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Minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2007 at 8.00 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), B. Norton, J. Stillwell, K. Hayler, P. Webb, K. Wood
Parish Clerk - Karen Dare
County Councillor F. Wilkinson
District Councillor David Jenkins

Gill Carlow Steyning Neighbourhood Warden
5 members of the public

[image: image2]
096/07 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllrs N. Carver (holiday) & N. Clark (family commitments). No apologies received from Cllr N. Phillips, R. Brennan & J. Gilbert
097/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

098/07 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st February 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Webb and seconded by Councillor Wood, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

099/07 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.

A "Parish Plan Steering Group" has been established to pursue the issues in the new Parish Plan with representatives from all of the major village organisations. An article had been placed in the Newsletter and two volunteers had come forward. The first meeting will be 28th March at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Vestry.







KH/JB
C/F
100/07 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
David Lambert had informed the Council that he would liaise with HDC on the issue of s106 Transport contributions to fund construction of the layby on London Road and would prepare a report for the CLC meeting on 17th April to gain approval on a number of schemes including the layby. County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that he was trying to gain approval from his WSCC colleagues that such highways matters be excluded from CLC meetings in favour of being dealt with on a more local level. He would liaise within WSCC to pursue this project.






FW
C/F
David Lambert is still waiting for a response from HDC about the variation in wording of AS/5/98.
The Chairman stated that in principle agreement had been given back in January by the Head of Development and asked District Councillor Jenkins to look into this matter because the layby construction could begin if the £10,000 from AS/5/98 could be put towards its cost.


DJ
C/F
101/07 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
Cllr Norton had contacted the Council’s solicitors who reported that they had received information from Persimmons solicitors but were waiting for Wimpeys solicitors to respond. In the last few days Wimpeys solicitors had responded but were questioning their part of the financial contribution due to the Parish Council. Evan Giles (HDC) could not follow this up as he is on holiday.
BN
C/F
102/07 Item 108 Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive
The Chairman & Cllr Stillwell met with Care Management Group (CMG) who reported that new Managers were in place in the Homes and that a programme of refurbishment had been undertaken. CMG asked that they be contacted immediately should any further incidents occur and it was agreed by all that there should be meetings with CMG every 2 months. Clerk to arrange for April. Cllr Wood reported that there had been some shouting at the Homes on 28th February.







KD
To List

103/07 Item 110 A24 Noise
The Chairman of the CLC had written to Vince Tipper (WSCC) asking him to look at the scheduled highways works to see if any non-safety related work could be delayed in favour of resurfacing the A24.
 County Councillor Wilkinson reported that Vince Tipper had replied to the Chairman of the CLC explaining how funds could be found but it was a very complicated matter and the contents of the letter were not available at present.
HDC’s Development Control report of 20th February 2007 contains a report on DC/06/0374 (Redevelopment of Hoots House) and recommends acoustic assessment is carried out and acknowledges the Parish Council’s comment of extending the bund on the east side of the A24.


JB/FW
C/F    
104/07 Item 113 Watering of Hanging Baskets

Danny Flynn has quoted £65 per week (including feed). Previous years the cost was £60 per week. The Chairman assured Councillors that the watering costs were within the budget.  Councillors agreed to use Mr. Flynn to water the hanging baskets. Clerk to confirm with Mr. Flynn.




KD
D
105/07 Item 119 Affordable Rural Housing

The Survey was distributed late February with a deadline for responses of 26th March. The Chairman reminded all present of the need for everyone to complete Section 1 of the questionnaire and for only those with a housing need to complete section 2.







KD
C/F
106/07 Item 120 PCC Hospitality 

The PCC have proposed 18th April. The Scout Hall is available. Cllrs Berry, Norton, Wood, Stillwell and Hayler confirmed that they were able to attend. Clerk to check with absent Councillors and to confirm with PCC.

KD
C/F
107/07 Item 122 Meeting with Nick Herbert MP  
The Chairman will meet with Nick Herbert. No response.

JB
To list
108/07 Item 123 Wood Chipper & landscaping contract
The Clerk has prepared a full contract specification and tender document and has circulated it to 3 local contractors as per Standing Orders 77 (6c) with a deadline of 12th March 2007. 





