
[image: image1]
[image: image3.wmf]

Minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2007 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), N. Carver, K. Hayler, P. Webb, K. Wood, R. Brennan, M. Woolley, J. Stillwell, N. Clark, T. Kearney
Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

County Councillor - F. Wilkinson
Paul Conroy - Neighbourhood Warden
Six members of the public

[image: image2]
392/07 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Councillor Brian Norton & District Councillor Roger Arthur (both business)

393/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Councillor Woolley declared an interest in the discussion concerning proposals for Church Farm (Planning correspondence) as it is adjacent to his own property.

394/07 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th September 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Carver and seconded by Councillor Hayler, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

395/07 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.

Councillor Hayler reported that the Steering Group had agreed 5 courses of action:

a. Review of the Farmers Market with a view of trying to get it back to Ashington in early 2008

b. Establishment of an online calendar of village events in order to prevent clashes – Councillor Clark to liaise with the Clerk
NCl/KD
To list
c. Meeting to consider re-establishing the Youth Council/Youth Forum, invitations will be sent out
d. Promotion of SID and introduction of the PCSO’s at the Police Neighbourhood Surgery on Saturday 13th October
e. Review of cctv cameras with the Neighbourhood Wardens

C/F
396/07 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
HDC has confirmed that the first trigger point for payment of s106 funds from DC/06/1100 has been reached and once funds are received they will alert WSCC who can then instruct the contractor to add the layby project to the works schedule. The second trigger point would be reached when the 12th house was sold. Clerk to chase Hilary Conlon (HDC)



KD
C/F
397/07 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Councillor Norton has received a map of the land to be handed over to the Council from the developers solicitors, however, it did not include the balancing pond and the ditch adjacent to The Sands footpath and he has returned the map with these additions. No further progress. Clerk to chase Hilary Conlon (HDC)









KD/BN
C/F
398/07 Item 139 Litter around the skatepark and telephone box on London Road HDC will empty more frequently and are monitoring the London Road bin as domestic waste is being deposited regularly. “No Dog Fouling” signs will be installed shortly as a map had been sent to HDC.



To list
399/07 Item 142 Sandbags

It was agreed at the September meeting that the Chairman & Cllr Carver would check the current stock of sandbags and, if they require replacement then help is required to clear current stocks and that we then order more sand and, if necessary, more bags. Clerk to obtain a price. Help would be required upon delivery to fill some bags in readiness.



NCa/JB
C/F
400/07 Item 143 CCTV camera

The Clerk will meet with the Neighbourhood Warden to view images from the camera and will follow this up with Kestrel Alarms.


KD
C/F
401/07 Item 144 Clerks contract

NALC/SLCC have issued a new Model Contract of employment for Parish Clerks. The major difference between this and the Clerks existing contract is that the new contract makes specific provision for a pension or gratuity for the Clerk and makes provision for an annual appraisal, there are a number of other minor modifications. The Clerk circulated copies of both contracts to Councillors in September and invited comments.

The annual appraisal takes the form of a written document and a discussion session and the Clerk has copies of the appropriate documents.

It is recommended by NALC/SLCC that Councils & Clerks be encouraged to join the Local Government Pension Scheme (administered by WSCC) and the Clerk had requested details of this for consideration. This will have a cost implication to the Council and the Chairman explained that the Council’s contribution would be @15% of the Clerk’s gross salary which equates to @£1000 per annum and if agreed this should be included in the budget for 08/09.
The Chairman explained that for this to proceed 28 days notice of a Statutory Resolution would have to be presented at the next meeting (November) and that a decision could be formalized at the December Council meeting.

Councillors agreed to the new contract and that the Council should offer a pension to the Clerk – notice would be posted at the next meeting

C/F
CORRESPONDENCE
402/07 For action:
1. AiRS AGM 9th November 2007 – volunteers to attend. No-one volunteered
Councillors were made aware of training courses for new and experienced Parish Councillors at Midhurst and were requested to let the Parish Clerk know if they wished to attend.

2. Sussex Police – questionnaire on policing priorities. Completed by councillors during the meeting. Clerk to return


KD
D
3. Government Office for the South East – proposed stopping up of highway at Posthorses, London Road – to allow development DC/05/2400 to proceed. It was proposed by Cllr Carver, seconded by Cllr Stillwell that the Council support this proposal otherwise no work could be carried out at this property. Agreed by all.
403/07 For information:
1. Sussex Police – Challenge update from Chief Constable

2. HDC – Winner of Britain in Bloom

3. HDC – s106 meeting to agree protocol for transfer of s106 funds to WSCC

4. WSCC – Landscape character management guidelines detailing landscape character of our area

5. AiRS – Horsham Draft Rural Housing Strategy consultation evening 15thOctober. Cllr Woolley agreed to attend


MW
6. HDC – Development Control South Committee. Includes reports on DC/06/1013 proposed school and various enforcement actions.
7. ACCT agreeing in principle to new play equipment at Foster Lane play area but wanting more details in due course
8. HDC – Land west of Horsham masterplan draft supplementary planning document

