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Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd January 2008 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors B. Norton (Vice Chairman), N. Carver, P. Webb, K. Hayler,  K. Wood, R. Brennan, M. Woolley, N. Clark, T. Kearney
Parish Clerk Karen Dare

County Councillor F. Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Warden Russell Akehurst
Four members of the public

[image: image2]
001/08 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from District Councillor Roger Arthur (holiday). Apology received after the meeting from Cllr J. Stillwell (delayed in London on personal business)

002/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None

003/08 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th December 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Vice Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Hayler and seconded by Councillor Clark, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

004/08 Item 1 Resignation of Parish Council Chairman
For personal reasons John Berry has resigned as Parish Council Chairman and Councillor. Cllr Norton reported that John Berry had been Chairman since 2000 and had made a considerable contribution to the Parish Council, far more than would normally be expected of a Chairman. In addition, John Berry’s contribution to the village as a whole via the Residents Association amongst others was tremendous. John Berry had devoted huge amounts of time to village activities and was instrumental in the achievements of Calor Village of the Year and Quality Parish Council status. Cllr Norton proposed a letter of thanks be sent to John Berry and it was agreed by all that this should be personally signed by all Councillors. Clerk to prepare a letter.




KD
D
The Vice Chairman offered to Chair Council meetings until the AGM in May at which point a new Chairman could be selected. Cllr Norton made it clear he did not wish to stand as Chairman now or in the future. Councillors agreed not to appoint a new Chairman until May as this would give potential candidates time to think about the commitment involved and time to ‘shadow’ the Vice Chairman to help to understand more about the role. Cllr Norton agreed to put himself forward as Vice Chairman at the AGM in May for one more year in order to assist the newly appointed Chairman. It was agreed that if any Councillors wished to put themselves forward as Chairman they should contact the Clerk.

It was proposed that the Clerk take the necessary steps to recruit a new Councillor. Agreed by all.






KD
C/F
005/08 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.
Update from the Steering Group – the last meeting was 13th December at which the Action Plan was reviewed and progress noted (documents available on the Council’s website). The Steering Group were still awaiting new representatives from the Scouts and the Residents Association to come forward. One new issue had arisen notably A24 safety at Kate’s Cakes slip road. It was felt that this sliproad was too short and the increased volume of traffic from the Wiston Business Park using the slip road made it dangerous. The Committee were aware of one serious accident very recently. County Councillor Wilkinson reported that WSCC would be undertaking an A24 Route Safety Study from Findon through to Dial Post in 08/09 with implementation of recommendations (funds permitting) in 09/10. All on/off roads would be looked at. It was agreed that the Clerk write to WSCC to highlight the safety concerns.

KD
C/F
006/08 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
Hilary Conlon (HDC) has confirmed that most of the funding is now in place however, she is still waiting for the legal documentation to confirm a variation in the s106 agreement from Land east of London Road (AS/5/98) allowing the funds to be used for the layby (although the developer has agreed in principle to the variation).









C/F
007/08 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Cllr Norton has a meeting next week with the Council’s solicitors to finalise the outstanding issues. He is waiting for the Developers to confirm that they will pay the Council’s legal costs, although this is written in the agreement. On handover of the land the Council will be responsible for maintaining the area as Public Open Space and will take responsibility for maintaining (keeping clear) the sluices both into and out of the pond. For maintenance the Council will be paid a lump sum of £38,000 plus cost of living increase from the original date of the agreement to the signing date.





BN
C/F

Hilary Conlon (HDC) will meet with members of Estates Management to sort out the outstanding street lights and laybys in The Sands/Viney Close.

C/F

008/08 Item 141 Play Area Grant

The Council has been successful in gaining a grant of £30,000 from the Big Lottery Fund specifically for play equipment for the over 12 age group. Councillors discussed how to proceed as both young people & ACCT would need to be involved in the project. Cllr Hayler suggested that the new Youth Forum could be used as a means of consultation with young people and it was agreed that ACCT should be consulted initially to see if there were any constraints on location & type of equipment before asking the Youth Forum to come forward with ideas. Cllrs Hayler & Clark to discuss with ACCT and the Youth forum and to present findings to the Council.




KH/NCl
C/F
009/08 Item 142 Sandbags

Cllr Carver and Cllr Hayler volunteered to check the current stock of sandbags and report back to the Council.




