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Minutes of the meeting held on 6th August 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors K. Hayler (Chairman), B. Norton, R. Brennan, N. Carver, J. Stillwell, M. Woolley, D. Harbour, K. Wood, T. Kearney, J. Norris

Parish Clerk Karen Dare
County Councillor Frank Wilkinson 
Neighbourhood Warden Paul Buckman
Three members of the public

[image: image2]
230/09 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr N. Clark (holiday) & District Councillor Roger Arthur

 (holiday).

231/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Cllrs Hayler & Harbour declared personal prejudicial interests in the application for funds from Ashington Youth Club. Cllrs Norton & Brennan declared personal prejudicial interests in the traffic aspect of the Laybrook landfill planning application as they both live on the proposed traffic route. County Councillor Wilkinson declared that he was not able to speak about the landfill application due to his WSCC Cabinet commitments.

232/09 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd July 2009 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Brennan and seconded by Councillor Norton, and agreed.
233/09 REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS
Reported Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 

Reported incidents of Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour for the Month of July are as follows:

Youths were caught trespassing on the farm in Church Lane. They have gained access and were in the pond area. The farm owner was informed and gave warnings to the youths concerned.

Youths were reported acting in an intimidating manner to participants of the bowling club in the community centre and a warning was given .

Two youths were reported for climbing up lamp-post and removing the bulb at the bottom of The Sands. We could not get incident on camera so have no proof of people who committed the criminal damage.

Apologies as we have no Signal Incidents report from the Police.
The Warden reported that an abandoned vehicle in Meiros Way had been removed. It had been discovered that this was a stolen vehicle and the Police were dealing with the matter. The Warden reminded those present that if a vehicle has a valid tax disc on display there is nothing that can be done to have the vehicle removed from its location.

The Warden reported that horse riders are still using the footpath between Covert Mead & Meiros Way and a resident had asked for a ‘no horses’ sign to be erected. The Clerk confirmed that this is an E class road (for Emergency vehicles only) and was not to be used by horse riders. Councillors asked the Clerk to check the permitted use so that a decision on signage could be taken at a future meeting.








KD
C/F
Community news

Freetime football for juniors age up to 13 years on Thursday nights from 6.30pm till 7.30pm 

Freetime football for youths age 13 + on Friday 8pm till 9pm

Also at the end of August free time fun and games on Monday evenings starting 24th august and 31st august

In July we had Junior Warden trip to Chessington Park as thanks for their hard work in the last year.
Coach trip to Tunbridge Wells for the more senior people in Ashington.
Also coming up in October a variety concert in the Community centre - all welcome.

Cllr Harbour informed the Warden that at a recent ACCT meeting cctv camera vision had been discussed and it was mentioned that some trees partially obscure the views from the camera. The trees are protected by TPO’s and further investigations will need to be made to see if any work can be undertaken.

At the same meeting it was also reported that during the summer holidays there is always an increase in dog fouling in the village, particularly on the Recreation Ground probably because children are taking their dogs for walks. The Warden informed those present that he had increased his dog fouling patrols, was walking about the village in order to deter this behaviour. If necessary the Street Scene Wardens could be asked to target a particular area.

Cllr Norris reported an increase in litter on the Recreation Ground, due to the school holidays. The Wardens were performing regular patrols but had to prioritise their workload and litter picking was less of a priority than dealing with anti-social behaviour. The Warden assured the Council that the litter would be removed as soon as he could.

Cllr Stillwell reported that a van regularly parks on the pavement outside Village Flair and there were lots of other vehicles parked on pavements elsewhere in the village. This blocks the footpath for pedestrians, motability scooters etc. The Warden confirmed that this is a Police matter as neither Neighbourhood Wardens, Street Scene Wardens or PCSO’s have the power to deal with the matter. The Wardens will speak to vehicle owners if they witness parking on the pavement but have no powers to deal with traffic issues.
The Chairman informed Councillors that she wished to invite the new Police District Commander to a future Parish Council meeting as there were a number of issues that she was concerned about: lack of PCSO presence in the village, lack of Police presence, parking issues. Agreed by all.


KD
C/F
Cllr Harbour informed the Warden that the deadline for the Laybrook Poster competition is 9th September and asked that he pass this information to the Junior Wardens.
234/09 REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
The new ‘Acorn Plus’ Scheme - an HDC representative will attend the September Parish Council meeting. Information will be sent to Parish Councillors & residents in due course.








