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Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors K. Hayler (Chairman), B. Norton, D. Harbour, R. Brennan, T. Kearney, J. Stillwell, M. Woolley, N. Clark, K. Wood
Parish Clerk Karen Dare

District Councillor Roger Arthur

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Wardens Paul Conroy & Paul Buckman

Invited Guests: Frances Wood (Litter Warden), Matthew Gittings (Arun Veterinary Practice), Rowena Tyler (AiRS), County Councillor Pat Arculus, Jean Locker (Thakeham Village Action)

Candidate for Councillor Vacancy – Joan Norris

One member of the Local Press
Six members of the public

[image: image2]
Prior to starting the formal meeting the Chairman presented Frances Wood with a bouquet of flowers to thank her for her service as Parish Litter Warden for the last 8 years (or more). The Parish was very lucky to have her and were sorry to be losing her at the end of April.

101/09 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr N. Carver (personal).

102/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Hayler declared a personal prejudicial interest in Correspondence for Action Item 1 as she lives in the vicinity of the Red Lion.

Cllr Woolley declared a personal prejudicial interest in the sustainable transport route to Storrington (report from County Councillor debate) as he lives in the vicinity of the proposed route.

Cllr Wood declared that effective from 1st May he is no longer associated with the Council’s Litter Warden and Cllr Clark declared that he had recently become Chairman of the Youth Club. Both Councillors will need to complete an Update of Members Interests form (Clerk to arrange).



KD
D
103/09 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 5th March 2009 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Brennan and seconded by Councillor Woolley, and agreed.

104/09 INVITED GUESTS

Matthew Gittings from Arun Veterinary Practice informed the Council that his Practice had recently completed the purchase of Flowerpots, London Road, Ashington. Their intention was to operate a Branch Veterinary Surgery from the premises. He explained that surveyors/architects were currently assessing the condition of the existing building and putting together proposals for the new practice. He assured the Council that any new designs would be in keeping with the area and that he would seek the Council and public’s opinions on new designs possibly at an event to be arranged at the Red Lion. He would be applying to HDC Planning for a ‘change of use’ to a Veterinary Surgery which would consist of  a consultation room, theatre and associated facilities. It was likely that the hours of work would be 9am-7pm, there would be no overnight animal housing, no emergency out-of-hours service as all this would continue to be run from the Pulborough Surgery. It was likely that there would be one Vet, Nurse and Receptionist and very few customers’ cars at any one time. He was planning to approach Monza Garage to discuss parking in the layby outside Flowerpots. He concluded that he was happy to be opening a Surgery in Ashington and was keen to work with the village and involve residents in the plans that unfold in the coming months.
The Chairman thanked Matthew for attending the meeting and asked that he keep in touch with the Clerk.

Rowena Tyler introduced herself as Community Leadership Support Officer from Action in Rural Sussex. She was working on a project entitled Rural Access to Services Provision (RASP) which was a 3 year project, supported by funding from SEEDA and managed by AiRS. The project was focused on the Storrington Area as the main town (hub) with the surrounding villages (spokes) included. The project would look to:
a. identify the current service provision

b. identify gaps in service provision

c. consider how to fill in the gaps

d. assess what service providers think they are providing and why people are possibly not using the services on offer.

Some local villages may become information points where the public can access information about local services and it is possible that Ashington may be asked to host an information point possibly in a community building.
At present AiRS was undertaking an information gathering exercise and had sent a number of spreadsheets to the Clerk. Councillors agreed that the Clerk/Chairman complete the forms and return to AiRS. It was important that we indicated where we go for services if they are not available in Ashington. Rowena Tyler confirmed that there would be a phone survey of a small number of residents in each village/town to gather more data for the project. Councillors agreed a separate meeting with Rowena Tyler once the information had been gathered.








KD
C/F
The Chairman reported that a review of the Parish Plan 2006 was being undertaken and a new Parish Plan would be prepared in 09/10. Residents would be surveyed and it would be possible to include questions about local services within the survey. This would be discussed at the follow-up meeting.

The Chairman thanked Rowena Tyler for attending the meeting.

105/09 REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS

Reported Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 

Reported incidents of Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour for the Month of March were as follows.

