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Members of Ashington Parish Council are summoned to a meeting of the Ashington Parish Council at the Methodist Church at 7.45 p.m. on Thursday 6th  December 2007.

A G E N D A
1. Apologies and reasons for absence

2. Declaration of Interests and notification of changes to members’ interests.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on the 1st November 2007
4. Actions Outstanding:

Item 85 Results from the Village Survey – update from Steering Group
Item 29 Layby at Shopping Area – update on progress
Item 32 Handover of Persimmon Homes land – progress update
Item 142 Sandbags – report on their condition
Item 143 CCTV camera – review of effectiveness
Item 144 Clerks Pension –Statutory Resolution - It is hereby proposed under Regulation 4(4) of the Local Government Pension Scheme Regulations 1997 that the Parish Clerk, Karen Dare, should be nominated as a pensionable employee subject to the terms and provisions of those Regulations (as amended from time to time) with effect from 6th April 2008 – notice first posted on 1st November 2007.
Item 146 Land at Mill Mead – unknown owner, proposal that Council asks local resident to maintain

Item 147 Mill Lane public footpath – confirmation that this is a footpath not a bridleway

Item 148 Fortnightly waste collection from Storrington – WSCC is proposing to cease this facility, Council to consider a response

Item 149 Pond Survey – results and action plan following the recent Pond Survey

Item 139 Dog Fouling – proposal to distribute leaflet to all houses in the village at a cost of £20
5. Correspondence
For action:
1. Pond Survey – see Item 149
2. WSCC – consultation on bus services in the County. Does the Council wish to comment on Metrobus route 23?

3. SALC – Post Office closures – does the Council wish to write in support of any post offices earmarked for closure?

4. NALC – questionnaire concerning the QPC Scheme
6. Public Adjournment including report from the Neighbourhood Warden
Opportunity for members of the public present to raise matters of concern
7. Planning
Correspondence: DC/06/1013 Private School, Oast House Farm, Billingshurst Road. Since HDC have permitted this development Ashington Parish Council to consider possible benefits to the village and proposal to meet with Planning Officers to discuss the situation.
Amendments: None
Applications: 
DC/07/2700 Surgery to 10 beech trees (on land to the rear of 23 Rectory Close) – 23 Rectory Close, Ashington.
DC/07/2703 Surgery to 7 beech trees (on land to the rear of 21 Rectory Close) – 21 Rectory Close, Ashington.

Horsham District Council

Approvals:None
Refusals: None
Withdrawals: None
8. Finance
a. Annual Review of Financial Controls and Internal Audit – Council to consider if its controls and reviews are effective

b. Annual Review of Assets and Insurance Cover – Council to review, proposal to increase the level of Fidelity Cover at no extra cost to the Council

c. Budget & Precept 08/09 – to be discussed at the Finance Committee meeting on 19th December at 7.30pm, Methodist Church Vestry

d. Consider a quote from Languards (Weed control) to add the strip of land adjacent to 21 Meiros Way and the footpath from the church to the rear of Church Close for £30pa for 3 applications of weedkiller.
e. HDC have given a budget figure for Neighbourhood Wardens for 08/09 of £58,277 (compared to £57,994 this year). HDC ask that the Parish Council pledges its support, in writing, for the Warden scheme in Ashington until 2010

f. Consider a request from the organizers of the Ladies Indulgence Evening that £200 from the funds they raised for the First Responders be given as a grant to Ashington Juniors football team.

The invoices shown on the attached schedule are proposed for payment.
9. Development Issues and Amenities update by Chairman 

10. Meetings attended and reports by Councillors
11. Minor matters raised by Councillors to be referred to the next agenda
12. Date and Time of Next Meeting

Parish Council - Thursday 3rd January 2008 7.45 p.m. at the Methodist Church, London Road, Ashington.

Planning Committee – Wednesday 19th December 2007 7.00pm at the Methodist Church Vestry, London Road, Ashington.
Finance Committee – Wednesday 19th December 2007 7.30pm at the Methodist Church Vestry, London Road, Ashington.
PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
Karen Dare, Clerk to Ashington Parish Council
29th November 2007
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Schedule of Payments December 2007

Donation to Ashington Methodist Church



£22



(meeting 6th December £12, planning committee 

meetings 14th & 28th  November £10)



Mark Adsett Landscape Gardeners contract payment 

£427.08


Mrs. F. Wood
Litter Contract


           £273



Mrs. K. Dare

Clerk





£625.97*





Clerks expenses (home & telephone)
£17




Light bulbs (Woelfs Close footpath)
£1.49




Total





£644.46
* includes payrise back-dated to 1st April

Keith Booty

Repairs to village seat


£200

(as agreed at last meeting)

Languard LTD
Weed control
(inc VAT)


£324.30

Information Commissioner Data Protection renewal

£35

LJ Chenery

Autumn bus shelter clean


£235

E. Greenfield

First Responder expenses


£107.78

S. Fenn

First Responder expenses


£84.95

(First Responder expenses to be taken from First Responder Funds held by Parish Council)

HDC


Neighbourhood Wardens


£23,945.00

A bank transfer of £24,000 from Deposit to Current accounts will be needed to cover this cost. Councillors are asked to approve.
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