C/F
County Councillor Wilkinson reported that:

1. Highway repairs had been completed on Billingshurst Road.

2. Work to reduce the speed limit on Billingshurst Road had been re-prioritised and was now third on the list for WSCC. This would mean that work would be completed in the next 12 months to reduce the speed limit to 30mph as far as Westlands Farm. Other highways works along the road may be undertaken in order to improve road safety.

3. Brown tourist signs for Holly Gate Cactus Nursery were to be removed as the Nursery was no longer in business.

4. WSCC Solicitor was making some progress in The Sands/Viney Close (Item 32b) matter. The Developers Solicitor had asked for an up to date highways agreement. There was no progress in the adoption of the roads in that part of the village.

5. Landfill – WSCC were striving to reduce the amount of commercial/industrial waste sent to landfill. Several meetings had been held and further meetings were planned in order to progress this issue. All stakeholders were involved and if successful this could eliminate the need for further landfill sites. There were several other initiatives ongoing including Pathway to Zero Waste, projects to collect recycling from small businesses, talking to supermarkets about food waste etc. County Councillor Wilkinson stated that it was his personal aim to reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill sites. The Laybrook Landfill application probably would not be determined by WSCC until January 2010 as there would be many responses to read, information to gather.

Cllr Carver asked what happened to material dumped in skips on building sites and why builders were not asked to sort their waste on site. County Councillor Wilkinson told those present that most skip waste is recycled at a site run by Rabbit Skips. Material is separated (wood, soil, hardcore, metal etc). The wood is then burned to generate electricity, other materials are sent for recycling. More of these sites were needed around the County as this was a relatively small operation but does reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill.
Cllr Norton reported that a recent newspaper article had described how Tesco was constructing a facility to turn waste food into energy and Sainsbury’s was undertaking a similar venture. This would mean less food waste being sent to landfill sites. However, County Councillor Wilkinson reported that one supermarket had recently started selling milk in non-recyclable pouches which would all end up in landfill – an example where the whole product life-cycle had not been thought through carefully.

The Chairman reminded Councillors of the forthcoming Residents Association meeting on 18th August where the only topic on the agenda is the proposed landfill site at Laybrook Brickworks.

The Chairman asked County Councillor Wilkinson to give an update on the agreed works on the Red Lion roundabout at the next meeting.
FW
C/F
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:

D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

235/09 Item 85 Parish Plan (to be re-named Community Action Plan)
Update from Cllr Hayler – a draft questionnaire has been issued to all Steering Group members and, once finalised, it will be available for distribution at the Ashington Festival. Cllr Harbour would be running a stall with Parish Plan, Parish Council and other residents issues. The Junior Wardens would then distribute the Questionnaires to all households the week after the Festival. The Questionnaire would also be available online. Questionnaires were to be returned by 18th September, analysis would follow and it was planned that the draft Community Action Plan would be presented to the Parish Council at the November meeting. Cllr Hayler & the Parish Clerk were meeting with Julian Carrington (HDC, Community Strategy Officer) to make sure that the Action Plan dovetails with the Horsham District Council Community Strategy.



KH
C/F
236/09 Item 157 Co-op Issues
The Clerk had contacted the Co-op to arrange a follow-up meeting following the meeting in July 2008. The Co-op had responded:

‘long term parking, white lining of the car park, widening of the entrance, moving of the postbox, waiting restrictions in the layby are no longer a problem from the point of view of deliveries to the store’.
They have sorted out the problems with the new delivery bay and have issued instructions to all drivers about the delivery bay

‘we feel that there is nothing more we can do at this stage and unless we get further problems with residents we have nothing we can bring to another meeting’ see Correspondence for Info no. 13

It was agreed that the new layby had helped ease the parking situation and, since there had been no recent complaints from residents, the matter could be monitored and a further meeting with the Co-op was not necessary.
KD
D
237/09 Item 193 RASP Programme
The Clerk is waiting to find out what information should be put on the website of a Village Information Point. The Chairman encouraged Parish Councillors to look at the website as it had been updated recently and reminded Councillors that all Council documents (minutes, agendas etc) were published online.
KD
To list
238/09 Item 200 Billingshurst Road accident history
The Clerk had written to WSCC (copy to Frank Wilkinson) asking for the dip in the tarmac to be repaired and the damaged road signs (completed 20th July) following the recent accidents and highlighting the Council’s concerns about this road. Chanctonbury CLC recently upgraded the speed reduction on this road to third in its TRO priority list with the intention that it is completed in the next 12 months. WSCC confirm that both the recent collisions are currently being  investigated under their Road Death Investigation process, and the Police are carrying out their own investigation independent to the RDI process, which will in the case of the fatality result in a Coroner's inquest. The Chairman thanked County Councillor Wilkinson for his efforts to persuade the CLC to re-prioritise the TRO on this road.
Cllr Norton reported that WSCC had marked defects in the road, probably indicating that further road repairs would be carried out sometime in the future.