· Nuisance Motor Vehicle London Rd March 23rd
Non reported Anti-Social Behaviour
C.C.T.V.Footage from the Community Centre identified a small hatchback, car registration not visible, on the grounds of the Skate Park on the evening of March 3rd. Four unidentified Males had broken the fence rails and were skating for approx 10minutes by the light of the car headlights. Fencing needs to be repaired.

During a particularly gusty and wet evening a main frame window of The Landsdowne furniture company was blown in on Tues 3rd March. It has since been boarded up.

There has been an increase in Dog Fouling incidents in Church Lane Wk beg 12th March. We have programmed some early morning patrols to deter would be offenders.

We have had numerous reports of noise nuisance from Residents in Malthouse Lane involving off-road motorcycles on the land owned by Malthouse Cottage Farm. We have visited some residents concerned but still need to speak to the owner himself. We have sign-posted residents to contacts at Environmental Health and West Sussex Mediation service. We will continue to monitor and have witnessed first hand the noise levels on one particular weekend. You can hear the bikes from The Community Centre.

We had a report from the hairdressers of a suspicious person asking to use the telephone and acting in a strange manner. It turns out after consultation with our Community Police Officers that the man in question was of no fixed abode and hails from Worthing. We spoke to the owners and advised them not allow him on the premises again and to report further appearances to The Police and ourselves.

We have received reports from Residents of anti-social driving by a resident driving a red hatchback and intend to speak to the person who is known to us and have encouraged residents to report such incidents to West Sussex Police via the e-mail link to Operation Crackdown.

Community

The official opening of the new Playpark on the one acre field took place on the 21st March. Wardens were in attendance to help supervise young people who had the additional opportunity to sample the Mobile Skate Park and Sports “Cage” that had been booked for the occasion.

Junior Wardens took part in an exercise with S.I.D. in the morning and afternoon of Sat 28th March. They were shown how to record and monitor the speed of vehicles passing through the village in London Rd, Billingshurst Rd, and Hole St. They were generally well received by both pedestrians and Motorists.

Below is a short summary of their findings

Only 1% of Vehicles travelling out of the London rd towards Hole St recorded speeds between 30 – 35mph.with the highest speed recorded being 33M.p.h.In one incident a local resident ignored  roundabout protocol and drove into Mill Lane the wrong side of the road.

6% of the vehicles travelling along the Billingshurst rd towards the village recorded speeds of 40-45 mph and in two instances vehicles exceeded 50 m.ph.

100% of vehicles travelling on Hole St into the village maintained the 30 m.p.h.limit

The date of the Ashington Fun run has been set for the 17th May and application forms are now available from Ashington First School Reception and the Neighbourhood Wardens

106/09 REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
District Councillor Roger Arthur reported that:

1. It had recently been announced that Veolia would not appeal against the refusal of a landfill site at Rock Common Quarry, Washington. This was a very good result for the local community.

2. A new IT system was up and running at HDC dealing with all of the s106 information. Some non-IT issues were also being addressed and Hilary Conlon (HDC) had produced an excellent report. The Chairman asked Roger Arthur if he could ensure that Ashington Parish Council was able to see the IT system and a copy of the report.
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3. District Councillor Arthur and County Councillor Wilkinson were both involved with the review of Hospitals/Healthcare in West Sussex. At a recent meeting the Chief Executive of the hospital Trust had committed to improving ambulance response times to rural areas and it was possible that ambulances may be located around the County in order to deliver a better service. In addition the training of some paramedics was being enhanced so that they were better able to deal with a wider range of emergencies and it has been suggested that these paramedics operate in more rural areas where transfer times to hospital is greatest.

4. Discussions at HDC about the Red Lion Licence extension application had shown that licensing procedures are different to planning procedures and the Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for licensing applications. He encouraged all residents to report any problems to HDC and the Police every time they occurred.

