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Minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors K. Hayler (Chairman), B. Norton (Vice Chairman), K. Wood, R. Brennan, T. Kearney, J. Stillwell, M. Woolley
Parish Clerk Karen Dare

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Wardens Paul Conroy & Paul Buckman
One member of the public

Invited Guests – Tom Crowley (Chief Executive, HDC) & Liz Kitchen (Leader, HDC)

[image: image2]
034/09 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllrs D. Harbour, N. Carver & District Councillor Roger Arthur (all holiday), N. Clark (personal) & L. Horton (business). 
035/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None

036/09 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th January 2008 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Norton and seconded by Councillor Woolley, and agreed.

037/09 REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS

Reported Crime and anti-social behaviour for the month of January as indicated in the signal incidents report from Horsham Police are as follows:
A Car was Vandalised on the forecourt of the Monza Car showroom, unfortunately the C.C.T.V. Footage may have been lost by the owner when attempting to download the information. A Laptop and cash were stolen from a resident in The Sands. Staddle-stones were stolen from Resident in Mill Lane. A flowerpot was stolen from a resident in Turnpike Way. We have evidence of  one-off drinking and drug taking at the Electricity Station in Mill Lane, we will continue to monitor and interrupt further activity. The Police have been informed. A Drug Device was found on the footpath at the back of Meiros Way. Criminal Damage to trees within the perimeter Footpath running from the back of Meiros Way.

House-watch.

We continue to receive positive feedback from residents regarding our HouseWatch Scheme. New leaflets & posters are available to advertise the scheme.
We continue to get reports from Residents of anti-social and dangerous driving around the roundabout at the junction of Billingshurst Rd. We have been informed that Police have increased their patrols of the area in the early hours of the morning and that a group of young drivers have been stopped and a section 59 warning issued. These drivers are apparently coming up from Worthing where similar activities have been curtailed by Police. They are gathering in the Car Park at Bramber Castle and then making their way over to Ashington. We are liaising with Neighbourhood Wardens in Steyning to increase their patrols of that area and to notify us and Police when these vehicles gather there. Registration numbers of offenders are known. Residents of Linfield Lane have been informed of the action taken.
The C.C.T.V .system at the Community Centre is back in operation and we now have an additional camera covering the playground area and forthcoming site of the new play area in the one acre field. This effectively means we now have 360 degree coverage of the recreation area. The new signs prohibiting the consumption of alcohol on the recreation ground are now in place and will help us considerably in controlling anti-social behaviour and ensure that everyone will enjoy the area and Parents can be assured that it will be a safe area for their children to play in.
Community Projects:
Street Dance Success:
We had 15 attending our Girls only Street Dance Taster that took place on Wed 28th January. We have had good feedback from Parents and are now organising a short six week course to take place after the Easter Break. 
Our Friday night Freetime football sessions continue to draw in over a dozen young boys despite the often adverse weather conditions. We are linking up with a similar session currently being held in Storrington with a view to inviting their players down to Ashington for a” friendly” game. We are planning a series of one off daytime sessions for all age groups for the forthcoming Half-Term Break.
Wardens Web Page:

Please be aware that current information regarding the Neighbourhood Warden Scheme can be viewed on the Parish Councils Website where residents can be updated on issues affecting Ashington, contact the Wardens by e-mail, and be advised on security matters. They can also find information on the Junior Warden Scheme and current Community projects being undertaken. www.ashingtonpc.org.uk/neighbourhood_wardens.phtml 
The Chairman asked the Wardens if the Junior Wardens could design some leaflets to be put on vehicles that park on the pavements around the village. The Wardens would have to place the leaflets on the vehicles for health & safety reasons. The main problems were in Church Lane, Rectory Lane & outside the shop. Parking on the pavements means that pedestrians have to walk in the road. The Wardens would look into the matter.
038/09 VISIT BY HDC LEADER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE

HDC Leader, Liz Kitchen, thanked the Parish Council for inviting her to the meeting. She was impressed by her first visit to the Methodist Church building and was pleased to hear the Wardens report. She stressed the importance of good liaison and working relationships with Parish Councils.
Tom Crowley, Chief Executive, HDC addressed the issues raised by the Parish Council:

1. Environmental cleansing grants - the grant to Parishes from HDC does not match the expenditure incurred. The real value of the award has been falling in percentage terms for a number of years to a point whereby Parishes could feel that they are no longer able to undertake this service on behalf of HDC. The Parish Council expressed its concern, in writing, about this issue in October 2008 to Ian Jopling but had not received a response, however, the Council had become aware that a Task & Finish Working Group has been established and only larger parishes (not Ashington) invited to join the group. Tom Crowley responded: The Task & Finish Group would have been too large if all of the smaller parishes had been invited to join and therefore those with shopping centres only were on the team. The smaller parishes would be consulted when recommendations were put forward on 25th February. It was likely that the recommendations would include setting the award at 75% of expenditure and putting measures in place to keep it at this level over the years. More information would be forthcoming shortly.
2. Do you have any further information on the restructuring of Community Safety Group and any possible impact on Neighbourhood Wardens schemes? Plus can we seek re-assurance that HDC are still committed to the NH Warden Schemes.
Tom Crowley reported that the Community Safety Group would remain in-tact and that HDC were fully committed to the Neighbourhood Warden Scheme.
3. Ashington has a number of empty retail units and dilapidated properties (Hoots House, Aladdins Cave, Flowerpots) at the southern end of the village - is there any help that HDC can give us to regenerate this area?

Unfortunately HDC are not able to help with empty retail units but AiRS are running a Rural Area Service Programme which offers advice and support to rural enterprises. The District Council Planning Compliance Team could assist with dilapidated sites and HDC would look into the empty residential property (Hoots House) to see if anything could be done.
4. How are HDC making youth & older persons services more accessible to rural communities?

The Neighbourhood Wardens are the link between HDC services and our rural community. As HDC employees they are briefed on the services available and could cascade information to residents. The Wardens were being trained in the use of the mobile skatepark so that it could be used in Ashington more frequently, they also arranged HDC coaches for Dance & Table Tennis sessions. They have good links with Community Development.
5. The new planning application process was introduced in Oct 2008 and has not yet impacted Parish Councils - are we to expect any changes in the process in the near future. Can we expect to receive electronic copies of plans in the future and what provisions will need to be made, if any?

It was difficult to detect the impact of the new process as it was hard to know if the number of planning applications had reduced because of the new process or because of the economic conditions. It was likely that a move would be made to electronic consultations sometime in the future but HDC were not pushing this through quickly. This would lead to HDC making cost savings and this could be used to assist Parish Councils with the cost of printers, projectors etc.
HDC were undergoing some cost saving programmes at present but it is important that savings not only come from discretionary functions. HDC has a duty of wellbeing and Horsham District ranks highly among good places to live and HDC would look at all statutory/discretionary functions on a case by case basis before deciding where cost savings can be made.

Cllr Norton asked if there was any guidance available to help Parish Councils understand what development was possible without need for a planning application. Cllr Wood stated that some of the new planning rules seemed to conflict with previous advice. Tom Crowley advised that he would send the Clerk a link to a website that summarised the new planning guidelines and he would ask Development Control if they could produce a simple summary and make it available to Parish Councils.

039/09 REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
County Councillor Wilkinson reported that:
1. the A24 resurfacing with noise reducing tarmac would start in 2010/11. The first section would be Malthouse Lane to south of the southern flyover. It was established that the southern flyover already had noise reducing tarmac but it was not the same quality as the new tarmac that would be installed in the future. In January 2007 Vince Tipper had stated at a CLC meeting that the flyover wasn’t the right surface and would need updating so Councillors were concerned to learn that the flyover was not scheduled for re-surfacing. The Highways & Transport Forward Works Programme to 2015/16 (distributed by the CLC in December) has shown that several of the resurfacing sections were delayed from 2013/14 to 2015/16. Councillors were disappointed that the programmes were delayed. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Frank Wilkinson with details of the projects that were delayed.
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2. WSCC would consider the Rock Common landfill application on 10th February. It was recommended for refusal. The Chairman asked Frank to thank those responsible for the planning report as it was an excellent document. Nick Herbert MP would be attending the meeting at WSCC on 10th February and speaking against the application.

3. It was likely that WSCC would consider the Laybrook landfill application during summer 2009.

4. WSCC Executive would ratify the report from the Boundary Commission at its meeting on 11th February. It is unlikely that any changes would be made to the report, therefore Ashington will remain in Storrington Division.