NCa/KH
C/F
010/08 Item 143 CCTV camera

The Clerk has viewed cctv footage and has contacted WSCC to discuss shading of the streetlight outside the church. Bob Swift (WSCC) is currently on holiday and will return to work early December. No response.


KD
C/F
011/08 Item 145 Quality Parish Council

Written confirmation has been received that the Council has been awarded Quality Parish Council status. It is customary for a small ceremony to be arranged to mark the award and the Certificate is presented to the Council. The occasion is used to thank stakeholders in the community, representatives of principal authorities and other agencies eg police. The press are normally invited.

Councillors agreed to host such an event and asked the Clerk to organize and present to Council the cost of cheese/wine/buffet and a list of invitees. KD
C/F
012/08 Item 150 Private School, Billingshurst Road

A list of suggested ‘local needs’ had been prepared and circulated to Councillors. The list comprised 2 main elements – those projects that could be accommodated in the new school buildings and those projects that would benefit from s106 funds. Cllr Norton informed the Council that HDC had agreed - ‘a planning agreement must be entered into, in consultation with the local Members, to secure the delivery of a suitable community element to meet local needs’ and ‘that, upon completion of the agreement application DC/06/1013 be determined by the Head of Development, in consultation with local Members. The preliminary view of the Committee was that the application should be granted.’ Cllr Norton explained that two suggestions had been put forward by HDC:

a. Satellite Doctors Surgery – local Doctors were not interested in this idea as they would not have access to medical records, support staff and patients may not attend as had been the case some years before when the Doctors had held Surgeries in the Sports Pavilion but few people attended and the Surgeries were stopped.

b. Chemist – the local Pharmacist was not interested as the school was too far away from the centre of the village.

Councillors felt that it was difficult to find a need that the school could offer that we didn’t already have the facilities for in the village. As the pupils were transported by minibus to and from the school from all over the County it was unlikely that there would be after school activities and the minibuses would not be available outside school hours. The school had been designed with a small hall, classrooms and car parking sufficient for their own needs only and plans would have to be amended if they were to accommodate some of the suggestions on the Parish Council’s list although HDC’s Planning Officer had indicated that this could be an option.

Councillors considered the suggestions on the list and made a number of minor amendments (list attached).
The Clerk has arranged a meeting with HDC Councillors, Planning Officers and Representatives from the school for Monday 7th January 2008, Methodist Church Hall at 9.30am to discuss the list of ‘local needs’.

At this point the acting Chairman adjourned the meeting asked if any of the members of the public present wished to speak on this issue:
The first speaker asked for clarification of the school’s religion. Cllr Norton confirmed that the School was part of the Plymouth Brethren but was a separate charitable Trust. Parents do not pay school fees but make donations to the Trust. The member of the public suggested that care should be taken when discussing sharing of facilities with Ashington First School as some parents may not be happy mixing with such a fundamentalist Christian organization. The member of the public then went on to express his disappointment that District Councillor Roger Arthur would not be present at the meeting on 7th January as he had been the only Chanctonbury Ward District Councillor who had opposed the school and the member of the public felt that the meeting should be re-arranged to enable Roger Arthur to be present. The member of the public felt that the list of local needs put forward was really ‘scraping the barrel’ and Parish Councillors agreed but felt it was necessary to move forward and be positive about the situation. The member of the public felt that the whole process had been handled in an extraordinary manner by HDC and that the attitude of District Councillors Jenkins & Circus was quite extraordinary especially as their definition of ‘local need’ was Horsham District whereas Planning Officers defined it as Ashington only.

Cllr Clark asked the member of the public what his opinion was about footpaths, streetlights and possible pinch points along Billingshurst Road and the member of the public stated that he felt that this was urbanization of a semi-rural area, the BUAB had been set by the Local development Framework and it was fundamentally wrong. Pinch points would be dangerous as there were more lorries along Billingshurst Road than there used to be but a 30mph limit would be good.
A second member of the public stated that it was sad that the LDF had not been followed. Traffic along Billingshurst Road was very fast and pinch points would not help. Traffic speeds up as soon as it exits the northern roundabout and a permanent speed indicator would be a good idea. The member of the public supported the idea of a Parish office. She felt that mixing state school children with private school children may not work owing to religious differences and it was possible that the private school did not wish to share its facilities. She had written to District Councillors Jenkins & Circus and the Chairman of HDC to express her dissatisfaction at their decision.