5. He informed the Council that he now had a position on the HDC Cabinet and as their meetings were on the same night as the Parish Council meetings it is possible that he may be a few minutes late some months

County Councillor Wilkinson reported that:
1. Moving the Red Lion mini roundabout to the east. There are 2 Ashington projects that s106 funds could be used for – the sustainable transport (cycle) route to Storrington and the Red Lion Roundabout. S106 funds are normally given for sustainable transport projects and the cycle route to Storrington would best qualify for funds. If the CLC supports the cycle scheme it is likely to attract additional WSCC funding - if the CLC or Parish gives the message that the cycle scheme is not important to them then the WSCC funds may be redirected to an alternative scheme. It is a case of limited funds and priorities. Frank Wilkinson had suggested that the approximate cost to move the roundabout would be in the region of £4200. There is @£10,000 in s106 funds remaining. He would be speaking to colleagues about the proposed cycle route to better understand it and would report at the next meeting. The Chairman pointed out that many residents had complained about the roundabout, there had been numerous ‘near misses’ and a few small accidents and felt that it was important to take action before a more serious accident occurred and for such a small cost the problem could be remedied. County Councillor Wilkinson was stressing to his WSCC colleagues that the Parish Council were adamant that the work should be undertaken.
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2. He had attended the recent opening of the new play area and a visit to Ashington recently had shown him that the area was well used and popular with youngsters.

3. County Councillor Wilkinson introduced County Councillor Pat Arculus. She is County Councillor covering such areas as West Chiltington, Pulborough and Thakeham and would represent Ashington while County Councillor Wilkinson was unable to comment on the Laybrook Brickworks landfill application because of his position on the WSCC Cabinet. County Councillor Arculus reported that she has a meeting with Thakeham Village Action the following week to discuss a number of aspects of the application. She would campaign against the landfill primarily on the grounds that it is not needed for West Sussex waste. Household waste would be sent to either the recycling facilities at Ford or the MBT plant north of Horsham and it is primarily commercial waste that would be dumped in the landfill site. She explained that there was little Government pressure put on commercial organisations to Reduce, Re-use, Recycle and that WSCC were trying to encourage businesses to deal with their waste in a more environmentally friendly manner. If West Sussex businesses could improve their waste disposal then a landfill site at Laybrook may not be needed. County Councillor Wilkinson stated that it was not possible for the Planning Committee to specify that the waste to be land filled came only from West Sussex, it was possible that London waste would be transported to Laybrook. It was confirmed that the waste would include some unpleasant materials such as lots of food (smells, flies) and possibly batteries (heavy metals e.g. cadmium). At this point Jean Locker from Thakeham Village Action (TVA) introduced herself and explained that TVA held regular meetings to discuss the application and the next meeting is 16th April at 8pm in Thakeham Village Hall, Ashington Parish Councillors were welcome to attend. In addition the Wigginholt Association had arranged a meeting on 8th May at Rydon School, 7pm to discuss Waste & Minerals in general. Again Councillors were welcome to attend. A parade from the northern Ashington roundabout to Laybrook was being organised for 9th May starting at 11am to raise awareness of the issues. TVA was seeking permission to close the B2133 for the parade. It was hoped that these events would co-incide with the public consultation period for the planning application which was currently delayed because of a serious technical issue which Cory had been asked to address.
Cllr Wood asked County Councillor Wilkinson why the WSCC ‘pothole gang’ had filled in one pothole in Church Lane one week, one in Fairfield Road the following week and a second in Fairfield Road a week later. All 3 potholes were known to WSCC and it would have been more efficient to repair them all at the same time. Frank Wilkinson said that he would look into the matter to see if there had been a technical reason why the works had not been undertaken at the same time. WSCC were reviewing the way works were scheduled, how their staff could be contacted while out of the office. The pothole gangs had been working extremely hard to clear the backlog of works following the recent very cold weather.

A Councillor asked why the Rock Common landfill application had been rejected. The Chairman replied that it was because the Environment Agency strongly objected on the grounds that the proposed site lay on top of a major aquifer. It was not a site that WSCC deemed suitable for landfill operations. It was suggested that there are lots of watercourses and aquifers around the Thakeham/Laybrook area.