9. Invitation from St Peter & St Paul’s Church for Councillors to attend an exhibition on 20th October 10am-12.30pm showing the plans for reordering of the church building (including new heating, lighting, kitchen area and seating).
404/07 General:
1. Accountability
2. Friends of Lodge Hill report

3. SLCC notice of AGM

4. WSCC – Connections Magazine

5. Horsham town centre Festival 25-27 October 2007

6. Standards Board – Newsletter

7. Saxon Weald Annual Report

405/07 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT INCLUDING REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
The Neighbourhood Warden reported that:
a. There had been some disturbance by youths in Church Lane in the early hours of Saturday morning. Only one resident had reported the incident to the Police. The Wardens had visited Church Lane residents and given each an incident log and asked if any of them could provide descriptions of the youths. The residents were encouraged to report incidents to the Police.

b. An incident at the Youth Club of a small number of youths being abusive & aggressive to staff. The TV room had been vandalised and covered in graffiti. Warning letters had been issued to the youths concerned and their parents had been visited by the anti-social behaviour co-ordinator from HDC. There had also been an incident of theft of loudspeakers from the Youth Club. These had been returned, the offender caught and the Police were now dealing with the matter.

c. An incident of young children throwing eggs at a house – the resident concerned had requested and received an apology from those concerned and the Wardens had conducted parental visits and cautioned the youngsters.

d. Incidents of theft of cash from the phone box in Rectory Lane and the Fish & Chip shop and a burglary in Billingshurst Road were all being dealt with by the Police

e. More fly tipping in Old London Road but the debris had now been removed

f. A ‘rave’ in Hole Street had been reported to the Police although Cllr Stillwell confirmed that this was a 21st birthday party.

g. The Wardens would be issuing a newsletter this month to include articles on dog fouling, anti social behaviour and the Junior Warden Scheme amongst others.

The Chairman informed Councillors that the Wardens now had the powers to issue yellow ‘Warning Tickets’ to young people for anti social behaviour and this would lead to parents being informed of the incident and a visit to parents from the anti-social behaviour co-ordinator from HDC. The Street Scene Wardens could shortly issue FPNs for dog fouling, graffiti, fly tipping and in the New Year the Neighbourhood Wardens would have these powers.
Cllr Hayler thanked the Wardens and the Street Scene Wardens for their help with the recent Youth Club Band Night which was a big success.

The Chairman thanked the Warden who then left the meeting.

A member of the public asked if the Council had made any progress on getting a bridleway from Malthouse Lane into the village. The Chairman replied that he and the Clerk had met with the new owner of Church Farm who had categorically stated that he would have no bridleways or footpaths across his land. Cllr Wood had looked for alternative routes but none could be found. The member of the public had heard that WSCC should fence off an area adjacent to roads for footpaths/bridleways but this was not practical or safe beside the A24.

The member of the public then reported overhanging trees belonging to WSCC in front of 10 Timberlea Close. Clerk to report to WSCC


KD
To list
She then asked Cllr Clark to look at his own overhanging trees.
Cllr Woolley moved to the public gallery.

Cllr Woolley informed the Council that he had lived at Church Farmhouse for 28 years and that in the past Church Farm had been an arable farm but now it was too small to be viable as a farm. It had been purchased by a new owner in 2006 who would not be able to farm the land as it was too small and therefore a change of use was necessary. He felt that the owner had 2 options:

a. to build a house where the barns currently stand and to lease part of the land to the school & wider community as proposed by the owner or

b. to use the land for commercial storage

Cllr Woolley re-took his place amongst Councillors.

PLANNING.

406/07 The Planning Committee met on 19th September and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman.
407/07 Correspondence
Cllr Stillwell has resigned from the Planning Committee and a replacement Councillor was sought. Cllrs Woolley and Kearney both volunteered and were accepted onto the Planning Committee.

Cllr Woolley left the room.

The Owner of Church Farm has put forward preliminary proposals for redevelopment of the site including demolition of the existing barns, erection of one house and garage, erection of one new agricultural barn, provision of land for horticultural use by the school, access to part of the land for groups such as Scouts/Guides. The owner is seeking comments on these proposals.

At the Planning Committee meeting of 19th September ‘all Councillors objected to the proposals as the site was outside the BUAB and approval would set a dangerous precedent. If HDC were minded to approve a house on the site then the Council would like an agricultural occupancy condition imposed. The owner of the site would have to demonstrate a need for an agricultural property on this site. Councillors recognised that if approval for a house was not given then the site owner would most likely apply for Class B1 storage use for the site and this could result in heavy vehicles accessing the site via Church Lane which would have a detrimental affect to residents in this area’.