D
Item 201 Newsletter & Annual Report

Parish Councillors were aware that the recent Newsletter was distributed some 8 weeks late and the Annual Report was not printed at all. Other Parishes had experienced similar problems. In light of late delivery of Newsletters the Clerk had investigated an alternative publisher who can provide the same services but aim to print & distribute all Newsletters on time. It was proposed to try the new publisher and investigate whether they would produce the Annual Report and distribute it with the October Newsletter. It was resolved that the new publisher be given the contract (including the Annual Report) and that an article explaining the situation be included in the next Newsletter and in the weekly email.










KD/KH
D
CORRESPONDENCE
For action:
1. Play Area Safety Inspection reports for Posthorses & Warminghurst Close – Clerk to liaise with Wardens & Cllr Wood to undertake any necessary repairs.
2. West Sussex PCT – the Health Visitors will be leaving the Sports Pavilion in January 2010. The offices will become vacant – ACCT had informally approached the Clerk to ask if the Parish Council wished to consider a Parish Office/Storage facility.  The office could be used for storage, meetings, office. At present the Council has documents stored at several different locations, the Clerk has large amounts of paperwork at her house. It was agreed that more information was needed - likely costs eg rent, bills, Council Tax, is a telephone line installed, is the building alarmed? etc. It is understood that the Parish Council would be able to use the old waiting room (for an office/committee meeting room) and corridor (for filing cabinets) and would have shared use of the toilet.
KD
C/F
3. AiRS AGM 6th November 2009 – any volunteers to attend? The main topic for discussion is ‘how to sustain community buildings in rural communities’. Clerk to send a copy to ACCT.


KD
D
4. HDC – Core Strategy Review seminars 2nd or 3rd September - any volunteers to attend?

5. Resident of Covert Mead asking the Parish Council to clear the ditch behind his property. Some of the ditch does belong to the PC but not the culvert – it was proposed to ask Mark Adsett for a quote to undertake the work in the winter as there is no immediate need for the work to be undertaken. In addition the hedge to the east of the Covert Mead/Meiros Way footpath does belong to the Parish Council and maintenance should be added to the landscape gardener’s contract. Agreed by all. KD
To list
6. West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service Action Plan 2010/11

7. Consultation on the membership of the future South Downs National Park. The paperwork indicates that no part of Ashington Parish is in the Park. Cllr Carver asked the Clerk to check as previous documents had shown a small amount of the parish in the Park. It was agreed that the Chairman & Clerk formulate a response.




KD
D
8. AIRS – Improving Village Access to Health & Well-being Workshops 14th or 23rd October. Cllr Harbour volunteered to attend.
For information:
1. HDC Standards Committee agenda & minutes

2. Temporary Road Closure – London Road & Church Lane, 15th August 1.30-2.30pm

3. HDC Council meeting agenda & minutes

4. HDC Development Control agenda & minutes

5. HALC – minutes of 9th July meeting. Explains that SALC have agreed to distribute the £25,000 QPC funds between QPC’s. The Parish Council will receive @£800

6. HDC – adoption of West of Bewbush Joint Area Action Plan DPD

7. HDC – no longer sending Council minutes & agendas by post, email links only

8. Tesco’s Bus will no longer run effective 2nd September

9. HDC – problems with recycling collections in Covert Mead

10. Ashington resident asking WSCC to cut vegetation back on the bridleway running beside the Methodist Church

11. HDC – notes from Community Strategy Workshop. On 19th October the Community Safety Annual Conference would take place.
12. Sussex Police – new District Commander. It was agreed to invite the District Commander to a future Council meeting.

