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Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2008 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors B. Norton (Vice Chairman), K. Wood, R. Brennan, K. Hayler, T. Kearney, J. Stillwell, N. Carver, N. Clark, L. Horton, P. Webb, M. Woolley

Parish Clerk Karen Dare

District Councillor Roger Arthur

County Councillor F. Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Warden Russell Akehurst
Two members of the public

[image: image2]
113/08 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

None
114/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Wood declared a personal & prejudicial interest in the review of the Litter Warden’s salary as his wife is the Litter Warden. Cllr Hayler declared a personal & prejudicial interest in the Youth Club grant application.
115/08 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Cllr Carver asked for an amendment to be made to minute 100/08 to show that Planning Approvals DC/07/2700 and DC/07/2703 should read Rectory Close and not Rectory Lane. Agreed by all. The Clerk amended by hand and the Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th March 2008 were approved as a true record and signed by the Vice Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Carver and seconded by Councillor Hayler, and agreed.

116/08 REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS
Crime.

There was an instance of Assault in Penn Gardens during a neighbourly dispute. During the last week of March there was also a series of break-ins into vans in the Hillcrest and Fairfield Rd area in the early hours of a weekday morning. Workmans tools were stolen. We have visited victims involved and the matter has been reported to the Police. We carried out a series of visits to Van owners in the village to alert them of the situation. We will be providing stickers for builders to display in their vehicles declaring that tools are not kept in the vans overnight. A car was also vandalised in Alicia Ave.

Anti social behaviour

There have been some instances of Anti – Social Driving reported to the Police at the roundabout at the top of London Rd and the Billingshurst turn off. We have reported several instances of drivers on the London Rd using mobile phones via the West Sussex Police Website. We prevented the use of two Go-Karts that youths had intended to ride down London Rd. Both Youths were subsequently cautioned.

Dog Fouling Patrols

We continue to carry out regular patrols of the footpaths in the village. The country path adjacent to the A24 (east side nature trail) has been particularly bad and we are scheduling covert patrols at the beginning of April based on information given to us by residents in the area.

S.I.D.

We will be carrying out Camera surveillance with S.I.D.equipment on the 25th and 26th April and we will be actively seeking trained volunteers. Paul Conroy will now be S.I.D.Co-ordinator subject to the approval of the Parish Council.

Community Projects.

Entry forms for the Fun Run will be delivered to all households in the village shortly. We are actively seeking volunteer Marshalls for the day and would like to use all the means at the Parish Councils disposal to raise awareness. Fund raising is for Ashington First Responders.
Junior Wardens will be in action again and will be clearing the area surrounding Aladdins Cave. The owners will provide a skip and a donation (£50) to the scheme to reward the children for their efforts.
Cllr Hayler suggested that it might not be wise to remove the fence separating Aladdins Cave from Hoots House as it would allow vehicles to drive between the two properties. Removal of the fence may encourage further vehicles onto the Hoots House site.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

117/08 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
Funds are now in place and the contractor has been asked to schedule works to commence between June/July. The Clerk has informed WSCC of the date of the Ashington Carnival and asked that the works do not disrupt this event.
C/F
118/08 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Slight delay as the Land Registry map was not sufficiently detailed and needs to be clarified by Persimmons solicitors.




BN
C/F

The Sands/Viney Close – Waiting for Persimmons solicitor and their client to prepare sufficient number of copies for the Agreement. Progress is being made albeit slowly.









C/F

119/08 Item 129 The Sands path hedgerow

The cost for cutting & laying the hedge from Viney Close to Rectory Lane is £3100. The cost of simply cutting the hedge back to a reasonable height, removing dead wood and trimming the sides is £1950. Councillors agreed to go ahead with the cheaper option as the hedge was neither visible nor easy to lay and to add this to the landscaping contract for annual maintenance. To be undertaken in the autumn and after handover of the land from Persimmon.












To list
120/08 Item 141 Play Area Grant

Consultation with local children is complete, the project team has been agreed and the Clerk is arranging the first project meeting for April. Clerk to write to thank the schools for their co-operation.




