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Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd August 2007 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton, N. Carver, K. Hayler, P. Webb, K. Wood, R. Brennan, M. Woolley, J. Stillwell

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

County Councillor F. Wilkinson

District Councillor Roger Arthur

Steve Hart Neighbourhood Warden
No members of the public

[image: image2]
319/07 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr N. Clark (holiday) & T. Kearney (holiday)

320/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None

321/07 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 5th July 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Norton and seconded by Councillor Webb, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

322/07 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.

There will be an update from the Steering Group after the next meeting in September.









C/F
323/07 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
WSCC has approved the layby project. HDC have assured the Parish Council that once transport funds from DC/06/1100 are received they will alert WSCC who can then instruct the contractor to add the project to the works schedule.











C/F
324/07 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Persimmon Homes has located the collaboration agreement made between the previous developers, Beazer Homes and McAlpine Homes, who have now been taken over by Persimmon Homes and George Wimpey respectively. This agreement clarifies the lump sum contribution situation. Councillor Norton stated that the Parish Council’s solicitor had again written to the developers solicitors to try to resolve the issue, but as yet without response.


BN
C/F
325/07 Item 119 Affordable Rural Housing

The Clerk showed Andrew Smith from English Rural Housing Association (ERHA) Flowerpots, Hoots House & Aladdins Cave and provided contact details for their owners/agents. Andrew Smith made a tour of the village and would like to speak to the Council at the September meeting. ERHA has been appointed by HDC to deal with affordable housing issues in the District. New information has revealed that the Meiros Farm ‘allocated site’ may well have affordable homes for Ashington people only, contrary to previous information.


C/F
326/07 Item 79 Bridleway - Malthouse Lane to Ashington Village
Cllr Wood investigated a route but it was blocked by fences and vegetation. He advised that it would not be possible to unblock this route. Councillors did not want horse riders to use the footpaths 2611 or 2613 in front of the Rectory and therefore it appeared that no bridleway was possible.



D
CORRESPONDENCE
327/07 For action:
1. HDC – review of polling districts, polling stations. Clerk to respond stating that the current Polling Station was adequate.



KD
D
328/07 For information:
1. Chanctonbury County Local Committee agenda for 24th July 2007 and minutes of meeting of 17th April 2007. Next meeting 4th September at 7pm, Rydon Community College discussing the NHS Fit for the Future proposals. Cllrs Wood & Carver volunteered to attend as Cllr Hayler was unavailable. The Chairman asked County Councillor Wilkinson if the 30mph Billingshurst Road speed limit and the parking restrictions in the new London Road layby would be presented to the CLC meeting at some stage. County Councillor Wilkinson confirmed that this would be the case although he was trying to persuade colleagues that previously agreed projects could proceed without having to be presented to the CLC each time.
2. HDC – Street Scene Warden role profile
3. HDC – Scrutiny & Overview Committee information. The Chairman proposed that the Committee look at s106 agreements in respect of:
a. The Parish Council should be consulted on transport needs before s106 agreements are entered into and
b. Procedures should be put in place to follow through the s106 agreements to completion
The Chairman mentioned the changes to section 106 agreements listed in the Minutes of the Chanctonbury County Local Committee of the 26th June 2007, which in effect divided “transport agreements” between “transport contributions “( bus services) and “transport infrastructure contributions” (physical works)
County Councillor Wilkinson stated that WSCC would be taking control of s106 transport, community and education funds and would consult with Parish Councils on how the funds are spent but he could not confirm who would monitor the agreements to ensure completion. He would investigate this issue, report back to the Parish Clerk so that she would know whether to complete the form issued by the HDC S and O committee






FW
C/F
4. HDC Development Control report – includes recommendation to approve new vehicular access to the rear of 10 Timberlea Close DC/07/0872 subject to the fence across the garden being removed. District Councillor Arthur reported that he had made planning officers aware that the owner of this property was keen to erect a new property in the garden and that, whilst this planning application solely concerned a new vehicular access, it was important to monitor the situation regarding further applications for development.
5. HDC – temporary closure of London Road for Ashington Carnival, Saturday 18th August 1.30-2.30pm.
6. Co-op – parking of store staff in public car park. Referred to Co-op Area Manager.
7. HDC – adopted Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document
8. Partnership News – details of Public Meetings to discuss NHS Fit for the Future proposals
329/07 General:

1. HACVS Newsletter
2. AiRS Newsletter – Young Persons edition. Passed to Cllr Hayler and then for Neighbourhood Wardens and Ashington Community Centre.
330/07 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT INCLUDING REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
The Warden introduced himself as Steve Hart and explained that he had been serving Ashington for 4 weeks whilst the regular Warden was on a training course.
The Warden reported that:

1. Dog fouling was a major problem in the village and that the new Street Scene Wardens would be able to issue Fixed Penalty Notices (FPN) to owners who fail to clean up after their dogs. They would also be able to issue FPNs for litter and graffiti offences. The Neighbourhood Wardens were currently unable to issue FPNs.