Cllr Wood asked County Councillor Wilkinson about the proposed landfill site at Laybrook. Cllr Wood had attended a Community Liaison meeting organised by Cory and reported that there would be 100 vehicles per day to and from the site and the proposed route was A24/B2133 Billingshurst Road. Experience has shown that vehicles travelling up the A24 from the south are directed into Ashington village by their satellite navigation systems, rather than round the village on the A24 bypass. Cllr Wood asked what provision WSCC would make to stop this happening. County Councillor Wilkinson apologised to Cllr Wood but he is unable to speak on this topic. The Chairman asked the Clerk to add Cllr Wood’s comments to the Parish Council’s draft response (see Planning section).
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

040/09 Item 32 Handover of Wimpey Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary.


The Clerk had been contacted by a Solicitor acting on behalf of HDC and was pursuing Taylor Wimpey for completion of the s106 agreement. She informed the Clerk that if Taylor Wimpey went into administration then a claim on behalf of the Parish Council would be lodged with the administrators.

KD
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School hedge – Cllr Norton & the Clerk met with the school on 29th January. It seems that when Persimmons transferred land to the School they drew the northern boundary line in the wrong place resulting in the School unknowingly taking ownership of the hedge and ditch rather than the boundary being down the centre line of the hedge. It is important that the ditch is kept clear as it takes water draining from the Recreation Ground. The School will discuss the matter with WSCC and decide if they wish to apply for the boundary line to be moved, however, this would be a long and costly legal process. In the meantime the hedge desperately needs cutting and it was proposed that the School and Parish Council split the cost (£550) for this time only and ‘without prejudice’ so that the work can commence immediately. The Parish Council had previously agreed (minute 141/08) to pay the whole cost from Council funds as Councillors were under the impression that the Council would own the hedge. Agreed by all.










KD/BN
To list
041/09 The Sands/Viney Close –WSCC & HDC are pursuing this matter.
C/F
042/09 Item 141 Play Area Grant

The play equipment will be installed on 23rd February, completion 6th March (weather permitting) and the new cctv camera has been installed. The Clerk has received confirmation from HM Customs & Excise that it is able to reclaim VAT as the grant is classed as the Council’s own funds, the Council has placed the order and will pay the invoice and the equipment is available for use free of charge. The play area needs a new sign and the Clerk has received a quote for £73+VAT from the supplier recommended by HDC. Councillors approved the quote, Clerk to purchase. The Chairman had seen a proof of the sign and suggested that ‘No Smoking’ might be added. Clerk to check with HDC whether this is acceptable for an open space play area.
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043/09 Item 181 Trees adjacent to Stoneleigh

HDC’s Tree Officer has recommended the following actions:

a. remove the horse chestnut tree – it could potentially lead to root damage if left to grow too large at this short distance from the house. Agreed by all.
b. remove the fallen willow tree – again could be a potential source of root damage as it is too close to the house. Agreed by all.
c. look after the ancient oak tree! He reports that this is a ‘fabulous specimen’ of ‘historical importance’. A TPO would be justifiable and would be a good method of ensuring protection of this tree. He recommends removal of dead wood and nothing else. TPO agreed by all.
Clerk to obtain a quote for all the work.
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044/09 Item 185 Annual inspection of Council land
A report has been circulated to Councillors. The Clerk has taken action on the issues including having one life ring moved from Church Close pond to Posthorses pond to ensure all ponds have a life ring. Mark Adsett did this free of charge and the Clerk has thanked him. Mark will present the Council with a quote for other work that is necessary.

