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Minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2007 at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington

Present:  Councillors J. Berry (Chairman), K. Hayler, P. Webb, K. Wood, R. Brennan, T. Kearney, M. Woolley & N. Clark

Parish Clerk - Karen Dare
County Councillor F. Wilkinson
District Councillor Roger Arthur

Darryn Moulding Neighbourhood Warden
No members of the public

[image: image2]
235/07 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllrs B. Norton, N. Carver (holiday) & J. Stillwell (personal commitments).

236/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Woolley notified the Council that he has a personal prejudicial interest in Item 79 Bridleway as the proposed route may pass very close to his property.

237/07 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th May 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Councillor Hayler and seconded by Councillor Wood, and agreed.

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
D = Minuted but deleted from next agenda.

C/F = Minuted and carried forward to ‘Actions Outstanding’ on the next agenda.

To list = moved to the list at the end of the minutes until some progress is made

238/07 Item 85 Results from the Village Survey.

The Steering Group had met on the 25th May 2007 and a public presentation was held on 6th June. In view of the fact that Beverley Turner is leaving HDC to become Clerk to Billingshurst Parish Council Cllr Hayler proposed that the Council write to thank her for all of her help as Parish Liaison Officer for HDC. Agreed by all.





KD/KH/JB
C/F
239/07 Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area
Previously it was understood that at HDC’s s106 panel meeting in June they would be asked to approve the use of s106 Transport funds (including AS/5/98 and DC/06/1100) for the construction of the layby. However, the Council was advised by Frank Wilkinson that WSCC were in negotiations with HDC to secure all of the s106 transport funds which HDC had been holding for years. Once these had been handed over to WSCC then it was hoped that the CLC could approve the layby project at their meeting at the end of June. Once WSCC were in control of the funds then the approvals process would be easier (as HDC would not be involved) and Parishes would still be consulted over how the funds for their villages were spent.

If the CLC approved the layby project at the end of June then the contractors could be instructed and with a 12 week lead time it was hoped that the project could commence in the autumn.

The Chairman expressed his dissatisfaction that District Councillor Jenkins had informed him in April that the project had been fully approved and that the contractors could be instructed to start and this was clearly not the case.

The Chairman informed Roger Arthur that a signed s106 Legal Agreement from DC/06/1100 had not been received by the Parish Council and called into question whether HDC had ensured that the Legal Agreement was in place with the Developer.

Roger Arthur informed the Council that he was now deputy Chairman of HDC’s Scrutiny Committee and would look into some of the issues that had been brought to his attention. For new s106 agreements the Committee would look at their compliance with procedures and how the agreement fits with the Parish Plan.










C/F
240/07 Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land - balancing pond area, part of western tree boundary and various pieces of verge in Covert Mead.



And 

Item 33
Persimmons Homes re: land west of Footpath 2606. 
No progress. The Chairman explained to Roger Arthur that Tom Crowley (HDC Chief Executive) had appointed Evan Giles 6 months ago to look into this matter and still no progress was evident.The Chairman reported that he had advised Tom Crowley of the lack of progress. The Legal agreement AS/29/98 would expire next year leaving the Parish Council to maintain the land without the lump sum.









BN
C/F
241/07 Item 119 Affordable Rural Housing

The Rural Housing Enabler met with HDC on May 16th to discuss the Rural Housing Survey Programme.  The Rural Housing Enabler will to meet with the Chairman and/or other Councillors on 3rd July at 1pm to discuss the results of the Survey and look at the list of potential sites identified from the Survey. KD
C/F
242/07 Item 79 Bridleway - Malthouse Lane to Ashington Village
It was agreed at the last meeting to have one last attempt to create a bridleway via Church Farm and if unsuccessful to explore an alternative route. The Clerk has contacted the owner of Church Farm who is considering the matter. A meeting with the owner was scheduled (to be confirmed) for 25th June. Cllr Wood indicated that he may have found an alternative route and would investigate further.