KD
C/F
General:
1. Water Resources Update

2. The Clerk

3. Connections Magazine

4. Partnership News

5. Hate Crime leaflet

6. AiRS Newsletter

7. English Rural Housing Association Newsletter

8. Mobile Household Waste Calendar 2009

9. NALC Local Council Awards
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
A member of the public asked who was responsible for the A24 bund from the footbridge southwards. The Clerk confirmed that WSCC were responsible for the road side of the bund and the Parish Council for the village side. She reported that ragwort was present and needed removing. County Councillor Wilkinson to report to WSCC.







FW
To list
A member of the public complained that the squeeze barriers near the Church and Social Club did not allow some types of pram/pushchair/double buggy through. Councillors informed her that the barriers had been installed to prevent horses, motorbikes etc from abusing the public footpaths and that there were no plans to remove the barriers.
A member of the public asked if the speed limit on Hole Street could be reduced to 40mph for the full length of the road rather than have some stretches at the national speed limit and others at 40mph. This is a road well used by horses, cyclists and pedestrians and there is no footpath for much of the length of the road. The Chairman reminded everyone that WSCC would only undertake TRO work on the top 3 priorities each year (by accident/incident) and there were many more County-wide projects that were a higher priority. It was agreed that the Clerk write to WSCC to ask if the project could be added to the TRO list and prioritised accordingly.






KD
To list
A member of the public informed the Council that the vegetation along Rectory Lane from the junction with Meiros Way to Penn Gardens was severely overgrown and that it was impossible to walk along the footpath. The footpath condition was also poor. These factors contributed to Penn Gardens residents feeling very isolated from the rest of the village. He gave photographs to County Councillor Wilkinson and reminded him that WSCC were supposed to deal with this issue many months ago but nothing had happened. It was recognised that any works would be expensive as they would require full traffic management (traffic lights). The Chairman reminded all present that matters such as this can be presented at CLC meetings by members of the public. It was agreed that Frank Wilkinson would take the photos to the Highways Area Office and ask for action on this matter and that a report would be presented at the next Parish Council meeting.







FW
C/F
A member of the public asked how the Parish Council had informed residents about the recent Laybrook Landfill planning application. The Chairman replied that the Parish Council had sent a representative to the Laybrook Community Liaison meetings, was working closely with TVA, had put posters in noticeboards, articles on the website, weekly email bulletin, the matter had been on Parish Council agendas on a regular basis and advertised appropriately, the Parish Council were placing their draft response on the website for members of the public to read and use as inspiration for their own private letters, there would be a Parish Council stand at the upcoming Festival which would have information about the planning application, the Council would be supporting the protest march on 12th September (at 11am) and youngsters from the village would be taking part in a banner making competition. The Parish Council had liaised with the Residents Association about the planned Public Meeting in Ashington on 18th August. The Chairman reminded the resident that Thakeham Village Action were taking the lead on this issue and were a similar organisation to the Ashington Residents Association and were not linked to Thakeham Parish Council. Parish Councillors would be attending a special meeting to discuss how best to formulate a Parish Council response to the application. The member of the public was concerned that the application involved dumping rotting rubbish on the edge of the new National Park, would have an impact on the alpaca farm and nature projects at Knepp Castle and was a Health & Safety concern especially in light of the recent findings at Corby, Northamptonshire where a local Council was found liable for a rise in birth defects when clearance was not undertaken properly on a former steelworks site.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 15th July and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman.
Correspondence
New Enforcement Complaints:

EN/09/0371 UPVC Wndows on Listed Building - 22 Church Lane

EN/09/0372 UPVC Windows on Listed Building - 23 Church Lane

EN/09/0373 UPVC Windows on Listed Building - 24 Church Lane
EN/09/0374 UPVC Windows on Listed Building - 26 Church Lane
Front fence at Cooings, London Road – HDC are speaking to the agent to remind them that the height should be reduced by 20cms. Planting has now taken place and the Planning Officer has been asked if the plants are appropriate or not.










KD
C/F
The Clerk has not been able to speak to Matthew Gittings to check if Arun Vets are still going to open a branch surgery at Flowerpots.


KD
C/F
It was agreed by all that the Clerk contact the owner of Posthorses to remind him that he had no right of access across Parish Council land (as had been shown in the recent planning application documents).



KD
D
Amendments

None

Applications
Landfill at Laybrook Brickworks –the public consultation period has begun. Cllr Norton has read all of the documents and provided a summary for Councillors. The Parish Council had previously prepared a response to the application and it was proposed that the response be amended to take into account Cllr Norton’s comments. Agreed by all. The Parish Council MUST send a copy of the letter to HDC by 8th August as HDC is a statutory consultee and will take into consideration comments from residents/parish councils before submitting its comments to WSCC. Clerk to amend the draft letter, copy to County Councillors (including Pat Arculus), District Councillors and send to HDC as soon as possible.





