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Minutes of the meeting held on 1st May 2008 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors B. Norton (Vice Chairman), K. Wood, R. Brennan, K. Hayler, T. Kearney, J. Stillwell, N. Clark, L. Horton & P. Webb
Parish Clerk Karen Dare

District Councillor Roger Arthur

County Councillor F. Wilkinson
Neighbourhood Wardens Russell Akehurst & Paul Conroy
Three members of the public

Two Invited guest (Hillreed Homes)
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149/08 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from M. Woolley (business) & N. Carver (holiday)
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr. Karen Hayler was nominated by Cllr. Norton and Seconded by Cllr. Brennan. There being no other nominations Cllr. Karen Hayler was unanimously elected as Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance of office. Cllr Hayler then took the Chair for the rest of the meeting.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


In the absence of other candidates Cllr. Brian Norton was nominated by Cllr. Hayler and Seconded by Cllr. Webb. Cllr. Brian Norton was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.

County Councillor Wilkinson congratulated the new Chairman and pledged to support her in the new role. He also thanked Cllr Norton for doing an excellent job for many years. 

ALLOCATION OF COMMITTEES
The following Councillors were elected to serve on following Committees.

a. Finance – Councillors B. Norton, N. Carver, K. Hayler, R. Brennan, L. Horton and N. Clark.

b. Planning - Councillors B. Norton, P. Webb, N. Carver, K. Wood, T. Kearney, M. Woolley and Cllr. Stillwell

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Ashington Community Centre - Cllr. Hayler was duly elected as an Observer.

Horsham District Association of Local Councils - Cllrs. N. Clark and K. Hayler.

Ashington Youth Club – Cllr. Hayler

BTCV (Tree Warden scheme) – Cllr. Wood

Ashington Residents Association Committee – Cllr L. Horton

Agreed by all present.

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR 2007-2008

The Clerk had circulated a proposed list of dates. Agreed by all.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Clerk confirmed that there were no amendments to the Code that had been previously adopted by the Council. Councillors confirmed their adoption of the Code of Conduct.
ANNUAL REVIEW & APPROVAL OF STANDING ORDERS
The Clerk confirmed that there were no amendments to the Standing Orders that had been previously adopted by the Council. Councillors confirmed their adoption of the Standing Orders.

REVIEW OF REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

The Clerk had provided all Councillors with new Register of Members Interests documents and asked Councillors to complete and return before the end of the meeting.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Horton declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Item 165 as she lives in Church Close, Cllr Hayler declared a personal & prejudicial interest in the re-development of Hoots House/Aladdins Cave as she lives adjacent to the site. Cllr Kearney declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Item 164 as he lives next door to the Care Homes. Cllr Clark informed the Council that he was now involved with helping the Parish Church with their ‘heating project’ and therefore had a new Interest to record in the Register.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd April 2008 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Norton and seconded by Councillor Horton, and agreed.

REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS
Crime.

Incidents of crime include the theft of gardening equipment from Ashington School.

An incident of deception at the Post Office involving the theft of Euros at the Counter and the theft of Hub caps from various cars. There was also an incident of criminal damage to a fence and trespass.

Anti social behaviour

Dog Fouling Patrols continue and information from a resident resulted in one possible offender being observed. We continue to ask residents to pass on information to us of offenders known to them.

Two Youths have received yellow card cautions for riding a motorised scooter across Ashington recreation ground without protective helmets and without the consent of the owner.

S.I.D.

S.I.D Camera now booked for the period of 16th – 20th May

Community Projects.

Junior Wardens took part in the clearing of the Aladdins Cave area. A group of young people attending the Friday football sessions have entered an Ashington team into the Street Soccer League at Broadbridge Heath. The Ashington Fun Run will take place on Sun 4th May. Report to follow at the next Parish Council Meeting.
Cllr Hayler reminded Councillors that she was trying to re-establish regular meetings between HDC and Ashington Parish Council to discuss Warden issues.

Cllr Hayler thanked the Wardens for their help with the Youth Club half term trip.
REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Moved forward on the agenda so that they do not have to stay for the whole meeting if they have other engagements to attend. 
District Councillor Arthur reported that: HDC had held down the Council Tax increase this year; he was actively working on possible landfill site planning applications and had agreement from WSCC that they would look at the relative risks of all sites rather than consider each planning application in isolation; HDC had limited the costs associated with Horsham Town being transferred to the outlying areas to ensure that rural areas were not subsidizing town centre activities.