KW/KD
C/F
243/07 Item 136 Code of Conduct

The Clerk has been informed by HDC that there were 2 typing errors in the Code of Conduct that they supplied to Parish Councils for adoption:

Section 9(1) should have read para 2 to 5 and not 2 to 7

Explanatory notes para 11 should have been para 12, 12 should have been 13 and 13 should have been 14.

The Clerk has amended the Council’s document accordingly.

Councillors were asked to approve the amendment. Proposed by Cllr Webb, seconded by Cllr Hayler and agreed by all.




D
244/07 Item 137 Old photocopier

The Stewards of the Methodist Church have requested that the old photocopier be removed as it is taking up space in the church. The copier is still functional and, as it is out of contract, copying is free of charge and can continue until the toner runs out. Councillors were asked to decide what to do with the copier. The Chairman indicated that Cllr Norton would take the copier if no-one else wanted it. Cllr Hayler suggested it could be installed in the office at the Youth Club. It was agreed that Cllr Hayler would move the copier to the Youth Club the following day and discuss the matter with Cllr Norton on his return from holiday.

D 
245/07 Item 48 S106 Community facilities contributions

Ashington Youth Club are in the process of getting quotes for replacement windows, doors and building repairs to the single storey kitchen/toilet end of the building. The Parish Council has previously agreed that the Youth Club can apply to HDC for funds from DC/06/1100 as soon as they become available. The applications will be submitted to HDC by the end of June.


D
CORRESPONDENCE
246/07 For action:
1. HDC – invitation to attend the Civic Service 24th June 2007. No volunteers.
2. Planning White Paper – Consultation deadline 17th August. The Clerk will read, advise Councillors and add to the July agenda.


C/F
247/07 For information:
1. HDC Councillor responsibilities
2. SALC Update including new Councillor training

3. HALC – minutes of meeting 22nd May and details of training courses

4. WSCC – adoption of the West Sussex High Quality Waste Facilities planning document – planning guidance on the design of waste facilities

5. HDC Development Control report (no Ashington issues)

6. AiRS Annual Review 06/07 and Business Plan 07/08

7. HDC Licensing Sub-committee agenda for 8th June – includes the application for a premises licence for Ashington Cellars (Posthorses). Eleven letters of objection were received. Application was approved by HDC.
8. WSCC – A24 route safety strategy update
248/07 General:

1. HDC Agenda for meeting of 23rd May 2007 and Minutes of meeting held on 18th April 2007

2. Matta Products (UK) Play ground safety surfacing
3. Leaflets from Friends of Lodge Hill
4. Letter from Ashington Community Centre Trust thanking Parish Council for grant towards the rotary mower attachment
5. WSCC – West Sussex Design and Sustainability Awards 2007
6. Letter from Ashington Youth Club thanking Parish Council for the recent grant
7. HACVS Newsletter

8. Community Minibus Association Annual Report

9. HDC Standards Committee Agenda & Minutes

10. WSCC – establishment of a Clerking Agency for Clerks to school Governing Bodies

11. HDC Agenda for meeting of 14th June and Minutes of meeting held on 23rd May
249/07 PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT INCLUDING REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN
The Chairman reported that Darryn Moulding had been successful in his application for the position of Street Scene Warden with HDC but would not be leaving Ashington until a replacement Neighbourhood Warden had been employed. A candidate was starting on a trial basis shortly and, if successful, could take over from Darryn. The Chairman stated that as we had been short of one Warden for the majority of 2006 it was important to secure a replacement for Darryn before he takes up his new post.
The Neighbourhood Warden reported the following activity this month:
1. Some disorderly youths around Willard Way and the balancing pond. The Wardens are aware of the identity of those concerned. Residents have been given anti-social behaviour diaries to record the incidents. Cllr Wood reported that two trees had been cut down, in all likelihood by the youths.

2. Two neighbours in dispute following a party – the Wardens had acted as mediators and calm has been restored

3. A young mini-motorbike rider had been caught on cctv but had not yet been identified although the Wardens have a suspect in mind.

4. A number of incidents of under-age drinking and evidence that alcohol had been purchased from the Co-op. The Wardens had spoken to staff at the Co-op and to the Licensing officer and some test purchases may take place at some stage. The Co-op had responded well to the Wardens concerns and had a number of individuals in their ‘refusal to sell’ book, some of whom were over 18.