KD



The Parish Council must also send a letter to WSCC by 18th September and the letter can be amended at the next Council meeting if new information comes to light at any of the planned meetings in the next few weeks.

A Residents Association meeting has been arranged for 18th August to discuss the application and all are welcome to attend. A Parish Councillor meeting has been arranged by TVA for 13th August and Cllrs Hayler, Harbour, Norton & B rennan had volunteered to attend. Councillors should also send personal letters to HDC and WSCC with their views on the application.



C/F
At the previous meeting Thakeham Village Action had been in contact with the Clerk to inform the Council that they were considering employing a Highways Consultant to advise on the condition of the B2133 and its suitability or otherwise as access to the proposed Laybrook landfill site. It was possible that TVA would look to local Parish Councils for financial donations towards the cost of this report. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee for this application and any financial donation would be viewed as having ‘predetermined the matter’. This would then prevent the Parish Council from undertaking their role as statutory consultee to the planning application. It was therefore proposed that the Parish Council makes no financial donation. Agreed by all.
Horsham District Council

Approvals
DC/09/0926 Change of use of land and erection of fencing (land known as Kensetts corner) - Swan Cottage London Road
DC/09/0938 Internal alterations to existing garage to form habitable room, rear extension and extension for garage and first floor bedroom with en-suite - 18 Church Close
DC/09/0730 Retention of 4th dormer window and 3 enlarged dormers windows relating to previously approved application DC/07/2818 for a loft conversion with dormers - Four Winds Billingshurst Road
Refusals 

DC/09/0836 2 storey side extension - 11 Cricketers Close (size and scale are unsympathetic and not subservient to the character of the existing dwelling)
Withdrawals

DC/09/0774 Kensetts Stables, Hole Street – conversion of stables to living accommodation.
Cllr Wood reported that the owner of 6 Posthorses had erected scaffolding on Parish Council land without seeking permission. The scaffolding is not marked with hazard tape. Clerk to contact the owner.



KD
D
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 19th August 2009 at 7.00pm. 

FINANCE
Correspondence
The first payment from the Administrators of Singer & Friedlander has been received. It is 20% of funds held which is higher than expected. The funds (£21,828.30) have been paid into the Council’s current account. It was proposed that they be transferred to the Council’s National Savings account. Agreed by all.










KD
D
The Council’s cctv camera on the Church was recently vandalised again – the Clerk had arranged an Engineers visit to assess the damage. The cost of repairs will be £58 (callout fee) plus £306 for repairs (exc VAT). Councillors decided not to treat this as an insurance claim (as a large claim had been made in 2008 and premiums would rise) and pay the cost out of its own funds (contingency budget). The Neighbourhood Wardens will be painting the downpipes with anti-climb paint as it is thought that access to the camera is up a drainpipe and along the church roof.









KD
D
Consider a request for a donation towards Sussex Crimestoppers – a charitable body gathering anonymous information about crime and communicating it to the Police. Not agreed – the Council generally only provides grants to those organisations directly supporting Ashington residents.
Ashington Methodist Church is raising hire charges with effect from 1st September. The new charge for the church for Parish Council meetings will rise from £15 to £20. It was agreed by all that the Methodist Church still offers good value for money facilities.
Cllrs Hayler & Harbour left the room. Cllr Woolley took over as Chairman.
The Youth Club have submitted an s106 Community Facilities application for £5,086 towards the cost of replacing the kitchen and toilets and other building works in the Youth Club. They have already secured a conditional grant of @£24,000 from Viridor Landfill Tax Credits towards the project. The s106 application requires Parish Council comment. Councillors were concerned that the overall project cost of £48k seemed excessive for simple kitchen & toilets replacement and asked to see a full specification of the works prior to making a comment on the application. The Clerk suggested asking Cllr Hayler back into the room for the purposes of giving information to Councillors but this was not agreed. It was confirmed that ACCT own the building and several Councillors asked what contribution ACCT were making to the project as it involves significant building enhancement which ACCT would benefit from. It was confirmed that ACCT were not making a contribution to the project. Some Councillors understanding was that that the building had limited use and a significant sum of money was planned to be spent. It became clear that the Clerk was not able to provide all of the information that Councillors sought. It was agreed to defer a decision until the next meeting and the Clerk would gather further information from Cllr Hayler on the project.