 KD
C/F
121/08 Item 150 Private School, Billingshurst Road

No new plans have yet been received. Clerk to write to HDC to ask that the matter be deferred until the May Development Control meeting as there was insufficient time for the Parish Council to discuss any new plans before the April Development Control meeting.





KD
C/F
Speed monitoring Billingshurst Road – It was pleasing to see that the average speed is @40mph however, it is disturbing to see that 40% of motorists are exceeding the 40mph speed limit in both directions but only 3-5% are exceeding 50mph. Therefore it seems that a significant number of drivers are travelling between 40-50mph. Frank Wilkinson had spoken to colleagues at WSCC who suggested that it would not be possible to reduce the speed limit to 30mph as the majority of drivers showed that 40mph was an acceptable speed limit and there was no accident history. It may be possible to purchase a ‘vehicle active’ sign that reminded motorists of the speed limit as they approached. A trial was currently underway in Crawley with a portable sign and if successful s106 money (or a CLC grant) could be used to purchase (cost @£3500) and this could be used anywhere in the village to remind motorists of the speed limits. Frank Wilkinson will update the Council on the trial in Crawley.

FW
To list
122/08 Item 157 Parish Remuneration Panel

The Parish Council has adopted the model Scheme as written, with effect from 3rd April 2008.
The Clerk has yet to receive written notification from many Councillors regarding their decision whether to take the Councillors Allowance or not. Clerk to send a reminder with a deadline of 1st May.




KD
D
123/08 Item 158 s106 Contributions from Applegarth/Oak tree House DC/06/1100
It was reported at the last meeting that s106 funds had not yet been received by HDC. After intervention by District Councillor Roger Arthur the Clerk had received confirmation from Hilary Conlon that all monies had now been received. The S&O Committee at HDC are looking into improving this whole process (Correspondence Information 9)






D
124/08 Item 159 Sewage

Southern Water (Correspondence Information 1) has informed the Clerk that it is currently developing a sewer improvement scheme for inclusion in their PR09 business scheme – this comprises trunk sewerage improvements between London Road and the treatment works. In addition, a computer model of sewers in the Ashington catchment area is planned – the model will enable them to identify any sewers whose capacity is not up to standard. They ask that residents inform them immediately of any problems so that they can target their resources. It was agreed that an article be placed in the next Newsletter and the Clerk write to Southern Water to stress the importance of maintenance of the various pumps dotted around the village.






KD
D
125/08 Item 160 Annual Report

A draft Annual report has been prepared and circulated to Councillors. Once the accounts have been approved by Council the report will be sent to the printers. The deadline for this is 2nd May 2008 in order that the Annual Report can be distributed with the next Newsletter. Councillors were asked to read the report and inform the Clerk of any amendments. The cost will be £289 for printing and distribution (a budget of £300 was allocated for this). Agreed by all.
126/08 Item 85 Parish Plan Steering Group

A meeting was held on 28th March but only one person attended. Cllr Hayler to encourage members to attend.





KH
To list
CORRESPONDENCE
127/08 For action:
1. Electoral Review of WSCC – do we need any boundary changes? Storrington division (includes Ashington) has 11% more electorate than the average division. The aim of the review is to make all divisions approximately the same size. No action.
2. Petition to ‘Save Parish Councils’ – from a parish council in rural Cambridgeshire. Complaining about: red tape, increasing amounts of bureaucracy, time spent on council business by volunteers, difficulty recruiting Clerks leading to less time spent on local issues. Council to consider whether it wishes to support this campaign. No action.
3. WSCC – Parish Walks June 2008. Initiative to set up Parish Walks. It is proposed to pass this to Ashington Ramblers and to the Junior Wardens. 