5. The Freetime project was running well and attendance had increased.

6. Street Soccer was very popular and the youths had been placed third in a recent tournament.

7. The Wardens had circulated information to parents of primary school children about the Walking Bus Scheme – 30 responses were received with 7 being very positive. The Chairman reported that the school had been awarded silver Eco-School status and that in order to progress to gold a Walking Bus Scheme may be useful.
Paul Conroy had taken over a number of projects from Darryn Moulding and the new Neighbourhood Warden (when appointed) would undertake some of the other projects.

250/07 PLANNING.

The Planning Committee met on 6th June and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman.
251/07 Correspondence

Dismissal of Appeal – DC/06/1335 2 storey side extension - Stone Barn, London Road
252/07 Amendments

None
253/07 Applications
None
Horsham District Council

254/07 Approvals 
DC/07/0690 Unit 1 Wiston Business Park - Replacement signage for 3 units (Units 1, 2 and 3)
DC/07/0704 Unit 2 Wiston Business Park Change of use of car parking spaces to house 5 temporary refrigeration units
DC/07/0919 2 Rectory Close – single storey front/side extension and conversion of existing garage into living accommodation

DC/07/0838 The Willows London Road - enclosing and completion of courtyard wall to south side and including new gate (Listed Building Consent)
New Premises Licence Application – Ashington Cellars, subject to some conditions relating to the installation and operation of a cctv system. The Clerk had spoken with the licensee who had indicated that he was purchasing the property and would not be building the new house at the rear as per DC/05/2400 but would be renovating the existing building and erecting security fencing. The Chairman pointed out that approval of the licence would probably mean that this site could not now be joined with Hoots House and developed as a single site for new houses as HDC had seemed to require.

Cllr Wood asked the Chairman if approval had been given for the new vehicular access to the rear of 10 Timberlea Close (DC/07/0872). The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to District Councillor Roger Arthur about this issue and briefed him on the history of the site. Roger Arthur had looked into the matter at HDC and had suggested to planning officers that this application be referred to Committee rather than be delegated for decision. However, similar applications for driveways onto London Road had been allowed in the past thus setting a precedent. Concerns were that this application was a precursor to further applications for a new property on this site, many previous applications had been refused by HDC and by Planning Appeal. Roger Arthur suggested that constraints could be added to planning permission, if given.
255/07 Refusals 

None
256/07 Withdrawals

None
257/07 The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for 27th June 2007.
FINANCE

Correspondence
258/07 Request for a grant of £36.55 maximum (dependant on postage costs) for Tuesday Tots to purchase a set of hand held instruments. Tuesday Tots have no constitution and no accounts as all of the weekly income is donated to the Methodist Church. It was proposed by Cllr Clark and seconded by Cllr Webb that the Council purchase the instruments and donate as a gift to the Tuesday Tots, agreed by all.







KD
D
259/07 Request from Ashington Festival for a grant towards the cost of bands for the Carnival on 18th August. Councillors noted that no information was given about the size of the grant requested nor the cost of a second band. It was proposed by Cllr Hayler, seconded by Cllr Webb that the Clerk write back asking for this information. Item to be carried forward to the July council meeting.











KD
C/F
260/07 Paeds kit fund raising - at the time of meeting £642 had been raised through public generosity towards the £1000 required. There is a Ladies Indulgence evening to raise funds on the 15th June 2007. Once monies from the Red Lion and the Indulgence Evening had been collected it was felt that there would be more than enough to purchase the Paeds Kit. Clerk to advise First Responders when funds have been collected.



