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Minutes of the meeting held on 1st November 2007 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton, N. Carver, K. Hayler,  K. Wood, R. Brennan, M. Woolley, J. Stillwell, N. Clark, T. Kearney
Parish Clerk - Karen Dare

District Councillor Roger Arthur

County Councillor - F. Wilkinson
Paul Conroy - Neighbourhood Warden
Two members of the public

[image: image2]
434/07 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Councillor Pat Webb (personal commitment)

435/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None.

436/07 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th October 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Clark and seconded by Councillor Wood, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

437/07 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.
Update from the Steering Group – Cllr Hayler reported that the Police Surgery on 13th October had been very positive and it was planned to hold the event again in the Spring. The Chairman reported that planning permission was being sought for a petrol station at the northern end of the village and that the School Walking Bus was about to be launched both of which had been highlighted in the Parish Plan.










C/F
438/07 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
Waiting for funds from HDC to reach WSCC – Dave Lambert (WSCC) and Hilary Conlon (HDC) are co-ordinating the transfer of funds for this project.
C/F
439/07 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
HDC had chased Persimmon’s solicitor but as they have received no response they were now speaking to their Legal department. The Chairman reminded District Councillor Roger Arthur that the agreement was valid for 10 years and would expire in 2008 and therefore it is imperative to pursue this matter vehemently. Cllr Norton had spoken to the Parish Council’s solicitors and they confirmed that no response had been received from Persimmon’s solicitors.










BN
C/F
440/07 Item 119 Affordable Rural Housing

Andrew Smith from ERHA has informed the Council that the Meiros Farm site is included within the Government Inspectors Site Specific Allocations of Land. HDC will meet with the housing developer to agree a plan for affordable housing on this site. If agreement is reached then AiRS & ERHA will involve the Parish Council in information events. At this stage it seems that the Developer may agree to in the region of 14
 affordable homes, possible some sheltered homes for the elderly and a contribution towards play facilities in the village. On list
441/07 Item 142 Sandbags

It was agreed at the September meeting that the Chairman & Cllr Carver would check the current stock of sandbags and, if they require replacement then help is required to clear current stocks and that we then order more sand and, if necessary, more bags. Clerk to obtain a price. Help would be required upon delivery to fill some bags in readiness.



NCa/JB
C/F
442/07 Item 143 CCTV camera

The Clerk has viewed cctv footage and has contacted WSCC to discuss shading of the streetlight outside the church.




KD
C/F
443/07 Item 144 Clerks Pension – 28 days notice of Statutory Resolution
It was proposed under Regulation 4(4) of the Local Government Pension

Scheme Regulations 1997 that the Parish Clerk, Karen Dare, should be nominated as a pensionable employee subject to the terms and provisions of those Regulations (as amended from time to time) with effect from 6th April 2008 – notice posted on 1st November 2007. Decision to be taken at the Council meeting of 6th December 2007.






C/F
444/07 Item 145 Quality Parish Council

The Clerk has prepared the Council’s portfolio of evidence and arranged for Mark McTaggart (SALC) to inspect it. He feels that the portfolio is ready for submission. Councillors were asked to approve the submission of the portfolio for formal assessment. The cost of marking is £58.75 inc VAT. There is no £10,000 award for successfully achieving QPC status – this was offered in 2005 (the Chairman produced evidence) but has been withdrawn without being publicised. It was proposed by Cllr Norton, seconded by Cllr Carver that the portfolio be submitted for assessment. Agreed by all.



KD
To list
CORRESPONDENCE
445/07 For action:
1. HDC – meadow seed available (instead of annual bulb orders). It was agreed that none be requested as the species may not be native to this area.
2. HDC – Horsham District Housing Strategy Consultation document – requires response. It was agreed that the Clerk complete the questionnaire.