Posthorses area - A planning application is not necessary to simply remove dead wood from the trees in the vicinity of the Posthorses play area and open space. Mark Adsett has submitted a quote of £395 to remove dead wood from the 11 trees and Councillors were asked to approve so that the works can proceed asap as this is a safety issue. The Council had previously paid £520 for dead wood to be removed from 4 trees in the Church Close area (07/08 Accounts). Agreed by all. Clerk to inform Mark Adsett.
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It was also noted that the fencing around the Posthorses pond did not have any wire mesh to deter children from climbing through the fence. It was felt that as a play area was next to the pond it would be safer if the Parish Council had installed wire mesh. Mark Adsett had provided a quote of £175. It was suggested that the Wardens may be able to undertake this task. It was agreed that the work should be done asap and that the Clerk to ascertain whether the Wardens were capable of this task & had the necessary equipment, otherwise Mark Adsett would be asked to do the work.
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HDC has investigated the removal of trees in the Western Tree Boundary in the vicinity of 20/21/22 Meiros Way. Their investigations reveal that the TPO does not apply to any trees planted by Developers and only protects the older trees that were present before the development took place. Therefore removal of newer trees does not constitute a breach of TPO but does constitute an offence of Criminal Damage as the trees are owned by the Parish Council. The Clerk has already written to these properties to explain that the Council owns the land and the trees were cut illegally and that the Council is investigating their removal. HDC has advised the following course of action:

1. Report needs to go to the Police to get a crime ref no.

2. A letter needs to go to all homes in Meiros Way from the Parish Council asking

for information.

3. Put a reward sign up in the vicinity - HDC have some if we need them.
Councillors were asked to consider whether to take this course of action. Councillors agreed that the Police should be informed of the criminal damage but a second letter to residents was not necessary, nor was it felt appropriate to display reward notices. Cllr Wood would tidy up the tree stumps and the hazel trees should re-grow. Tidying up of the western tree boundary would be undertaken in autumn/winter 2009 and the cut trees and garden waste that residents had thrown over would be included in this work which Mark Adsett would provide a quote for.
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045/09 Item 188 Red Lion mini-roundabout, London Road 

Paul Mace from WSCC has re-designed the roundabout and plans have been made available. It is not possible to have a ‘proper’ roundabout as WSCC are not aware of any accidents at this junction. Cllr Woolley pointed out that he is aware of a minor accident at the roundabout that was not reported to Police but dealt with by simple exchange of insurance details.

Councillors agreed that the roundabout is in place to slow traffic down but it does not achieve this as it is largely ignored. A T junction would not slow traffic down. The roundabout also allows large vehicles to turn around if they are unable to pass under the southern flyover. WSCC state that it is not possible to install a bollard on the roundabout. Councillors remain concerned about the number of ‘near misses’ when northbound vehicles go round the roundabout correctly but those following do not and side-on collisions are narrowly avoided.
It was agreed that the mini-roundabout should be moved east towards Hoots House as per the drawings supplied by Paul Mace (WSCC Highways) as this would help slow both north and southbound traffic. It was suggested that if ever Hoots House were redeveloped then s106 money could be put to use in moving the roundabout. Clerk to write to WSCC Highways.
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C/F
046/09 Item 189 Councillor Training

Councillors were reminded that training courses are available from SALC and Councillors were encouraged to attend. The Clerk circulates dates of courses and the Council has a budget for training. The ‘New Councillors’ course is excellent and is recommended for those who have not attended it before. It will be a requirement of the Quality Council renewal in 2011 that the Clerk can demonstrate Councillors training records/attendance. See SALC website www.sussexalc.org.uk






All
CORRESPONDENCE
047/09 For action:
1. WSCC – Chanctonbury CLC Flood Working Group want to know of any flooding concerns relating to residential properties & buildings rather than highways, fields or other areas. Councillors came up with the following list: The Willows, Mill Lane; Parish Churchyard; to the rear of 12 Chanctonbury, Westlands Old Farmhouse, Billingshurst Road. KD
D
2. HDC – LDF ‘Facilitating appropriate development’ consultation document. Responses by 27th February. Cllr Norton to read and respond to the Clerk. 








KD/BN
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3. WSCC – Highways Works programme 09/10 & 10/11:

· 09/10 – Ashington to Southwater major junction improvements project will continue

· 09/10 - Ashington to Storrington Cycle route/bridleway is being investigated
· 09/10 – Big Plant to A283 Steyning road will be resurfaced

· 10/11 - A24 northbound resurfacing with noise reducing tarmac from Malthouse Lane to Mill Lane

· 10/11 – A24 southbound resurfacing with noise reducing tarmac from Hole Street to Kate’s Cakes (this section needs resurfacing as a priority)

· 10/11 – Billingshurst Road to Spear Hill resurfacing

· 10/11 – Billingshurst Road drainage improvements. Cllr Norton has asked to meet with the project manager to ensure that he is aware of all of the drainage problems.