County Councillor Frank Wilkinson reported that the Highways Engineer had proposed the following works for the southern end of London Road (outside Monza Garage: 30mph signs on yellow backgrounds, clear back vegetation so that signs are visible, SLOW markings on the road, short hatched area adjacent to the layby outside Monza Garage, extend the centre white lines beyond the granite setts and then re-monitor the speeds once these improvements have been implemented.

INVITED GUEST – STEVE O’HALLORAN, HILLREED HOMES – REDEVELOPMENT OF HOOTS HOUSE

Hillreed are prospective purchasers of the site (they do not currently own the site) and have been approached by the owner’s agent to prepare an offer. They have reviewed the planning history of the site and are keen to start a dialogue with Ashington Parish Council in respect of local housing needs to help in determining the mix of units developed on the site. These discussions did not include re-development of the Aladdins Cave site.
Cllr Norton explained that Ashington needed houses for the younger members of the community who could not afford to buy their own homes. Ashington has a relatively high proportion of larger houses and not enough smaller, starter homes.

Other planning applications for this site had not been appealing – too many homes proposed for the site. Any new designs should be fewer homes, two storey, careful layout and design, sufficient parking provision as there was very limited scope for on street parking and turning space for vehicles eg waste trucks. A design with front gardens would be better than a design with a gateway type building. There was some discussion about parking provision – the government guidelines are the minimum that should be provided and as the site is in a rural area with limited access to public transport it was suggested that more than the minimum number of spaces should be provided although it was recognised that providing too many spaces could see the planning application refused.
Parish Councillors were keen to see preliminary plans and would be happy to meet with Hillreed Homes to look at designs, layouts etc. It was likely that 9 units could be built on the site. Parish Councillors were keen to have all homes ‘affordable’, Hillreed suggested a blend of ‘affordable’ and ‘market’ homes (likely ratio 4:5), the exact number of each would depend on the likely profitability of the site. The homes would be offered to locals initially but if uptake was slow then they would be offered more widely.

County Councillor Wilkinson commented that previous discussions with HDC had indicated that any development on this site could include extension of the soil bund behind the site to cut down on noise from the A24. Hillreed Homes were encouraged to consider this within any proposals as noise from the A24 would affect any new homes built on the site.

It was agreed that the Clerk send a copy of the recent Housing Needs Survey to Hillreed Homes.







KD
D
ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
Funds are now in place and the contractor has been asked to schedule works to commence between September and December as one streetlight needed to be moved and the main contractor requires 12 weeks notice. Project to include parking restrictions on new layby and the layby opposite the entrance to the shopping area.








To list
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
No response despite chasing Persimmons solicitors.


BN
C/F

The Sands/Viney Close – No progress.





C/F

Item 141 Play Area Grant

The project team met on 30th April (the Clerk is project manager, Cllrs Hayler & Clark are on the project team). A draft legal agreement between HDC and the Parish Council has been received and the Clerk has passed it to Cllr Norton for comment and advice. The Council needs to sign the contract as soon as possible as timescales for delivering this project are tight – construction should start September/October 2008. However, the contract requires the Parish Council to secure a lease on the land to be used. Options for possible sites were discussed at the project meeting and have been passed to ACCT for comment although it is difficult to finalise a site until we have an idea of the equipment to be purchased. HDC would confirm if the Council was able to sign the contract prior to having a lease formally agreed.

Excellent consultation exercises had been held at the 3 local schools and information gathered was being used to prepare a specification that would be sent out to tender very shortly. A further consultation and exhibition exercise would be held with local children once tenders had been received.
 KD
C/F
Item 150 Private School, Billingshurst Road

A letter from the school’s employed planning consultants had been received just hours before the meeting. The letter asked that the school meet with District Council members to discuss funding of possible projects within the village rather than accommodating a local need on the proposed site. Their suggested projects were taken from the Parish Plan 2006. HDC were checking the legal position with regard to whether this would be acceptable. It was clear that the school did not think that consultation should involve Ashington Parish Council although District Councillor Roger Arthur felt that the Parish Council was best positioned to judge what was beneficial to the village and that he would insist that the Parish Council was consulted and invited to any meetings between HDC and the School.

It was clear from the likely timetable of events that the Parish Council would need to hold a special meeting before 20th May to discuss the contents of the letter before attending a meeting with HDC/School around 20/23/24 May. It was agreed that the Clerk arrange a date for the special meeting.


KD
C/F
It was pointed out that a recent West Sussex Gazette newspaper article had quoted District Councillor David Jenkins as refusing to support a particular planning application as it would have set a precedent and yet was happy to support this planning application even though it set a precedent.

