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Minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2007 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton, J. Stillwell, N. Carver, K. Hayler, R. Brennan, P. Webb, J. Gilbert, N. Phillips, N. Clark, K. Wood
Parish Clerk - Karen Dare
County Councillor F. Wilkinson
4 members of the public

[image: image2]
001/07 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

None
002/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Wood declared an interest in the approval of the budget/precept for 2007/08 (Finance Section) as his wife is the Litter Warden.

003/07 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th December 2006 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Hayler and seconded by Councillor Webb, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

004/07 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.

The Parish Plan has now been distributed. The Chairman proposed that a "Parish Plan Steering Group" was set up to pursue the issues in the new Parish Plan. The Chairman suggested that there should be a balance of representatives from the Parish Council, Village Organisations and residents and that the group should not be too large. Cllr Hayler had provided the Clerk with a draft letter to be sent to the village organisations. Cllrs Hayler, Clark and Webb volunteered to represent the Parish Council on the Steering Group. Agreed by all.











KH/JB
C/F
005/07 Item 29 Shopping area s106 Transport contributions applications David Lambert (WSCC) has written to HDC asking for a variation in the use of the funds from AS/5/98. HDC will have to contact the Developers who originally paid the s106 contribution. The Developer may not agree and may request his money back if it cannot be used for the purpose it was intended. No response.












To list

The Clerk has checked the s106 transport fund agreement from DC/06/1099 (DC/06/1100 has not yet been received) and it is written thus – ‘towards a transport infrastructure scheme which will improve access between the Red Land (development) and local amenities (to include housing, jobs, shops, schools, leisure and other services) which may include a scheme or schemes identified in the document “Highways and Transport Proposed Schemes to be progressed if Developer Funding is secured” (the WSCC Blue Book)‘. Whilst a definite decision from HDC about the use of funds for the layby is not forthcoming it is likely that the layby construction can be funded from this s106 agreement. The Chairman stated that the lay-by /footpath had been in the WSCC Blue Book for some months and that he had put the question of section 106 transport funds to the Chief Executive HDC to answer on his visit to the Ashington Residents Association meeting of the 10th January 2007.



KD
To list
006/07 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Evan Giles (HDC) has spoken with John Skeens from Persimmon Homes who informed him that a meeting between all parties was not necessary as the transfer was due to take place ‘imminently’ as transfer documents only required signatures. Wimpey’s solicitors have confirmed that it will be dealt with immediately after Xmas. The Chairman will remind Evan Giles if no progress is seen in the next month.





JB /BN
C/F
Cllr Wood has obtained the necessary equipment to install the lockable, collapsible bollard at the northern end of the western tree boundary. A key will be given to Andrew Obee.






KW
C/F
007/07 Item 89 Posthorses play area
The gate repairs have been completed. 



KW/NC
D
A second gate has been installed in the play area. It was not possible to give an exact quote as it depended on how many existing materials could be re-used. Still waiting for the invoice.






KD
To list
008/07 Item 108 Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive
The Clerk will arrange a meeting with Care Management Group (CMG) and the Chairman, Cllr Stillwell, T. Kierney & Mrs Burgess (neighbours of the Care Homes) within the next month. There have been no recent incidents and the only problem at present is the parking on the pavements outside the Care Homes and the Neighbourhood Warden is pursuing this.
The Clerk will continue to forward copies of all incidents directly to CSCI.
KD
C/F
009/07 Item 110 A24 Noise
The Chairman met with Vince Tipper (WSCC Highways) who agreed to re-visit previous decisions on whether sound proof barriers were possible on the northern side of the southern flyover and the feasibility & cost of low cost fencing in the same area. Waiting for a response from V. Tipper. The Chairman reminded Councillors that the issue of sound attenuating fencing and the drawing forward of the maintenance programme to include the “quieter surface” would be discussed at the CLC meeting on 23rd January 2007 at Ashington School and urged people to attend.





JB/FW
C/F    
010/07 Item 113 Watering of Hanging Baskets

The Clerk will find a contractor to water the hanging baskets.

KD
C/F
011/07 Item 114 Emergency contact number for the water pumps
County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps. KD
To list
012/07 Item 115 Footpath on the northern side of the road near the underpass
WSCC inspected the footpath but could not see the cracks – they will re-inspect. Cllr Wood reported that weeds were growing up through the road surface due to the unseasonably warm and wet weather and the Clerk confirmed that the next scheduled weedkiller application is April.