· Project cancelled – upgrade of the culvert outside the Willows, Mill Lane. WSCC feel that this project is not necessary at present as flooding has only occurred because of vegetation blocking the debris screens and not because of the size of the culvert. They have increased the frequency of clearing of the debris screens.

WSCC has confirmed to the Clerk that all future A24 resurfacing schemes at Ashington will utilise noise reducing tarmac.
4. WSCC – projects in the ‘Blue Book’ to be progressed if s106 funds become available. Projects currently in the book include: footbridge at Spring Gardens, A24 south of Ashington speed management, Ashington First School Safer Routes to School, Improved bus link to Storrington, South Horsham Dial a ride extension, support for route 74 bus service. Councillors agreed to ask WSCC to add the following projects: improved footpath to Spring Gardens, Water Lane/Hole Street speed & traffic management, Red Lion mini roundabout improvements. Councillors agreed to ask WSCC to remove the footbridge at Spring Gardens project.
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5. Demonstration at County Hall 10th February 9.30am against the Rock Common landfill application. The Chairman will attend and Councillors are encouraged to attend. The Wardens were handing out leaflets at the School.
6. Methodist Church – questionnaire about use of their facilities. A copy has been given to all Councillors, please return to the Clerk asap.

7. Action in Rural Sussex – entry forms available for Village of the Year 2009. Councillors agreed not to enter.
048/09 For information:
1. HDC – Members involvement in planning decisions
2. WSCC – rights of way maintenance carried out recently

3. PCSO – youths caught racing/sliding at Billingshurst Road roundabout. This remains an ongoing problem and the Clerk has contacted WSCC to see if any minor highway modifications are possible to stop speeding/racing in this area but WSCC has confirmed that it is not possible to make modifications as these would affect the use of the road by the majority law abiding citizens and has recommended that enforcement action is the best route to follow.
4. HDC – minutes & agenda of Standards Committee

5. Laybrook Community Liaison meeting agenda & minutes – It was noted that letters were sent to all households in Thakeham & Shipley inviting them to attend the Exhibitions, but letters were not sent out to Ashington residents. Clerk to write.
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6. HDC – minutes & agenda of Development Control Committee (no Ashington issues)

7. HDC – minutes & agenda of Council meeting

049/09 General:
1. General update from Sussex Police
2. WSCC – Bus shelter grant scheme

3. The Clerk magazine

4. Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine

5. Horsham District Business Directory

6. Community Safety Connections magazine

7. Partnership News

050/09 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
A member of the public had asked the Chairman to thank WSCC for cutting back the hedges from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens.
051/09 PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 21st January and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. 
052/09 Correspondence
New enforcement complaints/issues: 
EN/09/0018 Unauthorised felling of TPO Trees TPO/0822 - 21 Meiros Way
EN/09/0005 Erection of 6ft High Fence and Double Gates - 5 Woelfs Close. The gates will need a planning application (see Planning).
EN/09/0033 Unauthorised works on TPO Trees – Welbourne, Well House Road. The tree officer will write to the person concerned to remind him that a planning application is required prior to any works being carried out.

053/09 Amendments

None

054/09 Applications
DC/09/0108 Re-pollard 1 Willow tree - 6 Broadbridge Cottages London Road
The Parish Council supported this application

DC/09/0134 Retrospective application for fence to front boundary – Cooings, London Road

The Parish Council object to this application – the fence has an adverse effect on the street scene along London Road and approval could lead to many more applications of this type which would significantly affect the overall appearance of this street. In general, properties fronting London Road have hedges, low fences (@1m) and open frontages. The next door property (5 Timberlea Close) has a high fence because it backs onto London Road and the fence encloses the rear garden.

DC/09/0143 Retention of close boarded fencing and gates to front garden - 5 Woelfs Close, London Road
The Parish Council object to this application – the fence/gates have an adverse effect on the street scene along London Road and approval could lead to many more applications of this type which would significantly affect the overall appearance of this street. In general, properties fronting London Road have hedges, low fences (@1m) and open frontages. Gates are of the ‘five bar type’ and generally low (@1metre) and open in appearance.