KD
D
4. WSCC – Statement of Partnership with local Councils. Council is invited to comment on the document. No comments.
128/08 For information:
1. Southern Water re: sewage (Item 159)
2. Thakeham Parish plan – includes an action for Thakeham PC to investigate the possibility of sharing our Wardens. Wait for a formal approach to be made. There was a reluctance to share the Wardens as their availability to Ashington would be reduced but a general acceptance that full support and advice would be given to any parish who wished to establish a Warden Scheme.
3. Steyning Area Minibus Annual report 2007

4. Washington PC – concern about HDC’s enforcement procedures

5. HDC – Andrew Frost confirming that the PC will be consulted on any new plans put forward by the private school (Item 150)

6. Washington PC – comments about the removal of the mobile waste services. Response from WSCC. This matter had bee discussed at the CLC meeting and WSCC had established a full consultation process. The scheme may be saved but in a different format.
7. Turnpike Way residents various complaints about deliveries to the Co-op. The store has confirmed that deliveries will not take place before 9am on Sundays and 8am on other days. The store is trying to aim for one main delivery per day (except for bread & milk) and will not deliver on Sundays, although this has yet to be put into place. Continue monitoring.
8. Various emails about Item 158

9. Emails about WSCC plans for landfill sites. It is likely that a planning application for a landfill site at Rock Common would be submitted this week. Opportunity for comments would be given. WSCC had established a list of preferred landfill sites based on risk factors and would fully assess the application and applicant for suitability. It was noted that not a single landfill site has been lined (contained) successfully. 
10. WSCC – confirming that the Highway Rangers Service will continue

11. HDC – Development Control agenda & minutes (nothing of interest to Ashington)

12. HDC – agenda & minutes of Council Meeting

13. Sussex Police – annual review. Overall Crime has been reduced by 12.5%

14. HALC – minutes of meeting 17th March
129/08 General:
1. Clerks & Councils Direct

2. HDC – Smoking related litter campaign

3. Standards Board newsletter

4. HDC – dealing with stray dogs

130/08 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
A member of the public referred to the Council’s advisory article on drainage ditches in the last Newsletter. The District Council are responsible for monitoring and enforcement action regarding ditches. The Parish Council were aware of some ditches having been filled in/piped and informed the District Council of these works. The Parish Council did ask that covenants be included in Title deeds to ensure that homeowners did not fill-in ditches but were unsure whether this had taken place.
A member of the public asked if the planning application for the garage had been approved yet – it had not.

A member of the public asked if action could be taken about the battered For Sale board on the site of the proposed garage adjacent to the A24. Clerk to write to HDC.








KD
To list
The member of the public asked that the Council write to the Co-op (and HDC Environmental Health) to report that delivery drivers are frequently in breach of the agreed hours for delivery vehicles. Agreed by all.


KD
To list
The member of the public also asked if parking restrictions could be applied for the new proposed layby on London Road and the existing layby in Turnpike Way to prevent long term parking. It was suggested that 30minutes for shopping would be sufficient. Frank Wilkinson to follow up with WSCC (Item 29). HDC’s parking enforcement officers could be made aware of the restrictions.
FW
County Councillor Frank Wilkinson informed the Council that the new Highways Engineer (Paul Mace) would be looking to address the problems at the southern end of the village as soon as possible.

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson outlined the likely timescales for the new Planning Application for a Landfill site at Rock Common. The Parish Council would have the opportunity to respond, but as the consultation period would likely be during the summer holiday period the Council would need to be organised and ready to respond.

District Councillor Roger Arthur had circulated an update on the NHS Fit for the Future debate.
131/08 PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 19th March and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Vice Chairman.
132/08 Correspondence
New enforcement complaints: EN/08/0179 Illuminated sign, Indian cottage, London Road.
133/08 Amendments

None
134/08 Applications
None
Horsham District Council

135/08 Approvals 
DC/08/0082 Garden room to rear – 13 Mill Mead
136/08 Refusals 

None
137/08 Withdrawals

None
138/08 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 16th April 2008 at 7.00pm.
139/08 FINANCE

Councillors are asked to approve the appointment of the Internal Auditor (last years auditor has agreed to do this years audit). Agreed by all.
140/08 Contract Reviews:

Cllr Wood left the room.