KD
To list 

013/07 Item 119 Affordable Rural Housing

The Chairman and Clerk are waiting for confirmation that funding may be available from HDC to meet the cost of AiRS undertaking the survey and analysing the results. The Chairman said that it might be possible to undertake a “Housing Needs” survey on the same basis as the Parish Council had with the recent “Transport and Access” survey.




KD
C/F
014/07 Item 48 S106 Community Facilities Contributions

Ashington Youth Club has written to give the Council an update on the cost of heating for the Youth Club. The Council had previously agreed to apply for s106 funds for the heating once monies became available from DC/06/1100 (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage). The revised estimate for the heating is £4907.87 (significantly lower than the previous quote of @£10000). In addition the Youth Club has provided a quote for the installation of sockets for the IT suite £1075. It is proposed that this be pursued once further s106 community funds become available. Agreed by all.






KD
To list
015/07 Item 120 PCC Hospitality 

The PCC provided hospitality for members of the Parish Council last year. The Chairman along with Councillor Stillwell proposed that the Council reciprocate that hospitality. Funding would have to be made from the ‘Chairmans Allowance’ as the Chairman would be entertaining on behalf of the Council and a budget would need to be agreed by Councillors. Clerk to contact the PCC to discuss suitable dates and ascertain numbers. The Scout Hall would be made available to the Council. Agreed by all.
016/07 CORRESPONDENCE
5. Update from HALC – including details of a seminar on the 23rd January 2007 on the recent White Paper. Cllr Webb volunteered to attend as it was the same date as the CLC meeting in Ashington.
PW    C/F
6. Letter from Storrington Clerk about useful meetings with Nick Herbert MP. It was agreed by all that the Chairman should meet with Nick Herbert 








KD/JB  C/F
7. WSCC – consultation on denominational school transport. Cllr Hayler declared an interest as she is a WSCC employee. No children in the Ashington area are thought to be affected.
8. Owner of Mitchbourne Farm re: footpath to Malthouse Lane stating that they are planning to put sheep in the field in the spring and for this reason they have erected fences along the footpath from the rear of Church Close to Malthouse Lane. The footpath is 10 feet wide and follows the route shown on his farm Ordnance Survey map. Cllr Wood informed the Council that the Ordnance Survey footpath is not the true designated footpath and by erecting the fences the owner has inadvertently blocked the designated footpath. Cllr Wood had informed the WSCC Access Ranger of this and the Ranger had met with the owner and informed them that the blocked footpath should be re-opened. The Chairman invited the owner of the farm to speak at this point as he was in attendance as a member of the public. The owner informed the Council that he had followed the OS map and the WSCC fingerposts (which point in the direction of the footpath that he has fenced and not the direction of the designated path) and the footpath that he has fenced is the ‘commonly used’ footpath. Councillors agreed not to take any action and to leave any further action to WSCC who may require the owner to apply for planning permission to ‘divert’ the designated path or re-open the designated path. Cllr Wood also pointed out that there were 3 strands of barbed wire on the footpath side of the new fencing and for Health & Safety reasons this should be moved to the field side of the fence. The owner agreed to this. The Chairman thanked the owner for attending the meeting.
11. WSCC – review of mobile library service and proposed adjustments to visits to Ashington.
12. Southern Water – winner of the first national Corporate Communications award
14. Local Works update asking MPs to support the Sustainable Communities Bill
The Clerk to respond




KD
D
15. AiRS newsletter – there is an article about funding that the Chairman, Cllr Hayler & the Clerk will discuss.




JB /KH  D
16. HDC Development Control report – includes 4 Fairfield Road and enforcement action at: Wiston Business Park (landscaping), Hole St. Fisheries and Nevada (unauthorised change from residential to B1 use)
17. Evan Giles (HDC) re Item 32/33
18. Annual Sussex Day 16th June each year
21. Nominet  confirmation of registration Internet domain name ashingtonpc.org.uk
22. Horsham District Council Health Seminar Monday 29th January 2007  5.30-7.30pm The Studio the Capitol Horsham. Cllr Hayler to attend 
23. HDC Statement of Principles Gambling Act 2005
24. Respect Awards for Taking a Stand 2006/7 - seeking nominations for anyone in the community who has taken action to make the place safer and nicer to live in.
25. WSCC – retirement of Shirley Stone
26. Mr & Mrs Phelps, Malthouse Barn re: increase in Council Tax 06/07 compared to 05/06 – Clerk to respond citing reduced grants for the Warden Scheme






KD
D
017/07 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN

The Warden was not in attendance. The Chairman informed the Council that a temporary Warden had started work on a months’ trial.
PLANNING.