Landfill at Laybrook Brickworks – a planning application has been submitted but public consultation has not yet started. The Parish Council should prepare its response now rather than wait until the March meeting. Previously the Parish Council has made the following comments:

Minute 486/08 – ‘there could be light pollution issues especially in the winter months, the reported 7.5 tonne lorries could actually be much bigger than this, all lorries would use the Billingshurst Road roundabout off the A24, there would be 100 lorries in and out per day, there may be litter issues along the roads to & from the site, a watercourse would need to be moved and this could affect Ashington, the landfill rubbish would smell, attract seagulls & other animals as it was rubbish that could not be recycled/reclaimed, there would be some gas burned off and this could create a smell, the Crays Lane junction would have to be improved as visibility was poor. Cllr Carver added that a water main supplying Worthing runs across the front of the site’.

Other issues may include – effect of large vehicles on the listed buildings on the B2133, the site is accessed by a B road which is narrow and winding in places, the site is 3.5km from the nearest Strategic Lorry Route (A24) and not the 3km as recommended by WSCC own Waste & Minerals policy documents, lorries may inadvertently travel up through Ashington to access the site. It was noted that the approved lorry route for the brickworks is the A24, A272 and through Coolham and Councillors were unsure why this route was not to be used by landfill lorries.
Councillors should consider the scenario that permission is given for a landfill site at Laybrook and may wish to list specific issues that would affect residents eg lorries through the village, speeding on Billingshurst Road and could put forward a list of possible solutions eg pinch points, reduced speed limit on Billingshurst Road, better signage etc which could be integrated into any planning agreements by WSCC. There may be s106 transport funds available for road improvements and the Parish Council should be proactive in putting suggestions forward.
Cory Environmental have arranged for a visit to one of their other landfill sites on 25th February so that Councillors & members of the public could view an operation similar to that proposed at Laybrook. No Councillors were available to attend.

It was agreed that the Clerk draft a response and circulate to Councillors by email. It may be necessary to hold a special meeting to prepare a response.
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Horsham District Council

055/09 Approvals 
DC/08/2440 Erection of conservatory to rear – 22 Warminghurst Close
056/09 Refusals 

None

057/09 Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 18th February 2009 at 7.00pm.
058/09 FINANCE

An application form from the Financial Services Compensation Scheme has been completed & returned by the Clerk & Cllr Norton. 
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Frances Wood, the Litter Warden has resigned, giving 3 months notice (leaves mid April). She has been Litter Warden for 8 years and wishes to retire. The Parish Council will be very sorry to lose her. Councillors agreed to purchase a gift at the appropriate time. The Clerk & Chairman had discussed the matter with the Neighbourhood Wardens and they indicated that they would be able to take over the Litter Warden duties and integrate the work into their weekly routine patrols. The Junior Wardens could assist with the tasks. This would provide the Council with a cost saving of £3,375 and the Council would still claim the Environmental Cleansing grant from HDC (to be confirmed – Clerk to write to HDC) and could offset the cost against the Wardens budget. Councillors considered that this was a good option as it would help broaden the role of the Wardens and would be a significant cost saving.
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Cllr Wood confirmed that he & his wife would continue to organise the Spring & Autumn Clean Up mornings for 2009.
Progress report from the ‘Task & Finish’ Group looking at the situation with Environmental Cleansing Grants at HDC - none.
059/09 Parish Council Insurance Cover

The Clerk has received the Council’s renewal documents and is happy that all details are now correct. The documents did not arrive until 9th January but payment was due by 29th January so the Clerk arranged for the Chairman & Vice Chairman to sign a cheque prior to the February meeting.

060/09 Correspondence
Request from Victim Support for a donation. The Parish Council does not normally give grants to organisations not specifically connected to Ashington. Councillors to consider the request. Not agreed.
061/09 Income
Zurich Insurance
church cctv camera insurance claim
£4068
HDC


environmental cleansing grant Q3

£591

National Savings
annual interest



£1425.86

Co-op


contribution to layby cost


£5000

062/09 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Zurich Insurance
Insurance renewal



£1770.63
868
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£21

869
(meeting 5th February £15 & 21st January £6)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
870
Mark Adsett

cutting of The Sands path


£1950

874
(Minute 119/08)

Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £281.19
871
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£633.02



Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Postage




£2.68



Key cutting




£8.97*




Total





£661.67
872
* keys for the Willard Room at the Youth Club as the Parish Clerk now has filing cabinets stored in the room rather than in her garage
WSCC

Clerks pension



£168.91
873
S. Fenn

Responder expenses


£0
E. Greenfield

Responder expenses


£0
Kestrel Alarms
Church cctv camera
(inc VAT)

£4793.20
875
SOS Systems
photocopier




£37.95
876
(quarterly charge has increased from £30 to £33 + VAT)

WSCC

Co-op contribution to layby cost

£5000

877
The Clerk requests a bank transfer of £5000 from deposit to current accounts to meet the above payments. Agreed by all.
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.