The acting Chairman thanked members of the public and then re-convened the meeting.

013/08 Item 151 Clerks photocopier

This has not worked for 2 years and is uneconomical to repair. Now that the Clerk has access to the Council’s new copier (keys to the Methodist Church) she asked that the Council approve disposal of the old Clerks copier. Agreed by all.
CORRESPONDENCE
014/08 For action:
1. SALC – achievement of QPC status (see Item 145)
2. HDC – Andrew Frost, Planning Officer (see Item 150)

015/08 For information:
1. HDC Development Control South minutes of 20th November and agenda for 18th December. The private school, Billingshurst Road (DC/06/1013) was discussed and the minutes record the decision as ‘a planning agreement must be entered into, in consultation with the local Members, to secure the delivery of a suitable community element to meet local needs’ and ‘that, upon completion of the agreement application DC/06/1013 be determined by the Head of Development, in consultation with local Members. The preliminary view of the Committee was that the application should be granted.’ Also details of ongoing enforcement action: Hole St. Fisheries, landscaping at Wiston Business Park & building not in accordance with plans at 56 The Sands.
2. Sussex Police – update

3. Minutes of Annual Meeting between HDC & HALC 29th October 2007

4. CLC Meeting – Tuesday 22nd January at 2pm. Cllr Hayler informed the Council that she could not attend due to work commitments.
5. HDC – Local Development Framework General Development Control Policies & new Proposals Map – adopted documents. Cllr Carver asked to read.
6. HDC – Statement of Licensing Policy for Regulated Entertainment, Late Night Refreshment and the Sale and Supply of Alcohol.

016/08 General:
1. Southern Water – resources update

2. HDC – Press Release regarding Ashington Junior Warden Scheme

3. HACVS Newsletter

4. Local Council Review

017/08 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT INCLUDING REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
The Neighbourhood Warden reported that:
1. Both Wardens had attended training courses, passed the exams and were accredited to issue Fixed Penalty Notices. However, Sussex Police needed to finalise their accreditation. The Wardens were not sure which offences Sussex Police would allow them to issue FPN’s for. It was thought certain that dog fouling, litter, graffiti would be included but other offences such as anti-social behaviour could be added.

2. The Wardens were undertaking dog fouling patrols at different times of day with the aim of education, deterrent and detection.

3. Three incidents of anti-social behaviour had been reported over the Xmas period: young people in the Turnpike Way play area in the early hours of the morning on 28th December, anti-social behaviour in Fairfield Road on 31st December and cars speeding around the northern roundabout on 1st January. This was an ongoing problem and the Wardens asked that any residents try to make a note of registration numbers. The Police had been called to all 3 incidents but the Wardens were not sure if the Police had actually attended.

4. The Junior Warden Scheme had held one outing and undertaken one recycling project involving collection of Yellow Pages and shoes however, there was no way of advertising the project village wide, communication was via pupils at the school and not everyone who they called upon was aware of the project. The Wardens needed to plan further in advance and advertise on the noticeboards, electronic board etc. In addition collecting around the whole village was too much for the Juniors and they were looking at establishing a drop-off centre which was open at set times of the day.

5. The Walking Bus had been up and running for 4-5 weeks and would resume after the holidays. It operated on Mondays only but it was hoped that it could expand if sufficient interest was shown.

6. The Wardens had been looking to plan a Fun Run to co-incide with last years Festival but had felt that the day was busy enough and a separate event may be better. They had pencilled in 6th April for the Fun Run and were starting to think about details. Information would be available shortly.

Cllr Hayler suggested that the Fun Run was to be held on Festival day as the main London Road was closed to traffic for a short period of time. Closure of roads was difficult to achieve

Cllr Hayler asked that the Wardens provide her with details of the Walking Bus so that she could advertise it via the weekly broadcast event email.

Cllr Norton thanked the Warden for his attendance and the Warden left the meeting.

A member of the public reported that the streetlights at the northern end of the village had been repaired since the last Council meeting.

A member of the public asked if it was possible to have a post box at the northern end of the village. There had been a box outside the Indian Restaurant but this had been moved to near the new school. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Royal Mail.








KD
To list
A member of the public reported that on a  number of occasions vehicles had parked on the slip road to the ‘apples and pears’ shop on the A24 (from the southbound carriageway) and this made turning at this junction dangerous. Clerk to inform WSCC accident prevention.