018/07 The Planning Committee met on 20th December and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all.
019/07 Correspondence

None
020/07 Amendments

DC/06/0374 Redevelopment of Hoots House. The Council objected on the same grounds as previously.
021/07 Applications

None
Horsham District Council

022/07 Approvals 
DC/06/1837 Chanctonbury Nurseries - dismantling of disused greenhouse and using that part of the site for additional caravan and boat storage and cessation of storage in area to the north of the commercial buildings in north of site
DC/06/2776 2 Storey Extension 11 Cricketers Close
DC/06/2616 Rear conservatory 7 Turnpike Way
DC/06/2587 Single Storey extension Audiburn Broadbridge Cottages
DC /06/2602 Rear dormer window 8 Fairfield Road
023/07 Refusals 

DC/06/2105 Erection of detached double garage with office accommodation over (amendment to garage previously approved under application AS/25/02). Broadbridge Farm.

DC/04/2312 Installation of replacement double glazed windows to front elevations (listed building consent) Orchard Cottage Rectory Lane
DC/06/2448 Erection of one dwelling land east of 10 Timberlea Close
DC/06/2650 Temporary part change of use from residential to class B1 use for a period of 2 years Nevada London Road

024/07 Withdrawals

None
025/07 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 17th January 2007. 
FINANCE

026/07 The Finance Committee met on 21st December and agreed the proposed budget and precept. Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes of the meeting. It was proposed that the precept be reduced by 5% in 2007/08 to £62,700. Clerk to inform HDC. Agreed by all.



KD
C/F
027/07 The Chairman proposed that the Council’s Financial Regulations be amended to include the following wording – ‘the PC will consider providing a grant to organisations who, where appropriate, submit a copy of their latest accounts in addition to a written request for a grant’. An “exception “ would be new village organizations without previous accounts.


KD
C/F
Correspondence
028/07 BCM Photocopiers stating that the price per copy on the existing photocopier will increase to 1.575 pence (from 1.5pence) from March 2007. The Clerk recommends that the new photocopier be purchased soon after the start of the financial year as the existing photocopier contract can be cancelled on 6th March 2007. Agreed by all.






KD   C/F
029/07 From Ashington Short Mat Bowls Club - request a contribution of £200 towards new Mats (one Mat £600 two mats £1200, they would like to purchase in March / April 2007). The Clerk confirms that there is £350 left in the 06/07 grants budget. Clerk to request a copy of their accounts.


KD
C/F
030/07 Friends of Lodge Hill Newsletter December 2006 and a request to renew the Council’s subscription (£45). Councillors agreed to renew the subscription using s137 expenditure powers and that the level of expenditure was commensurate with the benefit.
031/07 Income 

Precept

Due 25th January



£33000
032/07 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£22

602
(meeting 4th January £12, Planning meeting 20th December £5, Finance meeting 21st December £5)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£359.25
603
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

604
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Total





£523.97
605
Inland Revenue
Tax & NI




£111.81
606
Cllr Hayler

Parish Plan postage



£8.51
607
HDC


Dog bin emptying



£83.20
608
Languard

Weedkilling (inc VAT)


£211.50
609
PWL


BACS





£3110.13

The above payments were agreed. Proposed by Cllr Norton, seconded by Cllr Carver. Agreed by all present.
033/07 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
034/07 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

035/07 Cllr Stillwell reported that the road surface of Timberlea Close was getting worse. The Chairman confirmed that this had been reported to WSCC in June 2006 and that he had recently reminded them of the matter.
036/07 Cllr Clark reported that the white lines in the car park at the shops had worn off. The Chairman confirmed that Clokes Management had agreed to have the lines re-painted and that he had reminded them a number of times.










JB      on list
037/07 Cllr Wood reported that street lights nos 1 and 47 were damaged. Clerk to report to WSCC







KD
To list
038/07 Cllr Wood reported that Andrew Obee requires a large wood chipper in order to dispose of the waste when he begins work tidying up the western tree boundary. It was agreed by all that the Clerk source a chipper and obtain a quote.









KD
C/F
039/07 Cllr Wood informed the Council that the tree guards on all of the trees on the east side nature trail needed removing and that he had been advised that the best way to dispose of the guards was to shred them. Councillors agreed to Cllr Wood hiring a small shredder for this purpose. 