KD
C/F
Andrew Obee will not now undertake the maintenance of the western tree boundary. The Clerk has arranged for Cllr Wood to meet an alternative contractor (with his own chipper) on 8th March for a quote.



KD
C/F
Smaller shredder for the tree guards – Cllr Wood reports that a shredder will not be suitable to dispose of the tree guards. He will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.







KW
To list
109/07 Item 124 Oak Trees Church Close

Mr. Collier has provided drawings of the proposed works and the Clerk applied for permission to undertake the work on 1st March 2007. When planning permission is granted Clerk to appoint Mr. Collier as the contractor.
KD
To list
110/07 Item 126 Fingerposts

WSCC has asked the Council to take over the maintenance of Fingerposts in the parish. There are only 2 fingerposts (Billingshurst Road/Spear Hill junction and Muttons Lane/Park Lane junction although the Billingshurst Road/Spear Hill fingerpost has disappeared). WSCC are asking the Council to clean, re-paint, replace letters/numbers, arms and whole post if stolen. The posts are not a legal requirement or necessity and Cllr Norton advised that they have no historical significance. There would be no funding available from WSCC. Councillors declined to take over future maintenance. Clerk to respond.

KD
D
111/07 Item 127 Acorn Lane

A letter had been received from HDC about the proposal from the Developers of Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage to name the new road Acorn Lane. The Parish Council would wish to name the new development at Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage LINFIELD LANE and have informed HDC of this, twice.
KD
To list
112/07 Item 128 Wildlife corridors

The Parish Council is aware that a number of residents may have moved boundary fences over the last few years to incorporate ditches/wildlife corridors into their gardens. This was highlighted by planning application DC/06/2874 (demolition of 26 Warminghurst Close). It was proposed that the properties concerned be identified and written to and that the Clerk write to HM Land Registry to identify a suitable course of action. Cllr Norton advised the Council that Land Registry would not help with this issue. Some rear fences were not erected on the boundaries of the plots which were in the centre of the ditch for plots on the north side.  Parts of the southern half of the ditch would be handed over to the Council (Item32/33). Councillors agreed to take no action.KD
D
CORRESPONDENCE
113/07 For action:
1. Horsham District Council LDF Statement of Community Involvement – opportunity to comment on the document before 2nd April. No response.
2. Consultation on Amendments to the Code of Conduct – already circulated via email, deadline 9th March. Councillors were happy with the amendments proposed. No response.
3. NHS Primary Care – application for preliminary consent for a Pharmaceutical licence, London Road, Ashington (specific property yet to be identified), deadline 18th March. Cllr Norton agreed to attend the Horsham & Chanctonbury PPI meeting on 13th March to present the Council’s support for the Pharmacy.
4. Mary Davis re: bridleway 2503 East Wolves Farm – part of this BW was resurfaced in 06 but a short section from East Wolves Farm to the junction with Footpath 2505 was omitted and is now very narrow and unsuitable for horses making the newly resurfaced bridleway unusable. Proposal to write to WSCC – not agreed. County Councillor Wilkinson stated that bridleway resurfacing took place in May each year and this bridleway would have to wait until May 2008 for further repairs.
5. West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service Integrated Risk Management Proposal document, deadline 23rd March. No response.
6. WSCC – planning application for a non-hazardous waste landfill site at Rock Common Quarry, deadline for response 29th March 2007. A special Residents Association meeting to discuss this issue had been well attended. The Chairman proposed that the Council object and presented Councillors with a sample letter that had been prepared by Chanctonbury Landfill Action Group (CLAG) that the Clerk could modify. Agreed by all. Councillors were also supplied with an “Opinion Survey” form to complete and return. The Chairman asked County Councillor Wilkinson how WSCC was proceeding with the search for new technologies to dispose of waste. County Councillor Wilkinson reported that WSCC were in the process of tendering with major waste disposal companies for contracts to use new technology (not landfill or incineration) and that their preferred options should be in place by 2010. By bringing this aspect of waste disposal forward in time it was possible that shortlisted landfill sites eg Laybrook Brickworks may not be needed, however, some landfill sites would be needed for the disposal of commercial waste which is not subject to the same recycling targets as household waste. Clerk to respond  giving Ashington Parish Council objections on the proposal for using Rock Common Quarry as a landfill site 




KD
D
7. Suggestion to restore the ancient hedgerow along the Sands path to make the path more accessible utilizing available grants from WSCC. Cllr Wood reported that there were many dead elm trees in this hedgerow and removal could make the hedge patchy. Clerk to contact WSCC for advice/options/grants.