KD
D
446/07 For information:
1. HDC – Protocol for transfer of s106 transport funds to WSCC

2. Agenda for Annual Meeting of HDC & HALC 29th October – given to Cllr Hayler
3. Agenda for CLC meeting 30th October & Minutes of the CLC meetings of 24th July 2007 and  "Fit for the Future " consultation meeting of 4th Sept 2007 – Cllr Hayler had attended this meeting and reported that Julie Wilkinson (WSCC) had given an excellent presentation on the Waste Management Strategy for the next 5-10 years and informed the Council that WSCC were now tendering for the new Waste Disposal contract.
4. HDC – Standards Committee agenda & minutes

5. WSCC – Minerals & Waste Development Framework update – decision about preparation of the Core Strategy will not now take place until mid 2008 due to revised Government guidance

6. HDC – Development Control minutes & agenda – includes approval of DC/07/1600 Erection of stable block Bungalow, East Wolves Farm and recommendation for refusal of DC/07/1788 – erection of 1x 3 bedroom single storey dwelling, Feathers, London Road (now withdrawn, see below)

7. HDC – Council meeting agenda & minutes. District Councillor Roger Arthur confirmed that the Scrutiny & Overview Committee would be looking into s106 Planning Obligations process and Litter & Dog Bin operations at HDC.
8. HDC – Reserve Housing Sites Issues & Options document

447/07 General:
1. HDC – Highway Code for Mobility Scooter Users
2. DEFRA – ways to tackle climate change

3. HDC – Yearbook 07/08

4. Partnership News

5. AiRS Newsletter

6. HDC – Local Air Quality report available on HDC website

448/07 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT INCLUDING REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
The Neighbourhood Warden reported that:

a. They were mediating between neighbours over a noisy dog

b. Several youngsters had been seen riding scooters along the east side nature trail – they had been identified and cautioned.

c. They had spoken to the vicar and to the Junior Football Club as there were parking problems along Church Lane & Foster Lane on Sunday mornings

d. They had undertaken early morning ‘dog fouling’ patrols with a view to observation and education of dog walkers. They had cautioned two residents over their actions. By January it was hoped that HDC Street Scene wardens and our own Neighbourhood Wardens would have the necessary powers to issue Fixed Penalty Notices for dog fouling, fly posting , fly tipping , littering and graffiti.

e. The Fish & Chip shop had been broken into again but following advice from the Wardens after the first break-in no cash had been left on the premises overnight. The owners were reviewing their security.

f. Hoots House had been broken into and the Wardens were following up on information received and witness statements and were liaising with the Police.

g. Youths had been caught in possession of Class A drugs following observation over a period of time by the Wardens. Arrests were made by the Police of drug users and a dealer and Class A drugs were found in a car and a house. This was now in the hands of the Police.

h. Risk assessments and training for the Walking Bus had been undertaken, consent forms needed completion and the scheme could then be started.

i. A presentation would be made at the school of the Junior Warden Scheme and a recruitment drive undertaken.

j. The Wardens have organised a Carol Concert at the school for the elderly & vulnerable who attend the Monthly Lunch Club.

The Chairman thanked the Warden for attending the meeting and the Warden left the room.

Members of the public had nothing to discuss.

PLANNING.

449/07 The Planning Committee did not meet on 17th October as there were no planning applications to discuss.
Correspondence
450/07 Government Inspectors report on HDC’s Site Specific Allocations of Land – includes Meiros Farm as a site for affordable & sheltered housing and concludes that changes to the BUAB and development on Alternative Development Sites around Ashington would be unsound. District Councillor Roger Arthur and the Chairman confirmed that this report should ensure that the proposed private school on Billingshurst Road would not go ahead as it was outside the BUAB and there was no demonstrated local need for it. However, HDC Councillors on the Development Control (South) Committee still need to make their decision in light of this new report.
451/07 Amendments