The Chairman thanked both guests for their attendance and informed Councillors that Ashington Residents Association was organising a public meeting to discuss Laybrook Landfill on 6th May in Ashington where any members of the public could ask questions of Cory, WSCC and others.
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

107/09 Item 32b The Sands/Viney Close –Persimmons solicitor is no longer instructed by her client to deal with Viney Close issues but remains instructed in respect of the s278 Agreement for The Sands. WSCC & HDC are still pursuing this matter.
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108/09 Item 141 Play Area Grant

A small ‘opening ceremony’ took place on Saturday 21st March at 10am.
Drainage – a French/land drain is needed. The Clerk had made some investigations and received a verbal quote of £450-500 from one contractor. Members of ACCT have indicated that they are willing to install the drains on the Council’s behalf and it would cost less than £500 as some materials could be obtained free of charge. The Clerk had previously circulated this information to Councillors who had agreed to allow ACCT to proceed.
‘No Dogs’ signs –ACCT agreed to allow the signs to remain in their current position, however, suggested that ‘except on a lead’ be added. ACCT have a contractor who can produce self adhesive signs and the Clerk arranged for four ‘except on a lead’ signs. In addition the Clerk asked for four more ‘Over 12’s only’ signs as it was clear that many younger children were using the play area despite a clear sign to the contrary. These new signs cost £20 and Councillors are asked to approve this minor additional expenditure. Agreed by all. The Chairman advised that the Wardens were able to speak to any unaccompanied children under 12 years to advise them that they should not be in the play area but if a parent was present the Wardens would not approach as it was deemed that the parent was responsible for the actions of their child. The Parish Council could not be held responsible for any accidents to younger children as it was very clear from the signage that the equipment was suitable for over 12s only.
Cllr Wood reported that some youngsters had been climbing on top of the Metro Shelter and he was concerned that they would hurt themselves if they fell onto the block paving surface. He felt that safety surfacing should have been installed in the shelter. The Clerk confirmed that the block surfacing was normal for shelters, the installers had confirmed that it was safe to install in the shelter and that RoSPA had raised no issues with it during their safety inspection. If an accident occurred due to misuse of equipment then the Parish Council could not be held responsible. All of the equipment and installation had been deemed safe to use by RoSPA.

The Clerk has been through the post-installation safety report and taken action on the items raised – there were very few minor issues all of low/very low risk.
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109/09 Item 192 Resignation of Councillor Lindsey Horton

The Parish Council needs to appoint a new representative for the Residents Association (Cllr Harbour volunteered) and Parish Plan Steering Group (Cllr Stillwell volunteered). 

The Clerk informed the Council that no residents had called for an election and therefore the Council was able to co-opt a Councillor. One candidate had come forward, Joan Norris. The Chairman asked the candidate to tell the Council a little about herself:

She is currently a Magistrate in the Adult and Youth Courts and is interested to bring this experience to the Council to help reduce crime within the village. She has lived in the village a number of years and is keen to help the Council maintain the current high standards within the village.

All Councillors voted in favour of co-opting the candidate onto the Council. Clerk to prepare the paperwork and inform the relevant authorities.

KD
D
CORRESPONDENCE
110/09 For action:
Cllr Hayler left the room and Cllr Norton took over the Chair.

1. Red Lion – application to vary Premises Licence – extension of hours to 00 30 Sun-Thurs, 01 00 Fri-Sat. Several residents had already objected but had discovered that their objections were invalid because they live more than 100metres from the pub. The Clerk had checked with HDC and they were clear that only residents living within 100metres could respond and that their responses must be based on evidence rather than speculation. Evidence comprises police reports or reports to HDC and not simply residents complaints. In addition the Wardens opinion was invalid as the Wardens are not recognised by HDC as being a statutory consultee. Councillors expressed their disappointment that the Wardens were not able to comment and that the whole process relied on residents formally complaining to HDC/Police. It was agreed that the Clerk check the procedures with HDC and circulate to nearby residents.
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Cllr Hayler returned to the room and resumed the Chair.