KD
C/F
8. AiRS – survey of village shops & post offices, deadline mid March. The Chairman reported that he has a good relationship with the Co-op manager and could contact the Co-op Area and Regional Managers but that he has no contacts at regional level for the Post Office. Clerk to make enquiries and respond to AiRS. Clerk to forward the survey to the Co-op manager.







KD
D
9. Airs – entry forms for Village of the Year 2007, decision on whether to enter. Ashington cannot enter for 5 years after winning in 2003.
10. HDC – economic development strategy 2006-2008. Update on the 3 year plan published in 2005. Deadline for comments 16th March. The Chairman reported that the electronic information signs referred to in the report could not be used for commercial purposes, suggested that HDC make contact with Ashington Business Consortium and suggested that HDC’s parking strategy was having an adverse effect on workers & shoppers. Clerk to respond.







KD
D
11. Timebank Ashington – Helen Phillips is looking to establish a Timebank in Ashington – people volunteer their services for a period of time and earn ‘time credits’ which they can exchange for time offered by any other participant in Timebank. Helen Phillips attended the PC meeting and the Chairman invited her to briefly speak on this matter. The Chairman asked about public liability insurance for volunteers and Helen Phillips reported that she had made some enquiries and that insurance was available at a cost but she needed to check exact details of cover and costs involved. Cllr Stillwell asked about childcare and was informed that all volunteers registering to work with children would be subject to CRB checks and that Timebank would keep records so that childcare tasks were only available to those with CRB checks. Cllr Hayler suggested that funding may be available from Saxon Weald. Frank Wilkinson suggested the CLC Grant scheme. Councillors agreed to support the scheme and publicise in the Newsletter, noticeboards etc once details of insurance cover were clarified.
114/07 For information:
1. DJ Flynn – watering of flower containers £65 per week

2. HDC – kerbside refuse collection – residents do not need to put their bins in different locations for the new kerbside refuse lorry.

3. Audit Commission – appointment of Mazars for 06/07

4. HDC – naming of nos 1-4 Gardner Cottages, Rectory Lane (formerly 1-2 The Bungalows

5. HDC Development Control report – including recommendations for refusal of DC/06/0374 Hoots House and DC/06/2874 26 Warminghurst Close

6. West Sussex Sustainability Forum meeting 15th March 2007

7. Tom Crowley HDC – copy of letter from CSCI

8. Metrobus – not possible to increase the bus service to hourly without further funding being identified. Clerk to advise Metrobus that the Chairman gives out Bus Timetables within “New Resident welcome Packs” and obtain more publicity material from Metrobus

KD
D
9. Compass – Not possible to re-route the 100 service through Ashington because this would require an extra vehicle, alteration to timetables etc and would cost @£100,000pa. Option to establish a weekly shopper bus for £4160pa for a one day a week service.

10. HDC adopted Core Strategy LDF document – lists Ashington as a Category 2 settlement meaning that any new developments should be a mix of smaller/affordable homes to meet identified needs and within the Built Up Area Boundary (policy CP12).
11. HALC Agenda for meeting 5th March (Cllr Hayler to attend)     KH
12. HDC Minutes of meeting of 24th Januray 2007 and Agenda for meeting of 28th February 2007 includes a proposal to establish ‘Street Scene Wardens’ to enforce CNEA strategy amongst other duties. Ian Joplin Head of Environmental Management , Waste and Cleansing would speak on this matter at the April Residents Association meeting on Wednesday 11th April 2007.
13. HDC – update on changes to the Development (Planning) Department
14. SEERA – revised apportionment of primary land-won aggregates
15. David Lambert WSCC re: Item 29
115/07 General:

1. WSCC Bus Shelter grants scheme

2. Short Mat Bowls Club – thank you letter for the recent grant

3. Newsletter of the Allotment Regeneration Initiative
4. Stocksigns catalogue

116/07 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT AND REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
Gill Carlow, a Neighbourhood Warden from Steyning, presented a short report:
She had been providing a level of cover for Ashington for 10 days owing to Darryn Moulding’s period of sickness absence. A new Warden would start on 5th March and she would supervise him for a short period of time until he had settled in to the role. She reported the following incidents:
a. vehicle damage in Fairfield Mews – youths throwing tiles from the porch of the church. Cctv evidence is currently being gathered.

b. Stolen satellite navigation cradle from an unlocked car in Rectory Close

c. Damage to the church porch – youths ran off when the Wardens arrived. Cctv evidence is being gathered. The Chairman advised that the church porch will be rebuilt next month onwards.
d. Damage to the phone box in London Road (reported to BT and repaired) and the noticeboard at the shops

The Warden was provided with a telephone number for basic training on the cctv system at the Community Centre in order to help with the evidence gathering process.

Members of the public had no issues to raise with the Council.

PLANNING.

117/07 The Planning Committee met on 14th February and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. Cllr Wood apologised for missing the meeting. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman.
118/07 Correspondence

Notice of Appeal – DC/06/1335 Stone Barn, London Road 2 storey side extension
119/07 Amendments

None
120/07 Applications

None
Horsham District Council

121/07 Approvals 
None
122/07 Refusals 

None
123/07 Withdrawals

None
124/07 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 7th March 2007. 
FINANCE

Correspondence
125/07 The Clerk has cancelled the existing photocopier contract effective from 6th March 2007 and will proceed with the purchase of the new copier in April.










KD   C/F
126/07 The weedkilling contractor has confirmed that the cost for weedkilling has risen from £180 to £186 for 07/08. Councillors approved the increase.
D
127/07 The Clerk reported that her Clerks portfolio was recently assessed and she achieved 10 distinctions, 14 passes and 2 failures. She has rewritten the 2 failed sections and resubmitted for marking (cost £55). One of the failed sections involved preparation of agendas and made the following comments: 

a. Agendas do not give sufficient details of the business to be transacted
b. It is not good practice to include times on the agendas as this could mislead a member of the public who wishes to listen to a particular item

c. The Annual General Meeting should not be a separate meeting to the normal May council meeting.

The Clerk has prepared new style agendas in order to comply with the requirements.








D
128/07 The Clerk reports that she has submitted a VAT return for 06/07.
129/07 Income
None
130/07 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£17

622

(meeting 1st March £12, Planning meeting 14th February £5)


Andrew Obee Landscape Gardeners contract payment
£359.25
623
Last payment would be May 2007

Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £265

624
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£506.97




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Stationery




£20.97



Postage (clerks portfolio)


£5.70



Postage (stamps)



£16.36



Resubmission of Clerks portfolio

£55




Total





£622.00
625
3B Ramps

Skimming of skatepark (inc VAT)

£1703.75
626
John Berry

Postage for Housing Survey

£3.72

627
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
131/07 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
132/07 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”. 
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

133/07 Cllr Wood reported that the Sales Office erected on the Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage site may not have planning permission. Clerk to advise HDC’s Enforcement Officer.






KD
D
134/07 Cllr Stillwell reported a large pothole outside 17 Hillcrest Drive. County Councillor Wilkinson to report to WSCC.




FW
To list
135/07 Cllr Wood asked that the Council purchase a Deep Water sign for erection at Posthorses Pond. Agreed by all – Clerk to purchase
KD
To list
136/07 Cllr Wood reported that the Warminghurst Close play area had only one entrance/exit gate and that it may be necessary to install a second gate as recommended by RoSPA. Councillors agreed to wait until the next RoSPA inspection report.








D
137/07 Cllr Wood reported a water bowser blocking bridleway 2502/1. Clerk to report to WSCC







KD
To list
138/07 Cllr Hayler reported that the Council’s Freedom of Information leaflet was one day out of date. The Clerk responded that she had the matter in hand. 