KD
C/F
261/07 The Finance Committee met on 5th June and Councillors have been provided with a copy of the minutes of the meeting. The minutes were agreed by all and duly signed by the Chairman. Councillors approved the annual accounts and the Chairman duly signed the Annual Return and accounts. The Clerk will submit to the Internal Auditor.
262/07 Income
Donations to 1st Responders ‘Paeds Kit’ fund:
Mr & Mrs Boon






£20
Mrs D Birch







£10

Mr A Child







£25

Mrs E Jones (Sponsored car wash donation)


£20

Total








£642

Zurich Insurance






£27.32

Refund of premium following removal of the old photocopier and addition of the new, less expensive, copier to the Councils insurance policy

263/07 Expenditure






Cheque no.
Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£24

653

(meeting 14th June £12, Planning meeting & Steering group meeting 6th June £12)


Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment

£427.08
654
Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273

655
Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£537.65




Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17



Parking post (inc VAT)


£78.73



Total





£633.38
656
Keith Booty

Painting Warminghurst Close

£870

657



Play area (£590) and new wooden

Platform (£280)

SOS Systems
Quarterly photocopier charge

£35.25
658
SLCC


Subscription




£95

659
ACCT


Skatepark insurance


£184.73
660
It was resolved that the schedule of payments shown above be approved for payment. Agreed by all present.
264/07 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN ON DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND AMENITIES.

See attached. 
Cllr Hayler reported that she had made Ashington’s Youth Workers aware of the disused caravan at the rear of Aladdins Cave and there were signs that it had been used recently by youths.
265/07 MEETINGS

Chairman’s meetings listed under “Development Issues and Amenities Report”.
MINOR MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

266/07 Cllr Kearney reported that there was no ‘No Dogs’ sign on the second gate into the Posthorses play area and that he had seen two men in the play area with their dogs. Cllr Wood volunteered to install a sign on the gate.
KW
To list
267/07 Cllr Wood reported that the pond surveying with Ben Rainbow had been successful with all three ponds showing good signs of life. The pond at Church Close was somewhat overgrown by trees and Cllr Wood (together with Ben Rainbow) would undertake some tree thinning.



KW
To list
There was some concern that pollution (smells like washing machine water) was getting into the Church Close pond as the pond has a distinctive smell. The Environment Agency had inspected the pond in 2006 and confirmed contamination was present at some point but did not identify the source.
268/07 Cllr Hayler had asked the school for a copy of their Travel Plan and had been informed that they did not currently have one. The Headmaster was in the process of preparing it and would report to the next residents Association meeting.









D
269/07 The Chairman asked, on behalf of Cllr Stillwell, if Councillors were interested in taking part in this years Carnival and the suggestion was dressed as Superheroes eg Superman. Councillors were not keen to take part in the Carnival, preferring to support it in other ways.




D
270/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.45pm on Thursday 5th July 2007 at the Methodist Church London Road.
The meeting finished at 8.40pm

Signed………………………

 Date……………………….

271/07 Items where no progress has been made:
	Item No
	Description
	Last Action & Date

	44
	Warminghurst Close Play Area
	Repainting of equipment – Keith Booty instructed to undertake the work Will be done when the weather improves (May 07) D

	48 
	S106 Community contributions applications

Defibrillator

Youth Club
	HDC has approved the request from Ashington 1st Responders for £406. Waiting for 1st Responders to purchase defibrillator. Cheque written December 06
Heating and other projects to be agreed when funds from DC/06/1100 become available

	48
	white lining of car park & blocking off alleyway at both ends to the side of the “Golden Plaice” & removal of tree branches where vehicles have collided.
	Reported 17th November 2006 Matthew Carpenter Clokes Management All now programmed for works to be carried out, white lines may wait until summer Reminded again June 07

	93
	Fencing Oakwood Copse
	Reported to Taylor Woodrow August 2006

	94
	Village ponds
	Ben Rainbow will visit 14th June 2007 D

	108
	Glenview / Santrew Hillcrest Drive


	Clerk to arrange for a meeting with CMG every 2 months. Report on recent incidents sent to CMG, CSCI, HDC 

	111
	Council Website
	Improve layout by adding photos etc. Clerk to keep up to date

	118
	Public footpath issues
	Footpath signs (2) on footpath 2607 Persimmon Pond to Chanctonbury Nurseries have been removed. Reported to WSCC Rights of Way and Countryside Ranger (26/10/06) who will replace on his next routine visit

Blue sign at southern end of village directing to "Ashington Village" now bent over reported Nov 06. Sign removed Dec 06

	122
	Meeting with Nick Herbert MP

	The Chairman will meet with Nick Herbert. No response.