Litter Warden - That the Council reviews the contract payments of Mrs F Wood Litter Warden. The Vice Chairman proposed a 3% pay increase, seconded by Cllr Carver and agreed by all. New payment would be £281.19 per month.
Clerk - That the Council reviews the salary and hours worked of Karen Dare Parish Clerk currently SCP26 (£10.86 per hour or £6776.64 per annum). An annual increment would result in SCP27 (£11.50 per hour or £7174.70 per annum). Agreed by all. The Clerk confirmed that currently 12 hours per week was sufficient although the new play area project would take some time and hours worked may need to be reviewed in a few months.
Landscape Gardening – it is proposed that the Clerk & Cllr Norton review the contract as there are a number of items that could be removed and others that should be included. An amended contract can then be discussed with Mark Adsett prior to renewal in May 2008. Agreed by all.
Cllr Wood returned.

The Clerk has prepared a budget report for the financial year 07/08 and circulated to Councillors. In summary: a small number of budgets were overspent, particularly unforeseen Play area and open spaces maintenance, however, large savings were made in other areas eg Wardens. Cllr Norton asked the Clerk if she could discover how much of the Calor Gas funds remained.










KD
C/F

141/08 Correspondence
Notification from HDC that the Wardens cost for 07/08 is £48,252 (slightly less than the £52,994 originally allocated). The Council has already paid £23,945 towards the cost and must now pay £24,307. As we expected WSCC has confirmed that there will be no grants towards the scheme in the future but has found a final grant of £2500 for 08/09. HDC has maintained their grant of £5000. These figures were taken into consideration when preparing the budget for 08/09. Councillors agreed that the Wardens provided an excellent service and were good value. Cllr Hayler proposed that the Council should meet with HDC on a regular basis (as the previous Chairman had) to review the Warden scheme. It was agreed by all that Cllr Hayler should meet with Mike Rumble (HDC). Clerk to write to HDC to request a meeting.




KD
D
Consider a quotation of £550 from Mark Adsett to reduce the height and width of the hedge between the school and the balancing pond (along the public footpath). This will make it a more manageable size ready to be added to the landscaping contract. Agreed by all to be undertaken after the bird nesting season ends.
Cllr Hayler left the meeting to attend to a personal matter.

Consider a request from Ashington Youth Club for a grant of £600 towards the cost of insurance for running the Youth Club in the old village hall. Cllr Clark confirmed that the insurance policy was specifically tailored to Youth Clubs. The Parish Council had provided grants in the past towards this worthwhile venture and it was proposed by Cllr Carver that a grant of £500 be awarded, seconded by Cllr Norton and agreed by all. The grant is awarded under Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 – provision of recreational facilities.
Request from Sussex Air Ambulance for a donation towards costs. All Councillors were supportive of this cause. After some debate Councillors agreed to a one-off donation of £500, to be reviewed next year. Clerk to write to Sussex Air Ambulance to stress how important it was that landing sites for the helicopters be provided close to the hospitals, as this seems to be a problem at present. Councillors agreed to the grant using s137 expenditure powers and that the level of expenditure was commensurate with the benefit.


KD
D
142/08 Income
Kite & Thomas - rent & roundabout sponsorship £2027.50

143/08 Expenditure






Cheque no.
HDC


Parish Election cost



£276.15
755

(paid during 07/08 financial year)
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£22

756
(meeting 3rd April £12, planning committee 

meeting 19th March £5, Steering Group

28th March £5)


Donation towards space for photocopier & 4 drawer cabinet at the Methodist Church (annual)






£80.00
756
Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
757
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

758
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£548.69




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17
Anti virus software update


£45.99

QPC drinks




£61.10




Total





£672.78
759
Inland Revenue
Tax & NI




£145.20
760
HDC


Dog bin emptying



£83.20
761
3B Ramps

Skatepark maintenance


£193.87
762
Playdale

New tower roof  in Posthorses play area
£892.58
763
SALC


Chairmans training course


£70.50
764
(for Cllr Hayler, as agreed at last meeting)