2. Problems with under-age drinking in various areas of the village . Youngsters possibly having stolen alcohol from parents or shops. Litter left behind causing a nuisance that the Warden had felt necessary to clear away. He had found a number of ‘dens’ and had removed makeshift seats in order to make them less comfortable for the youngsters.

3. Litter around the skatepark and telephone box on London Road – both areas had heavy amounts of rubbish and the bins were always full and overflowing. More bins / larger bins or more frequent emptying was required in these areas – District Councillor Arthur to discuss with Lyndon Johnson (HDC).




RA 
C/F   
4. Fishing – he had secured reduced prices for youngsters to go fishing and had helped a number of youngsters improve their skills by providing equipment and tuition.

5. Fly tipping – the pile of rubbish on Old London Road had not yet been removed. County Councillor Wilkinson explained that the WSCC contractor had used their grab lorry to move the waste from the highway onto the grass verge and that HDC were responsible for the removal of the waste but since HDC did not have a grab lorry it would have been more sensible for the WSCC contractor to remove the waste in the first place. The WSCC contractor would be asked to remove the waste as soon as possible.


FW
D
It was reported that there were a large number of bin bags containing litter at 2 positions within the village. Cllr Wood explained that HDC would remove the bags the following day as these were the result of an organised litter pick by youngsters and adults from Dalesdown residential centre, Honeybridge Lane, Dial Post. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Carl Smith at Dalesdown to thank him and his volunteers for all of their help with this task.

KD
D
Cllr Hayler asked the Warden if he was aware of a number of vehicles performing handbrake turns and other anti-social manoeuvres in the vicinity of the roundabout outside the Red Lion. The Warden reported that he was currently preparing s59 files on a number of individuals and had witnessed numerous similar incidents.

Councillors thanked the Warden for all of his hard work and the Warden left the meeting.

PLANNING.

331/07 The Planning Committee met on 18th July and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman.
332/07 Correspondence

None
333/07 Amendments

None
334/07 Applications
DC/07/1581 2 Broadbridge Cottages London Road - Single storey side and rear extension. The Parish Council support this application.
Horsham District Council

335/07 Approvals 
DC/07/1224  Carfax Rectory Lane - Single storey side extension
DC/07/1490 Lambs Barn, Rock Road – conversion of existing double garage to bedroom with en suite and erection of double bay car barn
DC/07/0872 10 Timberlea Close – new vehicular access onto London Road

336/07 Refusals 

None
337/07 Withdrawals

DC/06/1605 Flowerpots - 6 luxury flats
338/07 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 15th August 2007.
FINANCE

Correspondence
339/07 Quote received from Mr Chenery for cleaning, sanding and applying 2 coats of woodstain to 5 bins & seats in the Warminghurst Close & Posthorses play areas £130pa. These seats are not currently maintained at all and the RoSPA report highlighted the need for maintenance. This has not been included in the budget for this year. Councillors agreed that as the seats were in need of maintenance the Clerk should ask Mr. Chenery to undertake the works this year and include the cost within next years budget.



KD
D
340/07 Income
None

341/07 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

675

(meeting 2nd August £12 & Planning meeting 18th July £5)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment

£427.08
676

Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

677
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£537.65




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Postage




£8.14



Total





£562.79
678
J. Berry

New lock for noticeboard


£1.89

679
LJ Chenery

Maintenance of seats


£244.50
680
SOS Systems
Quarterly photocopier charge

£35.25
681
G. Collier

Church Close tree surgery (inc VAT)
£611

682
Pre-hospital Care
Paeds kit training



£50

683
Services

(from Paeds Kit funds)

Ashington Festival
grant (as agreed at last meeting)

£300

684
Stocksigns Ltd
Deep Water signs



£31.17
685
SALC


New edition of The Good Councillors
£5.88

686



Guides

Mr Chenery

cleaning & repainting 
of village noticeboards


£237.70
687
DJ Flynn

watering of flower containers

£305.50
688
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
342/07 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
343/07 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”.
Cllr Hayler had attended the CLC meeting of 24th July.
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
344/07 Cllr Wood reported that the tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church was dead and asked the Clerk to report to WSCC Highways and request that a new tree be planted.






