
[image: image1]
[image: image3.wmf]

Minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2007 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton, N. Carver, K. Hayler, P. Webb, K. Wood, R. Brennan, T. Kearney, M. Woolley & N. Clark

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare
Paul Conroy Neighbourhood Warden
3 members of the public

1 member of the local Press
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The Chairman stated that the Parish Clerk had spent two years gaining accreditation as part of the effort to gain Quality Parish Council status. That he had himself put in considerable work to ensure that the Parish Council had all members who had stood for election as per the QPC requirements and had spent years publishing newsletters to show that the council is in touch with the residents of Ashington. Qualifying for Quality Parish Council status would gain the PC £10,000 and much respect, but we are being let down because we do not have the required 100% attendance / apology record, which meant that due to recent failures by some Councillors to send apologies for non attendance at full council or committee meetings that we would have to wait at least another 12 months to qualify. He reminded Councillors that in order to achieve Quality Council status it was important for them to make every effort to attend all Council meetings or at least send apologies and a valid reason for absence to either himself or the Clerk. Clerk to provide Councillors with a copy of ‘A Guide to becoming a Quality Council’ booklet.




KD
D

APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr J. Stillwell (personal commitments), County Councillor F. Wilkinson (business) & District Councillor Roger Arthur (holiday).

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Woolley notified the Council that he has a personal prejudicial interest in Item 79 Bridleway as the proposed route may pass very close to his property.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 14th June 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Webb and seconded by Councillor Brennan, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.

Update from the Steering Group after the next meeting in September.KH
C/F
Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
WSCC has approved the layby project, however, construction will be delayed as there appears to be some problem meaning that new residents cannot move into their homes until August and s106 funds (DC/06/1100) are not due from the Developer until the 6th and 12th houses are occupied. HDC have assured the Parish Council that once funds are received they will alert WSCC who can then instruct the contractor to add the project to the works schedule (12 week lead time).










C/F
The Chairman reported that he had been in contact a number of times with Roger Arthur (District Councillor) and Tom Crowley (HDC Chief Executive) about various s106 agreements in Ashington which had not been completed, including those concerned with street lights/laybys in the spur road of The Sands, DC/06/1100, AS/29/98 (Item 32). It was even possible that the land on which the Community Centre and School stood had not been handed over and that there were concerns that progress was very slow towards completion. Hilary Conlon (HDC) has been instructed to investigate.

Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Persimmon Homes has located the collaboration agreement made between the previous developers, Beazer Homes and McAlpine Homes, who have now been taken over by Persimmon Homes and George Wimpey respectively. This agreement clarifies the lump sum contribution situation. A copy of the collaboration agreement has been sent to Persimmon's solicitor so that it can be forwarded on to Wimpey's solicitor. Councillor Carver asked about section 106 agreements running out and the Chairman confirmed that so much effort had been put in over recent years because there was a danger of the 10 years passing and the agreements running out, with the developer having paid nothing.










BN
C/F
Item 119 Affordable Rural Housing

The Rural Housing Enablers met with the Chairman, Cllr Woolley and Clerk on 3rd July to discuss the results of the Survey and look at the list of potential sites identified from the Survey. Many sites were simply not practical and were rejected. Shortlisted sites included Flowerpots, Hoots House & Aladdins Cave.

The Chairman explained that the Allocated site at Meiros Farm could include some affordable homes but because the site was Allocated these homes could not be designated solely for local Ashington people. To provide affordable homes solely for local people would require an Exception site to be identified. Flowerpots, Hoots House & Aladdins Cave could possibly be Exception sites as they were not in the Local Development Framework documents and in the case of Flowerpots the District Council had requested the owner to withdraw a previous planning application as it was not line with HDC’s Core Strategy 2007 policies with Ashington being a Category 2 settlement. It was agreed that the owners of these sites be contacted by English Rural Housing Association to see if they would agree to their being sold to a Housing Association.
KD
C/F
There was some discussion about the current quantity of affordable housing in Ashington and generally agreed that whilst affordable houses had been built some years ago initially on a shared ownership basis these had now been fully purchased by their owners or they had moved on and that they were no longer ‘affordable’. The Chairman explained that the rules had now changed and any new affordable houses would be in perpetuity as Housing Associations would prevent full ownership.
Item 79 Bridleway - Malthouse Lane to Ashington Village
The Chairman and Clerk met with the owner of Church Farm who is not keen on horse riders crossing his land. Cllr Wood investigated an alternative route but it was blocked by fences and vegetation.