KD
C/F
Cllrs Hayler & Harbour returned to the room. Cllr Hayler resumed the Chair.

The Clerk reports that the quarterly bank reconciliation has been checked and signed by the Chairman.

The Clerk reports that there is only one area of budgetary overspend to date – the skatepark insurance budget was set at £200 but actually cost £209.03.
Income
HDC Environmental Cleansing Grant £760.62
Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£15

943
(meeting 6th August £15)
Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£445.42
944
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Print cartridges



£24.80



Postage




£0.90



Total





£42.70
945
WSCC

Payroll costs




£53.31
946



Salary and oncosts (July)


£748.57
947



Salary and oncosts (August)

£748.57
948
National Savings
S&F funds transfer



£21,828.30
949
SOS Systems
Quarterly photocopier charge

£37.95
950
Kestrel Alarms
Engineer callout



£66.70
951
Amberol Ltd

Hanging basket brackets


£44.28
952
(The Clerk purchased 2 spare brackets in addition to the 2 required).

Playground Management Ltd
safety inspections

£144.90
953
Mayfield Nursery
Hanging baskets



£475

954
DJ Flynn

Watering of baskets (June)


£276

955



Watering of baskets (July)


£276

956

ACCT


Hall hire




£3.25

957
S. Fenn

Responder expenses


£40.40
958

There was much discussion about the condition of the hanging baskets and several Councillors felt that they had not been watered enough or properly during July. The Clerk had arranged with the Contractor that he would text her every time he watered the baskets. He had done this during June but not at all in July. It was agreed that the June payment be sent and that the Clerk to write to Mr. Flynn asking for a list of watering dates in July and make this a requirement before the next payment is sent.





KD
C/F
The Clerk requested a bank transfer of £5000 from Deposit to Current accounts. Agreed by all.







KD
D
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment (with the exception of cheque no. 956). Agreed by all present.

MEETINGS

Cllr Hayler and the Parish Clerk visited the Community Hub in Storrington on 24th July to gain more information about its role, facilities etc.
Cllr Hayler had attended the monthly Neighbourhood Wardens meeting on 17th July, the Parish Plan Surgery on 10th and 18th July, the CLC meeting on 15th July, HALC meeting on 9th July and the Residents Association meeting on 8th July. She confirmed that the Residents Association would be submitting an application for the BBC Village SOS project – to convert Posthorses to a community shop, café, incubator units etc.
Cllrs Carver, Stillwell and Norris had attended Ashington School’s Annual Production and thought it was excellent.
Cllr Wood had attended a Tree Warden workshop on 10th July.

Cllr Norton had attended a TVA meeting on 13th July to discuss publicity on Laybrook Landfill application.

Cllr Harbour had attended an ACCT meeting on 5th August at which the issue was raised that the Parish Council had not formally thanked Bill Whittaker, Robin Botting & Dave Alford for undertaking drainage works at the new play area. The Clerk informed Councillors that she had personally verbally thanked Bill Whittaker & Dave Alford on behalf of the Council and that the Parish Council had been presented with (and paid) an invoice for the work and was not aware that materials or labour had been provided free of charge. It was agreed that the Clerk write to ACCT, sending a copy of the invoice and thanking the individuals (again) for their work.






KD
D
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Stillwell reported that the bus shelter outside the Red Lion is very dirty and has some graffiti burned into the perspex. The Clerk was planning to cover up the graffiti with a No Smoking sign and would ask the Wardens to schedule a bus shelter clean.








KD
To list
Cllr Stillwell reported that the large white concrete blocks were still on the highway verge outside Holmbush House. The Clerk would remind Highways that they need to ask the owner to remove them.


KD
On list
Cllr Brennan asked how the Pharmacy was doing in the first few weeks since it opened. The Chairman had visited the Pharmacist and reported that business was building up, lots of prescriptions were waiting to be collected.
Cllr Brennan asked if any Councillors or members of the public had reported any problems with customer services at the Co-op and a lack of produce on the store shelves. The Chairman stated that the Parish Council had not received any complaints and it was suggested that individuals should take up the matter directly with the Co-op concerning specific incidents. It was agreed that it would be useful to invite the Store Manager to a future Parish Council meeting to discuss any general issues.