SALC


Subscription




£597.63
765
S. Fenn

First Responders expenses

£46.08
766
E. Greenfield

First Responders expenses

£26.00
767
HDC


Neighbourhood Wardens


£24,307
768
(to be paid after the precept installment has been received)

The Clerk reports that she arranged a bank transfer of £4000 from deposit to current account on 7th March 2008 due to insufficient funds in the current account to cover cheques issued in March. Agreed by all.
Cllr Norton suggested that the Singer & Friedlander bank mandate required updating to remove John Berry as a signatory. Cllr Clark volunteered to be the second signatory.







KD
D
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
144/08 MEETINGS

Cllr Hayler attended an ACCT meeting on 7th March, a CLC meeting on 18th March and a HALC meeting on 17th March and has circulated notes to Councillors by email.
145/08 MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Wood asked if it would be possible to use s106 funds to purchase some scalpings to fill in the potholes in Mill Lane. Clerk to investigate with WSCC/HDC. 









KD
C/F
Cllr Wood reported some graffiti on the fence adjacent to the steps up to Hole Street from the southern flyover. Clerk to report to WSCC Street Scene Wardens. 









KD
To list
Cllr Carver proposed a vote of thanks to the Clerk & Cllr Hayler for organizing the successful QPC award ceremony. Agreed by all.
146/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 1st May 2008 at the Methodist Church London Road. This will include the Council’s AGM.
The meeting finished at 9.25pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

147/08 Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	85
	Results from Village Survey
	Cllr Hayler leading Steering Group

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	143
	CCTV camera
	Bob Swift (WSCC) has agreed that the lamp be turned slightly to face the camera and one face be shielded to reduce glare Feb 08

	149
	Pond Survey
	Clerk to take action on recommendations.

	
	New post box at north end of village
	Clerk contacted Royal Mail 9/1/08

	156
	Co-op – staff parking and delivery times, frequency
	Monitoring complaints from Turnpike Way residents

	
	The Acorns yellow signs need to be removed

Re-instatement of grass verges
	Clerk contacted Charles Church 9/1/08

Development Control to address

	
	Planning permission for schools
	Clerk contacted Robert Back (WSCC) 9/1/08 to find out the procedure and Ray Wright HDC


148/08 WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe. 

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Will examine and replace when appropriate. With Arbo, Due to be felled

	Road surface at bottom end of village outside 3 Swan Orchard – accident blackspot.

Possible blinding of drivers by floodlights at bridge Garage??
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	improved signage, road lines and hatching and possibly some resurfacing work?

?pinch point?

Speed and volume survey booked for end of Nov 07, results will determine next stage of events, 

	Overgrowing vegetation:

Meiros House
Glenview, Hillcrest Drive

Rectory Close – footpaths need siding
	9 January 2008
25th March 2008

18 December

25th March

27th March 2008
	Reported to Mark 
Whitwell by email

Email to Highway Rangers

Reported to Mark Whitwell by email

Email to Highway Rangers
Email to Highway Rangers
	Owner requested to cut back 21Dec

	Poor footpaths & roads:

Tollgate House/Cottage,  London Road 
	8 December
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	this section to be patched including removing, where possible, the roots 
Done

	Potholes:

Timberlea Close / Hillcrest Drive

Park Lane

London Road (outside no1 Blacksmiths Cottages)
	10th March 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways

28th March ticket raised
	1 month job ticket no. 269963

Job raised to travel up and down Park Lane with 2.5 tonnes of Type 1 Stone and fill ruts as necessary. Job Ref:269962
1 month ticket no. 269961 to raise granite setts to correct level and fill in pothole in front Done

	Missing green metal bollards:

Church Lane, Rectory Lane, Hillcrest Drive, The Close junctions with London Road

Request for bollards outside 1 & 2 Broadbridge Cottages to stop parking on verge
	27th March 2008

27th March 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways

Reported to WSCC Highways
	


Ashington Parish Council
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