KW
C/F
Item 135 Parking post

The owner of Aladdins Cave has finally returned the key to the Council’s parking post and therefore a new post is not necessary. Under no circumstances will keys be given out in the future.






D
Item 44 Warminghurst Close Play Area

A small number of fence palisades are missing. It was proposed by Cllr Carver, seconded by Cllr Webb and agreed by all that the Clerk ask Country Crafts to replace and also provide the Council with a few spare palisades in case others need replacing in the future.





KD
D
CORRESPONDENCE
For action:
1. Planning White Paper – Consultation deadline 17th August. The document proposes new methods of dealing with planning applications for major, national infrastructure projects only eg airports. Consultation with communities and key stakeholders will remain an integral part of the process. No response
2. Rospa reports on Posthorses and Warminghurst Close play areas. Clerk to liaise with Cllrs Wood, Carver & Woolley to ensure repairs are made. There were no high risk issues.




KD
To list
3. WSCC Rural Strategy consultation paper – includes commitments to: efficient public transport in rural areas; urgent need for affordable homes, supporting rural business, protecting the countryside. No response
4. Consultation on review of HDC’s draft statement of licensing policy for public entertainment, late night refreshment and the sale of alcohol. It was agreed that the Clerk & Chairman prepare a response.
KD
D
For information:
1. HDC Appointment Panel for independent members of the Standards Committee
2. Minutes of Licensing Committee of 7th June 2007
3. HDC Council meeting 27th June 2007 and Minutes of meeting of  14th June 2007, Scrutiny and Overview Committee 4th June 2007 and Agenda item 12 (1)(a) Horsham District Local Development Framework , Local development Scheme 2007
4. Agenda for Chanctonbury County Local Committee to be held on 26th June 2007. This listed the s106 transport funds available for Ashington. CLC Chairman Pat Arculus confirmed that s106 funds could only be spent in the parish from which they were generated.
5. Notes of meeting between SALC & the Chief Constable of Sussex
6. HDC – Development Control report – includes recommendation to approve tree surgery on 4 oak trees fronting 19 Church Close (see Planning Approvals)

7. RoSPA report for the skatepark – the Community Centre will arrange for the minor works to be carried out. If there is any charge for repairs an invoice will be sent to the Parish Council
General:

1. Age Concern – information update
2. Thank You letter from Tuesday Tots

3. ICIS News

PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT INCLUDING REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
The Chairman explained that the previously named replacement Warden would not now be taking up the position. An Agency Warden would provide temporary cover. A further possible permanent replacement for Darryn Moulding had been found and would probably take up the post following his retirement from the police force in September.
Paul Conroy reported that:

1. There had been some problems with youths a the Willard Way balancing pond. The Warden & PCSO had visited the area and issued a general warning to all involved. Further problems arose and the Warden & PCSO will identify those involve and undertake parental visits.

2. Fly tipping in old London Road – some debris had been removed but a second pile remained. HDC had been informed.

3. Some problems with youths causing noise & nuisance at the Recreation Ground but this had now stopped

4. Vandalism to the electricity meter box at the Scout Hall – the Warden reported that the cctv camera could not identify the perpetrators and would get in touch with the installation company to see if this problem could be solved (possibly new lighting in the area). The Scouts have discussed the installation of security gates across the porch in the past and it was suggested that they apply for grants or s106 funds for the works. The Clerk had suggested they contact Blakers (welders) for some advice/quotes but was waiting to hear back from the Scouts.