2. Two Ashington residents – no footpath outside Bluebird Garage and Ashington Autos, cars regularly block the pavement forcing pedestrians to use the road. The Clerk has checked with WSCC and the areas are shared footway/highway and as such ‘no action can be taken’. It was agreed that the Clerk write to both garages to inform them that complaints had been received.
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3. Ashington CE School Travel Plan – the School may look to the Parish Council for support with some issues, for information at this stage, to be included in the Parish Plan Steering Group discussions

4. Complaint from resident about horses using the footpath from Covert Mead to Meiros Way. The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice. The footpath is an E class road (for Emergency vehicle use) and is still part-owned by Persimmon Homes. The Clerk is making enquiries in the horse community about why people are using the route – where they are going.
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5. AIRS – Horsham Rural Links – a proposal to establish local links networks where local parishes can come together to share experiences and help put any plans into action. Does Ashington Parish Council wish to join? Volunteers to inform the Clerk
6. Southwater PC – have organised a training session for Councillors on 8th May 6.30-9pm. Cllr Woolley will attend, no other volunteers.
7. Invitation to attend an event aimed at shaping a better future for children and young people of West Sussex. Volunteers to inform the Clerk
111/09 For information:
1. Compass Buses – new local manager
2. NHS – update on hospital Trusts

3. Post-installation report on the new play area

4. Minutes of the Annual meeting of HALC

5. HDC – Development Control agenda & minutes, nothing for Ashington.

6. HDC – Council meeting minutes & agenda

7. Update on Item 32b

8. Grants for improving children’s play facilities in Horsham District – it is unlikely that we would qualify for a further grant but the Chairman is seeking help from HDC to find funding for a new football goal on the Recreation Ground

9. Update from Chanctonbury CLC flood working group

10. Cory Environmental – the Clerk had asked why they had not distributed letters to Ashington residents. Their response – letters were delivered to some households, they did hold the public exhibition in Ashington

11. New grant scheme for communities living near a quarry (current or historic).

12. Farm Animal Welfare Council – seeking views on ‘Mutilations and environmental enrichment for growing pigs’. Individual Councillors to respond if they wish.
13. Information Commissioners Office – how to respond to FOI requests

14. Ashington resident – complaints about the new play area and young people’s behaviour near his property. The Clerk has spoken to the resident and resolved the issue, the Wardens were involved.

112/09 General:
1. HACVS – training brochure
2. The Clerk magazine

3. Sussex Heritage Trust Awards 2009

4. Anti-bullying Newsletter

5. ICIS Newsletter

113/09 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
A member of the public informed the Council that she had previously been in touch with WSCC Highways and had been told that where there is a ‘dropped kerb’ at the edge of the road this indicates that the area is highway and not footpath. Outside both Bluebird Garage and Ashington Autos were dropped kerbs meaning that vehicles were allowed to park.
114/09 PLANNING.

The Planning Committee did not meet on 18th March as there were no applications to discuss.
115/09 Correspondence
New enforcement complaints/issues: EN/09/0106 Development not in accordance with approved plans - DC/07/2818 Four Winds, Billingshurst Road

DC/09/0015 Replacement signage Co-op Welcome, Ashington. The Clerk had written to HDC expressing disappointment that they had ignored the Parish Council’s wishes with respect to a new sign at the entrance to the car park. HDC responded ‘When the amendments to the application were made and after our telephone conversation stating that Ashington Parish Council still had objections, I duly consulted the local members for their consideration. Councillor Jenkins verbally gave his approval of the sign, no other members responded. In the circumstances permission was therefore granted for the signage, as it was considered under current Development Control policies that the proposed post sign was acceptable, due to its size and siting and would not have an impact on highway safety, due to its reduction in height.’ The Chairman informed Councillors that no nearby residents had objected to the signs.
DC/09/0134 Cooings, London Road. HDC are planning to approve this application contrary to the Parish Council’s views –‘It is considered that the proposed reduction in the existing fence from 2m to 1.8m would be considered in keeping with the surrounding area and would not have an adverse impact upon the street scene. The reduction in height would significantly alter its appearance and would also been stained a darker colour to be similar to neighbouring properties. It is proposed to put on a condition to have landscaping along the verge to the front of the fence to soften its appearance’. The Clerk has reminded HDC that the landscaping along the WSCC Highways verge may not be permitted by WSCC and that approval from WSCC should be sought before the planning application is approved.
116/09 Amendments