Item 161 Mill Lane

WSCC has confirmed that it may be possible to use s106 funds to purchase some scalpings to fill in the potholes in Mill Lane. There is @£8000 remaining in the s106 transport fund for Ashington (after layby costs). It was proposed that the area to be repaired would be from the western edge of Fairfield Road to the tarmac surface of Mill Lane, the work would be filling in potholes and possibly a surfacing with scalpings and the Clerk to ask WSCC about the likely cost prior to approval of the expenditure by the Parish Council at a future meeting. Agreed by all. It was proposed to write to local residents to inform them about the work once the Parish Council had agreed to the expenditure. It was confirmed that the Parish Council would have no liability for the repairs as they were to be undertaken by WSCC.






KD
C/F
Item 162 National Express Service

A resident had requested the Parish Council’s help in trying to get the National Express Service to stop in Ashington (probably at the top roundabout only). Cllr Hayler had volunteered to produce an online survey to assess demand for this service and can ask residents who attend the next ‘drop in session’.
 Results to be presented at the next Council meeting.




C/F
Item 163 Drop-in session

Cllr Hayler has arranged a Parish Council/Sussex Police and Warden Village Surgery on Friday 13th June - outside Co-op from 10-2pm. Councillors Stillwell, Webb & Wood volunteered to attend to cover the "stand".


D
Item 164 Care Homes
Following a recent incident CMG informed Cllr Kearney & Stillwell that Santrew and Glenview will be shut within three months. Procedure started two weeks ago and is well in place it will be handed back to the leasing company but Lynton will remain with three residents still under their operation. The Clerk was asked to check details of the permitted use of the buildings so that the Council can take any necessary action to prevent similar problems occurring in the future.
C/F
Item 165 Street Lights, Church Close

One of the residents in Church Close has asked Cllr Horton if it is possible to amend the timing on the street lights in Church Close from being on all night to switching them off at Midnight and back on at sunset. Councillors expressed some concern at the security implications of this and suggested that if one light was an issue then the resident concerned may be happier with shading installed, in addition all residents should be consulted before decisions are made. It was agreed that the Clerk contact the concerned resident.


KD
D
Item 166 Electoral review – Boundary Changes

County Councillor Wilkinson has informed the Clerk that WSCC have proposed that Ashington be incorporated into the Billingshurst Division as part of this review. This is because the Storrington Division has 11% more population than average and numbers of electors per Division need to be evened out. County Councillor Wilkinson spoke against this proposal at the WSCC meeting, however, the proposal was agreed. This proposal is based purely on statistical reasoning and would mean that Ashington is separated from its close neighbours (Storrington, Wiston, Washington) and put into a division with which it has no affiliation. The Parish Council will be consulted by the Electoral commission on this issue in July/August before final decisions are taken. It was agreed that the Clerk prepare a response objecting against this proposal.

KD
D
CORRESPONDENCE
For action:
1. HDC – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment – an opportunity to put forward potential sites for housing developments. No response.
2. HDC – need help in identifying community projects that would enable young & old people to work together. The Millennium Garden has been suggested. It was agreed to ask the School, Wardens and Junior Football Club if they have any suitable projects.



KD
D
3. Consultation on the draft design statement for Horsham. No response
For information:
1. SEERA – Regional Housing Strategy

2. HDC – Development Control agenda & minutes (nothing of relevance to Ashington)

3. WSCC – re-organisation of Highways Southern Area Office

4. HDC – Horsham District Rural Affordable Housing Strategy

5. Mobile Household Waste Services – progress of task group

6. CLC meeting details – 17th June at 3.30pm

7. WSCC – rights of way maintenance undertaken in March 08

8. HDC – procedures surrounding Local Investigations into allegations of breaches in the Code of Conduct

9. Various emails from Eddie Hughes (HDC enforcement officer) regarding Linfield Lane, battered sign beside A24 and Hole Street Fisheries

10. David Lambert (WSCC) re Item 161

11. HDC – Council Meeting minutes & agenda

12. Sussex Police Authority – seeks new members

13. English Rural Housing Association – appointment of new Regional Development Manager
14. HDC Corporate Plan 2008-2011
General:
1. Letter from resident complaining about the rats near the recreation Ground (copy given to ACCT)

2. Zurich Insurance – training courses on Corporate Homicide & Manslaughter Act 2007

3. Annual report from the Director of Public Health for West Sussex

4. Partnership News

5. Zurich Insurance – Annual Health & Safety seminars

6. West Sussex sustainability Forum – newsletter

7. HDC – new Street Sports development Officer and mobile equipment

8. Life is for Living coffee mornings

9. HDC – Senior Persons Council

PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT
It was suggested that this be moved forward on the agenda (to after HDC & WSCC Councillors reports) to allow residents to attend, have their say and then leave if they wish to rather than having to attend the majority of the meeting. This had been the subject of much debate over the years. Councillors agreed to leave this in its current position on the agenda as it allowed residents to hear Council’s debate before speaking on any of the issues. Standing Orders allow for the Chairman to invite members of the public to speak on a particular item during Council’s deliberations.
Members of the public had no comments to make.