5. Two car windows had been smashed – at Rose Cottages, London Road (probably an accident) and at Hillcrest Drive (attempted theft from a van). The van owner had been offered some signs ‘No tools stored etc’ but had declined the offer.

6. The Walking Bus project was progressing and a display stand would be outside the school during the last week of term. The Wardens were currently planning routes. There would be a parents meeting at the start of next term followed by a meeting with WSCC.
7. The last Street Soccer session would take place next week as would the last of the Freetime sessions although it was hoped that a holiday programme could be established.

A member of the public asked the Chairman what the Council had done to encourage Developers to improve the appearance of the southern end of the village as it looked a mess with cars parked everywhere and run down properties (Flowerpots, Aladdins Cave & Hoots House). The Chairman responded that there was little that could be done about the parked cars from Monza garage as they were on the public highway. The Parish Council had supported the planning application for Flowerpots (6 luxury flats) but this had been withdrawn by the Developer on advice from HDC that it did not meet the policies on affordable housing. HDC had twice refused planning permission for 10 or 11 houses at Hoots House and were in discussions with the Developers to join Hoots House and Aladdins Cave and develop the site as a whole. The Parish Council has been in discussions with the owner of Aladdins Cave to have the site tidied up, old caravan removed. The site does have outline planning permission for demolition of part of the rear of the shop and erection of one dwelling but a ‘stopping order’ was preventing any development or even renting out of the shop.
The member of the public concerned was identified as the Developer of Flowerpots and asked why the Parish Council Chairman had stated ‘luxury flats and a shop was not what we had in mind’ at a previous Council meeting. The Chairman explained that the Council did not support a shop at Flowerpots because of the potential for parking problems but had agreed to support the development of the site for 6 luxury flats but this had apparently been rejected by HDC and the application withdrawn. The Developer explained that he was planning on disposing of Brookside (beside Flowerpots) and it was not financially viable for him to sell Flowerpots to a Housing Association for affordable houses. He asked what the Parish Council would like to see developed on the site. Councillors reminded the Developer that Ashington is a Category 2 settlement and with this in mind he should be in discussions with HDC about what is possible for the site. Councillors confirmed that they had no wish to see a shop on the site because of the parking problems but could not further advise the Developer as this was beyond the remit of the Parish Council. The Developer was advised to produce a number of options (after discussions with HDC) and to advise the Clerk so that an item could be placed on the next agenda allowing discussion of the options.
PLANNING.

The Planning Committee did not meet on 27th June as there were no applications to discuss
Correspondence

Notice of Appeal – DC/06/2946 Erection of 1x3 bed dwelling, land adjacent to Four Acres, Rectory Lane
Amendments

None
Applications
DC/07/1429 Mitchbourne Farm, Malthouse Lane - Prior notification to erect a machinery and implement shed. Could not be discussed as HDC had not sent the necessary paperwork despite the Clerk asking for it twice.
DC/07/1490 Lambs Barn Rock Road, Storrington - Conversion of existing double garage to bedroom with en-suite and erection of double bay car barn. The Council support this application.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/07/0837 The Willows, London Road – replacement door and installation of false ceiling in existing external side porch
DC/07/0959 23 Hillcrest Drive – single storey rear extension

DC/07/0611 Surgery to 4 Oak trees on land fronting 19 Church Close.

The Clerk has sent a copy of the approval to Mr. Collier and instructed him to carry out the works as agreed February 2007 (minute 061/07)

DC/06 /2388 Single rear and 2 storey side extension 4 Fairfield Road
Refusals 

None
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 18th July 2007.
FINANCE

Correspondence
The Clerk reports that the Internal Auditor has inspected the accounts and reports no problems.

Request from Chanctonbury Leisure Centre for a donation towards the cost of running their facilities. Councillors did not support this request.
Request from Ashington Festival for a grant of £300 towards the cost of bands for the Carnival on 18th August. It was proposed by Cllr Carver, seconded by Cllr Clark and agreed by all that a grant of £300 be awarded. The grant is awarded under Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 – provision of recreational facilities.
Agreed by all.