None
452/07 Applications
DC/07/2332 Single storey rear extension - 34 Hillcrest Drive. The Parish Council support this application.
DC/07/2372 Erection of petrol filling station, kiosk/mini-store, restaurant and private and commercial vehicle parking (Approval of Reserved Matters) - Land South East Of Martins Farm London Road
In principle, the Parish Council support this application however the Council has a number of concerns that it would like addressed:

1. Surface water drainage – plans show surface water drainage running north to ditches beyond the site boundary. The Parish Council is not aware of any ditches to the north of the site and the land to the north runs uphill. If it is planned to create surface water drainage to an existing drain to the east via a culvert under the A24 then steps must be taken to ensure that the Developer keeps this drain clear to prevent flooding of the land beyond the A24 which already occurs from existing highway drainage.
2. Foul water drainage – plans show foul water drainage to a  sewage treatment works behind the proposed restaurant with an overflow into the field beyond. The development site is on lower ground than the sewers and Southern Water should be consulted on the plans. There is no local authority sewer adjacent to the site.
3. Lighting – the proposed development should be subject to lighting restrictions to ensure no light pollution (day or night) to nearby properties.

4. Signage – appropriate signs should be installed to ensure customers of the proposed facilities has access to the A24 at the northern end of the village only and do not travel through the village to access the facilities.

5. The Parish Council would like the local Highways Authority to check the cambers and signage of the slip roads off the A24 at the north of Ashington – to ensure that the extra traffic associated with this facility has access to the A24 correctly and safely. A number of ‘near misses’ have occurred at the Off slip road from the northbound carriageway as traffic does not always stop and give way at the end of the slip road.

6. Trees – there are 7 trees with TPO’s on the site and one may be affected by the proposed car wash – steps should be taken to prevent damage to the trees.

DC/07/2416 Fell 2 sugar maples, 1 holly and 1 field maple and surgery to 1 Ash tree – land fronting 35-37 Meiros Way. Councillors did not support the application but agreed the following amendment to the proposed plan – surgery to the field maple, retain the eastern sugar maple, fell the Ash tree as it is not growing straight, fell the western sugar maple, fell the dead holly tree and surgery to the hawthorn tree (east of the dead holly) as it has branches hanging over the road.
DC/07/2421 Two storey extension with dormer to form garage and living accommodation – 12 Fairfield Road. The Parish Council support this application.
Horsham District Council

453/07 Approvals 
DC/07/1668 Surgery to 1 oak tree – 34 Meiros Way
DC/07/1916 Single storey rear extension and 2 dormer windows – 7 Posthorses

DC/07/0893 Surgery to 10 beech trees – 25 Rectory Close

DC/07/2017 Extension to roof to provide ancillary living accommodation in the roof space – 3 Hillcrest Drive

454/07 Refusals 

None
455/07 Withdrawals

DC/07/1788 – erection of 1x 3 bedroom single storey dwelling, Feathers, London Road
456/07 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 14th November 2007.
FINANCE

457/07 Correspondence
The Clerk reports that the quarterly bank reconciliation was checked and approved by the Chairman on 4th October 2007.
Consider quote of £200 plus VAT from Keith Booty for repairs to the roadside seat, London Road which has been uprooted from its foundations. Repairs would re-concrete to a decent depth and make the seat as secure as possible. Agreed by all.









KD
To list
Ashington First Responders require a cheque in order to purchase the Paeds Kit. The exact cost is not yet known but will be less than the funds the Council is holding on their behalf. It is proposed that the Clerk be able to issue a cheque whenever requested, subject to production of an invoice, and not to have to wait until the next monthly Council meeting. Two Councillors would still be required to sign the cheque and verify the invoice, payment would be minuted at the following Council meeting. Agreed by all.
458/07 Income
HDC Environmental Cleansing grant Q2



£1060.08
459/07 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£12

705

(meeting 1st November £12)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
706
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

707
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£537.65




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Postage




£13.92



Printer cartridges



£30.96



Total





£599.53
708
SOS Systems
Photocopier




£35.25
709
John Berry

Postage




£2.92

710
NALC


QPC portfolio submission fee

£58.75
711
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
460/07 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
461/07 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”.
Cllrs Berry, Stillwell and Kearney had attended a meeting with CMG (Care Homes) who had promised that improvements would be made but Cllrs felt that they had heard it all before. CMG would look at the mix of residents and try to get a better balance. Two or three residents may be moved out and not replaced until matters for concern had been sorted out. It had been agreed to meet monthly from now on instead of every two months.