County Councillor Wilkinson updated the Council on the deliberations of the Mobile Waste Task group (Correspondence for Information no. 5). A compromise service focusing on recycling was being proposed for the next 2-3 years until a new facility could be built along the Downland stretch that would serve the outlying villages. The current service would remain in place until at least September 2008.

PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 16th April and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman.
Correspondence
New enforcement complaints: EN/08/0252 - Re-instatement of grass verges and other unfinished work, Linfield Lane
Cllr Wood reported that Bridge Garage were regularly in breach of planning conditions and that, despite several visits from the Enforcement Officer, the breaches continued. The Enforcement Officer had informed the Council that he had been unable to obtain sufficient evidence in February 2008 to take further action after complaints from the Council (Correspondence Information no. 9). The breaches included vehicles For Sale on the highway, no kerbed washdown area. It was agreed that the Clerk write formally to the Enforcement Officer and Head of Planning at HDC to ask for further investigation and that Cllr Wood would maintain a log of incidents (with photos if possible).

KW/KD
To list

Amendments

None
Applications
DC/08/0822 Change of use of agricultural building to a 2-bed residential unit for use as holiday let (barn south east of Malthouse Cottage Farm, Malthouse Lane). It was agreed to support this application on the understanding that conditions were imposed to ensure the building remained under the same ownership of the adjacent Farmhouse and could not be sold as a separate dwelling, the external character of the property was retained and was sympathetic to the setting of the building.
DC/08/0889 Surgery to ash tree – Shona, Mill Lane. The Parish Council had no comments to make.
DC/08/0932 Conservatory – 13 Linfield Lane. The Parish Council had no comments to make.
Horsham District Council

Approvals 
DC/08/0263 Two storey side extension – Honeysuckle House, London Road
Refusals 

DC/08/0298 proposed double garage with gym and attic conversion with dormer – 36 The Sands
Withdrawals

None
The next Planning Committee meetings are scheduled for 14th & 28th May 2008 at 7.00pm.
FINANCE

The Clerk reports that there is £4911.70 left in the Calor Village of the Year budget (see attached breakdown). It is proposed that any one-off grants eg to Sussex Air Ambulance be paid from this fund until it is depleted. Agreed by all.










KD
D
Correspondence
Letter from Internal Auditor explaining Council responsibilities, Internal Auditor responsibilities, fees. Agreed by all.
Consider a quote from DJ Flynn for the watering of the flower containers at £65 per week (including feed). This is the same cost as last year. It is proposed to accept the quote and ask Mr Flynn to water for 12 weeks, with the possibility to extend depending on the condition of the baskets. Agreed by all.
KD
D
Income
Donations to First Responders 




£259.65
Precept







£33,850.00

Expenditure








Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

769
(meeting 1st May £12, planning committee 

meeting 16th April £5)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08
770
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £281.19
771
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£486.56*




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17
Print cartridges



£20.97



Total





£524.53
772
*The Clerks pension contributions are deducted from salary and paid together with the Parish Council’s contributions (ie one cheque written)

WSCC

Clerks pension



£135.12
773
LJ Chenery

Bus shelter cleaning


£235

774
S. Fenn

First Responders expenses

£22.60
775
E. Greenfield

First Responders expenses

£20.40
776
Ashington

Insurance




£600

777
Youth Club
(as agreed at last meeting)

Sussex Air

Donation




£500

778
Ambulance

(as agreed at last meeting)
SOS Systems
Photocopier charge



£35.25
779
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
MEETINGS

Cllr Norton had attended an informal meeting with the Clerk and WSCC Highways to confirm the design of the layby adjacent to the shopping area, London Road.
Cllr Hayler had attended a Play Area meeting with the Clerk.

MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Potholes: Timberlea Close (previously reported had yet to be repaired), Church Lane (outside the Nurses Bungalow) and Fairfield Road. Clerk to report to WSCC.








KD
To list
Cllr Wood asked that the Council write to thank John Lower (owner of Church Farm) for his help in picking up the bags of litter following the Village Spring Clean Day. In addition he thanked the volunteers who attended the event.