None

117/09 Applications
Landfill at Laybrook Brickworks – it is likely that public consultation will not now take place until May/June. The application is very complex and WSCC need more time to verify it. Various public meetings were being organised (see County Councillor comments page 6)
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DC/09/0442 Removal of existing decorative window shutters, removal of outside children's play area and replace with a paved patio for external dining purposes.  Existing set of external double doors removed and replaced with full height timber French windows.  Existing painted plywood door replaced with new timber stable door.  New fencing to screen off bin store and kitchen delivery yard.  Ground levels in rear beer garden graded down to reduce risk of flooding into kitchen and bar areas.  Full external redecoration of all walls and timbers (Full planning) - Red Lion London Road
DC/09/0443 New signage including 2 fascia and 1 hanging signs (Advertisement Consent) - Red Lion London Road
DC/09/0444 Removal of existing decorative window shutters. Existing set of external double doors removed and replaced with full height timber French 

windows. Existing painted plywood door replaced with new timber stable door.  New fencing to screen off bin store and kitchen delivery yard.  Ground levels in rear beer garden graded down to reduce risk of flooding into kitchen and bar areas.  Removal of internal existing decorative timber screens and unnecessary lobby area, removal of raised areas, installation of new partition wall on first floor to reduce the risk of flame from kitchen and lounge areas.  Full external redecoration of all walls and timbers. Replacement of floor finishes, light fittings and Bric A Brak to trade areas (Listed Building Consent) - Red Lion, London Road
Councillors discussed all three applications together. In general Councillors were very supportive of the plans as it appears that pub is being turned back to how it would have looked originally. However, some concern was expressed about the proposed 4m high floodlights in the car park. The design of the proposed lights was unknown and Councillors were concerned about light pollution in the area late at night. It was recognised that the car park needed to be lit but with a type of light that was properly shaded, beam of light that was restricted to the car park area only, was turned off at closing time and was of a design that would not detract from the setting of the historic building. It was noted that bollard lights were proposed around the periphery of the car park and Councillors questioned whether further bollards could be installed instead of the proposed floodlights.
DC/09/0388 Erection of detached double garage with storage area above – Malthouse Farm, Malthouse Lane
Councillors were concerned that the proposed garage was very high and would look oppressive in this rural setting. They were concerned that this would appear as over-development.
DC/09/0483 Existing air conditioning units to the rear of the store will be reconfigured and 4 of the existing units will be removed and replaced with 3 new units. The Parish Council support this application.
Horsham District Council

118/09 Approvals 
None
119/09 Refusals 

DC/09/0143 Retention of close boarded fencing and gates to front garden - 5 Woelfs Close, London Road.
The Clerk asked HDC why the fence at Cooings was to be approved, yet the fence at Woelfs Close had been refused and received the following response – ‘The fence at Woelfs Close is of a poor design and style and does not reflect the openness of the neighbouring properties, where as the fence at Cooings would be reduced in height from 2m to 1.8m and the style of fence is much more appealing to the surrounding area, which would also be painted to a less obtrusive colour, this would also be soften with further landscaping’.
DC/09/0053 The Springs, Malthouse Lane – single storey rear garden room
120/09 Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 15th April 2009 at 7.00pm. Councillors should discuss how/if the Parish Council should communicate with residents about planning applications that could affect more than those residents in the immediate vicinity of the application property.
Cllr Wood asked the Clerk if she could remind HDC that it is over a year since the Indian Cottage erected signs and lights without planning permission. The Clerk informed Councillors that she reminded the Enforcement Officer that a planning application was still awaited every time she communicated with him.