KD
C/F
139/07 Cllr Hayler reported that she had volunteered her services to help at the Youth Club and that she had some concerns about the Club that the Parish Council needs to be aware of. The Youth Leader had resigned and a Youth Worker from WSCC would temporarily fill the position. Some members of the Youth Club Committee were considering resigning and there was a severe shortage of volunteers such that the Youth Club may not be able to open one evening per week. The building was in need of major repairs and the Clerk had volunteered to help complete grant applications (as a volunteer, not as Parish Clerk). Cllr Hayler asked Councillors if they could suggest ways of helping the Youth Club. The Chairman responded that he had advertised the Youth Club AGM by email, in the newsletter and local press and still volunteers were not forthcoming. Information on sources of grants had been given to the Youth Club and once quotes for works were available then funding, including s106, could be applied for.









D
140/07 Cllr Norton reported that delivery and contractors vehicles were often blocking Billingshurst Road in front of Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage building site and caused a severe hazard to other road users. The Clerk had already reported the problem to HDC’s Enforcement Officer and to Neville Warner (PCSO) but had not received a response. Clerk to report again.



KD
D
141/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 12th April 2007 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 9.10pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

142/07 Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	44
	Warminghurst Close Play Area
	Repainting of equipment – Keith Booty instructed to undertake the work Oct 06. Will be done when the weather improves

	
	Bark Chip for top roundabouts

	One pallet of bark chips was spread but was not enough to cover the larger of the two roundabouts. Two further pallets should be purchased Clerk to order

	48 
	S106 Community contributions applications

Defibrillator

Community Centre dishwasher

Scouts laptop projector

Youth Club
	HDC has approved the request from Ashington 1st Responders for £406. Waiting for 1st Responders to purchase defibrillator. Cheque written December 06
Agreed by HDC 13/2/07 D
Agreed by HDC 13/2/07

D

Heating and other projects to be agreed when funds from DC/06/1100 become available

	48
	white lining of car park & blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, white lines may wait until summer

	WSCC Highways issues
	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
Roselands, London Road

Timberlea Close road surface
Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road

Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way

Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)

Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries

Emergency contact number for the water pumps
Footpath on the northern side of the road near the underpass.


Raised manhole cover footpath 2606 

Street lights nos 1, 4, 47 and at the junction of Church Lane/Fairfield Road are damaged. 

Pothole A24
Damaged signs
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority July 06
WSCC in discussion with the owner about moving the fence back to the correct boundary FW to chase Vince Tipper 

is on the forward programme for surface dressing June 06 FW to chase Vince Tipper 

WSCC informed Sept 2006. Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme

WSCC informed Sept 06 

The Clerk reported to WSCC Highways in Sept 06 who state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined 

The Clerk reported to WSCC Highways in Sept 06 who state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months. WSCC reminded 6/12/06. FW to chase Vince Tipper 

County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps. 

WSCC to inspect the footpath Jan 07 
Reported to Highways 17/10/06

Clerk reported to WSCC Jan & Feb 07. 1,4 &47 have been repaired. D
Cllr Stillwell reported a large, dangerous pothole on the A24. The Chairman stated that it had been reported a number of times , the last time at the CLC meeting on the 23rd January 2007.repaired Feb 07 D
The large brown sign at the southern entrance to the village has been reported to WSCC Highways (Feb 07) as has the  green three stripe 150 yard “countdown “ sign  about 100 yards before Mill House turn off A24 northbound carriageway  

	79
	Bridleway
	November - New owner of Church Farm Chairman seeking  a meeting with the new owner

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	94
	Village ponds
	To contact Ben Rainbow in April 2007 to arrange for a summer pond survey and involve Ashington C of E school and their new conservation area.

	101
	Skimming of the Skatepark


	Completed Feb 07, included in the budget for 06/07. D

	111
	Council Website
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date

	117
	Grass cutting of two northern roundabouts and areas around link roads
	WSCC agreed to cut free of charge and have added to their cutting schedule for next year (20/11/06). To confirm number of free cuts for 2007 in early 2007

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Footpath signs (2) on footpath 2607 Persimmon Pond to Chanctonbury Nurseries have been removed. Reported to WSCC Rights of Way and Countryside Ranger (26/10/06) who will replace on his next routine visit

Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	
	Transport Survey
	The Clerk has written to Compass and Metrobus as described in the Transport Survey report (see Correspondence) D.


Ashington Parish Council
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