D
Paeds kit fund raising - the Ladies Indulgence evening has raised £1911.53 to date making total funds of £2618.53. The Clerk has advised the First Responders to purchase the paeds kit.






KD
D
The Clerk reported that the quarterly bank reconciliation had been checked and signed by the Chairman.
The Clerk reported that at present the following budgets were overspent:

a. Maintenance of Open Spaces – no budget was allocated,  current expenditure £2375 (dead elm removal behind Aladdins Cave, new fence around Posthorses Play Area, maintenance of the northern end of the western tree boundary).

b. Maintenance of Play Areas – budget £500, current expenditure £870 (new ramp and painting of Warminghurst Close play area)

c. Subscriptions – budget £500, current expenditure £562.77 (due to increase in SALC/NALC rates)

The Chairman explained to Councillors that the budgeting process for 08/09 would begin in September and asked that Councillors look around at Parish Council land/assets and provided the Clerk with items of works that require attention eg seats in play areas, hedgerow beside the Willard Way balancing pond so that these items could be added to the budget. A works schedule would be drawn up to spread the cost of maintenance works over the coming years.

Income
Donations to 1st Responders ‘Paeds Kit’ fund:
Ladies Indulgence Evening




£1911.53
Kite & Thomas (rent & sponsorship)



£2027.50
HDC – defibrillator grant





£406

(funds now held by PC = £550, final invoice for defibrillator = £550, see below)

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£12

661

(meeting 5th July £12)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment

£427.08
662
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

663
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£537.65




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Musical Instruments



£36.55



Total





£591.20
664
Rospa Play Safety 
Safety inspections



£141.00
665
Mayfield Nursery
Hanging baskets



£475

666
SECamb

Defibrillator




£550

667
HDC


Dog bin emptying



£83.20
668
Inland Revenue
tax & NI




£131.01
669
Public Works Loan






£3110.13

DJ Flynn 

Watering of flower containers (inc VAT)
£305.50
670
R. Goldsmith 
Annual Report publication & distribution 
£289

671
R. Goldsmith 
Website version of Newsletter 

£45

671
D. Allsopp 

Internal Auditor 



£150

672
Cardiac Science 
First Responders Equipment 

£182.13
673
(from Ashington First Responders funds)
Pama Signs 

First Responders Equipment 

£92.83 
674
(from Ashington First Responders funds)

It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”.
Cllr Woolley had attended the Housing Survey meeting (Item 119)
Cllr Hayler and the Clerk had met with the new WSCC CLC contact for Chanctonbury.
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

The Chairman had received a report from a resident that Co-op employees were parking all day in the public car park rather than the staff car park at the rear of the shop and that this was causing problems of insufficient public parking. It was agreed that the Clerk write to the local  manager and area manager to ask that staff park at the rear of the shop.





KD
To list
The Chairman asked for a volunteer to attend the next HALC meeting on 16th July as Cllr Hayler was unable to attend. Cllr Wood indicated that he may be able to attend. Clerk to provide him with the agenda.



KD
D
It was reported that the drains on the northbound slip road at the southern end of the village were blocked and that this was causing the flooding under the flyover at the southern end of the village. Clerk to report to WSCC Highways. KD
To list
It was reported that the hedgerow adjoining Old London Road was very overgrown and starting to encroach on the highway. Clerk to report to WSCC Highways. 








KD
To list
It was reported that the culverts at Penn Gardens had finally been completed. D
It was reported that the hedgerow outside 35-37 Meiros Way was overgrowing the footpath. This had already been reported to WSCC Highways some weeks ago but Clerk to report to WSCC Highways again. 


KD
To list
Cllr Norton reported that the trench works associated with the Applegarth development had partially been repaired, however, the stretch from the development to Greenacres had not been done. Clerk to report to WSCC Highways. 







KD
On list
It was reported than contractors vehicles from the Applegarth development were parking on the grass verge in Ivy Lane and causing damage. Clerk to write to the Developers.