FINANCE

121/09 Correspondence
Councillors were asked to approve the appointment of the Internal Auditor (last years auditor has agreed to do this years audit). Agreed by all.
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Quote for hanging baskets from Mayfield Nurseries - £9.50 per basket for 50 baskets = £475 (same price as last year). The Clerk reminded Councillors that the cost had been included in the budget for 09/10. Councillors agreed to have the hanging baskets during summer 09.
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Ashington Wardens request that the Parish Council act as ‘banker’ for the forthcoming Fun Run. Entry fees and sponsorship cheques would be made payable to the Parish Council and expenses paid by cheque from the Council’s account. The Clerk can record the transactions separately from the Council’s normal business. No payments to be made unless there are sufficient funds available, invoices to be presented for approval and the usual safeguards in place. Agreed by all.
Notification from HDC that the Wardens cost for 08/09 is £49,977 (considerably less than the £58,277 originally allocated). The Council has already paid £26,112 towards the cost and must now pay £23,885. As we expected WSCC has confirmed that there will be a one-off final instalment of £2500 for 09/10. HDC has maintained their grant of £5000. The budget for 09/10 remains at £55,550. The Chairman informed Councillors that Steyning Parish Council have agreed to conduct a survey of all residents regarding the Warden scheme and wished to put this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting. She felt it would be wise to consult residents about the Scheme given that the cost is borne by all residents in their Council Tax.





C/F
Friends of Lodge Hill Newsletter March 2008 and a request to renew the Council’s subscription (£45). Councillors agreed to renew the subscription using s137 expenditure powers and that the level of expenditure was commensurate with the benefit. Agreed by all.
Methodist Church – are very disappointed that the PC has decided to move Committee meetings to ACCT for purely economical reasons. ‘The Methodist Church has given the PC many concessions over the years, especially as it is a Church and not a community hall. The Church is not normally made available to non-Church users. The PC pay the Church £80 for the storage of the photocopier and filing cabinet but this figure has not increased since the Council first paid many years ago’ (the filing cabinet was recently removed from the Church and the photocopier is little used since the resignation of the previous Chairman). Councillors felt that they simply cannot justify paying £10 for a short meeting when there were other facilities available in the village for £3.25 – it would not be good use of public money. Councillors did not feel that a response was appropriate.
122/09 Contract Reviews:

Litter Warden – In light of the resignation of Mrs F Wood Litter Warden (effective 30th April 2009) it was not felt necessary to review the contract. 

Clerk - The Council reviewed the salary and hours worked of Karen Dare Parish Clerk currently SCP27 (£11.50 per hour or £8,970 per annum, 15 hours per week). The Clerk had suggested reducing the working hours back down to 12 per week as a number of large projects have been completed recently. Agreed by all. In addition, due to the current economic climate the Clerk had suggested that the usual annual pay rise (of one increment on the NALC salary scales) was not awarded this year. Not agreed, Councillors felt that the Clerk should be awarded one SCP rise as many other local Council employees were still getting the annual rise. SCP28 currently pays £12.20 per hour or £7612.80 per annum – still a significant saving to the Council due to the reduction in hours. If any additional hours were required from the Clerk then Councillors could review this separately at any time.
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123/09 Income
HDC Environmental Cleansing grant



£590.50
Donation to Ashington First Responders



£250

HDC Big Lottery Grant for play area



£30,000

Kite & Thomas rent & roundabout sponsorship


£2027.50

VAT recovered






£1952.32

124/09 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£15

890
(meeting 2nd April £15)
Donation towards space for photocopier at the 


£80.00
890
Methodist Church (annual), 4 drawer cabinet is no longer
Stored at the Church

Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
891
Mark Adsett

install picnic bench



£265

891
(the Council under-spent the grant by £53)

Mark Adsett

removal of dead trees


£140

891
(as agreed at last meeting)

Mark Adsett

dead wood, Posthorses


£395

891
(as agreed February 09, Minute 044/09)

Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £281.19
892
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£633.02



Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Stamps




£8.64




Print cartridges



£27.96




Total





£686.62
893
WSCC

Clerks pension



£168.91
894
Ashington Parish
transfer to National Savings

£25,000
895
Council (Developers lump sum)

Inland Revenue
tax & NI




£211.16
896
NALC


return of QPC portfolio


£12.55
897
HDC


dog bin emptying



£88.40
898
J. Terry

play area signs



£20

899
SALC/NALC

subscriptions




£559.05
900
Playground Services
play area



£34,045.75
901
(inc VAT, Clerk will reclaim VAT asap)
Playground Inspection 
post installation 


£419.75
902
Co.



