) for the First Responders. Recently it was reported that the cost of the Paeds Kits were considerably less than this figure, in light of this the organizers of the event have asked that £200 from the First Responders Funds be given as a grant to Ashington Juniors football teams. The Chairman withdrew from the debate and the Clerk explained to Councillors that she had met with the First Responders and produced a list of their equipment needs and running costs and this had revealed that a considerable amount of Paeds equipment was required and that the running costs would be in the region of £2000 per annum. The Responders had indicated that in light of this they did not want the grant to be given to the Junior Football Club. Councillors supported this decision and confirmed that it was not the Parish Council’s decision on how the funds were spent but felt that funds had been raised for the Paeds Kit and should not be used for other purposes. Clerk to write to the organizers of the event to explain the situation. Other grants such as Parish Council, CLC and Festival grants were available should the Junior Football Club wish to apply. The Clerk reported that she had agreed to act as Treasurer for the First Responders in order to help them plan their finances and relieve them of some of the administration tasks.


KD
D
508/07 Income
None
509/07 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£22

712

(meeting 6th December £12, planning committee 

meetings 14th & 28th  November £10)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
713
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

714
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£625.97*




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Light bulbs (Woelfs Close footpath)
£1.49



Total





£644.46
715
*includes payrise back-dated to 1st April
Keith Booty

Repairs to village seat


£200

716
(as agreed at last meeting)

Languard LTD
Weed control
(inc VAT)


£324.30
717
Information Commissioner Data Protection renewal

£35

718
LJ Chenery

Autumn bus shelter clean


£235

719
E. Greenfield

First Responder expenses


£107.78
720
S. Fenn

First Responder expenses


£84.95
721
(First Responder expenses to be taken from First Responder Funds held by Parish Council)

Cheque 722 cancelled.

HDC


Neighbourhood Wardens


£23,945.00
723
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
A bank transfer of £24,000 from Deposit to Current accounts will be needed to cover the cost of the Neighbourhood Wardens. Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Woolley and agreed by all.





KD
D
510/07 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
511/07 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”.
Cllrs Woolley & Norton had attended the HDC Development Control South meeting on 20th November.
Cllr Wood had attended a Tree Wardens meeting on 1st December and Cllrs Hayler & Clark had attended a Youth Forum meeting on 15th November.
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
512/07 Cllr Stillwell reported on the last meeting between the Parish Council and CMG. Minutes circulated to Cllrs separately.
513/07 Cllr Stillwell reported the poor state of the footpath outside Tollgate House & Tollgate Cottage, London Road. Cllr Wood reported potholes in the adopted section of Fairfield Road and poor footpath outside the Community Centre (opposite the school). Clerk to report to WSCC.



KD
To list
514/07 Cllr Wood reported an overgrown hedge in Willow Way (will give more details to the Clerk). Clerk to report to WSCC.



KD
To list
515/07 Cllrs Hayler & Clark reported a very successful inaugural Youth Forum meeting on 15th November which had been attended by 8 or 9 young people including some representatives from village groups/organizations. The first full meeting would be held on 31st January and flyers/marketing would be circulated to encourage new members. The youths had produced some good ideas for the village some of which were being dealt with others were new.
516/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 3rd January 2008 at the Methodist Church London Road. The Clerk has issued a calendar of meetings to all Councillors and asks that they check dates carefully as some may have changed from previous calendars. The calendar is available on the Council’s website.
517/07 Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48
	blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, 

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	108
	Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive


	Councillors to arrange for a meeting with CMG every month. 

	111
	Council Website + Online calendar of village events
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date, Cllr Clark to assist

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	
	Tree guards

	Cllr Wood will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.





	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	129
	The Sands path hedgerow
	The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice/options/grants regarding restoring the ancient hedgerow. WSCC will inspect in the autumn and advise the Council. Waiting for quotes from contractors

	
	Repairs to play areas following RoSPA report
New roof on tower in Posthorses play area

	Cllr Wood to action. Done
Clerk to arrange for April 08

	139
	Litter around the skatepark and telephone box on London Road 
Dog Fouling  


	HDC will empty more frequently and are monitoring the London Road bin as domestic waste is being deposited regularly 

Street Scene Wardens to visit Ashington to tackle dog fouling. No Dog Fouling signs will be installed shortly as a map had been sent to HDC. 

	141
	Play area grant
	Expecting to hear if we are successful in December 2007

	145
	Quality Parish Council
	The portfolio was submitted for assessment on 7th November. Assessment takes place on 4th December. Done


518/07 WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe. 

	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)
	Sept 06
WSEK-73EJFD

WSEK-74ZHA5
	Nov 07 - Passed back to NRSWA inspector for comment.
21st May 2007

6th July 2007
	WSCC Highways state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined.
Clerk reminded Highways April 2007

Clerk reported via website

Clerk reported via website

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	I am waiting to hear back from the Structures team that this info is still correct, I will let you know if there is a change.
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps.

	No cycling sign northern end of Recreation round footpath
	17th October
	Email to Mark Whitwell
	Will be replaced Oct/Nov 07

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Will examine and replace when appropriate. With Arbo, Due to be felled

	Bottom part of large directional sign on south side of northern link road into Ashington missing 
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	Traffic Engineer passed to Sign Dept Aug 07. I have chased this up, awaiting new sign.

	Road surface at bottom end of village outside 3 Swan Orchard – accident blackspot.

Possible blinding of drivers by floodlights at bridge Garage??
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	improved signage, road lines and hatching and possibly some resurfacing work?

?pinch point?

Speed and volume survey booked for end of Nov 07, results will determine next stage of events, likely to include new signing and line markings.

	Overhanging trees 10 Timberlea Close
	4th October
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	

	Toppled bollard Church Lane/London Road junction
	29th September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	


Ashington Parish Council
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