KD
D
The Chairman reminded Councillors of the need to read the agenda and accompanying Notes that the Clerk prepares prior to each monthly meeting as these give Councillors information about action taken on various issues, information gathered etc by the Clerk. The Clerk was required to use Read Receipts if sending papers to Councillors by email or to deliver, by hand, paper copies to Councillors who had not read the papers. It would save time and paper if Councillors were able to read documents electronically. Any Councillor who wished a paper copy should contact the Clerk.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 5th June 2008 at the Methodist Church London Road. 
The meeting finished at 9.10pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

Items awaiting action:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	85
	Results from Village Survey
	Cllr Hayler leading Steering Group

	119
	Affordable Rural Housing
	Meiros Farm is included in Site Specific Allocations of Land document

	129
	Sands path hedgerow / Willard Way hedge
	To be cut by Mark Adsett in Feb 09 (following advice from WSCC), also hedgerow between school and Willard Way

	143
	CCTV camera
	Bob Swift (WSCC) has agreed that the lamp be turned slightly to face the camera and one face be shielded to reduce glare Feb 08

	149
	Pond Survey
	Clerk to take action on recommendations.

	150
	Speeding, Billingshurst Road
	Waiting for results of trials of vehicle Active sign in Crawley. Frank Wilkinson to update.

	
	New post box at north end of village
	Clerk contacted Royal Mail 9/1/08. Telephoned again April and Royal Mail confirmed that 3 postboxes for Ashington is the correct number for the population D

	156
	Co-op – staff parking and delivery times, frequency
	Monitoring complaints from Turnpike Way residents

	
	The Acorns yellow signs need to be removed
	Clerk contacted Charles Church 9/1/08 Done

	
	Planning permission for schools
	Clerk contacted Robert Back (WSCC) 9/1/08 to find out the procedure and Ray Wright HDC

	
	Damaged For Sale board land adjacent to A24 northern slip road
	‘it would not be an Enforcement matter to get it replaced on grounds that it is unsightly’. There is little that can be done D

	
	Regular meetings with HDC to discuss Warden Scheme
	Clerk arranging April 08

	
	Graffitti, Hole Street
	Removed by HDC Street Wardens D


148/08 WSCC Highways Issues – comments from WSCC Nov 07
	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	The footway is on the move, as such it will need some reconstruction long-term. It is on the Engineering list but not due until 2021! in the meantime I have raised an order to take care of area of 113m2 requiring attention at this time. 6 month ticket.
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme
Reported again Sept 07 as crack has enlarged – WSCC will resurface footpath as crack is now severe. 

	Hedgerow, Old London Road needs cutting back
	6th July 2007
	WSEK-74ZH75
	Highway Rangers to undertake

	Trees on north side of recreation ground need cutting back
	24th July 2007
	Email to Highway Rangers
	County Councillor to ask WSCC to cut as ownership unclear

	tree on London Road opposite the Methodist Church is dead 
	3rd August 2007
	WSEK-75QDJG
	Has been felled, April 08. Awaiting replacement

	Road surface at bottom end of village outside 3 Swan Orchard – accident blackspot.

Possible blinding of drivers by floodlights at bridge Garage??
	Reported to Mark Whitwell 24th August 2007
	
	improved signage, road lines and hatching and possibly some resurfacing work?

?pinch point?

Speed and volume survey booked for end of Nov 07, results will determine next stage of events, 

	Overgrowing vegetation:

Meiros House
Glenview, Hillcrest Drive

Rectory Close – footpaths need siding
	9 January 2008
25th March 2008

18 December

25th March

27th March 2008
	Reported to Mark 
Whitwell by email

Email to Highway Rangers

Reported to Mark Whitwell by email

Email to Highway Rangers
Email to Highway Rangers
	Owner requested to cut back 21Dec

	Poor footpaths & roads:

Tollgate House/Cottage,  London Road 
	8 December
	Reported to Mark Whitwell by email
	this section to be patched including removing, where possible, the roots 
Done

	Potholes:

Timberlea Close / Hillcrest Drive

Park Lane

London Road (outside no1 Blacksmiths Cottages)
	10th March 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways

28th March ticket raised
	1 month job ticket no. 269963

Job raised to travel up and down Park Lane with 2.5 tonnes of Type 1 Stone and fill ruts as necessary. Job Ref:269962
1 month ticket no. 269961 to raise granite setts to correct level and fill in pothole in front Done

	Missing green metal bollards:

Church Lane, Rectory Lane, Hillcrest Drive, The Close junctions with London Road

Request for bollards outside 1 & 2 Broadbridge Cottages to stop parking on verge
	27th March 2008

27th March 2008
	Reported to WSCC Highways

Reported to WSCC Highways
	


Ashington Parish Council


				








PAGE  

[image: image3.png]
Page 12 of 15