	127
	Acorn Lane


	A letter had been received from HDC about the proposal from the Developers of Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage to name the new road Acorn Lane. The Parish Council would wish to name the new development at Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage LINFIELD LANE and have informed HDC of this, twice.

	
	Tree guards

	Cllr Wood will remove the guards and take them to the local tip.





	
	Deep Water sign for erection at Posthorses Pond. 
	Given to Cllr Wood to install D

	129
	Sands path hedgerow
	The Clerk has contacted WSCC for advice/options/grants regarding restoring the ancient hedgerow. WSCC will inspect in the autumn and advise the Council.

	135
	Parking Post, Meiros Way


	To be installed. June 07 D

	
	Street Scene Wardens
	To visit Ashington to tackle dog fouling. Clerk wrote to Ian Jopling April 2007.

	
	Woelfs Close sign needs replacing
	Clerk reported to HDC 21 May 2007


272/07 WSCC Highways Issues

	Fault
	Date reported
	Reference no
	Comments

	Two lifting kerbstones at the shopping area
	July 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGNM
	not deemed to be dangerous and therefore repairs by WSCC are a low priority

Will be attended to by WSCC. April 2007

	Roselands, London Road
	
	
	WSCC in discussion with the owner about moving the fence back to the correct boundary. Clerk wrote to Vince Tipper April2007
Fence removed June 07 D

	Timberlea Close road surface
	June 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGPV
	is on the forward programme for surface dressing
Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007

	Surface of footpath adjacent to southern slip road
	Sept 2006
	
	Inspected November 2006, not significant enough to bring forward in works programme

	Footpath outside 21 Turnpike Way
	Sept 06
27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGR4
	Not deemed to be dangerous April 2007

	Trench works (Applegarth/Oak Tree Cottage)
	Sept 06
WSEK-73EJFD
	21st May 2007
	WSCC Highways state that the NRSWA Inspector is aware of the problem and the works must be brought up to spec. within 6 months otherwise the Developers are fined.
Clerk reminded Highways April 2007

Clerk reported via website

	Footpath from Meiros Way to Penn Gardens & Chanctonbury Nurseries
	Sept 06

reminded 6/12/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKT9
	WSCC Highways state that the footpath problems will be dealt with in the next couple of months. 
No serious cracks/defects but top dressing may be necessary

	Emergency contact number for the water pumps
	
	
	County Councillor Wilkinson informed the Council that the phone number is 01243 642105 and that new notices will be installed on the pumps.

	Footpath on the northern side of the road near the underpass.
	Jan 07
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKNQ
	WSCC to inspect the footpath
Job ticket raised 2nd May 2007

	Raised manhole cover footpath 2606 (southern end near garages)
	17/10/06
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKHK
	Manhole cover not dangerous but pothole in path and soil erosion at southern end will be done. 2nd May 2007

	Damaged signs
	Feb 07
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKRB
	The large brown sign at the southern entrance to the village and the green three stripe 150 yard “countdown “ sign  about 100 yards before Mill House turn off A24 northbound carriageway

	large pothole outside 17 Hillcrest Drive
	March 2007
27th April 2007
	WSEK-72NKG5
	Job ticket raised 2nd May 2007. Potholes outside 51, 30 & 36 will also be done

	Damaged pedestrian barrier bottom of The Sands
	23 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZKKXN
	Will be dealt with. April 2007 D

	Drains in The Sands blocked
	27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGL8
	Will be dealt with. April 2007 D

	Pothole outside Telephone exchange, London Road
	27 March 2007
	WSEK-6ZPGMC
	Not deemed to be dangerous

	pavement outside 9 Hillcrest Drive is very uneven. 
	21 May 2007
	WSEK-73EJBX
	Job ticket raised 25 May 2007

	Streetlight at top of Sparrows Lane not working
	5th June 2007
	Reported via website
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