063/09 MEETINGS

The Chairman met with the Wardens/HDC on 9th January for their monthly meeting and has circulated notes to Councillors for information.
Cllr Wood attended the Laybrook Community Liaison meeting on 19th January.

Cllr Norton & the Clerk attended a meeting at the school regarding the hedge issue (Item 32/33)

064/09 MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Brennan asked if the meetings could start earlier than 7.30pm. Both the Clerk & Chairman advised that an earlier start would not be possible because of work & family commitments.
Cllr Wood advised that the crossing point near the new layby on London Road was dangerous when cars were parked in the layby as visibility was reduced. Clerk to advise WSCC.
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065/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 5th March 2009 at the Methodist Church, London Road. 
The meeting finished at 9.30pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

066/09 Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	85
	Results from Village Survey
	Cllr Hayler leading Steering Group

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	156
	Co-op – 
staff parking and delivery times, frequency

Signs to stop long term parking

Move postbox to London Road

Waiting restrictions for ‘little layby’ opp. Shop car park & new layby
Parking lines in the shopping area car park need repainting
	Monitoring complaints from Turnpike Way residents

Management company investigating (August 08)

Royal Mail investigating (contacted Aug 08)

TRO is being done 
Email owners 16th June 2008

	169
	Decorative signs
	The Clerk is investigating costs for a ‘coach and horses’ design in iron. On hold.

	172
	New picnic bench for Posthorses play area

	Bench has arrived. Clerk to arrange installation.

	177
	New Football goal on Rec
	Clerk & Chairman to investigate

	178
	Hearing Loop
	Cllr Clark asked to arrange for a trial of a portable loop Jan 09.

	184
	Empty retail units in village
	Clerk written to HDC

	
	Police Neighbourhood Panels
	SALC to discuss with Chief Constable Jan 09

	
	Oast House Farm – untidy site
	HDC Enforcement Officer informed Jan 09

	
	Mobile Home at Martins Farm
	Farm owner has discussed with HDC planning – extensive building work will take place shortly and the owner is moving into the caravan for temporary accommodation. D

	
	Sewage problems
	Clerk has written to the Chairman of Southern Water. Copies to HDC Councillor David Jenkins who is pursuing this matter.


067/09 WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe..
Crack filled. On works programme D

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Has been felled, April 08. Awaiting replacement

	Missing green metal bollards:

Church Lane, Rectory Lane, Hillcrest Drive, The Close junctions with London Road
	27th March 2008

5th June 2008 sent a reminder
	Reported to WSCC Highways
	Clerk asked WSCC. Some replaced D

	The 30mph sign is missing from Hillcrest Drive, near to Timberlea Close
	9th July 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways
	

	The drains are blocked on the northbound off slip road at the south of the village


	10th October
8th Dec
	Reported to WSCC Highways

Reported again
	

	Resurfacing of part of Mill Lane
	July 2008
	Will be done when new layby is built, no cost
	Done

	Sign beside A24 at Mill Lane junction discouraging crossing at that point
	WSCC are designing a sign and will pass to the PC for approval
	July 08
	

	2 chestnut trees on the east side of Billingshurst Road near Holmbush Park were dead and overhanging electricity cables and the road.
	WSCC finding out who the trees belong to
	July 08
	

	Dead end sign on Old London Road
	WSCC to trim back vegetation and look at possibly moving the sign
	8 August 2008
	

	Light overhanging highway outside Indian Cottage
	Reported to HDC Enforcement Officer a very long time ago
	Reported directly to WSCC Highways 8 August 2008
	

	some large white concrete blocks had been placed on the highway verge opposite the entrance to Holmbush House, Old London Road
	Reported to Highways Sept 08

Reported again Dec 08
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