KD
To list
345/07 Cllr Hayler asked if any Councillors had been contacted regarding the establishment of a Childrens Centre in Ashington. None had been contacted. Cllr Hayler had heard that preliminary discussions with a resident had identified the Methodist Hall as a possible location however she felt that there were other buildings within the village that were possibly more suitable for this purpose and that would benefit greatly from any capital investment that may be available. Cllr Hayler was advised by the Chaiman to contact Sylvia Hibbert (Methodist Church Steward).
346/07 Cllr Carver reported the death of Peter Smith, former Parish and District Councillor and a very well known member of the local community. Councillors expressed their sympathy at his passing
347/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 6th September 2007 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 8.40pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

348/07 Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48 
	S106 Community contributions applications

Youth Club
	Heating and other projects to be agreed when funds from DC/06/1100 become available. To be determined at August s106 panel meeting

	48
	white lining of car park & blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, white lines may wait until summer advised by Clokes Management on 26th July 2007 that the contractor will be advised to carry out the work

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	108
	Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive


	Clerk to arrange for a meeting with CMG every 2 months. Report on recent incidents sent to CMG, CSCI, HDC 

	111
	Council Website
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	127
	Acorn Lane


	A letter had been received from HDC about the proposal from the Developers of Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage to name the new road Acorn Lane. The Parish Council would wish to name the new development at Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage LINFIELD LANE and have informed HDC of this, twice.

	
	Tree guards

	Cllr Wood will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.





	
	Co-op staff parking in the public car park 
	Clerk reported to Co-op 6th July 2007. Referred to Area Manager

	129
	The Sands path hedgerow
	The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice/options/grants regarding restoring the ancient hedgerow. WSCC will inspect in the autumn and advise the Council.

	
	Repairs to play areas following RoSPA report

	Cllr Wood to action

	
	Street Scene Wardens
	To visit Ashington to tackle dog fouling. Clerk wrote to Ian Jopling April 2007.

	
	Woelfs Close sign needs replacing
	Clerk reported to HDC 21 May 2007

	
	Tree thinning at Church Close pond
	Cllr Wood to arrange. July 2007

	
	Contractors vehicles parking on verge in Ivy Lane
	Clerk wrote to Charles Church July 2007


349/07 WSCC Highways Issues

	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
	July 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGNM
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority

Will be attended to by WSCC. April 2007

	Timberlea Close road surface
	June 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGPV
	is on the forward programme for surface dressing
Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007. Done D

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme

	Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way
	Sept 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGR4
	Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007

	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)
	Sept 06
WSEK-73EJFD

WSEK-74ZHA5
	21st May 2007

6th July 2007
	WSCC Highways state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined.
Clerk reminded Highways April 2007

Clerk reported via website

Clerk reported via website

	Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries
	Sept 06

reminded 6/12/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKT9
	WSCC Highways state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months. 
No serious cracks/defects but top dressing may be necessary

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps.

	Footpath on the northern side of the road near the underpass.
	Jan 07
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKNQ
	WSCC to inspect the footpath
Job ticket raised 2nd May 2007

Done D

	Raised manhole cover footpath 2606 (southern end near garages)
	17/10/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKHK
	Manhole cover not dangerous but pothole in path and soil erosion at southern end will be done. 2nd May 2007 Done D

	Damaged signs
	Feb 07
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKRB
	The large brown sign at the southern entrance to the village and the green three stripe 150 yard “countdown “ sign  about 100 yards before Mill House turn off A24 northbound carriageway

	large pothole outside 17 Hillcrest Drive
	March 2007
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKG5
	Job ticket raised 2nd May 2007. Potholes outside 51, 30 & 36 will also be done D

	Pothole outside Telephone exchange, London Road
	27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGMC
	Not deemed to be dangerous

	pavement outside 9 Hillcrest Drive is very uneven. 
	21 May 2007
	WSEK-73EJBX
	Job ticket raised 25 May 2007 D

	Streetlight at top of Sparrows Lane not working
	5th June 2007
	Reported via website
	

	Drains on northbound slip road at southern end of village need clearing
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH5Y
	WSCC to monitor flooding incidents. Pump failed to work during last flooding incident July 2007

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Hedgerow outside 35-37 Meiros Way needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH89
	Done July 2007 D

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	


Ashington Parish Council


				








PAGE  

Page 10 of 12