KD
To list
Cllr Clark asked the Chairman that status of the proposed landfill site at Rock Common. The Chairman reported that County Councillor Wilkinson had advised that the application was of such a complicated, technical and controversial nature, that it will not go to the county planning committee before September at the earliest.









D
In light of the very recent announcement about changes to the proposed South Downs National Park boundary the Clerk was asked to check to see if Ashington was affected, in view of the last parish council boundary changes.

D
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 2nd August 2007 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 8.50pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48 
	S106 Community contributions applications

Defibrillator

Youth Club
	HDC has approved the request from Ashington 1st Responders for £406. Waiting for 1st Responders to purchase defibrillator. Cheque written December 06 D
Heating and other projects to be agreed when funds from DC/06/1100 become available

	48
	white lining of car park & blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, white lines may wait until summer Reminded again June 07

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	108
	Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive


	Clerk to arrange for a meeting with CMG every 2 months. Report on recent incidents sent to CMG, CSCI, HDC 

	111
	Council Website
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Footpath signs (2) on footpath 2607 Persimmon Pond to Chanctonbury Nurseries have been removed. Reported to WSCC Rights of Way and Countryside Ranger (26/10/06) who will replace on his next routine visit

Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	122
	Meeting with Nick Herbert MP

	The Chairman will meet with Nick Herbert. No response.
D

	127
	Acorn Lane


	A letter had been received from HDC about the proposal from the Developers of Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage to name the new road Acorn Lane. The Parish Council would wish to name the new development at Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage LINFIELD LANE and have informed HDC of this, twice.

	
	Tree guards

	Cllr Wood will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.





	
	No Dogs sign for erection at Posthorses Play area. 
	Cllr Wood has installed D

	129
	The Sands path hedgerow
	The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice/options/grants regarding restoring the ancient hedgerow. WSCC will inspect in the autumn and advise the Council.

	135
	Parking Post, Meiros Way


	To be installed. June 07 D

	
	Street Scene Wardens
	To visit Ashington to tackle dog fouling. Clerk wrote to Ian Jopling April 2007.

	
	Woelfs Close sign needs replacing
	Clerk reported to HDC 21 May 2007

	
	Tree thinning at Church Close pond
	Cllr Wood to arrange. July 2007


WSCC Highways Issues

	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
	July 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGNM
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority

Will be attended to by WSCC. April 2007

	Timberlea Close road surface
	June 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGPV
	is on the forward programme for surface dressing
Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme

	Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way
	Sept 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGR4
	Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007

	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)
	Sept 06
WSEK-73EJFD
	21st May 2007
	WSCC Highways state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined.
Clerk reminded Highways April 2007

Clerk reported via website

	Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries
	Sept 06

reminded 6/12/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKT9
	WSCC Highways state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months. 
No serious cracks/defects but top dressing may be necessary

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps.

	Footpath on the northern side of the road near the underpass.
	Jan 07
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKNQ
	WSCC to inspect the footpath
Job ticket raised 2nd May 2007

	Raised manhole cover footpath 2606 (southern end near garages)
	17/10/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKHK
	Manhole cover not dangerous but pothole in path and soil erosion at southern end will be done. 2nd May 2007

	Damaged signs
	Feb 07
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKRB
	The large brown sign at the southern entrance to the village and the green three stripe 150 yard “countdown “ sign  about 100 yards before Mill House turn off A24 northbound carriageway

	large pothole outside 17 Hillcrest Drive
	March 2007
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKG5
	Job ticket raised 2nd May 2007. Potholes outside 51, 30 & 36 will also be done

	Pothole outside Telephone exchange, London Road
	27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGMC
	Not deemed to be dangerous

	pavement outside 9 Hillcrest Drive is very uneven. 
	21 May 2007
	WSEK-73EJBX
	Job ticket raised 25 May 2007

	Streetlight at top of Sparrows Lane not working
	5th June 2007
	Reported via website
	


Ashington Parish Council
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