Councillors approved this decision. Clerk to convey to the owner of Church Farm.










KD
D
Cllr Woolley returned to the room.
408/07 Amendments

None
409/07 Applications
DC/07/1795 Fell 3 Scots Pine (T1, T2 and T12), and surgery to 6 Scots Pine (T3, T4, T5, T7, T9 and T11), 1 Willow (T6), 1 Lime (T8), 1 Beech (T10) and 1 Oak (T13) trees (West boundary of 14,15,16, and 17 Linfield Lane, Ashington)

14 Linfield Lane Ashington
Cllr Wood had inspected the trees and agreed with the proposed works. It was suggested that if T1 and T2 were removed that they be replaced with one tree only to avoid overcrowding. Agreed by all.
Horsham District Council

410/07 Approvals 
DC/07/1699 Bungalow, East Wolves Farm – erection of 3 stables and a corner box
DC/07/1004 Spinney Ruff, Ivy Lane – erection of 1 replacement dwelling

DC/07/1776 16 Timberlea Close – formation of rooms in roof to include a dormer window

411/07 Refusals 

None
412/07 Withdrawals

None
413/07 Cllr Wood reported that the roof tiles used in the extension of 4 Fairfield Road did not match the existing roof tiles. Clerk to report to HDC.
KD
D
414/07 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 17th October 2007.
FINANCE

Correspondence
415/07 The cost of a replacement roof for the tower in the Posthorses play area will be £799.63 exc. VAT (includes parts & installation). In light of the fact that we are over budget on play area repairs for this year and that the replacement roof is not urgently required (no health & safety issues) it was proposed that this figure is included in the budget for 08/09 and work carried out in April 08 prior to the next RoSPA inspection. Agreed by all.




KD
To list
416/07 The Clerk reported that Mazars have approved the Annual Return.

417/07 The Clerk reported the following areas of significant overspend:

Maintenance of Open Spaces: Budget = £0 Actual spend = £2962

Maintenance of play areas: Budget = £500 Actual spend = £870

Planning consultants: Budget = £0 Actual spend = £658.86 (excludes a further £500 detailed below). These figures will be taken into account when preparing the budget for 08/09.

418/07 Income
HM Revenue & Customs – refund for completing tax return online £150
Kite & Thomas - rent & roundabout sponsorship £2027.50

HDC – environmental cleansing grant Q1 £790.44

HDC – Precept £31,350

The Clerk requests that a bank transfer of £30,000 from current to deposit account be authorized. Proposed by Cllr Brennan, seconded by Cllr Clark and agreed by all.
419/07 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

696

(meeting 4th October £12 & Planning meeting 19th September £5)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
697
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

698

Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£537.65




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Total





£554.65
699
Parker Dann

Planning Consultants


£500.01
700
(for letter to HDC Councillors)

Mazars

External audit



£646.25
701
HDC


Dog bin emptying



£83.20
702
Inland Revenue
Tax&NI




£131.01
703
DJ Flynn

watering flower containers


£305.50
704
The Clerk spoke with Danny Flynn over further watering of the flower containers and agreed watering until the end of September.
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
420/07 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
421/07 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”.
Cllr Stillwell had attended a meeting organized by West Sussex Social Care Services to discuss issues surrounding the Care Homes in Ashington. Cllr Stillwell had prepared a report for Council and it is available upon request.
Cllr Hayler had attended the recent HALC meeting (to discuss the NHS Fit for the Future proposals) and the Youth Club Committee meeting (as the Parish Council representative). She had been unable to attend the ACCT meeting of 7th October.

MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
422/07 County Councillor Wilkinson reported that he had met with Vince Tipper, Mark Whitwell and Mike Horton to discuss highway issues at the southern end of the village outside Bridge Garage. Plans were to monitor the speed of vehicles traveling north through the underpass and if it was found to be excessive then speed limit warnings would be increased and the police would take action. It may be necessary to increase signage as vehicles approach the underpass. Lines would be painted on the road outside the garage to separate the edge of the carriageway from the layby outside the garage. The carriageway surface was due to be redressed and resurfaced next year and the engineers felt that it was not necessary to bring this forward in the works programme.

On list
423/07 County Councillor Wilkinson reported that due to District Councillor Roger Arthur’s efforts resolution of the steet lights and laybys in the spur road of The Sands was high on HDC’s priority list and Hugh Davis at WSCC felt that resolution of this matter would happen soon.