Cllr Woolley had attended an AiRS Rural Housing meeting and had circulated his report to Cllrs.

MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
462/07 Cllr Clark suggested that a pinch point could be useful to slow traffic down at the southern end of the village. He had seen similar in other villages. County Councillor Frank Wilkinson reported that speed monitoring was taking place and new lining and signage would be installed shortly and there may not be enough visibility for a pinch point. He would discuss with Highways Officers. The Chairman reported that in the long term the speed bumps may be replaced by pinch points but that funding would have to be secured from s106 agreements with Developers.







To list
463/07 Cllr Wood reported that a hedge and two trees that had been planted in Mill Mead by a Developer had recently been removed. A notice had been erected in the hedge by OCA UK Ltd stating that their client wished to have the hedge and trees removed and that unless the owner came forward this work would be undertaken. Clearly no owner had come forward. The area that had been cleared was now overgrown with weeds & brambles. Cllr Wood had contacted OCA who would not divulge the name of their client but had said it was most likely that the trees had been removed to prevent subsidence to a nearby property. Cllr Wood stated that the land needed to be tidied up and the Clerk was asked to contact OCA to see if they or their client would undertake the work.

KD
C/F
464/07 Cllr Wood reported that in Mill Lane a public bridleway had been downgraded to a public footpath without any local consultation. Clerk to follow up with WSCC.








KD
C/F
465/07 Cllr Wood informed Cllrs that tree thinning around the Church Close pond would take place on 9th November at 9.30am, volunteers were needed to help Ben Rainbow and his volunteers.

466/07 Cllr Wood thanked the volunteers who attended the recent Clean Up day.

467/07 Cllr Wood expressed his dissatisfaction at the Church re-ordering plans and thought that Ashington residents should have been consulted on the plans. The majority of Cllrs were satisfied that the Church had invited residents to an exhibition, publicized the plans in the local press and had been given sufficient opportunity to comment. The project team & churchgoers were trying to make the church more flexible as a building.






468/07 Cllr Hayler reminded Cllrs that the NHS Fit For the Future consultation period ends next week and those that had not responded were urged to do so.

469/07 Cllr Hayler informed the Council that the CLC had @£18,000 in grants available and other Parish Councils had applied for funds for various projects. She asked Cllrs if they had any projects in mind. The Chairman suggested that ACCT be informed as they wished to re-instate seats on the Recreation Ground.
470/07 Cllr Hayler proposed that since the Chairman had resigned from the Residents Association that  the Parish Council should nominate another Cllr to liaise with this group. Cllr Norton volunteered and this was agreed by all.

471/07 Cllr Carver informed Councillors that a memorial service for Peter Smith would take place at St. Andrews Church, Steyning on Thursday 8th November at 12 noon.

472/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 6th December 2007 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 8.50pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

473/07 Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	48
	white lining of car park & blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, white lines may wait until summer advised by Clokes Management on 26th July 2007 that the contractor will be advised to carry out the work
White lining done mid October 2007.

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	108
	Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive


	Clerk to arrange for a meeting with CMG every 2 months. Report on recent incidents sent to CMG, CSCI, HDC 

	111
	Council Website + Online calendar of village events
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date, Cllr Clark to assist

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	
	Tree guards

	Cllr Wood will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.





	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	129
	The Sands path hedgerow
	The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice/options/grants regarding restoring the ancient hedgerow. WSCC will inspect in the autumn and advise the Council.