KD
To list
A member of the public reported overhanging vegetation at Meiros House, Rectory Lane (owned by Mrs Miles). Clerk to write to Mrs Miles.
KD
To list
A member of the public reported that there are still numerous ‘The Acorns’ yellow signs attached to road signs all around the County. Clerk to write to Charles Church (Developers) to ask them to remove the signs.


KD
To list
PLANNING.

018/08 The Planning Committee did not meet on 19th December as there were no applications to discuss
019/08 Correspondence
Appeal decision – DC/06/2946 new house, land to the rear of Four Acres, Rectory Lane. The appeal against refusal of planning permission is dismissed.
020/08 Amendments

None
021/08 Applications
DC/07/2818 Garage extension and loft conversion including dormer windows - 
Four Winds, Billingshurst Road. The Parish Council support this application.
Horsham District Council

022/08 Approvals 
DC/07/2421 2 storey extension with dormer to form garage and living accommodation, 12 Fairfield Road
DC/07/1795 Fell 3 Scots Pine (T1, T2 and T12), and surgery to 6 Scots Pine (T3, T4, T5, T7, T9 and T11), 1 Willow (T6), 1 Lime (T8), 1 Beech (T10) and 1 Oak (T13) trees (West boundary of 14,15,16, and 17 Linfield Lane, Ashington)

14 Linfield Lane Ashington
DC/07/2332 Single storey rear extension - 34 Hillcrest Drive
023/08 Refusals 

None
024/08 Withdrawals

DC/07/2440 Two storey side extension – Stone Barn, London Road

025/08 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 23rd January 2008 at 7.00pm.
026/08 Cllr Wood enquired as to whether schools had to apply for planning permission prior to undertaking any construction work. County Councillor Wilkinson replied that WSCC dealt with plans and permission outside of the normal planning system. Cllr Wood asked if planning permission had been obtained by the school for the shade construction in the playground as it was out of keeping with the general appearance of the school. It was agreed that the Clerk ask WSCC and ask to be kept informed of any proposed building works at the school. 








KD
C/F
FINANCE

027/08 Annual Review of Financial Controls and Internal Audit

The Clerk has amended and circulated the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management procedures as agreed at the last meeting. 

D
028/08 Budget & Precept 08/09

The Finance Committee agreed the budget & precept forecast for 08/09 at its meeting of 19th December 2007. Councillors have been provided with copies of the Minutes and relevant documents. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman. Councillors were asked to approve the budget and precept as presented. The precept will rise from £62,700 to £67,700 (equivalent to 9pence per ‘Band D’ household per week). The rise is necessary due to reduced grants for the Neighbourhood Wardens and for Environmental Cleansing and increased costs including the Clerk’s pension. Cllr Norton explained that funds from the underspent Wardens Budget (due to the shortage of a Warden for most of 2007) were being used to keep the precept down.
It was proposed by Cllr Carver and seconded by Cllr Clark that the precept and budget be accepted. Agreed by all.
029/08 The Clerk reported that there are no new areas of budgetary overspend in addition to those previously reported (maintenance open spaces, maintenance play areas, planning consultants & subscriptions).

030/08 Correspondence
The Council considered a quotation of £235 from Keith Booty to repair the noticeboard outside the Co-op. One leg definitely needs added stability and Keith had recommended concrete struts for both. It was proposed by Cllr Carver and seconded by Cllr Brennan that the quote be accepted. Agreed by all. KD
D
Renewal documents for the Council’s Insurance have been received. The premium has decreased by £252 this year due to the removal of the old photocopier, line marker etc. The Clerk has checked the documents are correct.
Friends of Lodge Hill Newsletter December 2007 and a request to renew the Council’s subscription (£45). Councillors agreed to renew the subscription using s137 expenditure powers and that the level of expenditure was commensurate with the benefit.







KD
D
HDC are inviting applications for Environmental Cleansing grants for 08/09 and 09/10. The Clerk has completed the necessary paperwork to show the cost of all Environmental Cleansing activities (increased in line with inflation) and requested approval to submit to HDC. It was proposed by Cllr Carver and seconded by Cllr Hayler that the documents be submitted. Agreed by all.