KD
C/F
Cllr Carver reported that the small, wooden footbridge on public footpath 2607 (at the rear of the Willard Way balancing pond) was broken and required fixing by WSCC.








KD
To list
Cllr Carver asked what the Parish Council was doing about maintenance works on the Western tree Boundary as trees were becoming large and overgrown, causing some concern to nearby residents. The Clerk reminded Councillors that they had previously agreed to ask Mark Adsett to provide a quote for maintenance work in this area with the intention that works would be undertaken in winter 2009.







On list
Cllr Hayler asked the Clerk what WSCC Highways were doing about the overgrowing trees outside Bridge garage that were obscuring the ‘Ashington Village’ signs. The Clerk responded that WSCC Rangers were unable to undertake the work as the trees were too large and that it had been passed to WSCC Forestry for action.






On list

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 3rd September 2009 at the Methodist Church, London Road. 
The meeting finished at 9.45pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	32b
	Spur road of The Sands & Viney Close – streetlights & laybys
	WSCC & HDC dealing with. Some recent progress has been made (July 09)

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	141
	Foster Lane Play Area
	WSCC Highways have agreed to install a warning sign (red triangle, picture of children) and a ‘Playground’ sign on a lamp post at the bottom of The Sands to alert drivers to the presence of the new play area. July 2009.

	156
	Co-op – 
staff parking and delivery times, frequency

Signs to stop long term parking

Waiting restrictions for ‘little layby’ opp. Shop car park & new layby
Parking lines in the shopping area car park need repainting
	Monitoring complaints from Turnpike Way residents

Management company investigating (August 08)

TRO is being done 
Email owners 16th June 2008

	169
	Decorative signs
	The Clerk is investigating costs for a ‘coach and horses’ design in iron. On hold.

	177
	New Football goal on Rec
	Clerk & Chairman to investigate

	178
	Hearing Loop
	Cllr Clark asked to arrange for a trial of a portable loop Jan 09.

	185
	Annual inspection of Council land
	Waiting for winter quotes

	194
	Councillor Training
	Clerk to arrange training on s106 procedures and planning matters Autumn 2009.

	198
	How to involve Young People in the Parish Council
	Clerk to liaise with School & Junior Wardens and ask to come to PC meeting Oct/Nov 09

	
	New hanging basket bracket
	Clerk discussing with WSCC June 09. Done D

	
	Broken Dog Bin at Recreation Ground
	Fixed July 2009 D

	
	Disabled ramp at Ashington Pharmacy – a hazard?
	Clerk asked HDC Enforcement Officer to give his opinion July 2009.


WSCC Highways Issues

	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Has been felled, April 08. Awaiting replacement

	The 30mph sign is missing from Hillcrest Drive, near to Timberlea Close
	9th July 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways
	

	The drains are blocked on the northbound off slip road at the south of the village


	10th October
8th Dec
	Reported to WSCC Highways

Reported again
	

	Sign beside A24 at Mill Lane junction discouraging crossing at that point
	WSCC are designing a sign and will pass to the PC for approval
	July 08
	

	2 chestnut trees on the east side of Billingshurst Road near Holmbush Park were dead and overhanging electricity cables and the road.
	WSCC finding out who the trees belong to
	July 08
	

	Dead end sign on Old London Road
	WSCC to trim back vegetation and look at possibly moving the sign
	8 August 2008
	

	large white concrete blocks on the highway verge opposite the entrance to Holmbush House, Old London Road
	Reported to Highways Sept 08

Reported again Dec 08
	
	

	Flooding at The Willows, Mill Lane
	WSCC arranging for additional trash screen and will enlarge & vent the manhole cover to allow better flow of water & easier clearance
	June 2009
	The Environment Agency have inspected and see no reason not to install a second trash screen. Subject to written confirmation.

	Trees outside Bridge Garage need trimming back
	WSCC investigating
	June 2009
	

	Drains along Billingshurst Road to be repaired
	Two drains blocked
	WSCC to undertake

June 2009
	

	Moving the Red Lion mini roundabout to the east
	Waiting for a final cost from WSCC and the works to be scheduled
	
	July 2009

	Slip Road outside Bridge Garage
	Red warning lines to be painted on the road
	
	July 2009

	Potholes in Park Lane
	WSCC informed July 2009
	
	Done July 2009 D

	Visibility at East Wolves roundabout
	WSCC asked to trim back highway verges
	
	July 2009
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