424/07 County Councillor Wilkinson reported that he had looked into the issue of responsibility for the trees at the northern edge of the Recreation Ground. It had been agreed by all parties some years back that these belonged to WSCC and they had responsibility for trimming the trees. County Councillor Wilkinson now reported that new evidence had come to light and that WSCC did not own the trees – the evidence was dated 5th October 1946. County Councillor Wilkinson would try to persuade WSCC to continue trimming of the trees as ownership was going to prove very difficult.





FW
To list
425/07 The Chairman reported that Keith Booty would shortly be marking the lines in the shop car park. The Clerk was asked to contact Keith to suggest that the disabled bay be moved next to the post box.


KD
D
426/07 Cllr Kearney reported that street light no 1 Hillcrest Drive was not working. Cllr Carver reported that the street light at the top of The Sands beside the old school was flickering intermittently.



KD
To list
427/07 Cllr Clark reported that groups of adults had been seen in the Foster Lane and Posthorses play areas. The Clerk confirmed that the correct signage was present in both play areas excluding children over 12 years. Cllr Clark would report to ACCT.

428/07 Cllr Wood reminded Councillors that the Autumn Clean Up was scheduled for 13th October at 9.30am, meeting at the Youth Club, Church Lane.

429/07 Cllr Webb reported that she had seen a man in a silver car park beside the litter bin outside the Co-op on London Road and empty yellow bags out of the boot of his car and put them into the litter bin and travel further down London Road to the litter bin beside the telephone box. Unfortunately she didn’t get his registration number nor can she remember the exact time & date. Clerk to report to HDC as there was some concern that these might have been Biohazard bags.

KD
To list
430/07 Cllr Carver informed councillors that a memorial service for Peter Smith would take place at St. Andrews Church, Steyning on Thursday 8th November at 12 noon.

431/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 1st November 2007 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 8.55pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

432/07 Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48
	white lining of car park & blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, white lines may wait until summer advised by Clokes Management on 26th July 2007 that the contractor will be advised to carry out the work

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	108
	Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive


	Clerk to arrange for a meeting with CMG every 2 months. Report on recent incidents sent to CMG, CSCI, HDC 

	111
	Council Website
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	
	Tree guards

	Cllr Wood will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.





	
	Co-op staff parking in the public car park 
	Clerk reported to Co-op 6th July 2007. Referred to Area Manager D

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Waiting for planning inspectors report on BUAB in November, work with English Rural Housing Association, Meiros Farm is preferred site

	129
	The Sands path hedgerow
	The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice/options/grants regarding restoring the ancient hedgerow. WSCC will inspect in the autumn and advise the Council.

	
	Repairs to play areas following RoSPA report

	Cllr Wood to action

	
	Street Scene Wardens
	To visit Ashington to tackle dog fouling. Clerk wrote to Ian Jopling April 2007.

	
	Tree thinning at Church Close pond
	Clerk arranging with Ben Rainbow for Nov 07

	141
	Play area grant
	Expecting to hear if we are successful in December 2007

	
	No Dog Mess signs for litter bins in play areas
	Clerk to arrange

	
	Copy of byelaws on Youth Club noticeboard
	Cllr Norton to give copy to Clerk


433/07 WSCC Highways Issues

	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
	July 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGNM
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority

Will be attended to by WSCC. April 2007

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe

	Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way
	Sept 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGR4
	Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007

	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)
	Sept 06
WSEK-73EJFD

WSEK-74ZHA5
	21st May 2007

6th July 2007
	WSCC Highways state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined.
Clerk reminded Highways April 2007

Clerk reported via website

Clerk reported via website

	Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries
	Sept 06

reminded 6/12/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKT9
	WSCC Highways state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months. 
No serious cracks/defects but top dressing may be necessary

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps.

	Damaged signs
	Feb 07
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKRB
	The large brown sign at the southern entrance to the village and the green three stripe 150 yard “countdown “ sign  about 100 yards before Mill House turn off A24 northbound carriageway

	Pothole outside Telephone exchange, London Road
	27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGMC
	Not deemed to be dangerous

	Streetlight at top of Sparrows Lane not working
	5th June 2007
	Reported via website
	

	Drains on northbound slip road at southern end of village need clearing
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH5Y
	WSCC to monitor flooding incidents. Pump failed to work during last flooding incident July 2007

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Will examine and replace when appropriate

	Blocked drains Hillcrest Close
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDMA
	

	Bottom part of large directional sign on south side of northern link road into Ashington missing 
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	

	Road surface at bottom end of village outside 3 Swan Orchard – accident blackspot.

Possible blinding of drivers by floodlights at bridge Garage??
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	improved signage, road lines and hatching and possibly some resurfacing work? 

	Street light outside 8 Woelfs Close not working
	3rd September
	Ref 006515
	

	Derestriction sign missing, northern exit slip road to A24 right hand side
	3rd September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	

	blocked gullies northside of Rectory Lane from Crawts to Old School House
	3rd September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	


Ashington Parish Council
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