KD
D
Proposal to set up an account with SP Services for the purchase of paeds kit equipment on behalf of the First Responders. Payment can then be made monthly by Parish Council cheque rather than the Responders having to use their own personal funds. It was proposed by Cllr Hayler and seconded by Cllr Clark that the account is set up. Agreed by all.




KD
D
031/08 Income
Donation to First Responders £52
Kite & Thomas - rent & roundabout sponsorship £2027.50

032/08 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

724

(meeting 3rd January £12, finance committee 

meeting 19th December £5)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
725
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

726
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£548.69




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Total





£565.69
727
PWL


23rd January




£3110.13
BACS

HDC


dog bin emptying



£83.20
728
St John Ambulance
stethoscopes for responders

£74

729
(from First Responders funds)

ACCT


leaflet distribution



£20

730
As agreed at last meeting

Inland Revenue
tax & NI




£173.58*
731
*includes backdated to 1st April additional tax & NI as a result of Clerks adjusted salary.

Zurich Insurance
renewal premium



£1739.22
732
S. Fenn

First Responders expenses

£41.20
733
E. Greenfield

First Responders expenses

£58.40
734
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
033/08 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

It was agreed at the AGM in May 2007 that the Development & Amenities Committee should cease as all of the actions were covered in the ‘outstanding issues’ tables at the end of each month’s Minutes.
034/08 MEETINGS

None
035/08 MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
None
036/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 7th February 2008 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 9.20pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

037/08 Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48
	blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, 

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006 D

	108
	Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive


	Councillors to arrange for a meeting with CMG every month. 

	111
	Council Website + Online calendar of village events
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date, Cllr Clark to assist

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06 D

	
	Tree guards

	Cllr Wood will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.





	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	129
	The Sands path hedgerow
	The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice/options/grants regarding restoring the ancient hedgerow. WSCC will inspect in the autumn and advise the Council. Waiting for quotes from contractors

	
	New roof on tower in Posthorses play area

	Clerk to arrange for April 08

	139
	Litter around the skatepark and telephone box on London Road 
Dog Fouling  


	HDC will empty more frequently and are monitoring the London Road bin as domestic waste is being deposited regularly. No recent problems D
Street Scene Wardens to visit Ashington to tackle dog fouling. No Dog Fouling signs will be installed shortly as a map had been sent to HDC. 

	146
	Mill Mead – overgrowing vegetation
	Cllr Wood to speak to nearby residents. D

	149
	Pond Survey
	Clerk to take action on recommendations.


038/08 WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe. 

	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)
	Sept 06
WSEK-73EJFD

WSEK-74ZHA5
	Nov 07 - Passed back to NRSWA inspector for comment.
21st May 2007

6th July 2007
	WSCC Highways state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined.
Clerk reminded Highways April 2007

Clerk reported via website

Clerk reported via website

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	I am waiting to hear back from the Structures team that this info is still correct, I will let you know if there is a change.
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps.

	No cycling sign northern end of Recreation round footpath
	17th October
	Email to Mark Whitwell
	Will be replaced Oct/Nov 07 D

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Will examine and replace when appropriate. With Arbo, Due to be felled

	Bottom part of large directional sign on south side of northern link road into Ashington missing 
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	Traffic Engineer passed to Sign Dept Aug 07. I have chased this up, awaiting new sign.

	Road surface at bottom end of village outside 3 Swan Orchard – accident blackspot.

Possible blinding of drivers by floodlights at bridge Garage??
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	improved signage, road lines and hatching and possibly some resurfacing work?

?pinch point?

Speed and volume survey booked for end of Nov 07, results will determine next stage of events, likely to include new signing and line markings.

	Overhanging trees 10 Timberlea Close
	4th October
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	

	Toppled bollard Church Lane/London Road junction
	29th September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	

	Overgrowing vegetation
Ivy Lane 
Willow Way
Glenview, Hillcrest Drive
	8 December

18 December
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email

Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	Highway Rangers to undertake

Inspected but no problems found D
Owner requested to cut back 21Dec

	Poor footpaths & roads:

Tollgate House/Cottage,  London Road 
outside Community Centre
Mill Lane full of potholes
	8 December
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	this section to be patched including removing, where possible, the roots that have caused the issue
The area which requires attention is not part of the 'Public Maintainable Highway'. Foster Lane is not adopted. D
The area which requires attention is not part of the 'Public Maintainable Highway' D


Ashington Parish Council
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