	
	Repairs to play areas following RoSPA report
New roof on tower in Posthorses play area

	Cllr Wood to action
Clerk to arrange for April 08

	139
	Litter around the skatepark and telephone box on London Road 
Dog Fouling  

No Dog Mess signs for litter bins in play areas
	HDC will empty more frequently and are monitoring the London Road bin as domestic waste is being deposited regularly 

Street Scene Wardens to visit Ashington to tackle dog fouling. No Dog Fouling signs will be installed shortly as a map had been sent to HDC. 

Installed Nov 07 D

	
	Tree thinning at Church Close pond
	Clerk arranged with Ben Rainbow for 9 Nov 07 D

	141
	Play area grant
	Expecting to hear if we are successful in December 2007

	
	Copy of byelaws on Youth Club noticeboard
	Cllr Norton to give copy to Clerk. ACCT have installed signs. D


474/07 WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
	July 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGNM Reinspected 05.11.07, No intervention defects noted, no further action.
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority

Will be attended to by WSCC. April 2007 D

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe. 

	Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way
	Sept 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGR4 No further action at present.
	Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007
D

	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)
	Sept 06
WSEK-73EJFD

WSEK-74ZHA5
	Nov 07 - Passed back to NRSWA inspector for comment.
21st May 2007

6th July 2007
	WSCC Highways state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined.
Clerk reminded Highways April 2007

Clerk reported via website

Clerk reported via website

	Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries
	Sept 06

reminded 6/12/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKT9

No further action at this stage.
	WSCC Highways state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months. 
No serious cracks/defects but top dressing may be necessary

D

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	I am waiting to hear back from the Structures team that this info is still correct, I will let you know if there is a change.
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps.

	Damaged signs: The large brown sign at the southern entrance to the village and the green three stripe 150 yard “countdown “ sign  about 100 yards before Mill House turn off A24 northbound carriageway
Keep left sign Cricketers Close

No cycling sign northern end of Recreation round footpath
	Feb 07
27th April 2007

17th October

17th October
	WSEK-72NKRB

Email to Mark Whitwell

Email to Mark Whitwell
	The sign was for hole street nursery we think, and is classified as a tourist sign, paid for by what ever organisation it relates to. we have had no calls from the nursery as such the posts will be removed as they are bent and possibly now redundant.
D
Done D
Will be replaced Oct/Nov 07

	Pothole outside Telephone exchange, London Road
	27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGMC
	Not deemed to be dangerous. No Further Action at this stage. D

	Streetlight at top of Sparrows Lane not working

Streetlight no 1 Hillcrest Drive & top of The Sands beside the old school
	5th June 2007

4th October 2007
	Reported via website

Reported via website
	Done D
Done D

	Drains on northbound slip road at southern end of village need clearing
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH5Y
	WSCC to monitor flooding incidents. Pump failed to work during last flooding incident July 2007. Done D

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Will examine and replace when appropriate. With Arbo, Due to be felled

	Blocked drains Hillcrest Close
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDMA
	D

	Bottom part of large directional sign on south side of northern link road into Ashington missing 
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	Traffic Engineer passed to Sign Dept Aug 07. I have chased this up, awaiting new sign.

	Road surface at bottom end of village outside 3 Swan Orchard – accident blackspot.

Possible blinding of drivers by floodlights at bridge Garage??
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	improved signage, road lines and hatching and possibly some resurfacing work?

?pinch point?

Speed and volume survey booked for end of Nov 07, results will determine next stage of events, likely to include new signing and line markings.

	Street light outside 8 Woelfs Close not working
	3rd September
	Ref 006515
	D

	Derestriction sign missing, northern exit slip road to A24 right hand side
	3rd September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	D

	blocked gullies northside of Rectory Lane from Crawts to Old School House
	3rd September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	D

	Overhanging trees 10 Timberlea Close
	4th October
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	

	Toppled bollard Church Lane/London Road junction
	29th September
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	


Ashington Parish Council
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