KW
C/F
040/07 Cllr Wood informed the Council that the oak trees at the entrance to Church Close had recently lost some branches in the high winds and that there were more dead branches that may need cutting. A resident’s car had been slightly damaged by the falling branches. As the trees were all subject to TPO’s planning permission may need to be applied for before any trimming could take place. It was agreed by all that the Clerk contact Mr. Collier, who had previously undertaken work for the Council, to ask for a report and likely cost of the work.  










KD
C/F
041/07 Cllr Hayler informed the Council that the security lights at the EDF sub-station at the southern end of the village were now permanently turned off as they had been deemed illegal under powers in the Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act and asked she be informed should they be turned on again.
042/07 Cllr Hayler asked when councillors would be needed to spread the bark chip on the northern roundabouts. The Clerk responded that she had requested a proforma invoice prior to Xmas but that she had not received it yet and that the bark needed to be paid for in advance. It was decided that there was a possibility of using the shredded bark from the western tree boundary work on the roundabout .Clerk to follow up.





KD
To list
043/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 1st February 2007 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 8.45pm

Signed………………………

Date……………………….

044/07 Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	32
	Western Tree Boundary trimming
	A Obee to undertake

	44
	Warminghurst Close Play Area
	Repainting of equipment – Keith Booty instructed to undertake the work Oct 06. Will be done when the weather improves

	44
	Wood-chip and weedkiller for the centre of the top roundabouts
	Clerk ordered bark chips 25 November 06. Waiting for invoice to issue cheque

	48 
	S106 Community contributions applications

Defibrillator

Collapsible Goalposts
Community Centre dishwasher

Scouts laptop projector
	HDC has approved the request from Ashington 1st Responders for £406. Waiting for 1st Responders to purchase defibrillator. Cheque written December 06
Ashington Rovers Football Club PC agreed Council grant 2  11 06. Received 19/12/06  D
Paperwork sent to HDC 25/11/06

Paperwork sent to HDC 30/11/06

	48
	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority July 06

	48
	damage to a gas pipe cover at the entrance to the shop car park & white lining of car park & blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Clokes Management reported to Transco July 06, reminded Sept 06, expected to be completed November. Safety fencing around 3 11 06
17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out

	67
	Decriminalisation of parking
	“Bus Clearway” sign installed December 06 D

	79
	Bridleway
	November - New owner of Church Farm Chairman seeking  a meeting with the new owner

	90
	Roselands, London Road
	WSCC in discussion with the owner about moving the fence back to the correct boundary

	91
	Timberlea Close road surface
	is on the forward programme for surface dressing June 06

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	94
	Village ponds
	To contact Ben Rainbow in April 2007 to arrange for a summer pond survey and involve Ashington C of E school and their new conservation area.

	98
	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	WSCC informed Sept 2006. Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme

	99
	Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way
	WSCC informed Sept 06

	101
	Skimming of the Skatepark


	ACCT will advise the Council of the date and cost of repairs. This had been included in the budget for 06/07.

	102
	School signs for Ashington
	Warning signs ordered December 2006 to be installed at the junctions of Church Lane/Foster Lane and The Sands/Foster Lane

	105
	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)


	The Clerk reported to WSCC Highways in Sept 06 who state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined

	106
	Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries


	The Clerk reported to WSCC Highways in Sept 06 who state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months. WSCC reminded 6/12/06

	109
	New photocopier
	To be purchased in the new financial year. Budget of £800 plus £200pa for servicing agreed December 2006

	111
	Council Website
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date

	116
	Repairs to litter bins
	Alan Davis agreed to weld new handles to the bin beside the phone box, London Road December 2006

	117
	Grass cutting of two northern roundabouts and areas around link roads
	WSCC agreed to cut free of charge and have added to their cutting schedule for next year (20/11/06). To confirm number of free cuts for 2007 in early 2007

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Footpath signs (2) on footpath 2607 Persimmon Pond to Chanctonbury Nurseries have been removed. Reported to WSCC Rights of Way and Countryside Ranger (26/10/06) who will replace on his next routine visit

Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	
	Road Signs – The Sands, Fairfield Road
	Reported to Martin Brightwell (HDC) 13 Oct 2006 who will visit Ashington, make a list of signs to be replaced and place an order. Could take @6 months as signs are bought in bulk. The Sands sign replaced Dec 06

	
	Raised manhole cover footpath 2606
	Reported to Highways 17/10/06



	
	The Argus – requesting a copy of PC agendas.
	Clerk to send Council’s website address when it is up and running


	
	HDC – proposal from the Developers of Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage to name the new road ACORN LANE.
	Councillors proposed Linfield Lane. Clerk has written to Andy Flack (HDC)


Ashington Parish Council
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