Report

Friends of Lodge Hill
subscription



£45

903
HDC


Neighbourhood Wardens


£23,885
904
(to be paid after the Precept is received in late April)

WSCC

refund of under-spent grant

£53

905
Ashington School

hedge cutting


£275

906
(as agreed February 09, Minute 040/09)
The Clerk requests a bank transfer of £7,000 from deposit to current accounts to cover the invoices above.






KD
D
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.

The next Finance Committee meeting is scheduled for 15th April 2009 at 7.30pm to review the Annual Accounts.
125/09 MEETINGS

Southern Water – Cllrs Hayler, Norton & The Clerk met with Southern Water and other interested parties to discuss sewage problems. The Clerk has circulated minutes of the meeting to all Councillors.
The Clerk met with children from Ashington School to discuss their Travel Plan.

Cllr Wood had attended a Tree Wardens meeting. Cllr Norton had attended a meeting with WSCC Highways officers to discuss drainage on Billingshurst Road. Cllr Harbour had attended a Senior Persons Council meeting (notes previously circulated to all Councillors)

126/09 MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Cllr Wood informed the Council that the Village Spring Clean would take place on Saturday 25th April at 9.30am, meet at the Youth Club, Church Lane.
Cllr Wood thanked the Council for the flowers and card on behalf of the Litter Warden.

Cllr Norton informed the Council that the Wimpey Homes transfer of land to the Parish Council had been completed and that there were no outstanding land transfers. The whole process had only taken 10 years. The Title was numbered WSX223475 and the Clerk would add this to the Assets Register, insurance schedule and the Risk Analysis document.



KD
D
127/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 7th May 2009 at the Methodist Church, London Road. 
The meeting finished at 9.10pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

128/09 Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	156
	Co-op – 
staff parking and delivery times, frequency

Signs to stop long term parking

Move postbox to London Road

Waiting restrictions for ‘little layby’ opp. Shop car park & new layby
Parking lines in the shopping area car park need repainting

New delivery area & moved disabled bay
	Monitoring complaints from Turnpike Way residents

Management company investigating (August 08)

Royal Mail investigating (contacted Aug 08)

TRO is being done 
Email owners 16th June 2008

The yellow hashed area was a new delivery bay and a new sign had recently been erected. This area had always been designated on the plans as a delivery bay but because drivers had not used it was changed to a parking bay. The disabled bay had always been the first slot in the car park. Essentially the Co-op has gone back to the original plans. D

	169
	Decorative signs
	The Clerk is investigating costs for a ‘coach and horses’ design in iron. On hold.

	172
	New picnic bench for Posthorses play area

	Bench has been installed D

	177
	New Football goal on Rec
	Clerk & Chairman to investigate

	178
	Hearing Loop
	Cllr Clark asked to arrange for a trial of a portable loop Jan 09.

	181 & 185
	Trees adjacent to Stoneleigh
Annual inspection of Council land
	Waiting for quotes

	
	Police Neighbourhood Panels
	SALC to discuss with Chief Constable Jan 09

	
	Funds in Singer & Friedlander bank account
	An application form from the Financial Services Compensation Scheme has been completed & returned by the Clerk & Cllr Norton. Jan 09


129/09 WSCC Highways Issues

	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Has been felled, April 08. Awaiting replacement

	The 30mph sign is missing from Hillcrest Drive, near to Timberlea Close
	9th July 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways
	

	The drains are blocked on the northbound off slip road at the south of the village


	10th October
8th Dec
	Reported to WSCC Highways

Reported again
	

	Sign beside A24 at Mill Lane junction discouraging crossing at that point
	WSCC are designing a sign and will pass to the PC for approval
	July 08
	

	2 chestnut trees on the east side of Billingshurst Road near Holmbush Park were dead and overhanging electricity cables and the road.
	WSCC finding out who the trees belong to
	July 08
	

	Dead end sign on Old London Road
	WSCC to trim back vegetation and look at possibly moving the sign
	8 August 2008
	

	Light overhanging highway outside Indian Cottage
	Reported to HDC Enforcement Officer a very long time ago
	Reported directly to WSCC Highways 8 August 2008
	

	some large white concrete blocks had been placed on the highway verge opposite the entrance to Holmbush House, Old London Road
	Reported to Highways Sept 08

Reported again Dec 08
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